Revealed. Ruto owns Ruai
sewerage land, says man who

Exclusive interview. Patrick Osero, a close business partner of the

manages his vast estate * |

Deputy President, dismisses the move to repossess prime property as

malicious because Ruto has a legitimate title deed. Osero says his
boss will not contest government move. Page 8
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How Mombasa
port became
epicentre of
coronavirus

Public health. The number of

employees who have tested positive

for Covid-19 at the Port of Mombasa
rose to 26 yesterday, amid concerns
that the government took too long
10 STop Ooperations at the iInstitution
Most of the cases and related
deaths reported in the county have
been traced to the facility.

card with Raila
PN

Uhuru’s secret

.

Grand scheme. Senior
Jubilee official says
President can invoke Article
Q of the party’s constitution
to form a coalition with ODM

and Kanu without consulting .y e
Ruto or any other member. M= —
These are the same powers @ ~
he used for the handshake.
Page 4

Even if they have
numbexs in the
National Executive
Committee, the
party leader doesn't
need to consult them if
he decides to enter a
coalition. The party
constitution gives him
the ultimate powers.”

Senior Jubllee Party official
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When life comes to a standstill

Grounded Kermya Alrvays planes at the lomo Kemyatta Intemational Alrport In Nalrobl yesterday. The commnavirus pandemic has choked the avation industry. [ Staomd Oodepn Sandard |

A mibmerged section of the Nakuru-Banuti Road. Rising water ivels at Laka Makuruhave Police officars patrof Malrobl strests yastarday ami
led to floads in various parts ofthe Rt Valley region. K oang senn Sanded) heghtened enforcement of public health direc thwes,

[ D] W aaga. Seandand |
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Senlor citizens wait torecetve thelr manthly stipend, in The wreckage of the Liter Girls Secondary School bus that was swept by floads on Limury traders sell fresh produce outeide a market that was
disregard of social distancing guldelines, cutside at an Saturday. [ Stephen Rutto, Standard] closad in efforts to curb the spread of Covid-19, [Geoge Nimge

qu,dt]l Bank branch ir Kisdl :.m |y Crmirggn, Sfancld | Stardand]
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Commuters walt to board a ferry aft the Likoni Chanmelin Mombasa County yesterday. Social distancing is still a Grourhed Clima buses at the Machakos bus station in Nairobl The government banned
challenge at the crossing. [Kevin Kaan. Sandard| travel intoand out of Nairobi to curb the spread of Covid-19. | 52 atford Ondegn Standard)
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Measures. Government to extend or lift guidelines like curfew and mandatory quarantine put in place to curb spread of disease

Coronacases hit

320 as queries
dog arrest of
curfew offenders

Public health strategy
has seen almost 1,000
people forcedinto
government facilities for
at least 14 days

By Grtham Kajitwa

Sy st andard medla £0.

The government yesterday
fedl short of defending the deci
stan {0 place under quarantine
people whio failed to obserwe the
curfow, o Covid- 18 cases rose (o
20,

Health Drector General Pat
rick Amoth and Chief Admanis-
trative Secretary Meroy Mwan
gangi cowld not justify this
vy, & puthific health strategy
that hasseen almaost L0 peo
ple faroed tn govermment facili-
tbes for 14 days.

Dr Amoth defended the dect-
s saying the incividunls were
pesumed to have been éxposed
to the disease by falling to
observe the Tpm to Sam curfew.

Improvie the conditions

T Mwanganiz said amy deci
stom made on gquarantine was
informed by Warld Health
Organisation guidelines and
global best practices that sus

pected cases of evposure to the
virusneeded tobe isolated

However, the indmwiduals
prrested are neither tested
before being quarantined to
determine if they have already
contracted the disease nor
psked about the hstory of their
movermimt to find out if they
could have come into contact
with mfected people,

As such, the govermment
facbties, mduding schools and
eolleges, are betng fooded with
inclividusals, sorme who might be
positive and others not.

“i¥'e pre aware that the issue
has generated a kot of delbate.
e are working to improve the
corditions of the cenires,” said
Mwargangl

The CAS insisted that the
guaranting approach was &
wiorldwide publie health meas-
ure, She sabd sorme of the posi-
tive cases reparted in the coun-
try had emanated from the
quarnntine cantres,

During the update on the
Covid-19 situation yvesterday,
the Minkstry of Health meported
17 nomer cases. The CAS sadd two
cases woere from mandatory
quarantine centres while the
rest were from contact tracing,

*The fact that they were
picked 1y the survedl bonce team,
it means they were Iving in the
eormmiy " she said,

The 17 cases, all Eeryans,
wrere oo G668 crmples tested in
the last 24 hours. Twelve are
from Mombasa and five from
MNairohl

Additionally, some six
pathents have tested negative,
bringing the total mmber of

“1 am happy to
announce that other
than the two that are
in ICU, the rest are
mild cases,"

Chief Administrative Secretary
Mercy Mwangangi

Country | Totalconfirmed
LIS B52, 640
Spain 213,024
LIk 138,078
Belgiurn 42,491
Netheriands 35729

FECOVETIES To B0,

“Tam hapgy to announes that
other than the two that are in
Entemsive Care Unit, the rest are
mild cases and will hopefiilly ha
discharged In proper order of

time,” she said.

dmath sald some escapees
from aquearantine centre in Mod-
i had been traced to Kericho.

He insisted that the govern
ment had not criminalised the
quarantine process but could
not confirm whether the condi
thoms were good.

“What we should do to
improve the conditions, for
those who are positive. wi
move them o Eolatgon and
those who test negative we

allowe them togo home and con 5wl 8 Mandera &
tinue with self-quarantine” I Countries of origin EL[M—-— !
nn'..ﬂmi'ilmtltti i s L of reported cases
‘hile acknowledging tha

some of the measures put in United States of America
place by the government, Domecratic Republic of
inchuding mandatory quaran Em
tine, curfew, hand washing and
wearing of masks in public United K ingdom
places had played a role in con Linited Arsh Emirates Total umber
taining the disease, Mwangangi Tanzania of confimeed
said a meeting schedulad for Sauth Africa Coviid-19 cases
Sunday would determine if they Pakistan
weonsld b extended or lifted. Liganca

“We have come up with a Lomorms
mgtrix that will be evaluated Cameroon
Eneneny Repors ot gpa) ) Towtaptagta Wbt st
e which we will then see if mass testing by June  centres 33
they will be tightened of loos ¥, '-‘ Ages of confirmed 250,000 Nurmber of hosptas
e * shie said. Murmines of testing targated for

The Health CAS also noted kitsavallable 25,000  airveilance 20
that the over-reliance on sani- Eamples tested n Humber of
thaers over soumy and water 45 5 thalast 24 hours 668 ﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂ
measure to curb the spread of B b s Tiaron
the virs was rlmiﬁ;:-h-:‘ﬂiﬁwinr ® Recoveries: B9 ‘5'792 H mgmm 100,080

ity

Number of patients per county
MO COUNTY _(CASES |
{1 stk |
]
Fil
L.
E

=@ === —t_uiq.r_H

Homecoming

Finally, a glimmer of hope for Kenyans stranded abroad over travel ban

Hundreds of Kenyans stranded abroad
thee 10 Covid-19 travel ban have regis-
tie el with Embesties to help then retuirn
Toirme,

The Kenyan citizens, who had trav-
lled for business, work, medical ssues
and studies, are only banking on Kemyan
affices in the countries whepe they are
stvanded to facilitare thedr travel.

For instanoe, & Kenya Alrsays Aight
carrying UK citizens is set bo leave Joma
Kemaitta International Airport today at
A20am for Heathrow atrport it Landon

and is expected back an Saturday with
somie of the Kenyans who will go for o
miandatory quarantine for 14 1o 28 diyvs
at their exqperse,

Passangers who had booked to fravel
back to Lomdom and had not undergone
the Cowid-19 test at Lancet by 10am wes-
verday will not be allowed to board the
filght.

This 15 becauss the airting had not fed
passengers (o go for the test within 72
hotirs aftor receiving air ticlets. They are
expectiod to present o copy of medical

results at the check-in counter, showing
they donot have Covid-10,

Aviation guldelines

“KiEmya Alrways 15 mdhering to Minds-
try of Health and Kemyn Civil Aviation
Authority gudelines, which specifies kat-
ting of all crew in protective garb and
PPE, sanitising of the aircraft interior
prior toand after Aight. Inaddition, pas-
senEers on the Right will have medical
cortification allowing them to fy,” said
thee airline's Directior Corpsorme Cormmi-

nications and Public Affairs, Dennis
Kashem.

Mr Kashero added that being o pas-
senger Aght, there was no requimment
o heve medécs on boand, adding that the
airling’s priority remaing the safety and
spcyirity of its costomers. crew and staff

Howwseer, souroes within the Minstoy
of Forelgn Affairs and the Ministry of
Healthtold The Standard vesterday that
as at dpm, the airine had not received
clearance to Ay to Lomdon.

In China, Ambassador Sarah Serem

sail the embassy in Beifing had received
164 recoests from Kenyans ready tomesat
thie eost of trave] from the fomedgn Land,

Ms Serem said the embassy would
iszue emergency travel documents o
those with missing passports and linise
with the host country to get some form
of amnesty in cases of minor eriminal
affences,

In Turkey, Kenyans whose visas have
expired are expected to contact the
embassy’s consular section. [Everlyne
Kwamboka]
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Shi8b
boost
for virus
battle

Treasury his so far disbursed
5hil 8 mllion to be used in Carona-
virus-related interventions

Treasury G5 Ulkner Yatand sabd
the money has been released to
bawst the hepith sector, dig bore
holes in slums and fund cash
transfiers to the elderly and other
vulnerable groups

The disbursement |5 part of a
Sh40.3 billion war-chest to be
spent on addressing adverse
impacts of coronavirus pandem-
| Tt

According to the 5, mone
momey ks expeacted tobe releasad
today with the passage of a sup-
plementary budget,

Treasury has allocated Shi3
billlon to pay pending blls to
smill businesses and directed the
Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA)
o redease o refunds armont ing
o Sh10 hiflion, Sarme Shio billon
has been rebeased to fund & cash
tranzsfer programme for the
alderdy.

Om Wednesday, Pardinment
passed a Tox Laws {Amendment)
L, 3020 paving way for employ-
ees parning & monthly salary of
less than Sh4 000 to be sempi-
et from paring Pay-As-You Eam
tax on their salaries

Other emplovess will enjfoy a
five per cont tax relief,

Containing the virus

In a miseting with the Nathonal
Assembly’s Budget and Appro-
prigtions Committes, Yatani =aid
the gowernment haod made shg-
nificant efforts to contain the
spread of the virs

“We have in this regand pro-
vided Sh40.3 hillkn to mitigate
against the impact of the Cow-
5 -19 pandenmae, which comprise
Sh3zA hilion under recurrent
and She.9 billion under develop-
ment,” said the CS.

Maize farmers are set to ben-
efit from Shi0 mliion that the
Srate has allocated to the Strate-
gt Grain Reserve to be used for
regenishing national silos,

According to Yatani, the Agri
cutlture minkstry is already in
tonch with sedect county gover-
nars inguiring about the mvaila-
billaty of food within their regioms,

The govermment will also dis-
burse cash to people living in
slums, with reports indicaring
that low-income househalds will
get o monthiy stipend of Sh 000,

Also contmined in the second
supplementary estimates i5 a
Sha00 millon allocathon to pro-
vide fond relief and non food
cormmdities in arid and semi
arid areas.

Treasury has allocated an addi
tional Shao0 million to the police
for enforcement and SHEHO0 mil-
tion to prisons to combat the
virus behind bars, [Dominic
Drandi]
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Trouble in paradise. Interpretation of controversial party rule rattles Ruto allies who see it as a scheme to sidestep their man

Article 9 of the Jubilee
constitution grants the
party leader uttimate
powers to run outfit
and seek new alliances

By Moses Myamaor|

MmNl iandd 0 media ca ks

A s bn the Jubdbes Party
eonstitution suggesting Presi
dent g Kenyatta has pow
ers to enter into o coalition
umilaterally has ignited a fresh
ShOTm.

Rival camps hawve bitterly
clashed over the interpreta
thom of the provision, largely
viewed as the president's
trurmp card in case he wants
Jubiles to partner with Raila
Chdinga's (M.

Mr Kemyatta's allies say the
clause essentially allows the
party leader o sidestep the
hiostile wing of the outfit this
is allied to Deputy President
Williim Ruto if he opts o ender
a poct with other parties,

The interpretation of the
party constitution by Ul
allies - who have openly dis-
cussed a possible coalition
wiith ODM and Baringo Sena-
tor Gideon Maods Kanu - has
rattled the D allies, who say
it can be explobted to block Dr
Ruto Irom ninning for presi-
dent on Juhilee teket o S0

MNew twist

And in & naw twist, parties
that merged to form Jubilee in
the mun-up to 2017 poll, said
the Memorandum of Under-
standing that they deposited
wath the Office of the Registrar
of Political Parties handed
Ulnima uitimate authorty n
the running of the party,

Yesterday, the Jubilee
National Advisory Council
(HACH - made upaftwo repre
sentatives fmom each of the 12
merged parties - through s
chair Albert Nyaundi (Ford
People) and Secretary General
Haszan (sman (UDF), zaid the
prestdent was at bberty to
enter amy coaliion n prepora-
tion for the eections

frticle 9 of the Jubiles con
stitution states that the party
leacer has ultimate powers
over the running of the party
and can choose to enter politi-
cal co-oparation with another
party or coalition,

“The party leader shall pro-
mote political consultation,
engagement and co-operation
with other political parties and
coalitions,* reads Article 8(8).

Section 5 states that the
peirty boes “shall have overall
authority over the other offi-
cidls and members of the par
ty®, The disclosure comes

Jubdlee National Advisory
Council chair Albert Nyaundi

hairely a day after ome of Rutio'
albies clainved there was a ploy
by Ui s wilngg (o e niber & ok
lition agreement with DDA
amd Kama

"We are aware that they
wiank to steal the party and
formacoalithon with ODM and
Kamu without our approwval.
That is why they want to pick
peoplewho sing thedr tunes o
powerful positions,” claimed
Aldai MP Cornelly Serem,

Nyeri Town MP Mgunjir
Wambugu, his Nandi Hills
cownterpart Alfred Keter and
former Nominoted Senator
Paul Njoroge sabd the same
wary Uhuru entered the hand-
shake with MrOdingawithout
eonsilting any party member
ks the same wary he could initk
ate a ecalithon agroement if he
wianbed to,

Uhuru and Raila struck a
truce after the disputed 2007
presidentind decthon withou
consulting their political par-
ties and ondy informed them of
adeql after making a surprise
wint press conference an the
steps of Harambes Holse

“When bt entered the hand-
shake with Raika, he didn't con
silt anybaody. 1t is the same
vy e can enter o coalition.
The pasrty leadler has the ulti-
mate muthority, but he would
alwanys want tocarry the peo-
gl writh him. It ks on that basis
that he would inform them,"
sl Mr Wisnbuggu

Hie sald there wig ng way
thany would alkow a Fival camp
ko teke control of the party to
iise & a vehiche for Futo's pres-
bdential bid, “Whatever is hap-
penifg W the party B an
attempt by the Tangatanga
wang to take contral of the
party for thinr 2022 Mans. [0S

S

Mandi Hills MP Alfred Keter Jubibee Deputy Secretary
General Caleb Kositany

“The party

leader shall
promote political
consultation,
engagement and
co-operation with
other political
parties and
coalitions."”

Articha 9 of the Jublles Party
constitution

like allowing one aspimnt to
take charge of a political party;
it can’t happen,” saw YWam

g Keter told the Ruto camp
to wnderstand the powers of
the party leader befone getting
into political shadoshoxing

“They shoulbd read the party
comstitution and understand
thas prowaners o the pearty lesudes
If he decides to form a eoabi
tiom, he doesn't regquire
approval from anyone. It
seoms they don’t understand
the brnplication of that classe”
Keter added.

“BEven if they (Ruto team)
have nimbers in the Mational
Executive Committee, the
party lepder doesn’t need to
consilt them if he decides to
enter a coalition. If vou read
that Section 8 of Article 9 of
the party constitution, it does
nok say the party leader will
hawve toseak approval from any
party organ, The constitution
gives him the wfimate pow
ers,” sald a sendor party offictal
whao dicl not wish to be narmed.

But Deputy Secretary Gen
ara and Soy MP Caleh Bosita-
riy, and his Kimihli counterpart
Dichmus Barasa insisted Uhury

Uhuru secret card to form
coalition with ODM, Kanu

pi—
———

cimmiot unilatemlly enter such
an agreement without the
endorsement of party organs,

Mr Kositany said the party
canmot be nunon the whims of
an individeal, adding that if
the rival camp was keen on
enfering a political deal with
Ralla’s party, its menibers
shiould join the Orangge party.

He maimtained that entering
a comlitlhon entalls rigorous
processes and approvals from
party organs. “Forming a ooa-
litlon I8 a serious process. |
would advise them to jain
QDM instead of pushing for a
coalitionwhich will have tofol
low the due process” said
Kositany. He accused some
politicians, whom he said
¢l to speak the mingd of the
president, of drageing Uhum
into politheal wrangles.

Drawing board

Mr Bamsa said such o pro
oess would require & vobe by
members of the Mational Del-
egates Convention, which is
the supreme argan of the par
ty. “He can initate such pro-
crss bat he would have toocall
NG to endorse such a deci:
sionor repect 1t," e saad.

“These people need to
understand that the party
belongs to the people, not a
fmar individuals, I they think
they can hijack the running of
the party through such means,
then they have to go back to
the drawing Board "

O Wednes day, Mr Nyaundi
and Mr Osman held a mesting
at a Nalrobi hoted to disouss
the ongoing wrangles in the
ruilimg party, The mesting was
attended by other NAC mem-
bers, among them Benjamin
Muema (MNew Ford Kenyal,

Kirmili WP Dichrres Barasa

Sald Al Republican Congress
Party), Petkay Mirid (Unity
Patriatic Party of Kenya) and
Enlemibe Mdile (Tip Tipl,

(sman said Uhurue was
handed all the powers to mum
the party, including picking
rermbers of The Natkral Exec-
utive Council and the Mational
Management Cormimit tee, dur
frug the Ermition peerodd,

“M vous book at Chanse Five of
Arthcle B, bt 15 clear the party
lesder has the ultimate posers
during this transition period.
Rased an the Moll that we
sigmed, the party leader is a
liksierty b ek weithy amy ot her
prrty, [n fact, we encourage
him to do so for the unity of
the coumtry,™ he said,

Nyaundl sdded that hie was
aurprised that members of the
defunct United Republican
Party were acting as if they
were siperior to the other par-
ties that mersed to form Jobi-
lee, "When we signed the
PEFEET AETEMTIEND, W Wnani-
mously agreed the party lead-
or will huree the ulthmate powve
s to steer the party,” he said

“In that agreement, the
party lepder has powoers to
enter a coalition. As NAD, we
want o encourage him to
enter into any co-operstion
that will ensure peace™

Mr Nioroge, who sat in the
Jubiles Party merger steering
oommittods, sakd it was surpris-
ing that the deputy president
wis (et for the control of
thie party when Its lesder was
gtill incharge,

“I 'was i the Steering oom-
muttee in the merger of the 12
political parties. It 8 ¢lear
from the constintion that the
party leader has the ultimate
e, e said,
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May the blessings received during this holy month

grant us wisdom to overcome these difficult times.

Have a blessed Ramadhan.
ALWAYS THERE FOR YOU.
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Giving

Uhuru’s
mother
chipsin

Foarmer First Lady Mama Ngi-
na Kenyatta yesterday donated
food worth ShEd million to 12
children's homes in Gatundu and
Sl

President Dhara Kenyatta's
SElEF N:..l:':k:.lli Eamviatta and lor-
mer Worman Bepresentative Ann
Gathecha gave the donation on
behalf af the farmer first lady

Myokahi sajd the donation was
meant o cushion winerable chil-
dren from the shock of the Coy
id-t2 pendemic.

The donstion included 13
tonnes of sova, seven tonnes of
porriidae mix, 850 litres of o, TH0
kilogrammes of green grans, 2.5
tonnes of rice, L5 tonnes of beans
and 100 bales of mate four.

Morning Stay, M wa Hisruma
and Mama Ngina Children's
Home in Nalrobi will also benefit
froam the donation.

Elmwhiere, o Kiambo business-
man, Kimant Bugendo, donated
hS millien merchandise to
police officers controlling 24
roadblocks in the county In the
Tt agakret Covid-19.

The donaticn inchaded jubee
and encrey drinks, water, and
hamid washing stations

Thika West Sub-county police
commander Beatrice Kiraguri
said the donation will boost the
marale of security offtcers
irvodved incombating the spread
of coronavines, [Fidelis Kabany ]

New ferry

docks after
5-year wait

The long-awsited ferry M
Safar s expected to dock at the
Kenva Ferry Services (KFS ) etty
today.

The government procured W
Safart and Mv Jambo from Tur
key in 2005 for Sha | bilkon, My
Jermbo was defivered inaly 2017,
bt thee const ruction of My Sl
weas halted by a court case,

Srcording to KFS officials, the
new wessel sailed into Indian
Choean waters yesteming

Bts arrival comes amid safety
concerns surrounding thres fer
ries currently @ use; My ¥,
& Klindimi and My Herambee,
[Weldon Kipkemol and Patrick
Beja)
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group. Sixty six per cent of positive cases are aged between 30 and 59 years
Age Sixty si t of posit ibet 30 and 59

Outcome of tests is
disturbing because of
how port operations at
facility are intertwined
with other sectorsin
coastal city.

By David Ochamd
and Benard Sanga

Sk g8 o andl i sy o0 e

Three weeks after the first
Cenvich-18 infiect lon was report -
ed an the Mombasa port, new
Irfecthons have rapidly swept
throasgh the wital installation,
siriking fear in the
TODO-strong workloroe,

The sense of foreboding ks
shared across Mombasa Coun-
ty, which by Wednesday's
count, had recorded 67 infec-
fians

Stung by the relentless
miarch of thie virus, mass dig-
nostic testing coordinated by
the port, county and national
povertments, wis lanched on
Suncay to determine the scope
and extent of viral spread.

Three testing stations have
been established at the office
of the Dock Workers Union at
Gate 5 Operations Conference
Room and Contaner Termbral
Chpaz it foimes

[n the first phase, author
Ehess sovol bovbesst 1000 peoped e o
the mte of 60 per day. Within
davs af the testing launch, 23
workers have tested positive
for thevinis.

Medical officials

The gisbeome of the tests ks
disturbing to epidemiologists
and other medical officials
because of how port opera
tions are infertwined with
other sectors in Mormbasa

The infect bom fanere is set to
rise as testing is enhanced.
County health workers now
batieve the 23 infected port
woTkers ane a major souree of
transmission in Mombasa

It wras alsomit clear whether
the county health officials had
traced all the peopde the 23 had
eoxrse [nto contact with. “Tha
task of tracing thedr contacts is
momentous,” said one official
of the committes established
at the port (o battle the vins,

“By vesterday, X1 Infections
had been recorded at the port,”
saidl Hazel Kofsha, the Mom
basa Health executive, refer
rng to Wednesday's mational
covifit that showed the coastal
ety had recorded 67 infec-
Hons.

Ms Kottaha further nevenlad
that “the first case" was
ridried at the port on Mareh
a0, and many more heve been
recorded.

“Most of the transmissions

at the port are happening at
work armang people wiho work
chosely, ™ hi said,

She indicated wyester-
day: “Since Sunday we have
recorded 14 positive cases at
thae ot Al wee oot this
LIFE 10 Flse 25 W FEI U macs
testing capahilithes, As long as
WE STED Up mass testing, we
expect to pick more numbers."”

Staff guarantine

According to Koitaba, some
of the positive cazes wera
picked from guarantine cen
tres established specifically for
port employmes,

There are 65 employee bn
these centres, Some placed
there inearty Manch have since
been froed after testing negi-
trvee

Meamwhile, an analysis af
the statistics from the port
shiews 66 paor cent of the posh
tive cases are aged bethween 30
omd 58, and egqually spread on
sy lines,

The exerutive wis reluctant
o discuss the reasoms for the
muprid spwreadd of the vins at tha
port despite mounting crti
cism that authoritles thera
wiere show in putting in meas
ures to prevent infections and
responding when infections
bexjzan to nse.

There §s consensus among
stakehodders that the port's
first infectons onginated from
foretgn salors who came into
condact with port employees
But it iz also evident that
despite mitigation measures
pait in place mfter the fact,
authorities were overwhelmed
b thee Fwge mumiber of employ
e ] imability bo shast dosen
ke opserat ons.,

Port officials stringently
dery reports that they were lax

A Kenya PMLAM :ﬂﬂmwmm tecting at the facility in Mombasa C

Covid-19 effects

u Following the mpid
spraad of the winus
various state depart-
ments and parastatals
hosted at the part such
as the Kenya Revenue
Autharity, National
Transport and Satety
Authority hawve recalied
thelr employees and
sealed down opemation
E KRA k& now encouraging
online clearamnce of ¢ ango
to avokd congestion and
human interact ion

B EPA has since sant
employees in non-strate-
gic departments or those
with proaxisting
conditions or those aged
58 and abowve homi to
sbem community sprad.

ar that foreign infected foreign
sailors died within the port or
interacted with port workers,
denials that cannot be inde
perdently confirmed,

William Ruto, the general
ramager and harbour master
incharze of overmaent of ships
at the port maintains that no
e of s vigiting wessel eall
ing 8% £he Port of the Mombasa
has tested positive for the
Viris.

Captain Buto said all vesssls
arriving at the Port must
geclare the health stabus of the
crew  Including providing
health records for the vessels®
b prart cadlks.

“Those (vessels) that orig
niate from countries that are
cornavines hot spots ane sub-
jected o vigorous inspection
and crew prohihited from leay
g the ship,” Ruto fold The

Mombasa port hotspot for
Covid-19 spread at Coast

Sranaard. Acconding to acting
K Ports Avthority Mg -
ing Director Rashid Salim,
maost of the infections have
e recorded in the container
Termimal Operations and Con
ventional Cargo departrments,

The commaen denominator
among these departments is
thiat they have alot of employ
oo warking In close quarters
and most of thelr duthes
imvobee widespread exchange
af documents.

Interaction

These departments nferact
very much with foreigners and
other port users, ncluding
from Container Frelght Sta-
tions.

James Onyango Ohugi,
whiose comtroversial noctumal
Taariald in Siova sparked outrage
two weeeks ago, worked in the
Cormventional Cargo Depart
ment, which has recorded five
infections. According to the
government, Oy died from
Covid-19 complications,

Ursula Buluma, the first
reported case and desth at the
port, worked in the ¥Wellare
department, which iz adiscent

“Those (vessels)
that originate

from countries that
are coronavirus
hotspots are
subjected to
vigorous inspection
and crew prohibited
from leaving the
ship.”

Captain Willkam Ruto, port
(e R

d
oty on Momday, | Ketan Kacan Stindad]

to the Conventional Cargo
depariment.

Like Owvugh Buluma had
underlying health issues and
had also gone o a funeral in
Kilifi, where an mfacted person
WaS presont.

Hecause of 1ts very utility,
most port operatlons cinnot
shut down, This means that
there has been a continuous
flow of cargo from Uganda,
oversens and other countries
by s and road

Last Wednezday ten Ken
yvan drivers who hod trans
ported goods from the port to
Uganda tested positive, They
e bsolated in Makindiu

Following the rapld spread
of the vines, various State
depariments and parastatals
hosted at the port, such as the
Kernyva Roverme Awthority ard
Matioral Transport and Safety
Authority, have recalled ther
emplovess and scaled down
operitions.

KRA is now encourmging
onling clearance of cargo to
awpid congestion and human
interaction. It has since sen
emplovees in non-strategic
departments, those with pre
existing conditions or those
aped 58 or ahove home to stem
eosrrrmanity sy

Meamy hile, Enitaba believes
the indthal nfections atthe port
originated from omtside Mom-
basa and that the nature of
economc activity has contnib-
uted tothe subseduent spread.

“Mombasa s Kenyas see
ond city and because of the
econoInic activity bere many
peopde comie in and out,” Kos-
taba savs,

But she notes that port
workers, like other citizens,
must exerclse personal
hiygiene and social distancing
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~—— Healthcare Facilities
in Kenya

The Stan dard Newspapet will be publishing an informative
feature dubbed, “Leading H-:thqr.ﬁ:ldﬂﬂﬂhl-u}rn" .
The initiatres seoks to inform the public on their

responsibilities against the COVID - 15 pandemic

a5 infected or affected porsons

The feature will also highlight on:
» Leadng healiboame facilfties in the nnunl:r','
& Counly preparedness
+ Emengency and Medical Insurance Covers 5
& Ambulance, Evacuation and Erm:fgnnql Sonvices ’ =
= Healtheare equipment suppliers 1

Az one of the ey providern, You are mited to shiecase
your contribution in compacting this pandemic

To participate kindly contact I
Richard on Tol: 872§ §71 837 or E-mall rekiko @standardmediacoke

- Standard
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_
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AUTHORITY OF KENYA

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCAM ON SIM CARD REGISTRATION AND OWMNERSHIP

It hast come 1o our attention that some unscrupulous persons are sending messages o mobila
subscribers and o0 social media platlorms purportedly to caution reciplents that they have sxceaded
EhRi fraEmUm Aufmber of SIM cards allowed per DubBicriber

>v COMMUNICATIONS

The rmessages ane crafted 1o appear as oniginating from the Communications Commission of Kenya
(CCHL thé predeéecaiior to theé Communicationd Adthorty of Kemya (CA) A lelephoné Aumibes i &lso
preraded purgortedly to enakie reciplants securs further assstanca

We with to drge the publss to ignong these messagped, as they 9o nol emandle from CA but Trom
crminads, wino are oot 1o Inck mecipienis nio divwiging parsonad Infoemation, including 1D card
mumbars and othar impariant detads for reedulent purposes

This type of scam is referrad to as Smishing whers fraudsters send SHS fexis purporting to oniginate
fram & fepltable company with the saprets purpois of icking subscRbers o FEvedlng Dearianal
inlormation, The criminals use the informaticn o cbisined, including 1D, wvsernames, passwords, PIN,
and credit card details, o steal money from tha reciplent

It i& important for the public to node that mobdle operators (or thelr agents) ane the only entities
authorized 1o register SiM cards. As tha ICT sector reguiatory agency, CA, therefore, would have no
bugingss seeking personal informalion from modle subscribers for punposed of registration

In light of tha foregoing, wa urge the public to exerciss caution and refraln from following the
instructsond in the messaged including clicking on linkd provided on sacial meda platforms

To raprt similar cases, mombers of the publs are heredy agvisad 1o contact the Matonsg| KE-CIHT/
CC via incidenti@es-cirl go ke o through [he Tollowing Hotlinmes - +254 T0F 043700 and

=254 FEOTITO0.

Hre Mercy Wanjau

Ag DIRECTOR GEMERAL

Haaed Office Wasten Coas1 Magiomad Centrsd Gegicnsl Difice  MNysnzs Heglonal Difics

CA Cianire Regional Ofoe CHfscw Garnund Elgcr Advecitey 7 Fioor Laks Batin =al

B Ans 14440 Ink Figor HWDA FPlafe Y= Floory 55F Sulding  Plara B Bl POEE

Micthe. G000 VitHos L0 Py B B0 A1 Baow Tha Wy WOI0G0 Ricdyie O LOAITIO

Emal nfelion ks MODE OPD30ETHIT  migruis 0733043752 Mokils - OP0 I T Erral regdids go ks
Emil wonitos Qo gl crodfea goan Erns | covaiica g ke

Rise and b
a shield an
efender.

The spirit of our nation runs deep
in each and every one of us.

Together we can be victorious
against the Coronavirus.

Let us all earn our stripes.

#ColoursOfHope
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Busia. Ojaamong fronts
six for cabinet positions

B Governgd Sospeter Ojaamong
I5 st to expand ks cabined by
incorparating Six mone Chief
Crfficars. Mow MCAs are expected
i chebate the new nominees
Should the nominees be endprsed,
Uraamang will hawve 1o reshuffle his
foam as hie seeks io iImprme
sarvice delvery to the people, The
six that County Public Service
Board has nominated are Hallen
Mukanda, Resetyra Barasa, Bdwan
Do, Tom Ekisa, donathan
Abwakau and Everlyre Mbing
Some departments like Finance,
Heatthand Culture sithear hawe a
chiel officer o County Executive
Committee members in acting
capacity for the st two

years [Ignatius Ddanga]

Nairobi. Atwoli praises
State for reclaiming land

B Central Crgantsation ol Trade
Uniers (Cotu) Secretary General
Francis Atwm has asked povern
ment to fast-track repossessing of
public proparty and bring the
perpetratorns (o ook Mr Atwok
fautted irvectigative agencies oo
taking lorg in apprebending
cormupt individuals, He commend
ed poverrment for repossessing
3000 acres inBuai, which had for
years hampared efforts to expand
a sewerape reatment plond

Al said those responshis
should have been amested a long
time ago, On Wednesday State
excanaton descendad on the
prirme land associated with a
prommenent poditician, Varous
police ynits watched the exercisa

[David Njaaga]

Meru. Hospital gets ICU
unit as pandemic nears

B The corstriction of a six-bad
Infensive Care LnRt and three-bad
High Dependency Uinit sectionat
Neru Level 5 Hospital will be
complate in ore mont b Governo
Baitu Murungi confirmed this and
urged countes io stop competing
on wha was better prepared for
the cormnavirus, “Mo county was
atequately prepaned farafull
b pandemic,” Kiaitu sakd, He
added that cownties should
instasd concentmte on prevwntion
of spread of the virus, and work
teewiardds ensuring the disease doas
not overwhelm the country. Kiraitu
also announted thal ha had
increased the bed capacity in
isoltonstations to 56 (36 at
county hospital and 20 at Mboroga
Health Centra). Mbomga s the
desigrated county Cosad-19
cent e [ Wainaina Ndungi]
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Ownership row. Deputy President yet to speak out on the alleged grab thought to have taken place in the mid-1990s

Osero, his associate,
says DP has legitimate
title to the property in
guestion and thus no
one should lay claim to
it.

By Moset Michira
newsoesk R s andr smelia o e

Deputy President Willinm
Ruto will not be challenging
thie repossession of the Rual
sewerage lind, a close ally and
hiifiees parthier S

Patrick Osero, who co-0wms
Weston Hotel with Dr Ruto,
termed the Wednesday evie-
tion of Renton Compamy from
the contésted property os
mualicirais,

“He will not contest the
repossestion. He (DP) has a
begrit imate title tothe property
in s house, How cin amvong
Ly ckalm toit," Osero posed,

Osero claims he does not
oy ey Ahiire of the property
bt wis well aware about
Ruto's avwmershipof the ME00-
acre property through Renton
Company whera o private
murticipality wos intended.

Saying he was an authority
o arry property owned by the
D Osero said the lend has not
been collate mlised to any lend-
or a5 had been widely specu-
fated.

Other doouments, however,
indicate that the firm may hawve
at least sought to charge the
property io Kema Commercial
Bank, currently trading as
KCR, even though vae colild nod
immedistely confinm whethers
fumads were ever relessed.

Bt a% bt weolld emenge, Ren-
ton Campany does ot exist &
e regist ry of cofmpries even
theogh there are several vari-
ants of the name. And Futo is
yet to speak ot on the alleged
grab, which is thought to have
taken place in the mid-T19904,

Ermmuanue| Talem, the [iree-
tor of Communication in the
Deputy President’s office, had
on Wednesday denied Ruto's
link to the property.

“As far as | know, the DP
does not own that land. You
can firsd that out from the neg-
istry and you know 1 do not
work there” Mr Talam told
The Standard on Wednesday
when the demolition was
OnEOInE.

2010 pefition

Court documents, ma petl-
tiom fled in 2010 bw Renton
Cormpany agrinst Nairohi City
Council and former seniar offi-
clals Philip Kizia and Tom
Creborgn, indicate that the firm
had sought to charge the prop-
erty to KCE and had also

Anevicted officerattached

the EastPark Police

Ally says DP owns Ruai land
but won’t contest eviction

Station prepares toleave tha

sewerage land in Fuai on Wednesday. G501 and police were deployed to maintain security as the
government took over the land, [ Do o Nasags Stadard |

The land in
question

& Grabbingof the Rual
land has hampered
previous efforts ta
axpand t he sewerags
treatment plant whaose
Irdtlal capacity was
imtended to last the city
until 1994

B Records relating to the
larsd thust weas intended
for the expansion of the
Siwerage treatrment plant
show it chould have
rrvarted to governmaent
after the irmegular

Al ation

® GG Gachihi, thae
Registrar of Titles, had in
2000 cancelled the
aliacation to private
dawalopers through a
gazette notice

sought fo be connected to the
electricity grid. Howewer, Mr
Cedongo = then the director
of Land and Planning - caw
tioped KCB apainst extending
the facility, saying the Lemd was
mddeed public and intended for
expansion of the sewerage
treatment plant.

Mr Kiska, who served as the
tovwn clerk for Mairobi City
Council for three years until
202, questioned the legiti

macy of the allocation

“Tfthere & anvthing to show
that the allacation followed
due process then the alleged
owmers should seck compen
sathon,"” he said.

Kizsia added that the cty
eotmiel did not Bave the pose-
15 to allocate land meant fior
pubdic use, in this case infend
el Tor the expantlon of the
sewerage treatment plant, to
private entities

NOC was lormally granted
the entire parcel of land regis
fered as LR 128790 n 1906
whiore the sewerage works was
afready It was partof LR 129749
which i5 5336.2 hectares
{13,186 agcres), acoording to the
AT SUrWY mare.,

Four portions werne caryed
ot of the swathe of land on
which the city councillors
intended to seftle landless
dharedlors.,

Renton and another firm
associated with former MP
Cyrus Jirongo were allocated
two of the parcels measuring
L0 andd 1000 acres respec-
tively,

Court recornds Sdbeate that
Renton claims to have paid
Sh18.2 million to NCC. but the
clmm was not backed up by
any documents,

Mr Jirongo wis able o
charge the property to Kemya
Post Bank Credit, which has
sirceenlapsed, n 1994 for Shi

“He will not
contest the
repossession. He
has a legitimate
title to the
property in his
house. How can
anyone lay claim
to it?"

Patrick Ogero, DP Ruto's
associate

biltiem, a Bet confirmied yester-
day by the Kenya Daposit
Insurance Corporaiion
Mohamud Ahmed, the chief
et v of KIDC, sabd the cor-
poratkom was st holkding onto
the title deed, which he
deseribed as having been

“proper by charged™

4 The title for the piece s
with us duly charged,” Ahmed
sald

He couild not Emrmedintely
canfirm how much Jirongo's
loen has now swollen to, but it
has previously been reparted
o have crossed Sha billkon,

It 15 unclear whther Jirom-
go's partion of the land would
also be repossessed corsider-
ingr the similarity in cinoum
stancesof allocathon, Should it
end in the same way, the KNG
would be lefi holding onto
winrt hless pipors,

Most details relating to the
Renton land are eaptured ina
peefition filed by the late Jacob
Jumi challengring the owemer-
ship of the land,

Jumn had moved fo court
jorintly with ardinary squatters
who had moved on to the
1B -pere land.

[n his petition, he termed
the allocation as fraudulent
and citid the record 55 miln-
tbes It gk the formal grant of
the land to NCC and the subse-
gieent transher to Renton

“Prior to the transfer and
registration of the st land tn
fivour of Renton Company
Limived on April 12, 15996 at
10, 25am, the land had beon
eoquired by the governmant
and reserved for construction
of i seweer plant and expanson
of sanitary faciities inthe city,

Suft land

“Thie suit land having been
reserved for public purpases
e thee peroreshomn af the Con-
stitution and Government
Land Act, it was not available
for alienation. the grant in
respect of the suit land was
regstered in favour ol the Ciny
Council of Nairobd at 9.30am
April 12, 1896 and then hur
rigdly transferred to the first
respondent on the same day ot
0. Sam,” read Jumas peti-
Hiom,

Besides the patition, a cowrt
had anmulled the supposed
allocation of the parcel to Ren-
D GOy,

[ 2000, GG Gachihi, the reg-
istrar of titles, cancelled the
allocation of the lend to pri
vate developers through a
gazette noticoe which effective-
Iy meant that even the souat-
ters wonld ot heve a claim on
the lamd,

Gachii specifically pointed
gt LR 129793 granted to
Jirongo and LR 126794 allo-
cated to Renton as illegal and
umconstinetional

“Under the ciroumstances
and in view of the public need
mnd interest, the povernment
revokes all the said titles”
wride the registrar,
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Grave danger. Double body bags are used to ensure there isno leakage

Eventhedead
caninfect the

living with virus

Fluids from corpses
can put the lives of
those examining or
handling bodies at
risk, pathologist says.

By Beldesn ¥allaula

T O i R AL O T O

It = possible for one to
confract coronavirus from
the body of a person wha has
chiesd from Covid-19, a pathal-
ogist has snid

Emy Rogena {preirvd ), o
professor in human pathol-
oy at Jomo Kenyatta Uni
versity of Agriculbure and
Techmol oy, Says cormses cin
expe] fluids while they ane
beeimg miovied or transported,
putting the lives of those
emining or handling the
bancliess at risk.

*Thee virues can sthck to sur-
faces for longer hours and
that's why double body bags
are wsed to ensure there & mo
tmakage of body thids,”™ Pral
Rogera, who izalsoa private
foreatsic pat hologist, says.

This revelation comes in
the wake of reports
that a Thai pathologist died
from moromayines aftercatch-
ing it froem a body in what is
belirved to be the first case of
fits kimd.

Infectious sampiles

According to a report
authored by twodoctors and
published in the Jowrnal of
Forensie and Legal Medr
cime, the pathologist who
wirked in Bargok came info
contact with a Covig-1%
COTpSE,

Romena =avs pathodogisis
are awane when dealding with
samples that are highly
infectiouns by wearing per
sonal protective aquipment
o limit expeosure. Further,
with the pandembe, they hawe
recomimended that fans not
bewsed In mortuanes,

“During this pandemic,
one can only carry out an
autopsy i they are sure they
are wiel] trained for a particu
Lar technigque they are using,
and the surrounding muast
support the procedure they
are doing, like the negative
Pressune moms,” she says,

“Also, one should have
enough clinical information
before starting a postmor-
peim just to rube oot the
chance that the person died
from Covad-19 by reviewing
thedr clinical backgronrd, ™

W At every point of
handiing human
PEmaing of a Cawd-19
patient, appropiate
personal protective
equipment { PPE) must
b worn

B The hady should ba
packed in double-leak
proaf body bags

B Disinfect the body
bag and all wvisible
surfaces with 0.5%
Solium hypochlorite
[bleach)

B A public heakth
official should ba
designated in advanca
to acoompany the body
from thi hospital to the
place of final disposi-
thon to ensure the
safety of all those
imvendved in the process
B Government
guldance on the
conduct of funerals
which Includes
milnkmising the number
of attendants to not
i than 15 and
ensuring social
distancing

Rogena further advises
her colleagues not perform
postmorterns in instances
where 1 hospital physiclan
has certified the pathent died
from the coronavirus dis
S0,

Local pathologists have
come together under the
Eiempa Assoctation of Climical
Pathologrists (KACP) to sup
part the developments of
systems for dealing with
Ehnsa sy elbie Froam Gl -1

The dizease is classified as
o groaep 3 (HG3) disease, like
hepatitis Band C, uberoalo-
sis amd Sars, as s agents can
pasily spread in the comim-
mity.

Rogera says if a patholo
151 15 CArTyIng ouf a proce-

dure and firds an infectionin
the lungs, they should stop
immedigtely and disinfect
the body to avaid the spread
of the infectinm

“Covad-19 is wiremic and
can b detected in blood, 5o
any body Hukd 15 potertially
trfective and that's why we
wse & packaging system thai
i leak-prool,

=“Covid-19 is a respiratory
pathogen and can be trans
mitted via respiratory drop
lets, bot also through the
hibosrud of 8 virermic patient.”

She adds that after the
pandemic, Kenyan culture,
when it comes to handiing
the dead and buirkals, might
change &5 people adapt to
TIEW WHYS.

“Culture is determined by
sochety dand the oommiarity
Cultare & not statse, if has to
change at some point and
keep evolving in a positive
wiry. People may see the good
i Eastor chispoaal of bodses,”
gl roles,

Riogena also asks the pub
lie ot to stigmatise farnilies
whose kin die from the wirus
by ek thverm feel Blee they
are the catse or that they
miay also die,

“Health workers conduct
iz the burials should ensum
they follow stipalated barial
policies s0 a4 to maintain the
dignity of the dead. When
disposing the dead, emyiron
mental safety should be
observed, After the aufopsy,
r|:'|r"|!5-|'l-!'£:,-' ".h|:1,||1“'rl;']‘:l..'|-:“iﬁ|'.-;|,-|.|
in a way that iz safe for the
environment and the grave
shonitd be a standard six feet
degp to lomit exposune,” she
alids.

Farmily inwabviment

Riogena says body viewing
i= limited o identification,
with the next of kn support -
el o federtify the body prior
to the closure of the body
heg.

“Grief is one of the stages
fammilies go through and they
need eounselling, This is
wiwre healtheare workers
niead to eome in by giving the
right informaton since buri
itl 15 within 48 hotrs.”

And as the number of
those who become infected,
sick and die from coromavi
rus increnses, Rogena savs
pathologists will comtinue to
follow thelr mandate o
imvestigate and determine
the cause gnd manner of
death,
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BRITISH AMERICAN

ToBACCO
KENYA

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS

POSTPONEMENT OF THE 68™ ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING & ADVANCE PAYMENT OF PROPOSED
FINAL DIVIDEND

NOTICE 15 HEREBY GIVEN that the 68" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of

British American Tobacco Kenya plc (BAT Kenya) scheduled to take place on 29*
April 2020, has been postponed.

The decision is based on the evolving public health threat posed by the
COVID-19 Pandemic and consequent guidance issued by the Capital Markets
Authority, as well as our intention to ensure the safety of the Company’s staff,
shareholders and other stakeholders who would be involved in the AGM. The
Board will continue to monitor the situation and announce the new AGM date in
due course,

Advance payment of proposed Final Dividend

As annoumced in the local Dailies on 20 February 2020, the Board of Directors
has proposed a Final Dividend of K5h, 30.00 per ardinary share, in respect of the
vear ended 37 December 2019, to be recommended for approval by
shareholders at the AGM. The Final Dividend, when added to the Interim
Dividend of KSh., 3.50 already paid, gives a total dividend of K5h 33.50 per
ordinary share,

However, owing to the uncertainty created by the COVID-19 pandemic,
postponement of the AGM and the need Lo facilitate shareholder access to their
funds, the Board has authorised the advance payment of the proposed Final
Dividend. The payment is made in compliance with the Company's internal
governance procedures, dividend policy, and the law; and is consistent with the
recent guidance from the CMA on how to manage dividend payments in the
current circumstances .

The proposed Final Dividend will be paid on 29 April 2020, net of with-holding
tax, to shareholders on the register at the close of business on 20™ March 2020,
The proposed Final Dividend will be presented to shareholders for ratification at
the Annual General Meeting when held,

Appointment of External Auditor

In compliance with Section 721 of the Companies Act, 2015 and bearing in mind
recent guidance from the CMA on progressing appointment of the External
Auditor owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Board of Directors will proceed
to appoint Messrs KPMG Kenya as External Auditor of the Company for year
2020 and fix their remuneration. The appointment will also be presented to
shareholders for ratification at the Annual General Meeting when held.

By order of the Board

Waeni Ngea (Ms.)
Company Secretary

23" April 2020

DISCLAIMER:
This armouncerment hos been foued with the approval af the Capltal Markets Autharity (CA)
The CMA however arsumes no respamibifly for the correciness of siglements oppearing in this
FIPOLTIC e,




Coronavirus

Breakthrough

Kenyans
stuckin

Chinato
fly home
onMay1

Hungiredds of Kermrams stranded
in China will finally fiy home an
May 1. s the Eenyvim Embassy in
the country has communicated
thie date when a Might will be
availahie,

Those who wish o travel back
haome will pay 5750 (ShE0LH0)
for the eeomomy elass ticket fmam
Guargzhou fo Nalrobi

The Kenyan Embassy in China
yvesterday said the airfare had
besen discoumited and maintained
that the government wowld only
facilitate those who can afford
the ticket.

“Ciost of tcket will be borme by
an individual whowill personally
book and pav for it on the plat-
form provided by Kenva Alr-
ways,” the e mbiassy said ina com-
mumnique to the Kenyans in China,

The new communication
cormes armid b hbened eriticism
on how the Minkstry of Forelgn
Affairs has handled the predica:
ment of the Kenyans stuck in
China. many of them students
ancd business. people, who have
been unahle to return home for
tack of means, The Chinese gov-
errment has grounded all planes
tovcontain the sproad of the nowe]
COrOIEIWITLS,

Some of the Kenyans have
reparted mistreatment in the
Acian country, specifically
Guangrhow. Videos of Africans
being evicted from their houses
in the eity have been shared on
social media,

Sarah Serem, Eenya's envoy to
China, defending the embassy
from accesations it had aban-
doned the Kenvans, said the
embassy had helped everyons
that was affected

She said she had arranged
alternative accommodatbon for
the evictod Kemyans.

In is motice vesterday, Ms
Serem's office emphasised that it
wias ot evacuating amrone, but
merely fcilitating their traved,

They will also require a Cov-
id-19 dearance certificate, [Allan

Mungai]
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Education. Sossion believes there shall be adequate time to prepare students for national examinations post coronavinis

Principals

ultimatum

if schools
are toopen

Mational examinations
could be delayed by
another three weeks to
fully recover the four
weeks lost interm one.

By Augustine Oduor

aaducriBt ancardmedia.m ke

It is now emenging that the
gever et ramy only hove up
tovthe end of June to recall can-
dadates o schood fo cover the
syllalias and have agual dhanee
to =it the national examing-
Eh0ons,

Interviews with teachers
and education experts reveal
that anything bevoned June will
foree the govermment o mks
serious adjustments, which
may disadvantage some candi-
dates.

With three weeks already
lost during first term, teachers
sald another delay beyond
June will pose & huge challengs
m covering the syllabus and
preparing childeen for exami-
nations. Secondary school
heads said by the end of June,
somie 11 weeks will have been
lost, arguing that any addi
thonal woeek would not be eas-
iy recovined,

Kenva Secondary Schoal
Heads Association {Kessha)
national chairman Kahi Incdim-
ili sald schools ean adjust o
covering the svilabus and pre-
prare the comdidates,

“We can reduce the Augest
holiday to recover the first
thres weeks lost in first term
and seok ways of petting back
the four weeks lost in May,”

sakel Indimli

According to the 2020
schonl calendar, second term
was schedhibed to start on May
o e o last 1 weeks with the
closing dare set for Augnest 7

The one-week half-term
scheduled for Jure 15-19 wosld
bewsed torecover same of the
lost time. Third berm was to
start on August 31 and end on
Oitober 30 to pave way for the
national excaminations. Knec
expmingion fimetable shows
KCPE was to start on October
27 md KCSE on Movember 2,

Tiemie last

[ndimuli said the national
exmingtions could be dolaped
by another three weeks 50 85 to
fully recover the fowr weelks
boest i June,

“This means we may start
ruathomal ecambnations towsmds
end of Movember nd complete
it before Christmas: time.
Marking could even be done
nedt year as was the practice
lomg before the nelorms,™ said
Imafirruli.

Kerma Union of Post Primary
Education Teachers (Kuppet]
Secretary Generml Alello Mis-
orl cautioned that beyond
June, a whole term will have
bt bevst el bt saeoial el mosver T
ihe same,

According to this year's
school calendar, first and sec-
omd terms were to last 14
wieeks, Third term for primary
schoods was tolast nine weeks
and 1 weeks for secondary
schiols,

“With more than 11 wesks
gone, we may not have an

“This means we
may start national
examinations
towards end of
November and
complete it before
Christmas time.
Marking could
even be done next
year as was the
practice before the
reforms.”

Secondary School Heads
Association ¢ hairman, Kahi
Indirmill

upress learning with exami-
nations in mind. A time will
come when it is impossible,”
sabd Misord,

Kt Sicrotary General Wil-
w071 Soasion, however, belicves
there shadl be adeguate time 1o
prepare students for national
aaminations post coronavi
s

*The syilabus ix as good as
dome b most schools; what &
remaining is revision and pre-
paring students for the exami-
rations,” sabd Sosshon,

Parents, howewer, said they
will not release their children
1o schools undess the eoromavi-
rus curve is fnttemnad.

“Parents’ fear remains the
safety of thelr children, wheth-
op cancidates or in lower dass-
&5, This will all depend on the
coromanyinas curve,” said Mich-
ol Moo, the nathonal chair-
miskr of parents.

He further said that before
children @ back to schools,
they must be screened and
those infected Eolated

“They all sorme frorm diverse
oot e some with many cas

“geyond June, a
whole term will
have been lost and
it would never be
the same. With more
than 11 weeks gone,
We may not have an
express learning
With examinations
in mind. A time
will come when it is
impossible."

Kuppet Secretary General,
Akplo Misard

3 registered and this will
affect leaming if proper meas-
WFes are not taken imo corsid-
emthon” said Maiyo,

Kenya Primary Schoal
Heads Assocktion (Kepshad
national chairman Nichoblas
(athemia, hovwever, said teadh-
ers will be ready to teach as
long as thieir safety and those
af chilldren ame guaraniesd

“As long as we are assured
that children and teachers will
be safe, we shall support the
government initiative,” said
Gathimia

In an interview with The
Standard, Indimuli said with
the proposed adjustments, it
wioild be prisctical to retain the
Jarary 1o September school
calendar.

Adjust calendar

“There must be exit and
transition period for leamers
in an edueation setem. 17 this
dioes not happen then ¥ means
that the edoucation calendar
may be adjusted to start in
September and end Saptember
et year tocalncide with unk-

“parents fear for
safety of their
children, whether
candidates or in
lower classes.
Students come from
diverse counties,
some with many
cases registered.
This will affect
learning if
measures are not
put in place."”

Matianal chairman of parents
association, Hicholas Maiyo

versities admissions time,”

saticd Inclinmali.
Horepever, he said, this may
pose  serious challenges

hocause students may be
foreed to sit i same class for
it her year.

“Tnds will come with a lot of
stress amang the learners. The
other question will be wht
happens to Grade 4 pupils in
Competency Based Curricubim
(CBRCT Will they ropeat or will
they be moved to the 8-4-4
system, " sabd Tndirmuli,

Secondary school heads said
i Kermmns comply with health
directives on rmanagement of
Covid-19 and candidates are
sent to school before end of
Jure, teachers would do their
bt B Cooplt,

Inatimmusli ackvized that before
schools open, the Ministry of
Health musi fumigste all ihe
matitutions and shelve plans to
e them as fsolation centres,

“They should also provide
face masks and sanitisers for
wse in schools by the candi-
dates, teachers and the lean
support staff,™ said Inclirmaki

Human-wildlife conflict

KWS clashes with community after poisoning of 18 birds and jackal

been held over the incident, Two
camels that had been missing

WS notocd that the latest case
claimed 1l rufous vuliures, seven

Kienpa Wildlife Service (HWS) sofutions to eman-wildife coes-

has protested the poisoning of

enorrmoneshy from predation over available, usually some form of

the last few months, now total

rare bimls by the pastoralist come
munity i Bumuruti, Laikipia
Conimty

KWS said the 18 hirds died
after emting polsoned camed car-
cinss preyed ugsom by a liom,

The agency explained that the
carcasges of the two camiels wene
protsomed and relensed fo the wild
a5 o retatlation for Bons preyving
an westnck

*"The ewmer of two camels that
wene preved upon by a lon has

from a boma for four days were
killed by a lion whose foot marks
wiere identified in the vicinbty®
regdd a post on KWS Facebook
page.
Ina statement ssued by Laiki
pia Farmers Association (LA,
the cornrmunity said they resort-
ad to poizaning wildlife due to
high cases of Klling of livestock
by predators, with no interven
tion or compensat ion from KWS.
“This comrmumity has suffensd

limg 10 cowys, four camels and 3
shiep. Living in Lakipia, for both
farrners and pastorali=ts, comes
with many challenges, mostly
due to human-wildkife conftict,”
said LFA commmumicat ions officer
Camilla MeConnall,

Mz MeConnel said in retalin-
tion to killings of livestock, the
community often resorted fo
wildlife podsoning.

“A carcass will be contaminat-
o with whatever choemibcal easily

pesticide. It is than left for the
lioms to eat and die, Scavengors
like mckals, hyvenas, vultures,
iaples, storks follswing the pred-
ators also become victims of poi-
soning, " she sasd,

" polsoned carcass can
remmain toie for at lesst 8 week
depending on the weather and
desage, This means it can con-
timue to cause more casualties
thin mbended.” she said,

As arganEations and conzery-
ancies strive to find workable

istenee, LFA stated that partion
lar animals were dangerous and
poed risks tothe commmunity,

=1 thve habyits o unchecked for
too long, the animals will attack
livestock and people, leading to
i isastrows tnjury,” she added,

MeCommell further said the dis
15T FORES M P T ESS 0TS of OIS0
in predators kad ed toa steep
decline in vulture populations
over the last decade, 1o the paint
they are now conskdered criti-
cally endangered,

tawny eagles and ane siheer jack-
al, all endangered speches.
“Camples (romm thie valtures ane
with the Government Cherrist for
analysis, whige the carcasses have
been disposed of 1o prevent
potential spread of diseaze, WS
15 working with the local admiin-
istration and Directoraie of Crim-
inal limvestigations to determine
the sotroe aof the poison,” read

the statement, [lacinta Mutura]
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COMMUNICATIONS
AUTHORITY OF KENYA

SCAM ON SIM CARD REGISTRATION AND OWNERSHIP

It mas come to our attenbon that some unsCrupulous persons & sending messages to mobsle
sibscribers and on foclal media platforma puerporbiedly to caubicn reciplents that they have exceided
the maximum number of SIM cards allowed por subscriber,

The messages are crafied 1o appear as origmating from the Communications Commisshan of Kenya
CCCKD, the predecassor bo the Communications Acgthority of Kenya (CAY A telephona number is also
prowiced purportedly (o enabla recipants sscund fTurthar assisiamce

W wish to unge the public to lgnom thess messages, as thay do not omanate from CA but from
cfimminals, who afe oul o bnck reciplents into devalging perssnal nformation, including D card
numbsers and other important detadls for fraudulent purposes.

This Dy of Lo S ralorred Lo a3 Srrethng whars ITsusitars sand SMS et purpaing O &figinate
from a reputable company with the express purpose of tricking subscribers into resoaling personal
information. The criminals use the information so obtained, including 1D, usermamas, passworos, FiM,
and cradil card delads, bo steal money Tram The recipient.

It 15 knportant for the publc 1o nobe that mobdle oparaiors (or theer agents) are the only entities
suthorized o register SIM cards. As the ICT sector regulslory sgency, CA, therefore, wiuld Bave no
business spaking personal information from mobile subscribers for purposes of registration

Irv Bghl ol the loregoing, we urge the public 1o exenclse caution and refran from Tollowing the
instructions in the mesages including clicking on links provided on social media platforms

To repor], shimilar cates, membars of the public ane harsby advaed o contact the Natlona! KE-CIRTS
CC wia incldents@ke-cirt.goke or throwgh the following hotlines - +254 703 042700 and
+254 TRO-17270:0,

Mrs Marcy ‘Wanjau

Ag MRECTOR GENERAL

ipad Office Weitern Coant Bighsnal Cantral Regional Offica  MNyanza Regsonal Offica
LA Cantre Rageonat (Hfica Oitfice (ErodsmT Floor, Adhaneabes I Flooe ki Baram Ml
Pl P 1448 lal Floor KvDA PATS I Pl NESF Bulldng  Placs B0 Bow 2016

Mpbie: (705042000 POBox I34E P B Bk P Bcm 134 Mymri 30100 Mok OTO304T80

Crail inlo@cagoks Motle OFOLOANCS  popge DIDE0ATISY Minkds | OPOO0&THE]

Email noodicd go s
Erai: mic@Tagol®  Emat coBcagole  Emal  cemicagoke

—— Healthcare Facilities
in Kenya

The Stan dard Newspager will be publishing an informathee
fizature dubbed, “Leoding Healihoore Faclllties in Kemypa ™
The inteatie seeks to inform the public on their
responsibiities against the COVID = 15 pandemic

as infected or affected persons

The feature will also highlght on-

Leading healthcare facilities in the country

County prepanedness
Emangoncy and Medical Insurance Covers
Armbulance, Evacuation and En'llrrgﬂ-nr:y Sorvices

Healthe are ecpuipment suppliss

A=z ane of Lhe ey providers, you are vited to showcass
your contribution in compacting this pandeamic. o

To participate kindly contact .

Richard on Tel o728 mmﬁt-mu:mﬂuw
- Standard

" @ & W @

n

FIRST ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019
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Medics on
strike over
March pay

Cpermtions of Garissa referral
hospital were paralysed yester-
day after healtheare workers
downed tools over last months
Y.

The workers, who comeereed at
the county's biggest hospital,
vowed not o resime work untdl
their demands are met, saying
they gave authorities enough
time to snhve the Bsues

The healthcam workers strik-
irg incluted doctors, marses, pe-
diatricians, pharmacists, nutri-
itlomists, lab technologists, den-
risiz, murses and clinicians,

Subordimate staff in the hospi
tal also downed their tooks,

The regions acting Kenva
Medical Practithoners, Pharma-
cists and Dentists Union spokes-
man Hassan Abdi Mohamed said
over the last three years their
salaries hud abavays deloyed, “Yiou
can imagine it is April 23, yet
healtheare workers have not
been paid March salaries. We
wol't resume duty untll salaries
are i, hesaid

Hi adchod that bewe allowane-
&5 for the workers had not been
peaid and some of them had not
baen profmoded for fiee wears

“Thie county povernment has
not been remitting statutory fees,
including NHIF, NS5F and union
subscriptiors,” said Dr Abd,

The strike comes of a Hme the
coiemtry | battling coronavins, a
plotwal pamdermbe that his clatrmed
thouwsands of Hwes, including
healtheare workers in the front
Lime,

The undon officials feared the
county administration was il
prepared in case o patient tested
positive for Covld-19, saymg Per-
sonial Profective Egquiprment
(PPEs) were not availoble

It will b wery difficult for us
ti Aght Convicd=19kn case of an out-
break becguse there mre only 15
bods, inadequate PPEs and no
gingle ventilator," Abdi said,

Yesterday patients werp
turned away from the medical
facility on arrival while those
admitbed were taken back by
riditives,

The newiorn Batny unit wasat
high risk, as noone wias around to

give care, [Abdimalik Hajir]

Mombasa. Two thugs
killed in shootout

W Two suspecied gangsters
were gunned down by police ina
demates shootout at Nyali bridge
inMombasa. According 1oa
police source, the suspects had
retibed a wholesale shop in
MakLipa and escaped uting 4
matorcyche, Myali Sub-county
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Agriculture. Major reforms in the pipeline

CS Munya cracks the whipon
brokers in new teasalerules

Inabold attempt toend
Kenya's dubious
distinction as top
exporter of cheap bulk
tea, value addition for
40 per cent of
auctioned tea must be
done locally.

By Walnaina Hdungii

AU SN0 TIMmetia oo e

Tiea buyers at the Mombasa
pesy anact iom will be expected to
parry out value addition locadly
helore shipping, if aset of rubes
awaiting public partiipation
sails through

In a move expected to
improve prices and create
thousands of jobs, the rules
proposed for the tea sector
demand that buyers loeally
add value to at least 40 per
cent of all tea bought at the
Mombasa auction,

The regulations are expect
od to end bulk esports of Ken-
yan tea, which is then hlended
nnd packaged overseas, mak-
i it more lucrative,

The Tea Industry Regula-
tians (20200 currently at the
public participation stage, ghne
current buyers and exporters
nf the Mombasa tea muction a
b year window to comply or
Loes thair Hicenoes.

“All persons registered as
bt Buyers fexporters shall sub-
roit to the authority a returnon
quarterly basis mdicating their
level of compliance with provi-
sionsof this regulation,” stakes
the preoposed Do,

Tabis business plan

The buyers will also be
required to present to the Apri-
culture and Food Authority
{AFAY an elaborate husiness
plan on how they intend to
umderiake wvalee addition, cre

W

T : i J
Farmiars take tea leaves to Glanchere centre in Kisil County. frea farmers have accused factory managements of not collecting the leaves

on thmie, Some say they ctay at tea buying centres overnight walting for cherke and lorries to welgh and ferry the eaves, [ Sy Dmoga

Standard)

nodogy transfer to local eom-
mumnities, Almost S0 per cent
of tea produced in Kenyn is
exported in bulk, after winch it
iz blended and packsged, n the
process mualtiplying in value.
The tradition has nobied local
producers better prices and
exported peckaging jobs
mhroad.

Adl kel tea parchers st be
registered and file monthly
returms to AFA copled o thetr
COUTIEY EOVETTHTNEIES,

Tea brokers, wiho have trod)
tlonally been sell-regulating
under the East African Tea
Trade Aszaciation (EATTA)
that runs the Mombasa Tea
Auction wil also b on the AFA
rivdar.

The authority will have pow-
e to lock out amy person oF
firm found to kave taken part
iy basimess practice in the
fiep valioe chain that 1= deermad

Proposed rules

mHaryers to carry ouwt
value addition locally on
it boast 40 parcent of
all toa bowught

® Baryers to present
business plans to the
Agricidture and Food
Barthority (ARL)

will local tea packers
to e registered and ta
file monthiy retums to
AR
mDirectors or entities
whioss licences oF
registration hawe
previously been revoked
of sispanded barred
from tea auct ion

m Tea auctions to be
condue ted sectronl-
cally

®East African Tea Trade
Agzaeiation to seek a
tea aue tioning license

thelr method of doing bust-
THESA

Aleo to b barred from tea
brokemige business are dinee-
tors of a compamy or entity
whose [eence or registrathon
certificate has previously been
revoked or suspended by AFA
for any reason,

Additionally, every buyer,
exparter, importer and broker
shall file monthly retums on
tea bought in the preceding
mamth and the soueree and dies-
tmation of the same.

The regulations also glve
timefines for newly registered
plavers in the tea sector. "A
person who applbes to e reg-
istered asa teabuyer, exparter,
importer, broker, packer ar
awetion organizer shall com-
mence aperations within ane
yiear from the date of issuance
of a registration certificate,”
proposes the reaudnthons,

Beense bo be an auct ion organ-
sar in a proviskon that allows
other operators to establish
similar platforms.

All registered swcton organ
isprs will be requined to estab-
lish an dlectronke trading plat-
form,

Aosed e farmrers in Morangs
are speking reduction af marn-
ggement agency fee from 2.5
percent (o 1.5 percent.

Supporting proposed
reforms in the sector, the farm-
ers’ spokespersons Wanibug
Gachurii and NMierd Waithaka
saicd phe current management
agency fee was . exploita-
tive, They asked that an agent
b lirmuted to & maximum 15tea
factormes,

Thew also recommended a
reduction in the number of
directors ineach factory, say-
g current numbers were too

high. [Additional reporting by

ate new market linkages as  fraudulent, prejudicial, and The ten brokers associstion Boniface Glanmd)

will s employment and tech-  improper or which discredits — will b expected to seek o
Police Commander Danied Leniral and Karmete, adding that
Mumasahba said the afficers who Nakuru. Three beaches nearly all structures on them Silj'l. m[.ﬂl: senton
witra on patrel on Wednesday closed to the public wiern cubrmerped and posad 4 leave over incitement

gvening enforcing the cnaming
curfew haamd commistion and
responded. Detasks of the purmen
and their motoncycle were shared
and a chase was activaled

The suspects wene gunned down
whan they refused (o surmendes
“We alarted our officers manning
tia Wyl bridge roatdblock while
oiher officers from Makupa
chased after the thugs, They
mianaged to catch up with the
suspacts who defiad orders to
surrencier” said Mumasaba Gne
of the thugs threw his guninto
the ocean [Weldon Kipkemal]

W The povernment has directad
that three of the four beaches
around Lake Karasha be closad
aftar iy wera submerged
fallowing the onaoing heavy mins
Residents of Kihobovillage, which
borders the iake, have aso been
otered to shift 8o hgher groand
folowang the sharp risa in water
lewals. The mowe comes a couple
of diwys after rivers Kawakl and
Malewa, whic b empty thelr
waters info the Bke, burst thesi
banks fodkeaing the mins
MNawasha Sub-county Commis
sione Mathioya Mbogo slentiliad
the affected baaches as Kargia

hiealth hazard While issulng the
directive, M Mbogo nobed that
the faclities were a major baalth
threat ot onky fo fishermen but
akeoy tothel customens, and
asked traders to shift 1o safer
beaches “We have agreed with
them [ ishermen) that they will
not operate from the facilities in
thelr current stabe and they hawe
started mosing out, ne sl
Mboga fther added that the
county bas barmed he franspor
tation of fish using persona cars
and puldic semvice vehices (o
curbthe spread of Covid-19. [An-
tony Gitonga]

B A senior health officer has
been sent on comgiuksony leave
for allegedly inciting fellow haatth
wiorkiers and jsorpadising the wa
against Covid-19. Peter Omoth
the Bondo Subs County Medical
Officer oof Health, i= facing seve ral
accusations including an aliegad
lack of commitment in Lhe fight
against Cowid-19. In-a et ter dafed
April 17, 200 and copled 1o
Gowernor Cornel Rasanga, Omath
ks also accusedof promoting
stigma among front-ine bealth
workers, [divia Odhiambo]

e s w4
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Public Notice

Service of Court and Tax Appeals
Tribunal Documents

Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) informs members of the public
that service of Court and Tax Appeal Tribunal documents shall
now be done through the following email address:

LegalServices @kra.go.ke

For clarification please contact the Legal Office on
Tel. Number: +254 709 011 688

Commissioner for Legal Services & Board Coordination
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Public Notice

Service of Documents in Support of Objections
to VAT Automated Audit (VAA) Assessment

The Kenya Revenue Authority informs all our esteemed customers
that all documents in support of objections to VAT Automated
Audit (VAA) Assessments for VAT Returns for the period January
2018 to May 2018 should be scanned and sent to the following
e-mail address:

VAAlegalservices@kra.go.ke

For clarification please conlact the Legal Office on
Tel. Number: +254 709 011 688

Commissioner for Legal Services & Board Coordination
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From Sonko to Badi, Nairobi needs
more work and less petty dramas

Editorial

Nairobians na ridiculous twist of events, Mainobi Gowver-
shauld nat be ror Mike Sonko wants to reverse the recant
saddled with transfer of four key functions to the natkonal
litigation ROVETTITIENL, )

th:t'::d: no Completely out of the blue in February this

valus to thels vear, the Mairobi County government transferred
1 i health, transport services, public works, and plan-

ning and development functions to the national
gprvernment folowing mutual agreement.

In highly publicised protocal, Sonko was seen
sigrmimg the deed of transfer om behall of the coun-
ty povernmernt, while Cabinet Secretary for Devo-
hution Eugene Wamalwa skned on behalf of the
nantbonal government, President Uhare Kenyatta
s witness o thal ceremony.

Slightly over a monith after the transfer, Sonko
gppears to have changed s mind. However, itisa
fittletoo late in the day for him to renege on a deal
e willimg by shgmied, for severn] reasons,

Froam thie outset, there was o general foeling
that the tramsfer had not followed the right proee-
cure. cieally, it should kave accommaodated the

ond, it was not subjected to public participation.
Had that been ohserved, the excuses Sonko now
advances that be did not read the deed of transfer
wronild not have arisen If anything, the admission
that he did not read the deed vindicates those
wiho have held the view that Sonko was not cut
ot for the job of running a complex metropolls
1ike Mairobi, which also holds the seat of power of
the national povernmsnt,

Since Sonko has hardly demorstrated that heis
up to the task, the needs of Nafrobians now
desarve (o be properly seen boby the agolitheal
Hairobi Metropolitan Services under Maj Gen
Mohamed Badi, in acoordance with the szree-
ment that the city’s governor signed.

There should be no fuming back, and the
agreement should be allovwed to run it full colirse
s o done dead, Rairobians should not be saddlad
writh litigation that adds no whie to their lives

Yet, to dismiss Sonko's claim that some people
are trving to frustrate himm would be injudcions,
For instance, the proposal by MPs that the 2020-

The Standard is printed and published by the proprietors,

hawsdesk: 3209 Fax: 2203108 Email opediistandadmediz oo ke
Fegistared at the GPO as a news papsar

mput of all stakeholders.

First, the transfer was not deliberated upon in
thecounty assembly to give it legitimacy through
theendorsement of a majarity of MCAs, and sec

Tudane Yoo GCNTLEMEN. TT WAS A PLoasueL
DOWNG BASINCES Wi Yoo... /

starved of funds.

2021 buctpet allocation for Nairobi be held in the
Consodidated Fund is mischievous. The deed of
transfer did not mean Nakrobi County should be

KWS should stop ignoring farmers’ desperate cries

Whenever communities are under skege from
wild anirmals, they seek help from the Kermea
Wildlife Sarvice (KW5).

Howewer, a community that has persistently been
pleading with the agency to intervene in their conflict
with just one elephant i3 now convinoed that KWS
exisis only oo paper

The residents of Jogoo Farm in Makum, wiho neigh
bomar Koibatek Forest in Baringo County, have been
spending sleepless nights since mid last vear, thanks
ts the lone elephant that comes from the forest.

They hinve on mumemns oocasions asked the agency
to relocate or rein in the animal, which destrovs their
crops, fences and other struchures om a nightly hasis,
bat ane year down the line, the elephant is still wroak-

H uman-wildhife conflict is as old &s our country,

img havoc,

Twrice this year - in January and kst week - The They have on
Standard bas highlighted the plight of the farmers, but numerous
even that wiss not enough to jolt KWS into action. oechilons

This begs the questions: does KWS care about com- sked th
muenities that are pat through unspeakahle suffering & .
ke saridedlife? A7 it does, wihy has it not acted in this mat- agency to
ter? [f it cannot restrain one eepharnt, what happens in relocate or
places like Lailkipia where herds of elephants are réin in the
kenorem to nvade vilkages? animal

EW's officials need totake the work they are paid to
dio more sersously, 1Fs totally unacceptable for rest-
dents to complain for a whole year without any maan
kngrful action being taken. [t shows that some peonle
are elther sleeping on the job or don't cane when
‘small’ people are terrorised by wildlife.
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Enforcement of Covid-19
laws must be reasonable

Demas Kiprono

il

ockal media has been
Srd:lur.r with Kenyans com-

plakming of State heay-
hundedness while enflorelng reg-
ulations desigmied to curb Covw-
i 18, suich &5 the requirement to
wear face masks while n pubiie,
the ratioral curfew and certain
trmee] rostrictions.

Eenyans have complained of
being arrested even before the
ciarfew, while others daim to
have boen cougivt up because of
mechical emergencies or unforu-
rate events, sich as vehicle
breakdowns. Some essentiol ser
vice providers ke medbes hiave
bewen harpssed ard bepiten dor-
irgr currfewr hours diespie heing
exempt: others have compluined
af wromgful arrest, pssandt,
extortion and quarsmtine.

O the of her hand, there have
several instances where Kenyans
hawve e caught flouting social
distancng and curfew rules by
throwdng parties and reli-

Elous ceremonies. These actions
paint a bleak picture regarding
whether Kenypams have internal -
ised the exdstential threat that
the corommAdnes poses,

Legitimate aim

As a result of the armogance
and carelessness displayed by
soimie the povernment recently
pnnouneed that those fournd ot -
giche of their houses caring the
curfew peer e woinld be assumed
to have conteEcted coronavirus
and placed under quarantine for
14 days.

Althaough the measire s
understandably supposed tobe a
deterrent to Kemvans who am
minded tovinlate governmeant
imtiatives tocurb the comnmd-
rus, it raises fundamental isses
rezarding the constitutionality
af thie directive, leping m mind
that Lewrs must be clear, reasona-
b, necessary and proportionate
aned pursee a legitimate akm,

Firstly, it ralses pertinent
isses regarding the richts of
persons armested and the right to
o fudr trind because the Constiu-
thom recpaires all arrested per-
sons tobe presented before a
court within 24 hours and enti
thés them to bail and bond.

The Pubilic Health Act alsa
reuires such persons (o be
armested, charged and possihly
fimizcl Sh1,000, Moreover, anly a
court of lw can allow the gov
primient to hald a person
heynd this poriod in very spe-

cific circimstances.

Secondly, many question the
rationale by the State that fout-
ng curfew means a person ks
likedy imfeched, Does the fact that
wou ware outside pest Tpm have
a measirable correlation with
wourr Hkelihood of infection - or
is it a plov to extrajudicially pun-
ksh those Routing regulations?

Thirdly, the Sha0 000 fine for
Faibure to wear & fce mask may
b porsbdered overkill, consider-
ing that 37 per cont of Kenyana
live om bess than 32 (Sh200) &
day. It is noteworthy that face
migsks are Scarcd and expensive.

Thiere Is mount ing evidence
that podice dre using the harsh
cur few proviskons ond the pani-
tive punishment regarding face
miasks toextord Kemyans. The
prospect of paving Sh20.000 or
heing foreadly quarantinaed &
mothvation enough tobribe an
officer to let yougo.

Keryans have criticised police
for enforeing the Covbd-191aws
without observing the very regu-
Lations that they are enforcing
Muost dio not wear face masks,
gloves or observe puidelines on
socinl cistancing. They are often
seen in crowded vehdeles and are
wiery hands-on when prmesting
membsers of the pablic, exposing
themselves to the coronavinus.

The iromy is that the officers
will it eract and exgpose them-
selves to those violating regula-
tioms and procesd todeliver
them toquarantine centmes,
while they, now expased, contin-
i intemcting with ot her Ken-

s in the line of duty,

Several State-run quarantine
centres have also been eriticised
for being unsuitable for isolation
and quarantining due to closo
prosdrmity among those in quar-
anting, poor sanitation stand
dres and the shardng of amend-
thies mich as todlets and shoveers,

The priority of fvery govern
mient nfervention should be to
save lives by showing the spresd
of Covid-19 and ensuring ade-
gumte treatment of those infect-
ed. A e minimmem of such
facilithes s the real isolation of
people fior the required duration.
To pait people in a dormitory-Gke
setting completedy defeats the
prirpose of the mereise,

There |5 now aneed for a deli-
cate balanee of public safety and
public health. The government
nieedks to cheploy dediberate amd
judicious approsches in its inter-
wimntiors, If someanis s found
outsicke durmg curfiew, the offic-
ers imwolved must be humane
ard wse common sensé to verlly
the redsons for violation.

The State should borrow the
‘first dio mo harm' principle that
requires that all interventions
st nod cause further o anmee-
pasary damage or suffer g,

Mr Kiprong (s a constirurfona
avid herriam rights hmenser;
el demailoom
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Are Kenyans doing enough
to help government fight
the spread of Covid-19?

Magority an doing what is expected of themin  helping the

povernment combat coronavirs.,

Jacob Libuyi

Most Kemyans wear face masks and
almoast every home has improvised water
taps that enable them to wash hands more

often with soap, Many people are working at
homie, and keeping indoors hiss minimised
movement and interaction. which enhances
socinl distancing.

Business owmers strictly obsernve stipudated
gubdetines, including designating hand wash-
ing pointsat their premises and lmiting the
customerswho vist their shops to avoid
crowding. But it is worth noting that a lot has

o be done interms of sensitising cifizens on the proper use
of masks to stay safie.
County governiments should consider distributing rewsa-

ble masks to the people frée of chargs, The national govern-
mant’s gesture to give food and cash assistance to poor fami-
lies is a major boast to the fight against Covid-19becanse
beneficianes will not have towormy about what to eat and be
tiEmpted to o ot there and sk contracting the virus,

We wonald like to seea ban on kawking of “fake’ masks

becanse the business could negate gains already made by
exposing unsuspecting Kenyans who buy such commodities
to protect themseves, The quality of masks is key incush-
foming people from contracting the virs.

Restricted entry Into counties and availability of commpul-

sory screening roadblocks mounted by county gover ments
will help in controlling infections.

M Litvt is & commmumine stratere ieader

Athough somecitizens and institutions have done Their part
in trving to Aatten the Covid-19 curve, & few have not. Most

James Sakwa

instinutions closed down and the State asked
people to stay at home unless ahsolutely nee
essary, but vou will still see people invite
gwets (o their houses and venture out when
they do ot offer any essential services,
There are people who do not wash hands,
maintain social distance or wear masks as
expectod. These challenges hivve even boen
exhibited in quarantine centres by Ly
enforcers and citizens who venture out clan
destinely todrink and party, We have seen
drunk youth iflegally ferried m an ambudance

to beat the curfew. W also saw people escape from KMTC
Nairohi quarantine centre,
Majority of county governments are not yet in o stafeof

ermeTgEncy proparedness, save for Mambasa and Machakos,
wihich have dermonstrated some level of sericnsness, It is

pathetic that the Stateand county governments are not hir-
ing miedical lnboratory graduates whose services are critical

at this moment,

Clearly ome can see that wheress majoriny of citizens are
busy trying to flatten the Covid-19 curve, a few with ulterior
motives are exposing others and taking advantage of their
positions to do things that are uracceptalde. This must be
porrectad if we are towin this war,

Mr Sakwa is the Secretary General, Association of Kenyva
Madioa! Loboratorn: At

Text/Photos: John Shiltsa

A Kenyan living and studying in New Zealand
is not hapoy with how the povernment is
handling coronavirus, He says: “Please
remind the government ta stop criminalising
being pasitive for Covid-19, Cartels seem to
have hatched a plan of getting Blegal money
through forced quarantine from sick people
who nesd mare compassion, empathy and
suppart. | wish someone would remind Hon
Mutahi Kagwe that he is the Cabinet
Sacretary for Health, not secretary for

Covid=19. Viery annoying. if you ask me”.

Wve ke ep blaming polica ofTicers for one
inciscrtion or another But Palever will give you
that the police semvice curkculum at the Kiganja
Police Training Collepe does not equip its officers
to-5ee 3 opporiunity inesery msforiune of the
ordinary cliizens. The cumiculum also doesn 't
teach them that “to be humaneis a cardinal sin'
Worse than the police are private hospitaks that
e now seeling mileage from the msery of
ordmary citizens, They charge @most 10 times the
poong rate for anyihing medical, Who will sae
Eenyans from thisaxplotation?

Makrobl Governor Mike Sonka is a lone mnger.
He has always believed he was such a smart
guy, that nobody can pull waal ower his eyes.
But then, belatedly, he has discovered that
when he signed the deed of transfer, inwhich
his county government ceded four functions
to the national gowvernment, he did not know
what he was doing. That not anly marks him
as someaane who is mcompetent to run
Mairobi, it makes him a candidate for court
appearances for failing to ‘widely consult’, as
the Constitution reguires, before putting pen
to paper.

St on Sonko, he should ba 1ok in o uncerain
fErms that any threat on his part to evose the
desd of tramsfer & nothing but hot air, As the man
sald, "gnorance i no defence’, and in cage Sonka
i5 undwane, what big brother wants, big brothes
pals at his own comaenences and timing, Govermor
Somkn should not rob the powers that be the
witng way. it 5 easier fior ham fo eat humblke e,
accept he is argely a ceremarnial govemor and let
Qty pDes PSS Mo o Shicl B sl b vl N
the patk

The avages of coronavirus mean that many
families require assistance from the
povernment to see them through, especially
after the means through which they could
raise some money got biocked. In Kakamega
recent by, Governor Wycliffe Oparanya said
almast 800,000 families are poor and
vilnerable and need help. Now, that is almast
half the population of Kakamega County,
which has about 1.8 milon peopla. How come
that high a numbser of peo ple are destitute in
a county that, on paper, is doing a ot forits
peopile?

Write tous,
npedidstandardmedia.co. ke

coke for consideration.
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Plea bargaining boon
for war on corruption

Betty
Wa

20 % o e of the surme-
al, we are living Ina pan-

demic, entire countries
Fve goom o lockdown, health-
care professionals have become
our firet Bne of defenees and
entire government institutions
have to fimally become digitalhy
sanry, condueting businets va
eonference calls and somehow
getting their wirk done while
maintaining sockal distanee and
strict hygens,

The changes necessitated by
the Covid-19 governmment
response may be long terng
indead, at this paint n time,
Eipnya is just beginning to face
the cncoming tsunami of infee-
Fioms if wecompsane our current
trajectories with countries ke
[y o the R 1t s Likedy that
this umisal tumm of evwents has
likiety permanently changed the
WY DU SOCLY, ecomormy and
poverniment works

For institutions that wese
already ICT ready like the Office
aof the Directar of Public Proseo-
tions, the drmstle charges in
work culrure due o Covid-19
responses are taken In stride,
The measures taken by the ODPP
tnchade imiting access o thelr
offices, provision of hand sanitis-
ers and feoe masks (o stafl and
embracing of conferencing tech-
nology such as Zoom for mest-
irge= ancd to lnk with other erimi-
nal kstice actors such as the
Marional Police Service, the
Juddiciary and the Kenya Prisons
Services for serious cases that
rrvast b hamadled during this
lockdiowm period.

Mot to be deterred by the pan-
demic, in the fght against cor-
ruption. ODPP has adopted
diversbon and plea bargaining in
high-profile comuption cases,
with the first notable case
imvodving five banks involved in
the Skl bilkion NYS scandal,
which has seen the lenders
Fcfum! the taxpayer Shiis mil-

J0E.

Thie five hanks Last year pald
Sh2 71 million in fines for failing
{0 report SUSpIChs transac-
tions to the Central Bank of Ken-
v (CEK) ns roguired by the
Bankirg Act and the industry
regulator’s guidelines. Director
af Public Prosacutions Moondin
Haji said in March that his offioe
opted for the deal because the
biamks and their manages were
not directly imvolved in the plun-
dier of MYS. Thedr anby erime, he
said, was Failure to repor suspi-
chouis trarsactbons.

Thiz 15 o mimed dizpencathon of
an ofd statute; plea hargaming
Ieas been a part of the legal
framewark availabe in prosecu
tion of cases, but at a nudimenta-
b, s expliined by Unbver-
sity of Nairohi scholar Bulima
Bwire in 2004 in his academic
paper titled, “The nfroduction
af Plea Agreements fnio Kemvan
Criring! Procice”,

In his paper, Bwire argues that
“the introcduct ion of the Criminal
Procedure Code { amendment )
Bill in 2008, was long overdus,
s plea agrorments are o candi-
wil] pHllarof any begal sestenrs
criming practice i their
absance (ug fo that polt ) in the
Kemyan legal system has been
eminently lomentable,”

The DPP's strategic approach
Tior 20240, inchades wilising sec-
tion 137 A of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code to enter into agree-
ment with an acoused person or
hi= representatives after negoti-
ations regarding charges, ina
sort of give-and -take agreement,
In the case of the NYS banks, the
firies praicl e fust part of the
negotinted agreement and it is
eapectad that their co-operation
in inwestigations will also bear
friuit for the prosecution.

Tackling corruption cases can
b tsclbons, amd often the prooess
is skow and arduous, proceed-
ings take months or evén years
of piecing together information,
oolabarating evidence, confirm-
ing witness festimonies and
finding the right people fo
charge and the right laws to
apply.

To undersiand how the NYS
cases are being handled, yvou
mied b think of each outeome as
apiece of agiant jErsaw parzle,
slowly being arranged and
linked together, step by step
until finally the fmal picture
onmies fogeEther,

Sometimes these pieces, like
the plea bargaining agreement
betiwean the PP and the hanks
Iooks like a set-back, after all, o
any concerned citizen, the best
outcome woild be for all parties
involved in a corruption case
inviolving billiomns to be comicted
and sent to jail. But if the big me-
ture ks kept in mind, these plea
agreements should ultimately
result in swocessful prosecution
of what can be considered one of
Kemya™s most famous cormaption
CAR0S,

Mea bargaining may well
e maore utilised in the fght
against cormuption, with the
averall intent to ease the burden
of these cases on the dicial sys-
tem &5 well as to shorten the
thrme takin and reduce the back-
log of cases being handled by the
DPPand the EACT. This by nd
means indicates that people ane
buying their freedom or escap:
ing justice, rather it means that
justice comes sooner and swifter
lor perpetratiors.

M Waitherero isa jourmalist



16 Opinion

Risky behaviouwr. People are breaking the social distancing rule with abandon

s wecome to the end of April, 1
frear that we must brace our
siepees fora harrowing May, If

e thight that the measures the gov-
ernment has taken so for to try and
curt the Covid-19 pandenic are tough, 1
think we haven't seen anvthing vet.

et ws start with the basics, The
marmbiers of newly condfirmed Convid-19
infections that Health Cabinet Secre
tary Muinhi Kagwe will anmounce today
happened two weels sio That mesans
people who are confirmed oy were
infected two wisekes ago, and in tha
tirm, the virus has been incubating in
their bodies.

Whit's worse bs that they have prob-
ably infiected numerous others
unknonwirgly s they wert about their
lives, This week we hoard & serkes of
shories that show that cur behaviour
will lead tovan explosion of the nurmber
af infected people over the next bao o
three weeks, For instanos, a Nakur
MCA died ina grisly car accident at the
weekend. Videos shared on social
roeclia Sygeest the MCA had been ata
party with fraends on Safurciy.

The wlden showers them breaking the
sl distancing rule as people ieped
towelcome a new entrant o the party.
Ome of them even warned, "Hala! You
Euys, vou are not supposed to hug!™ and
thier lamegcheck, IF the video Is awthentie, |
have seen noreports of any &tion
being taken sgrinst the friencds of the
MCAL

Drinks and bhang

We also saw a meport of & Red Cross
offectal who dispatched an ambulance
tov o and collect her child and
thio child's friends from a party where
thiey had been drinking during curfew
hours, This incident would have passed
umnoticed had the youth n the gmiba
lance it recordhed themnsedves enjoy
ing the ride and shared the videoon
social media

A cursory look af social media plat
forrms Instagram and Snapchat show's
that many young pesple are not socinl
distancing. | have been attending &
sprhes of Foom conferences online
organised by commmumications agency
Theliesi Company and the Emerging
Young Leaders Foundatbon, inwitich
vouth have been talking about their
capiriences. What 1 have heard From
the mouths of these young people is
chillimg.

What many young people are doing
is that they have been congregating
during the dany arrmed with drinks amd
bhang during lockdmsmhours (o “have
fun®, Today at this howse and tomarmw
at another,

“1 hanve bved weary more sex than | e
e h.-'uj '|1|"-'|'-:'-r|_'" ||'||_"'|-|||';-:| b = | ' L]
wonider ifthe coll { contrace ptive) will
hold®™ a young lacy confessed i one of
those calls

TWe handg to smigh to release stress,”
enid mather, For the gninitisted,
smash’ 15 a euphemism for having sex.

They went on to explaan that they
organkse toviziteach other for sex of
their apartrsents and éven admitted
they sometimes have mreltiphe part-
METS.

Arcording to Conrad Kochu, the CED
af Thellesi Compary, Kermya should
brace for a “reproductive haalth epi-
demic® inthe coming months, as abor-
thons, new HIV and ST infections, and
uriwinted pregnancies could nerease,
eapecinlly in vourg people in thelr 208

This week we also saw a chilling wid-
¢0 of peErsens sealing a wall ot Kenya
Medical Training Institute in Mairobd to
num awmay from quarantine, it was
reportid that ahout 50 people woerns
bvelved in this ‘prison break” and were
vist 1o b captured by the time of writ-
ingz this articks,

Fictures released by activist Boniface
Mwangd show quarantine oentres in
deplormble condition The pictures
shyona brels sty in large dormdtory-
like halls with no social distancing. In
each of the bads, peopde only hive one
blanket and mo pilloser, In some of those
mclures, wWe saw peopke bying on the
floor with nothing to eover them, Is it
any wonder that people woulki run
T

Things are bad? You
ain’t seen nothing yet

Berause of such conditions, people
wimilid b g frid 10 S OLIE mnd voliin-
teer themsehes forquarantine

“It's ke & prison,” a tweet redd fom
sormeone allegedly in guarantine, Itis
no wonder that some unscnapalous
policermen are taking sdvantage of the
curfew regulations to demand bribes
from people who face quarantine.

A fdon the government should
explore i using hotels that are current
by Emppty as quarantine centres. The
owniers of the hotels can be asked to
sirip them doswn to the basics and the
povernrment should set aside an
grmioamit fo pay the hotel oewmiers for
thitr troubde, This way, the hotels will
Eain some revere during thas difficult
tirme amd peopde can be quarantined
with more dignity

The time has come for us to all holid
each other sertously accountable, As
Mr Eapwe said on Wednesday this
Wik, we st report people who ame
not behaving correctly, We must call
ot peapke who st o risk the lives of
ot her We mided also l||.|.!h|=|.:|’|'|.-|' -
mient acoountable for its actions in han
diing this pandemic.

Thizre shiould be public aooounting of
hone the maomey that has been made
geidlabbe for thas war is belng spet,
and we mist call om CS Fred Matizang
to mctvely mvestigate the conduct of
the police and other officials taking
aclvantage of these regulations for thelr
personal gain,

Mr Kogzs s a serial socikal entrepre
ety ke saialknes me
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t's time we faced up
to our Achilles heel

genee of events can validate

one's reality so fully. The
recent dealings with Cowvid-19
sporm to huree validated the RO~
erroment s focus on the Big Four
Agrancla.

Lt mie explain. Recently, weo
discovernd how we need to bod
ster ot hisalt hoare systimm 0
that it can provide services to
our population We have bean
faced with the realtsation that
wie need rore healtheare work
s, Tl W nesed mone prirary
heaktheare facilities, and more
critically, that we need to have a
sl rOngeEr resporse sysktem in
tires of hiealtheare emergen
Chi.

The Universal Healt hcare B
lar under the Big Four Agenda is
posiried towards strergthening
service delivery in the heatth
sector so that all Kenyans have
acepss 1o (ueality healtheare at
an affordable price.

[sn°t 1t uncanny {hat thas
emergency highlights the
tmpartance af this pillar?

With the global supply chain
strained with the need to supply
medical ecuipment, personal
protect e equipement and even
ks toprevent the spread of
Covid- 159 we huvee realised the
importance of heving a mim
o armcung of nternal mima-
fcturing capaciny,

Agaln the manufacturing pil-
lar is soeritical toereating new
grivwth and puttmg people back
i work. Inaddition, it has
hesecirne extremely elear that
there 2 a need to mprove our
performance in manufacturing
so that we can respond ade
eeatedy in times ke these that
require reliance on intemal pro-
duction systers,

It isquite apt then that the
Big Four Agenda was seeking to
strengthen manufacturing
CEpaCity.

Food security s perhaps the
eRshest o Erasp as one of our
critical areas of nead as a nation.
Rooalming that many peoplo,
especially inthe urban cenires,
rely on purchases o fead them-
splves, it is nowonder that a
total bockdoem scenariowouald

It ks uncanny how the comver-

It has become
apparent in these
times of the pandemic
that there is a direct
relationship between
health outcomes and
the state of human
settlements

be devastating for many

Simply pug, cur urban cent res
rely heavily on tradeto put food
in the mouths of those whose
lives are dependent on daily
WIS,

Inaddition, the production of
P 15 in areas outside of our
'.I.r:lfilill COTHES f el it im TR
tant to keep trade lines open to
keap our cites fed.

If farmers outside of cities are
digincent kised throwh a col-
lapse of markets in the cify cen-
tres, for sure our food seourity
will bé m great peopandy.

And ninw, of course, the
impartance of the food sopply
and proshietion network in Ken-
ya has been brought to the fore
of our consclousness as we
debate how best tostave off the
spread af Covid-19,

Howerver, It §5 now dawmbn i
many that lang before this dis
ease, this admimstration was
contermmpating ways of helping
s o secune food and mitritsn
far our popadation,

Lastly, the isswe of affordable
housing is also related to Cov
1d-18. The fact that we have
riesarly G0 per cent of our urban
|H|p|_|".|'.i:'||1 Ii'n.':ull;.: i inliimnan
conditions, in grest densities, in
informal settlements and shums,
has become an issuewe need to
confront.

Thi: affortable |"||:_‘:-I.I'f.|r|:..: pro-
grimmesought to provide
aecent and adedquate housing -
with a certain minimam stand
ard for aceess Lo acceptable san-
iEation services

It has become apparent in
these times of the pandemic
that there is adirect relation
ship baetween health oubcames
and the state of human sdtle
ments and the standard of liv
ing. This is not something neny
in pablic policy end it isa fact
that has been acknowledged
across all levels of powermmient

The Affordable Housing Pro
gramme (AHP), as part of its
maininterventions, sought to
create well-planned cithes with
aceess o services that promiote
sistmimable livelihoods.

From ensuring that people
hmve housing units with water
refoulation, cecent bathrooms,
arcess loenengy, orgmnisad
refuse collection and other ser
vices, AHP isa programme that
sought to transform the way in
which ordinary Kemyans expert
ence dally Hving conditions,

It i% possible to see how
aceess toaffordable housing,
another of the pillars in the Big
Four Agenda, 15 critieal for
responsiveness tothe realities
posed by Covid-19

For us to create lasting disas
ter management, emargency
response, improved public
health Indicators, and improved
service delivery inurban areas,
we must address how our
human settlements are balt,
structuned and finanoed.

This 15 the promise of afforda-
bile houising and we need to
think oy b bt (o ksep this in
our ambitions as a country

Mr Mokariba 15 a-.commumni
earion monsuirant
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TALK OF THE DAY

FROM THE WEB

Machakos County unveils
Conid-19 mass testing and
Isolation facility at the
Kermyatta Stadium

B Ole Mchoe: The governor
should have ldentfled and
upgraded one of M achakos" health
facifitles Instead. But as wsual, par
public relatlons govemor ts all
over media One month later, this
facility will mot be there.
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Maira Mwangh Just think of a
fovernment made up of Afred
Wutua, Hassan loho, Fred
Watlang T and Mutahi Kagwe. In
List 10 years, we woulld be proud
of Kemya.

Samson Adhanjac Posithee
thinking. Kisdos Governor Alred
Mutua

iggie ignatius: This s the kind of
prepanedness we axpect, not
palitics. Well done Govermor
Martua

sa Mjuchi: Well done, but
prevention of Covid-19 should be
prioritised.

Veronkca Onjoro: Mary
peopbe are donating masks in
milllons but not food. How are the
poar reciplents going to surive
without food 7

B Patrick Mzare: it Is high thme
that other countles emulated
what the government of
Mombasa County i doing. All our
efforts are needed If we are to
defeat thisvirus and Hassan Joho

| «

B leading by exarmple

B Muhsin Shale: The inevitable
outcome of the proposed tax
changes s that trading activity at
the Mairobl Securitlies Exhange
willl drastically fall to econombcally
urv lable bevels, This will not only
put dozens of firms n the
financial industry out of business,
but also negate the progress
Harmya has made to position itsetf
s th financial gateway to Africa.

Economy

State should scrap tax
on petroleum products

The mitigation strategies put
forth by the government since
the Covid-19 was declared a pan-

s of Covid-19 vary fromione
country to another, In Kemya, for
instance, we have more than 200
casas with 1 deathe, amonth
after the first case wasreported
locally. The US has already
reparted more than 40,000
deaths with about 300000 cas-
o5, A% the pandemic comtinues o
spread and deaths contimie to
soar worldwide, there is a need
forr o goovErtiment Lo come up
with criss response strategiies (o
savie the Eenvans living hand to
math, The govwernment has
encouraged its citizen fo stay at
homie. This of course s a goad
e, We want to contain the
spread of Covid-19. However, it is
more applicable for people

wiar kdng in the formal sector and
whiuse computers as tooks of
tracke. For those in t e mnformmal
seetor, Ehis will not work, For
them, it I3 either you stay at
Tvereree vnd Fiudl o fend fior your
family ar risk =oing to work and
contract coronavins. It 15 a neali-
ty that iz bitter to swallow. 1f vou
areworking in a manufacturing
ity vou mast be thore

physbeally toakd in production:
working from heovme here
remains an Hhushon Of utmost
tportance now is for the gow-
ernmient fo work with the pri
vate sector to ensure thit as a
couniry we move together

despite the challenges surmsumd-

ing us in order to alleviate the
ancertainty faoed by the ondi

nary citizens in the wake of Cow-

id-18 pandamic,
Despormbe times call for dies-

porate measures. Government
shiould lemd by example, We
expect the president to scrap
WAT on petrodeum products; as
b il iy 2008, This would drop
the price of petroleum products
shnificantly, Most public trars-
port operators have alresdy domi-
bled fore, making it even more
diffirult for those in the infarmal
gector o commute. The global
crude ol price has dropped sig
nificanthy something that is vet
fo fedt in the country, Kenyans
are also overburdened by high
cost of dectricity. A call for
reduction of electricity cost have
been raised by various leaders
bt all these have fallen on deaf
ears The arrognce of Kenya
Power is occastoned by its
monopoty. This is o company
that reaps hisge profits at erd of
every financlal year by exploiting
Kenyans. Reduction of electricity
tariffs will definitely lower the
production cast. The country i
currently experiencing hsnry
downpour and them ks no justif
cation for Kenya Power to explod
Kemyars with high cost of elec-
tricity. This will also help mam-
Factur g industries as it will
lowrer the cost of product ion and
ke the prices of baske com-
maxkities affordable to the com-
mi citimen., The government
must, therefore, do something
o pirt rod et and electricity tar
iffs oy prowve that it has the inter-
estof Kenyans at heart. Micholas

Ochieng Oduor. ochiengnicoh o
grmail.com

Letters.

Kudos CS Peter Munya for
fighting cartels in agriculture

In our days in primary school, we were taught that
agrhoufture is the backbone of our economy. Then,
Farmers wers making good money from colffes, tea,
mibraa and ot her agriculiural products, Later, earmings
fromn farming started dwindling and life became
unbearable for farmers. Some uprooted their coffee
hushes to plant food crops, Most recently, we have seen
farmers uprooting tea bushes since they are nolonger
bringing any income.

But there is hope now, thanks to Agriculiure C5 Peter
Mumnya, whio has starfed cracking the whip on unscr -
pulous middliemen and cartels that have impoverished
farmers for years. Now the cartels that operated in the
tea sector hane their days mumbered, The ministry is
returning money fo the pockets of farmers, With the
recantly issusd guidelines on the tea sector, it s only a
ruatter of time before the farmer can sart smiling all
the way to the bank. The ministry has also dismantiad
fertilzer cartels and the prices of this vital commodity
are corring down, bringing down the cost of produoc-
ticn and in the long mum, making farming profitable and
farm products cheaper to the final consumer,

Bringing {ertilisers closer to the farmer 1s another ind-
tiatne the mingstry has taken to reduce on the cost of
tramsport. As a result, more firmars will access fertilis-
er and mprove product ion. Extending credit facilities
o coffee farmers will revive the coffes ndustry and
have our ‘green gold' back in the market. In the past, a
slip showing that one had deivered coffes to a factory
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worthd save their children from being sent home for
schood fees as they waited for payment. This is the way
to o, The C5° bold moves are commmendable and we all
need tosupport him to make farming more profitahle.
Wi can still move from subsistence Eo commencial
farming. Lastly, we need to be prepared for hightback
since the cartels will not give up their firm grip on the
agricubture sector without a fight, Cormugtion will defi-
nifely fiirht hack, Hudos to CS Munya aed his team or
being there for the ordinary farmer. Elifah Kimathi,
Meru enkimsa yahoo.com

o

Coronavirus and the
public health sector

Some of the people stuck in China,
India and the UK due to coronavirus
pandemic ane Kenyans, As part of
showing concern for her citizens, Kenya
has volunteered to provide a plane to
bring the people back, but at their cost.
Additionally, as the current measures
Suggest, whin thiy areive in Kenya,
they am supposed to be put under &
T&-day quarantine before they mingle
with others. The gavernment could
have done better ta help her stranded
citinons. Thess ane the people who wens
unexpectedly booted out of their
apartments or lost thelr jobs, This
means they did not have tima to
prepare financially, Even though the
governmient has done well by offering &
plane, it should go anextra mile to
show conceérnand care by making this
free rmther than leaving her citizens to
sufffer humiliation in a foreign country.
Priecious Miborowa, Nairobi

The shortage &f blocd In Kenmyan hospitaks
puts many lves at isk The lives of mothers
whic reguire blood after delvery ane now at
rek S5ickle red anaemia patienis who need
blood regularly are now fearing for thisir
Jeves. The Minisiny of Hesfth. in confunciion
with the Kema kRed Cross Sociely, must
find ways to mitigate this. The shortage
calis for new method s of mollecting blood
since the closure of schools and the
stay-at-hame directive crippled the blocd
donition. Tha minktry could schedule diys
v the public wil have § chanee o
donte bood. Dot 1o door carmpaighs
showld @so be conducted 5o that people
ame entowsged to danate biood, Creating
dvrATBRESS 11 makns tream and social meda
will aften come In handy, Chirlba Patrick,
Mambasa

The public health sector, which has
perennially been rocked by strikes and
ather challenges in the past, is now
embrailed Inyet anather problem - the
inability to deliver drugs countrywide,
This has resulted in a biting short age of
drugs in varows county hospitals.
Unfortunately, this shartage coincides
withthe outbreak of coronavirus,
Drastic measures need to be taken if
we intend to contain this vinus. Tonny
Biwott, Eldonet.




Coronavirus

Baringo. Officer held for
shooting, injuring two

W A podice officer in Kabamet
has been amested after he shot
TG pEOD e, iruring Them
Kabarnet OCPD Francis Gachoki
said the pokce constable has
been disarmed and lockad wp. Mr
Girchoki Said theay handed oved
the matter to the Direct omte of
Criminal lmestigations after

which the flle will be forwarded to

the Office of the Director of
Public Prosacutions to provide
theway forward The victime
dmos Biprotich and Edein Kibet
were Treabed at Kabarnet

Hospital and discharged. Gachoki
said the case was an isolaled ane
and should mot spoil the good
working relationship the police
have with the comimungty
[Julius Cheplwony]

Taveta.House adjourns
due to quorum hitch

W County Assembly Speamsm
WMeshack Maganga was forced (o
actioum the morning session due
tova quonum hitch Gindy eight
members wene in attendance oul
of the 33 as the assembly

rEsLImed Sess0ns yestentdmy, “The

house Sanding crders cannol
alfcrw us to-contires with the
ImTIng sassion whan there ame
no members LT us kbesp time
and ache the guarurm in the
ifternoon,” said Maganga & he
adpasmed the house, The house
adipremed on March 23 inefforts
tovcontain spread of coronavinus
[ heve have been concerns about
quanum hitchin the assemibly in
the revent past. [ Renson
Mnyarmaezi]

Kajiado. Couple nabbed

trying to sneak into TZ

B A couple has been arrest ed al
Clpusimaony trading cenlre &
they attemptedto flee to
Tanrania from thair home in
Mapngo, Namk town Aea
Deputy County CommiEsioned
Mutuky Mwenga said the State
harl direc ted the pair to
self-isolate atter they arried four
days ago from nelghbouring

WAk Cownty when bwo

Cowid-10 cases have o far been
reported. The administaton was
speaking at Narck Ywoman
Representative Soipan Tuya's
affice whera he oversay the
distriution of water tanks
sanitisers and snap courtesy of
tihe National Government
Affirmative Action Fund

[MGAAF ), [Robert Kiplagat]
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Face masks will be
subjected to quality
tests by Kenya Bureau
of Standards and
Ministry of Health.

By Kennedy Gachihi
kRachuhi s ancar dmedia.cn ke

The wear agalns coronayins
has been intensified withvari
ous manuiscturers in Nakur
o increasing the output of
thedr production lines bomes
Wigh demand for essential
product s,

The companies inciude bex
tHes glant Bedi iovestments,
which was primarily produc-
ing garments for export (o
Europe, Jaswinder Bedi, the
company maniger, said they
received approval from the
EOVEFTIMENT T ]!ll'-:!lljl.l{"l_" Far-
sonal Protection Equipment
(PPEs), They have since rolled
out mass procuction,

"We have stapped prodie-
tlon of garmsents for export
and now Tocuson mamactur-
ing MPEs Kenyva is at war with
the vins and we must equip
our Fromthine solciers, who are
the medics, for them o give
their best,” said Bedi,

He added that it took the
company two weeks of
research and corsultrton with
glofal e xpert s to lave consen:
i on the quality of PPEs to
produce.

“We are producing 50040
sets af PPEs, which include
masks and gowns. Wi had 400
wiarkors, who woild e been
laigd off but instead we
emploved more,” sakd BedL

Higher production

The company now inbends
o exparel ks production and
roll out 100N sets per day in
the et ome week to meet the
loeal demand.

“Having changed the model
of oy business, we are looking

into supplying other neigh:
bouring countries, but Kenya
eoanes first,”™ hie said,

Bkl said the company will
muake o domotion of magks o
the local community and
ensure the residents acoess
them at subsidised costs.

Governor Lee Kinvanjui
Ilscked the company's work,
adding that his administration

Nakuru. Governor pledges to support region’s manufacturers

Local firms now
PPEs to meet

will =muppart the loca manulac
turers by procunng the prod
ucts from them.

“The national gpovernment
hias approved the products
from the textile factory, The
county shall procure its next
bateh from the company to
promate local incustries dur
ing these tough economic
times,” sadd Kimpanjui,

A Badi imvestments Taxtile factory worker collects Personal Protective Equiprment for packaging. The
PPEs will be usad by heath workers in Nakuna, [ K reang leseph, Standard

A production line for hand
s thsers s undier constrae-
tiom at the Menengs Ol Refin
eries, which specialises in
manuifacture of editde oil, soap
and detergents. The compa-
ny's General Manager, Nishil
Sarghrajka, said demand for
soapand sanitisers has grown
xpanentially since Covid-19
cases were reported in Kenva,
which informed thelr decizion
to diversify,

“We ane working on produc
thon of sanitisers. It was nol
among our products, In a
work's tdme the [|1'|||;'.|J|,'1'.||1|
T il e v el merminge. Wi
have also Increased our soap
production,” said Sang ik,

The company, alongside
Pepen Millers, which produces
maize flour, made massive
donatsons of soap and four to
the couniy emergency
respomnae cosrmittes for disrr
Ptbomn tothe needy

MNakumu Roval Industries
Chairman Yusuf Hassamali
explained that the company
increased its production
capachty lorwater fanks neoes-
Sary in supporting sanitation.

churnout
emand

“We have dongted water
tanks to police stations and
warious households across the
county. We have also subsl-
dised our prices to make them
more affordable during these
hard times." sad Hassanali.

Hands ondeck

All Technical and Vocational
Education and Tranning msi-
tutions in the eounty have
been directid to start mass
production of face masks in
the wake of novel coronavinus
P e,

The County Public Health
Department has unged compa
ries and nstitutions o make
measks That meet standards set
Iy the Wiardd Health Orgamisa-
i,

“Principals and mstroctors
bave been informed on how
thie masks should be made o
ensure they meet the se
standards,” said Governor Kin
e NN

Mitks from the institutions
will further be subjected to
quality tests as per the Kenya
Bureau of Standards and Min-
istry af Health before they are
rascle svallable for public s,

Mr Kinyarjul said they will
prreeetohe thie nocessary mater-
als for production of quality
measks amid protests by a sec
tion of medics that what has
b supplbed was of low queal-
iy,

Meamwhile, the County
Emergency Response Commil
b received foodstulT dona-
thons worth Shaod 000 from
Makiiru bluisiness communiny
led by Mweanizi Muthee, The
fioened will be Eiven to vulnems
e bouseholds n Kivumbini,
Rhomda and Bondent, among
other Fow-Income areas,

“We have donated maize
fiour, beans, cooking oil, mmd
snitEers, We ask other stake-
halders to support the initia-
thvie, ™ sahcl M Wit bee

‘Prison break’

Two suspects arrested after KMTC quarantine escape

T of the 50 peaple who escaped from
& mandkat ory Bovername it quarantine cen
tre kive been arrested in Manimi, Nai
il

Thie ecapsers sl e @ perimeter wall at
the Kenva Medical Tralning College on
Tuesday ewvening.

Witnesses said the victims were eating
dirner when it started to rain and they
sanw security officers puarding the prem
baes Lk COVEeT

They reportedly took advaniage of the
sHustion and jumpsed out.

Thie twd suspects were on Wednesdisy

taken to the Kaserami chisf's camp, awst
ing the police to record their statements,

Otfecers said they would be taken beck
b the centres (o complete the guarantine
before el charged in court.

Curfew measures

President Uhuri Kemvat ta on Wednes
clary 2] e b eea pesdd froom thie fcdl-
ity wobd be arrestied,

“You cant be a burden on laow-abliding
Eenyans if you were found viclating cur
fow measures to ame Covid-19" he said.

Reparts indicate that some of those

who escaped were stll waiting for ther
Ciovid-19 test results after samples were
taken to the {ah,

Meamarhle, more than 200 people wore
an Monday arrested and detained by
police otficers in Mairohi after they broke
the Public Health Act.

This took the number of people arress
ed g0 far and placed under foreed guarin
tine af thelr cost to 5046, said Nairobd
Regional Commissioner Wikson Njega.
Sorne of those nrmested on Mondey were,
hinwever, released later in the night after
being pranted police bonds,

More than 300 others had bean mound
pdupat the weekend and detained befome
beirg taken to quarantine centres. They
were arrested at roadblocks, clibs,
hormes, weddings and other sockal joints.

Mr Mijeia sakd Kilimani, Kasarmmi, Kay
obie ancl Burabun had the highest number
of people violating public health guide
lines,

He sabd officers have so far arrested
1,088 people in the past week lor fouting
the ndes. Soome were taken to court and
fimed bebween Shil 5000 ena Sh20 000 and
todd 1o self-isolate. [Cyrus Ombati]
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Doctorscry
foul over lack
of PPEs and

harassment

Doctors at the Kakamega County Beferral Hospd
tal have threatened to dovt thedr tools ina week's
thrne 1 they ame ot protected from varkous forms of
beirasment by thelr senjor offcials

Ina memoto Governor Whyeliffe Oparanyva, which
wits sz med by the Kenys Medical Practitioners Phar
macists and Dentists Union (KMPDIF) western
branch secretary Sande Charo, the doctors secused
thie County Health Executive Rachae] Okurmu and
Chiel Officer Beatrice Etemesi of high-handedness
and intimElation.

They said the refermal and other sub-coumiy haos-
pitaks were ill-equipped to handle coses of coronavi-
i, shoilid '.I'u".- gL L .||'||_| thEr ol s '.-.-n:"C-;':|!:|I|_'
the matter with the two top officers was met by
intimidation, demotion and threat to transfer from
the top county hospital,

Abn, the medics allege Kakamega Teaching and
Riferral Hospital may not be operationa in July, as
envisazed by the governior, becaise consultant doc-
tors wing could not withstand the iIntimidation have
s el

The memo, seen by The Standard, says the hospl
tal Bt b addeecpind & Persanal Profect e Equpmerit
like surgical masks, gloves, among other require
ments in the fight against Covid-19. This, despite
claims by Mr Oparariva thit his administration hacl
st askide ShES milliomn to by the PPEs snd pay allow-
IOeS,

The doctors have demanded the teo senior offic
ors be moved from the health docket and be inwvesti
jated over spending of Sh27 million meant for Com-
risinity Health Volunteers

e beseech vouraffiee o meervene i this hoerid
enviromment, which is aimed at demiling the fight
against Covid-19 and plunging Kakamega and the
country into misery [F action is not taken, then we
will lavve o option et to withd s our Lahour wntdl
thiese ETIEVARCeS are addressed without further
ritiee, " rescls the memo by Dr Charo

They also compfaned of deploratle working ernd
ronment for health care workers andling Coeid-19
panEnt &

*Thir of e are woor :h.:||||:_ i hour wihout the
simpliest things like tea ard lunch They are not pro
tected at all in addition to the long working howrs,”
sid a unjon member,

Charn sibd there exists & wepk link |||'".'.| il i
Fealth executives and medies i the e bt & IR
Cireid-19, which has left health care w-:'--*.qﬂwxﬁmu]
and at the risk of contracting the vins

Amborry Akobo, the KMPDU Western Branon char
||'.'1:|..'!.:|.|J'.h_' COUneY i% g,'q'r to Tk h—..lrl.._-..m k-
ors on how to bt the pandemic. Ms Etemest ald
shewas oware of the matiers ralsed, bt dedined to

make any comment. [Nathan Ochunge)

Probe. Detectives handling the case will now determine how to progress with the imestigations

Autopsy shows Matete’s
husband had severe burns

Report says Nigerian
John Apewajoye
sustained 60 per cent
burns inanalleged
gas explosion
incident.

wc-,mmmaﬂ
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rospel musicion Buth
Materes huzsband had
severe body burns that
coused his death, o post
mortem examination has
'-]‘:lll.'-'l'l.li.

Pathologists' report
shiow that John Apewajoye,
a Migeran pastor, had 60
per cent bums that trig-
pered a condithon called
sepsis leading to multiple
organ falure.

Sepss 1= o life-threaten-
ing conditbon caused by the
|'r;_'-|,|:."'-. TS O B0 AN 1iee-
tiom, The body normally
releases chemicals into the
blooastream o fight am
imfection. Sepsis ocours
when the body®s response
to these chermicals is ot of
halarce, triggening changes
that can damage multiple
OGN SYSTeTms

Chief GovYernment
pust o hogrise Johansen Ocho-
or said the burns made i
irmposs e for him to recoy
or. Thisre wiere noot ber nju-

I.T -y

ries detected on the body,
b sscdcheed,

case will now determine
Tt 10 progness with the
probe, Already, Ms Matete

s been questioned twice
arver her hicshands death

Detectives handling the The detertives also went
tn Ms Matete's residential
home in Athi River, Mi
ks County, b0 oodlect more

over from their Athl River
milleaEees. The team recon
structed the scene of the
imcident as told by Matete.

She wiks asked fo narmsite
eents that led to the gas
cylinder accident earlier
reported as the cause of her
husband’s death.

A pewrafove died in hospi
il after the s explogon
incident in the couple’s
house at Great Wall Gar
dens Estate in Athi Bnver.

Matete said Apewa e
wils imitially taken to Shal
lom Hospital and later
transferred to Bellevoa
South Hospital in Nairobs
where he was acmitted to
the High Dependency Unkt
before being moved o Ken
yatta Wational Hospital, He
siuccumbed to his imjuries
thiere,

Maotate, who B two
miomths pregnant and the
22 Tusker Project Famse
star, told police her husband
hied two weeks after he suf
fored barrn wonrds

(Hficials from the Energy
and Petroleum Regulatory
Aurt hority ane halping polics
to ke £ the evlivider was
Fataktyat the time of the inci
dent, They are alsoworking
with the commpsamy that sup
plied the cylinder to the
coups a5 part of the mves
tiEation

evidence to help them
etablish events that pre-
coxded Apewaioye’s death
The probe is being han
clled by chetisctives from the
homicide unit, They took
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The persons whose photographs appear
above are no longer employees of Forza
Consultants Ltd. They are therefore not
authorized to trmansact any business on

of Forza Consultants Ltd. Any

person(s) who may engage them in this
regard do so at their own risk. The company
will not be held liable for any transaction(s)

commitment(s) entered intc by

them, collectively or individually.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF NAIROBI

THE NAIROBI CITY COUNTY ASSEMBLY

NOTICE

IT IS NOTIFED for the general information of the public
that the Mairobi City County Assembly Senmace Board has
adopted new letterheads for:

1. The Mairobi City County Assembly Service Board
2. The Dffice of the Speaker
3. The Office of the Clerk

This is in accordance wath the Nasroby City County Flag and
Other Symbols Ad, 2013 which prowdes for the County
flag and other symbols and prevent the improper use of
the County flag and of certain symbals, names, words and
Ikenesses for professional or commercial purposes and
for matters ncdental thereto

This is therefore to NOTIFY the public and ALL institutions
of the changes and adwse that the old letter heads have
since been discontinued and ANY person using them is a
charlatan and the Assembly will not be held liable for amy
business transacted by thewr wse

CHAIRPERSON, THE NAIRDBI CITY COUNTY
ASSEMBLY SERVICE BOARD
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What next ? Mudslide victims camp in church

e

- .

.
— .

HE' PlESS. Residents nfuuum Elgeyo Marakwet County, at n:wnmmmmm mmmmmm thelr
: ntptmulrbjlmuhﬂimhﬁdﬂ.ﬂltmgtdyhudﬂmdﬂthﬂdmpmﬂeﬂ 7 others are yet to be found.
Kevin Tunal, Standard

Punishment. Offenders denied police bond and placed under 14 days quarantine

Locals feel the pinch
of order to wear mask

Police inspect wehicles
and patrol estates to
nab locals flouting
guidelines to curb
coronavirus

By Fred Kibar
ol bt andandmeia o e

For Sam Keechinot his real
name ), the turn of events on
March 20 will remain etched
in his miind forever.

He i arndamgE more than 200
penpie whi were placed under
14-day gquarantine at Haple-
lach High School in Uasin
Gishio County after they alleg-
edly flouted sowvernment
mdelinegs to curb the spread
of coromavinis,

Eoech, an actountant with
i local milk outlet in Eldoret,
narrated yesterday how
together with his wife they
weke up looking forward toa
pood day, but which ended on
abad note

“We had decided with my
wife, wio is not emploved, to
fincd a place where we can set
up a business o supplement
our family income, We board-
ol & mataiw to Kirmam shop
ping centre to look for a shop
tor rent for my wife o start a
business” he recalls.

O the way back to Eldaoret
town at around noon, mem
bers of Nyumba Kumi and
police officers manning a
madbiock ot Hansmii shoping
ot flagsmed dovn the mats-
tu they had boarded.

“Wewene not wortied since
we had our masks, but we

Crackdown

u Hyumba Kumi and police
officers man roadblocks
and flag down public
service vehicles to check if
PASSENEETS Are waaring
masks

m Maore than 200 people
placed wrder 14-day

quarantine at Kaplelach
High Schoal in Llasin Gishu
County

u The facility ks now home
to thos e fownd halding
house parties, defying
curfes, likcit brewers,
amang other law breakers

wirre fetkod to ep oul afl the
vehicle and questioned why
ouir masks were not in plece,”
I says on phane.

Their pleas fell on geafears
a% they were ordersd toboard
a palice van and thelr phones
confiscated before they were
driven to Mathen Police Sta-
tion. Podiee told them they
wortilhd undergo test for Cow-
15,

Health |5 compromised

“After being held m the cells
far more than three hooars,
other penple were brought in
and we were asked to board a
police wan amnd driven to
Kaplelach High School. We
wirre sk fos brofior o our farm-
ilies to bring us clothes and
bodding as we would be quar
antined for 14 days for mot
WEAr g our masks progseriy,”
b runrrstes, sdding that they
wire given back their phones.

Eoech claims that W people
were put in one dormitory
whose samtation was in poor
L.

Eoech's wifie, whio ks expect
ant, has been forced to give up
the comfort of thedr home. For

breakfast, they are served
white porridee while forhunch
and dirner, they eat ugali with
L TR TR

The facifity is now home to
those found holding house
parties, defving curfew, illicit
brewers, among other law
breakers,

“Im the first day four of us
shared o bed and we had no
masks. We feel our health is
compromised at this facility
mare than ever and nobody
seems botherad. Mow that we
are being held together with

“anybody found
drinking alcohol
and gambling in
dens or moving
around during
curfew hours

is considered a
coronavirus risk
case,"

Uasin Gishu Health executive
Ewvedyna Rotich

oy wife, we firar for the safety
of our children,™ he 2oy

Another victim, June
Jermatal (ot her real name), B
vel 1o eorme to terms with her
COTUMSTANCes.

"1 had stepped outside my
hoarse ot Rock Centre estate 1o
by painkillers for my three-
vear-odd baby and on my ey
back from the chemist, | was
arrested for not wearing o
mask and tken to Kaptich
Police Station,” dhe recalls

Hopes of being granted
piice bond were shattered
after she was tedd to baard &
police wehicle headed to the
cuarantine faciliny,

“We are calling for ustice,
especially now that nobody
has ko our samples for test-
ing.” she says,

But in a statement, Uasin
Gishu Covid-19 emergency
response team explains that
the group flouted Covid-19
pPrecautionany measures,

“They were detalned
becmise they ignored govern-
ment directives, Anybody
found drinking aleohol and
gambling in dens or moving
o] charing curfew hours &
considered 2 comnavins risk
case, This s why vou shall be
put under 14-day quarantine
while you are belng |:.1k(~u.
through the court procese™
cays Lasin Gish Health exec-
utive Evelyne Rotich,

imra County Commamess ioner
Abdimesak Jaddessan visived the
guarantine centre and urged
the group to ohierve social
distance and samtation ndes
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Family escapes
death after attack
over land dispute

A Farmly in Aldad, Mandi Couwnty, i Iving in fear after anknown peo-
ple attacked and destroped thelr horme over aland dispube,

Samuel Rotich, a resident of Kiprotgorik village, said the Satunday
nizht incikient almaost claimed the Hves of his wife and six chil dren,

“We were awakened by a bang on the roofa few mimites past Tipm.
[ weent ot to check bat the gang contimed throwing stones,” Rotich
sald. “In the darkness, 1 tofd moy wife to move out with the children to

safety”

After realising the amily had escaped, the gang broke into the hogse
and disstroved their belorgings as they hid under the cover of dorkness,

What remained, according Lo Rotich, was broken plastic seats, scat-
tered pheces of uhensils pnd iron sheets cut fopleces,

Emily Jepkoech, Mr Leting's wife, recounted that a heavy stone fell
thrcaagh the ron sheet roof and almost hit her baby

“Despife i calls for help none of the reghbouns canie foour rescue,
We managed to escape and spend the night o kilometne away from

homiz,* she nnrrated,

Apcarding to the famBy, the incident eoukd have been sparked by a
priiomged bnred dispate between Stephen Mar and eight ot her people
whoare claiming owmership of the and,

For mare than 20 years, Rotich has been a caretaker of the disputed

land

Kipkorir Kosgel, who clakms to
be a beneficiary of the band, said
they were angered by & mave to
trecdve police officers from Kabu-
chad to fash them ot from the
dEputed parcel of Lmd,

“The land is owmed by the come-
ity ard we as thesons demand
oair ragghits and iestice " he said.

But Mr Maru cismissed the
chaims, saying he bowght 22 6 hic-
tares of land in 1975 from the late
Kiptabut Kios, claiming that the
sors af the deceased attacked Rot-
ich in a bid o take over the land.,

“Despite our calls
for help none of the
neighbours came

to our rescue. We
managed to escape
and spent the night a
kilometre away from
home."

Emily Jepkoach

*The people encrosched into the: band and culthated and upon seek-
ing police Intervention to stop the activities, they sought revenges by

evicting the caretaker,” stated Maru.,

According to Aldai Sub-county police boss John Owuoth, Maru
reported the Imvasion of his land tothe polboe

“Pollee evicted the people who were conduct Ing sgriculniral activi-
thies i the digpauted land ™ said Mr Owosoth. [ Edward Kosut]

TransMzoia

Chinese firm blamed
for vandalising barrier

At least 2,000 residents of
Mamanjalala location in Kwanza
constituency are up in arms
against a construct ion company,
which they blame for worsening
focding In the area,

The comgany, which is laying
bitumen on the Lessos-Maili
Eumi na Maoja road, has been
pocused of demolishing flooding
barrbers along Sabwani Biver
bridge stretch.

A5 & result of the flooding,
soime residents have been dis:
piaced and crops swept away at
Salbweeand, Maliki, Marinds, Botos
and Buyanzi villages following &
heavy doswmpour.

Several homesteads in the
areas have been submerged and
soprie of the daplaced residents
are o i need of redief aid

“We want the construction
company to be held lable for
these Hoods since if demodeshed
the barriers which contained

fiooding around the area They
have to cormpensate us” sald a
resident, John Wekesa

Area MCA Bernard Wanjala
accused the management of the
company of overlooking o direc-
tive by Devolution Calinet Secne-
tary Fugene Wamabara to restore
thee harriers following a meeting
l@st yoar,

[Fix barriers

“1 finsel the manseement of the
company 0 be arrogant, They
had agreed to fix the barrers last
virar, bt they have nof done w0
and people are now counting
losses,” he sabd

They also called on the gowvern
ment todive up to it wond af find-
inge & lasting solution to the per-
emnial Aoods i the region, which
leave them counting bsses amy
time it rains heavily, [Osinde
Ohare]
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We all have a part to play for a better
tomorrow. Let our love overcome the Corona
Virus Crisis and make tomorrow a better place.

We are reaching out to communities facing
challenges of sanitation, health and nutrition
and calling on caring organizations and
individuals to donate masks and other
prﬂtectwe gear, soap, sanitizers, water tanks,
'i:irj? fﬂnﬁ and various critical supplies.

urvnaitnn:m on how you can
.,; is initiative, contact us on

JHLJ 'J_.I'-J:,-}-r ;EErid an email to
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Leadership

Elachiyet
toratify
Jubilee’s
new list of
officials

Jubilee Party leadership
changes at the Nairohi County
As=zeninly are vel (o be ellected, i
has miow ere reed

A push and pull has ensued
between County Assembly
Speaker Beatrice Elachl and the
ey ot ted beadership over
the procedure osed by Jubiles
Party Secretary General H..I-[Il‘l.rl"
Tuje in communicating the
changes.

Lazz week, the party ina bid to
enel wrngles at the Ciny's assem
|:||:.. armoumncetd frissh h'.-|r|-_".-'\.|"|||:|
charges. It reinstated Matopend
Ward MCA Abdi Guyo as the
Aszembly Majority Leader,
replacing Dandora phase two
MCA Charles Thoo, Guyo had
been ousted in November 2019
following his fall out with the
Speaker and Gowernor Mike
Sonkn, However, Elachi has sinee
returnied to the assemily folbow-
g T Impeachment.

Darcbora MCA Peter Wamolke
wias appointed as the Depity
Majority Leader taking over from
Fiwanl MCA Millicent Nugeadi
Mihango Ward MCA Paul Kados
wizs further appointed as the new
Majority party Chief Whip,
replacing nominated MCA hine
MNodepwa whio held the pesEtEon
sinee November last vear,

Sourth B Ward legislator Walth
ora Chge was appoinied as Dep-
uty Majority Chief Whip. She
r|_=|,||5|-;'|_-", Cali fornis Ward MCA
Hassan Abdiledir, The party also
picked Maringo/Hamza MCA
Mark Nedung™u to serve on the
Mairohi County Assermhly Puablic
Soriee Board,

Elachi, however, claims Kr
Tua has not served her office
with a letter conflrming the
|"|':r|_'|;.'_|!-.-'.

“Letters sddrested to me have
to be tabled on the floor of the
House, Remember when Mgara
MOCA was the Acting Speaker he
S o |."1'|:'-:3|-:|-:'[' (i E::.il'hl_l'.ll":'i_l
The first leacership only had a
verbal corrmumication,” saéd Ela
chi, while respomding to the noti
fication by Mr Kados. [losphat
Thiong'o]

County hires new members to head recruitment

The Homa Bay County
government has recruited
three members to the Coun
ty Publbe Servioe Board as it
seeks to hire moare staff o
belstier service dedboery,

The move is expected to
end the controversies that
dopged the hiring of 120

Masks. Local production of personal protective equipment
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Students
at work.

health workers m the wake

Robbery. The 22-year-old victim had gone to buy medicine for ailing relative when the two armed thugs attacked hospital

Student who identified gang
leader shot dead in night raid

He reportedly called one of the
suspects by name prompting
anger and shooting after 7pm
on Wednesday.

By Cyrus Dmbatl

easiesoistandandmeniaco ko

A umiversity student was shatl dead
by @ gunmin he reportedly identified
ChiTTe a rr,l'l:]"-_'r\' inak wpital in Umosa,
Nairobi

Mr Rodgers Opivo, a final vear
Accounting student at e University,
was shot in the neck pnd died on the
=pot at the Phadam Medicane Hospital
at ahout 7. 30pm on Wednesday,

Opiyo, 22, hod gone to buy medicing
for his alling aunt when the two thigs
armed with pistols strock

The Goctor on duty rodd place e
Eang came in posing as clients at the
reception and their main pharmacy.
They then ordered them - the doctor,
guards, receptionists and two other
piad hEnids - o He down and surrendér all
thedr walunbles and cash

Opiyo glanced up, called out one of
the robbers by name and questiomad
why they were stealing from ham. With

Wednesday, Homa Bay Sen

in seoonds, the gunmsan pulled the trig-
ger ond shot him at close range bafone
escapine with their boot,

Police arrivad at the scene moments
later, but found the robbers had
escaped, Burs Bure police boss Adam-
son Bunge: zakd they wers r|1iill'|'-':|'|H
vital chues.

“Therewill be justice to this iIncident,
Efforts to get the gang & ongoing,” he
aatid,

Burgael sadd the student had pOnE to
the hospital chemist to buy medicine,
“He calied one of the suspects by his
mmie, prompiing anger and the shiof -
ing. This happened as they were rob-
h-ilq.: i on the loor ™ sl Bumngar

Fateful day

Opiyo's cousin Michael (fieno said
the student’s mother died when he was
voung. He grmeup in Uimoga weher buis
aunt (his mothers sister) took care of
hirm. He had been in Unioja siee college
closed last month in the wake of Cov
1d-19 pancermic,

Om the fateful . Oplvd hiad bisen
with his aunt in the house when she
asked him to go and get ber the medica
tiom

“His clad lhves m Kilih with his other

Rodgers Opiyo, the student who was
shot dead in Umoja on Wednesday,

siblings ancd they recebwed the news of
the death long after it had happened,
W do not know what toodo next, bt we
demand justice,” he said.

“Dpiyo had planned to travel to KiliA
bt could not because of the partial
bock-dowm," said Otienao.

Elsewhere, a man was shot and
robbed of Sha50000. The victim was

Aviith said.

taking the money toabank in Kanoban
&, Natrobl, when he was confrondod by
WD men on a motorcycle

Witnesses and police said the man
resistied an order to sarmender thecash
prompting the gang to shoot im in the
stormach, The g Hr.ﬂ1|||,'|| the cash
and sped off. A hurt wis launched for
them in vakn The victirm was mished to
hospatal where he ks admittod in stable
oo ithon,

Mearmwhille, two PEOHE WETE On
Tuesday electrocuted in two separate
mcidents in Naimobi. One died a5 he
repaired metal doors [na house in R
aka area Malrobl Police sald the welder
wiis on duty when he was dectrocuted.
The incident sparked fire, which was
promptly contnined. Police said they
are investigattrg the incdent to estab
Iesh how it happened

Nairobi police boss Philip Ndalo said
a team of experts is investignting the
incident

The second incident happened in
Kanobangh where 2 water heater killed
a woman, The woman 9 sdd to have
been heating water in her house when
the heater exploded. Ndolo saéd they
were called and informed of the inel-
dent minutes after 1t had happened

of the Covid-19 fizht. An
gttempt 0o hire the workers
had stallad over delays in
having in place a complete
haward

The newmembers are Bl
jah Kodo, Samh Nelar<a and
Lawrence K'Qteng. On

ior Principal Magistrate
Thomas Dbt Insgugurated
the new members,

Governor Cyprian Awit,
vilvo also participated in the

coremony, appointed Eodo

to serwe a5 the board ehair-

man i an mterim capacity.

Awiti challenged the new
members o address mteg
ity issues that had doggped
the previous baord, He said
a mumber of gquestions had
ke riised on the manner
inwhich the previoas board
members comnucied them-

selves, especially on recruit
ments

Awriti termed bribery
clatims during recrumtment
a8 a serions iksoe, *1 want
the new board members to
gmbrace ntegrity n service
delhvery. Let them restore
the image of the board”

Their coumnty public service
board has not been opera
1'.||:||:l.| SITHEE 1i'||: COunty
assembly passed a motion
mstructing Awiti to fire
three members who were
serving m the boanl. [lames
D]
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Environment

Nowhere
todump
tonnes of

garbage

Nyeri towm |5 runming out of
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Nyandarua

Woman, child killed in dawn attack at Ol Jororok village

their house,” said Ruto.

Ruto said the woman, aged 30, together
with her dawghier, died while receiving
treatment of the Myahunar hospital,

“The other two have been admirted
with head injuries, They are in eritical
condbtion,” added Ruto.

The motive of the attackers has not
b st ablishd, but police ame puraling
the deceased woman's hishand. The tao

were attacked at around Sam on Thurs
day. The assallants attacked their victims
using cruche wedapans after gaining aocess
to the house by digzing a hole on the wall.,

Police afficers on patrol heard screams
from the howse and responded

“Ohur officers were e nforcing the curfew
in the moming when they heard screams
Fror thi o, They moseed inonby o find
the four injumeed with a hobe dug lesding to

Shock has gripped Chakaredi village in
CH Jororok after unknown assaitants raid-
e it Killing & woman and her fore-year-oid
daughter. Another dmsghter and a niece,
£ thie deceased, escaped with tnjurses and
are sdmitted to Nyahurum Coonty Refer
ral Hospital,

0 Jororok sub-county police com-
mmander [sase Ruto said the four were
sieeping in the same house when they

separated last month.

“It is & theory we are following, We dio
ot know why the famiy separated. They
have been living at their grandmother’s
T, ™ polbee said

Two weeks ggo, another woman was
killed in the same village, The attackers
dhug & hole on her house's wall to gam

entry [ e Mureki ]

Machakos. Needy
families receive goodies

B Ahout 100 famiies yeaterday
recehed food donations and
comnavirus profect ve gear from
awel-wizher, The vulnerable
famikes were each reached at
theér hormes in Lovwer Klandani
qib-location Mumbond in
tWachakos town Sub-county
Pater Kiokn, adso {he Kang
secretany Machakos County, was
assigt e by local chief Richard
okl to reach the families. Each
mermibar of the families got a
sk, Larfiser and assorfed
foodsull which makes a package
for theee days. "1 call upon othed
wiell wishers to come out and
assrel our peopke instead of
aang this whola burden to the
rett kel and county goverm
ments,” sald Kicko, who also
trainad the heneficiaries on how
to use the protective gear, [Vie-
tor Nruma]

Kajiado. 200,000 face
severe food shortage

B Af least 200 000 people dsk
starving 1o death in the county's
niral areas. The situation has
been worsened by the Covid-19
pandemic. onvernor Jozeph oie
Lenkil {pictunad) said plans were
unclerway o distribute food to
the nesdy. “A& big number of my
reopie bve inneal amas and
cannod afford to put food on the
{zbée " He said the mast allected
popalation s in Mailsa (Kajiado
Central), Tomseal (Kalado West),
argd | kikuryeti in Kajaco East
Swb-county “These people are
e able b0 afiord ameal, leaee
alore brgirg face masks.” he said
Lenku was addressing residents
aof Kajiado Northwho benefited
from ¥5.000 face masks, an
assaftment of sanitisers and
morg than 150 hand washing
faciities. Lenku also feamed the
urban populaticn in the ooty
wias Imene prone toget the virus
than thosa in the wllages
[Peterson Githaiga]

Kerio Valley. Kaben Sambalat and Chesegon were the leading source of the mangoes

Factory’sdilemmaas
mudslide ruins farms

The factory had just
gotten approvals by
Kebs to start
producing mango
juice,

By By Stephen Rutto
Sruttostancandmeda.oo ke

A Sh100 million mango
processing factory estab
lished recently in Kerdo Val-
by is facing difficulties even
befare sending its first prod
ucts tothe market

The factory, established by
the Kerio Valley Develop-
ment Authority (KVDA) bwo
wears agn, huks been seriously
affected after farms supply-
ing it with fruits for process
kng were carried meay by a
recent mudstide that hit the
region.

The factory had just gotten
gpprovals by the Kenya
Bureau of Standards, with
the first product expectad in
the market in September this
VT,

Kaben, Sambalat and
Chesegon areas, which wem
worst hit, were the leading
source of the mangoees being
processed af the factony

Tradl of destruction

While most of the farms
WETE SWE T BWaY, SO WeTre
submerged leaving & trail of
destruction

Julius Tolimo, a mango
farmer in Chesezon, said his
three-acre farm with about
150 treps was subsmerzed.

“1 was expecting my frst
harvest later this year; this
wias my ordy hope as 1 had
switched from pastomiism o
Farming. My farm is no more
itred all [ havve been left with
e rocks amad v that camn
diram from the escarpment,”
said Tolimao

He said his difermmn now
was moving the rocks from
hi farim,

“My wish is to start abl
over agam but as st now
there is nothing muach | can

Reskderts of Chesagon ot the border of Elgeyo Mambkwet and West Pokat counties ame kneo-deep
ir s and rubble following a mudslide, Farmers ane counting heavy losses after their farms wene

swept away. Koo 1w |

o and my praver is for the
government to step in and
hielp us get back our fimms,"
e s e,

John Eimutai, another
farmer, i5 also count ing lnss-
&5 a5 his farm wasn't spared
oither. It is estimated that
over 10000 mangn tress
codd henve beon destroyed by
thie muhsdidee

“We mre living kn fear sinoe
the heavy rains are still ongo
ing. Sorme of us have already
e it 50 hard a5 we had 50
much expectations on the
factory, which was ready ard
willing to buy our froits”™
larmendecd Khrmatad.

FVDA Managing Thrector
Sammy Naporoes sadd the foe-
tory has a capacity To proeess
A0 tormes of mangoes daily:

“Lambalat and Chesegon
areas were our biggest sup
pliers which leaves us o a
disadvantage. It will take a
while for farmers to get their

farms back in arder but we

“I was expecting
my first harvest
later this year;
this was my only
hope as I had
switched from
pastoralism to
farming.”

Julinrs Tolima, a mango
farmer

will continue supporting
them. Right now we are in
the process of supplying
them with grafted mango
sepalings,” sl Mr Naporos

Hie anled the authority wes
assessing the damage to
establish the exact mumber of
mango trees diestroyed by
the mudshdes.

Agriculture Chief Admin-
fstrative Secretary Linah
Kilimo sakl the greernment
willl fook into lnd usage in

the ares and advise farmers
to avoid being canght up in
such disasters i future,

A comprehensive geo-
logieal report that will
inform land wsage along the
hiangging valley s needed, The
government will make diff
cult decisions and | urge resi-
dents to support these," Kib-
1T Skl

Arid and Semi-Arid Lands
Principal Sesretary Micah
Povwon said the national goy-
emment will work closely
with ENTW to grow cormmer-
cial bamboo and mangoes
along the landslide prone
pAcaAmmenis

Thee fsctory wasa reprisve
for mango producers, who
have been incorming heavy
losses due to poor marketing
strategies aggravated by
poor road network lnking
Endg, Sambirke, Arror and
Soy producing zones and
MATket Centres.

options after vet another ward
rep blocked am attenmpt toodumg
waste in his locality,

The county government has
been facing a garbage disposal
crisis sinoe last vear when Nyerd
towm's dumpsite was decammis
swoned and lter closed to pave
wary for a new bus park.

Acrording to county govern-
ment records, the decommis-
sianed dumpsite used to receive
at least 150 tonnes of garbage
every day.

The county hegan transporting
garbage to Gikeu dumpsite in
Karima ward, Othaya constita
ency. However, residents pro
tested and blocked garbage
trucks from durmplng of the sibe,

Sirndlar protests erupled of
Mweiga dumpsite where area
ward rep, Njuguna Kawanjiku,
oined residents o confrong
coEnty workers dumping gar
bage an the ste,

Third protest

Yesterday, Komy wand rep Enc
Wamumbi confronted county
officials at the Karindumcha durmp-
site, Mathira constimency, where
garbage from Karating, Myen
Tieram, Tetu dmad Mk mi oon-
stituencies 1s fermed ewvery day.

The ward rep protested
Ineresed dumping of garbage at
the site without progsr manage
meni.

“The Karindundu dumpsite is
located in @ reskdential area, and
lately the county his been damp-
ing garbage from all over Nyer
County there; residents are com-
plaining and it is ay job to repre-
sent  thelr coneerns,”™ said
Warmamibi,

“Betore they closed the Nyeri
tcram dumpsite, Karindundu ised
toy have onily two trucks of gar
bage per day, now there are o
least 10 trucks ferrying garbage
into my ward. This must be
stopped,” he said,

Mr Wamumbi was later sum
maned to Karating Police Station
where he recorded a statement
on the protest,

Mathira MP Rigathi Gachagua
wadsd into the controversy, say
krg B woould oppose any plan by
the county to have Nyeri town's
garbage dumped inhis constitu
CTICY.

“We shall not have garbage
dumped anywhere in Mathira.
The dumpsite is ina regidental
area and is a health hazard,” Mr
Gachagna stated,

He promised to comsene o ead
iers e ting after the coronavins
pandemic to address the issue,
which he described as “a provo
cation”.

Hiwwever, sangation executive
Bath Karind sabd she had all the
necessary approvals to use the
Earndundu dumpsite, and that
the fonar aeres on which it stands
belong to the county. [Lydiah
Myawira |



24

LT e R A —~ L 'Iill

BY ISHAD JUMBE

u=lim clerics are  declaring
the upcoming holy month of
RBamadhan which will be the

first time fasting will be observed under
epidemic restrictionsthebest ever, They
were guick to add however that faithiul
require to remain obiective and focus
on [Elamic puidelines emphasizing omn
safe practices in lme with government
directives on combating Covid -19.

Traditionally there have been many
activities associated with the hreaking
of the fast during Ramadhan the
hizghlight of which has béen hreaking
the fast. The poor gather in mosques
many of which more often than not
have a feeding program especially for
their henefit

But with a strong likelthood that the
curfiew shall still be in force and many
worrying about the effects of the new
restrictions on Ramadhan, Sheikhs who
spoketo the standard have alluyed fears
that the guality of fasting amid the
covid-19 constramts, wall be affected.

#
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A FAST OF MANY* PRAYERS (SALAT)

"I anythimg, we should prepare for
the best Ramadhan ever,” says Sheikh
Aboud Muhammad of Jundan Mosque,
Mombasa,

He explains that Islam teaches that
every [baadat (worship) performed
under hamdship attracts beiter rewand
than during the time of ease

“This is the time to exercise patience
which Is a great virtue and perform
our Ramadhan in accordance with the
pmidelines laid diwn by the prophet
wiich fall within the government
framework of directives to safesruand
the community doring these difficult
times,” he said.

Apcording to the clery who 5 a
renown Mushim scholar, none of the
practices observed during Ramadhan
will be necessartly altered by directives

issped to combat the contgion
wreaking havoc in the world
“The Prophet observed

Taraaweeh (the Sunnah night
worship) at home with his wives,
it was Khalifa Umar who made

How do we make this Ramadhan which will be
observed under unfamiliar regulations count?

thank Allah for
of being able

¢ should
the mercy
to observe our Bamadhan

despite the Corona pandemic

The fact that mosques hive been
shit down doesn't necessarily mean
that privers are closed, The fact that
we cannot share congregational iftar
{Evening meall doesn't mean that
sadagat {(Charity) during this holy
month has been suspended. The fact
that we are to observe the fast staying
home doesm't mean that we cannot

earn rewirds for the month.

What we need to do is fo
focus our faith in Allah and
stay positive believing  that
the negativity we may have
developed regarding the
disease does not  hinder
our motivation to reap
Ramadhan benefits.

We may be geanng
up for a different
Ramadhan with
hmited opportunities

| amidst the hardship,
there is a different
aspict of the haly

MNAJMA ISMAIL

manth with a raft of brand new henefits
that we are going to experience

Obvious blessings during this stay-
at-home period 15 that the family wall
be together, bonding, helping around
the house and generally sharing the
CHPOTIENCE,

“What we need todo
is to focus our faith
in Allah and stay
positive.”

The congregation  for  ibadat
{worship) like the daily salawai
i prayer) and taraweh (additional night
prayer during Bamadhan ) will consist
of only the family unit of one household
which according to Ulama (Scholars) s
aceeptable.

f course time to recite and even
complete the Quran will not be
interfered with, and last but not least,
thiz darsa (religiows educition lectures)
we used to attend at the mosgue will

" External Affalrs Editor/ Llason Manager
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Why 2020 is set to be the best Ramadhan ever!

it a congregational
prayer during his reign.
Therefare, all we have
to do is replace tha
sunna (tradition) of
Khalifa Umar with
that of the prophet
and pray taraweeh at
home with the rest of
the family,” said Sheik

Aboud

(Hher clencs concur
that this year's Ramadhan
will offer fithiful new
oppartunities which will
have overall benefits on
their fasting experience.

“This is a time when
Muslims should b2
ohjective as there are

The da'wa officer 81 Jamis Mosque Shaih Muhammad Sheli | Left)
and the alministatlor Sad Abdalah [dght] hands over Pood fmton Lo
Beneficiares of 4 fobd distribution esrcie in Eastiesh o suppont the
less fortunate during the month of Ramadhan, AL lsast 1,000 famiies
frcem shim adeas benefed fom the Food distribution which was done

through miion siores A% & measum Do aveld overcmeding and srmure
social distance,

many benefits to reap
during this years Ramadhan which we
have been totally missing out from in
the past,” says Sheikh Muhdhar Khitam
SUPKEM Coast Chairman,

The cleric said that Ramadhan is
the month the Quran was revealed
and intensive recitation of the Quran
during Ramadhan should be observed,
According to the Sheikh, there is greal
oppartunity for recitation during this
stay-at-home period,

"We have the family coming together
strengthening relationships as well as
ensuring that the dad spends time with
his children, which in the past was being
neglected under the puise of loitering to
while away the time as people awaited
the announcement for breaking the fast
in the evening.” he said.

"Those wh strive toreckte the entire
Ourgn during the month of Ramadhan
but are distracted by the hustle and
bustie of life have no excuse this time
The lockdown offers ample time,” he
sard.

Shelkh Muhdhar observes that we
are being forced by circumstances to
cbhzerve the fundamentals companions
of the holy Prophet willingly adhered
L{E

"Our Ramadhan used to be
accompanied by 50 much unnecessary
ceremony that did little to add walpe
to our piety all of which the new
regulations do not allow. We should
therefore  have a better fRsting
experience,” he noted.

He says that the prophet vsed to
break the fast with one date and & sip of
water before observing Maghnb prayer
witich is different from the army of food
Muslims prepare just for breaking the
fast before the main meal,

“The Corona restrictions have
therefore ensured that we cut down on
Lsraaf (wastage) and overspending even
as those who wish to donate to the lessy
fortunate still have many avenues to
deliver on their ssadacgat,” he said.

CIPE Organizing Secretary Sheikh
Muhammed Khalifa says that in Islam
all actions are based on thelr infentions,
according to the famous hadith by the
prophet. “Those who wish to fast will
fast despite the restrictions in place,”
he says

According 1o the Sheikh, the times
fior fasting, breaking the fast, obligatory
practices during fasting and the
intention for fasting remains the same,
“Mothing changes," he insists

“The congregational praver ‘that
Muslims observed at the mosque can
still be mchieved at home with the
family praving together, taraaweeh
initially was ohserved at home by the
prophet, those willing to donate to the
poor can use mobile money transfer
and the many avenues avatlable (o gie
charity. It would even be advisable to
seize the opportunity and intensify
ibaadat (worship),” he sad,

¥ith the Islamic holy month
commencing, many have mised concern
over the curfew that has seen ¢losume
of mosgues at a time when muslims
traditionally attend the five daily
prayersin large numbers,

The special taraweeh might prayer
that 15 observed only In the month of
Ramadhan is vsually the highlight of
the holy month.

Sheikh Khalifa noted that Corona
should serve as a wakeup call to
Muslims, so that they streamiine all
therr activities as the relipon valoes
i,
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Welcome and have a blessed 2020 Ramadhan

By Alhaj] Hassan Ole Naado, SUPKEM
Mational Chalrman,
he |eadérship of the Suprems
Council of Kenya Muslims
(SUPKEM !} congratulates the

Mushm communsity and the rest of our

beloved countrymen and women on the

commenceément of the holy month of

Ramadhan 2020
We reiterate that the holy Month of

Ramaidhan 15 an important pillar in the

Islamic faith since it is a period that

is designed to meulcate m Muoslims

the valaes of discipline, devotion and
humility, We particularly recognize the
importance of this season o members

of the Muslim community as it is a

month during which they strengthen

their journey of devotion and reflection

Let us remind ourselves of the
following teachings of the Holy Quran
on Ramadhan;

I “The month of Ramadan 15 the
ot in which the Quran has been
senit down as guidance for manking
confaining clear signs which lead to
the straight road and distinguishing
the pruth from falsehood.” (2:185)

2. Fasting is prescribed for you as it
was prescribed for those before
you, that you may attain piet™
{Holy Quran 2:183)

Apart  from  the cited (urmnie
teachings, the Huly Prophet
Mubammad (saw) sail, “When the

manth of Ramadhan starts, the gates of
Heaven are opened and the gates af Hell
are closed and the devils are chained.”
i[mam Bukhari),

Further, the Messenger of Allah
said:”.. whoever fasts during Ramadhan
ot of sineere faath and hoping to attain
Allah's rewards, then all his past sins
will be forgiven.” (Imam Bukhari).

In view of the foregomng clear

teachings, the Supreme Council wishes
all Mushims a blessed Ramadhan 2020
and calls upon the non-Muslim brethren
to accord their Mushim brothers and
sisters any support they may stand in
need of in order to fulfill this important
article of farth.

Trir [Hrectior of Kerya Prisons Wiyclife Ogola receives 4 comsgrnment of
soap and water Lanks from the vice-chairman of the Prizon Refabilitation

Programene Muhammad Shamil and the oecobive Ofcer of Umesmah
Fourdlation M Weews for detributihon to rorec tona fai §fes.

Howeyer, thes Ramadhan comes at a
umique time when there is a deadly and
devastating worldwide pandemic in
the form of coronavirus of the Covid-19
strain. This pandemic has affected
virtually every country in the world and
Muslims have not been spared its fatal
COnSeqUEences.

Just the other day, we in Kenya lost
an Imam from Nairobi's Eastlelgh area
to Covid-19, We, therefore, don®t need
any other lesson for us to arknowledee
that coronavirus is a reality and we
must take all necessary measares to
protect curselves from it.

In this regard, the Government of
Kenya, like other sovernments the
world over, has put in place meisures
uncer the Public Health Act and the
Public Order Act in order to manage and
contain this pandemic. The meisures
ineluwee punitive, but necessary, onders
profibiting public gatherings, social
distancing and imposing a nght curfew
accompanied by orders commanding
people to maintaim certain  hyglenic
standards like washing hands with
soip and putting on face masks while in
publee places.

SUPEEM acknowledees that some of
the measures to contain Covid-19 are
punitive in the sense that they inhibit
the ability of Muslims to perform some
of their religious ohligations effectively
and in the manner they are expected
to  perform  them under normal
CITCUmStances

Sofar, the anti-Coronavirus measures
have caused the suspension of all
conpregational pravers, leading to the
closure of all worship places including
Mosques, The 2020 Haj to Mecra is
in himbo given the advisory 1ssued by
the Saudi government on grounds that
international travel 15 suspended and
there i an anti-coronavirus lockdown
in Sangdl Ambia itself,

This means that the 2020 Ramadhan
will not be husinessas usuwal for Muslims
and all other people who are affected by
it. In fact, the highest religious body in
Saudi Arabia has 1ssued & communique
instructing  Muoslims  to  perform
Ramadhan and [dd prayers at home
during pendency of the coronavirus
pandemic,

Since extraordinary situations call
for extraordinary measures, we Musiims
have no choice but to abide by the
government regulations appertaining
to Convid-19, In fact, there are plenty of
lessons in [slamic teachings about such
situations, 50 the Muslim community
need not feel so much aggrieved.,

[slamic rules over epidemics to
protect people from death and sickness
go back to the very early stages of
the religion, On many  oocasions,
the Prophet Mulammad advised hs
companions to value their lives as the

i Azma Awadh from the Kerpa Association of Muskm edical Practitioners {KAMMP] facilitates & training

emprctis for voluvtesns on the proper use of Personal Protective Fouipments at lamia Mosqus, Mairobi. The
trakiing progrmme & part of the Mational Muskm Covid-¥) Response Comnities intlatives to contain the

spredd af the Coroninineg pandemic

Ll
Above all, we as
L3
Muslims are enjoined
to obey and respect
authority. The Holy
LE)
Quran says; “O ye
who believe! Obey
Allah, and cbey
the Messenger, and
those charged with
authority among
[F] ¥
you.” (4:59).
utmpst importance over death m his
mimerous savings (hadiths), urging
people to stay away from places where
there were epidemics

"When vou hear that a plague is in
a land, do not go to it and & it ocenes in
i land that you are already in, then do
not leave 1t, Heeing from 1t," the Holy
Prophet famously said.

This =aying exactly refers to the
principle of modern guarantine, What
i% being currently practiced concerning
the comnavirus outbreak 15 the same
principle as the advice of the Prophed.
Hence, as the Cowid-19 outhreak
continues (o ravage tens of thouwsands
of people across the world, the Holy
Prophet's adwvice on how to respond to a
pandemic offers a motivation to people
to stay put in their homes and protect
themselves from the deadly virus

During the Caliph Umar,
wiho was one of the four nghteous
caliphs after the Prophet, Muslims akso
practiced what the Prophet urged them
to do in the time of an epidemic,

rule of

When one of the Muslim armies
approgched a location in current Sy
where there was a plague back in the
mid Tth Century, the commanders fell
into confusion over what to do. Caliph
Umar urged the army commander to
retreat from the expedition in the face
of the plagne,

But the order did not appear to
be fulfilled wholeheartedly. Then,
he personally moved to a location to
meet with commanders to discuss the
situation. When the disagreement
continied, he consulted with a diverse
range of advisers o reach an ultimate
decision, Finally, he settled on the
decision to stay away from the plague.

“l am returning in the mornng, so
return as well,” Umar said, declarmg
his decision to retreat. Abu Uhaydah ibn
Jarrah, the commander of the army and
one of Umar's best friends, who passed
away later from the plagoe, expressed
his dislike of Umar's decision, asking:
“Are you feeing from the decree of

e

Allah’

“Wes wo are fleeing from the decree
af Allah to the decree of Allah,” Umar
famously replied.

Above all, we as Muslims are
erjoined to obey and respect authority.
The Haoly Quran says; 0 ye who beheve!
Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger,

and those charged with authonty
armong you," (4500,

I=lamic srholars im their
interpretations of this verse agree
that the term of "Uli-al Amr" has
general  application and 15 nol
specific,.  According to  mainstream

interpretations, the meaning af Ul
al-Amr includes incorporates various
aspects of leadership that should be
obeved including military commanders,
political leaders and the authority of
the state in generil.

The Supreme Council, therefore,
ealls upon the Muslim community to
summon its energy, knowledge and
wisdom to perform  their meligious
duties  during Ramadhan — while
upholding fidelity to the government
measures to combat Covid-19,

We also pray that the Almighty
lessens the burden of Cowvid-1% on
humanity and enable ws o resume our
normal lves
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By SUWAGA KHALFAMN AMIN
dignity,

amadhan is a month of digni
spirituality, awareness,  EIVIng,
solidarity, justice, love and mercy,

A month that Muslims :lmnu.t:i:l.l awdit amnd
prepare for and one of great nourishment
for it really is a holy one

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him ) said;

“Whoever establishes prayers during
the nights of Ramadhan faithfully out of
sincere faith and hoping to attain Allah's
rewards (not for showing off}, all his past
sins will be forgiven.”

Ramadhan comes with a number of good
things to benefil |.:|.anL.n|J. among them:
The Special Night (Laylatul Gadr )

“Amongst the nights of Ramadhan,
there is one special night of Power {
Cadr), which is highlighted in surah Al-
Qadr, saying it has the significance of
being better than a thousand months."
(Cur'an 87:3)

This was the night when Qur'an was
reveated to mankind, The reward of acts of
worship done in this single night is more
than the reward of around 83 years (1000
mionths 1 of worship.

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him} urged Muslims to seek this night in

A Ramadhan of substance over symbols a

the odd nights of the last ten nughts of
Hamadan., Since then Muslims beleve
the Night of Qadr comes with blessings
and mercy of God in ahundance, sins are
forgiven, and that supplication during this
night is fike an arrow that never misses its
target

GIVING IN CHARITY

The Prophet (PBUH) said, "He who
gives food to a fasting person to break his
fast, he will receive the same reward as
him, without nothing being reduced from
the fasting person's

reward."” { Tirmidhi)

[nspired by this Hadith, Muslims
compete with one another in charitable
activities during Ramadhan to win Allah's
pleasure and mewand. Nearly no Mushm
sleeps hungry durnng this holy month,
which shows the magniude of how
charitable people seek o become

PATIEMCE

Another important guality one develops
during Ramadhan through fasting is
patience, Allah has mentioned the word
gabr or patience maore than 70 times in the
Qur'an and commanded patience in more
than 16 ways in the holy book,

COVID-19 blessing in disguise

When one fasts from
down to dusk, giving
up food and drink and
marttal sexual melations
for several hours, he;
shie learns restraing and
patience

CLOSEMNESS TO
ALLAH

Allah says in the holy
Churan:

“0 yvou who believe,
fasting has been

prescribed upon those
before you so that sou
may attain Tagwa or

Mok neanding e Holy Qunan, [1ILE #HOTD

piety."{ 2: 183)

During this period,
Muslims engage in prayers sesking the
torgiveness of Allah, recite and reflect
on the Qurtan durimg night and day and
perform night prayers.

ANVDIDING 5INS
The prophet (peace be upon him) said,
“Whoever does not abandon falsehood in

word and action, then Allah has no need
that he should leave his food and drink.”
{Bukhari)

BY MRS NASSIR

This Hadith reminds Muslims that they
should purify their manners. The Qur'an
has stated that the Prophet Muhammad
“was sent to perfect good manners.”
Remember Ramadhan 15 a month for
Muslims to change their lives for the better,
leaving behind un-Islamic and immoral
practices, to lead an exemplary life.

With all this in mind, may Allah (5W) make
it easy for us all toobserve all the righteous
deeds during and even after this period.
AT

Keeping belief during hard times

both are good. Strive to do that which

020 The Standard

By Umi Wabomba

hat images come o mind when you
think of the month of Ramadhan?
Well, it depends on whether you are

a Muslim or nof.

For a non-Muslim, at the mention of the
word Bamadhan, you may start salivating as
your nose imagines aromas of sweet delicacies.

You jet to sample some as you buy a fow
to take home. You wonder why you can't have
these mouth-watering delicacies throughout
the year but you quickly banish that thought
and choose to just be grateful at the moment.
You can say goodbye to your drab Ugali and
Sularma Wiki for the rest of the month!

However for a Muslim, during the month of
Ramadhan, the delickous food Is a given. You
will see many Muslims with purchasing power
stocking up for the month. The irony is the
shopping could be double or triple the osial
monthly shopping. If it% & month of fasting,
shouldnt the shopping be half of the normal
manthly budget if not less?

And therein lies the fallacy of symbols of
Ramadhan that have overtaken the substance
of it for many years

For many Muslims, the month of Ramadhan
has been synonymous with extravagance
There have been lavish Iftar (breaking the Fast )
dinners that are a spectacle of competition
between family and friends, There have been
cases of women spending a whale day 1o the
kitchien to create crazy recipes to show off to
their guests during Iftar time, Some may £ven
miss praying the five obligatory prayers while

at it.

Muskims have forgotten the substance of
Ramadhan and the COVID -19 and its health
and safety guidelines have in an interesting
way forced Mushms toret hink the real purpose
of the month of Ramadhan,

It 15 & month to sacrifice and starve the
bodily pleasures so as to feed the spiritwal
needs of the human soul, [t is a time to grow
closer to the Almighty with more prayers,
seeking Hizs mercy, forgiveness, and favor,

Measurespreventing thespread of COVID-19
have therefore forced Muslims (o remember
the true spirit and substance of Ramadhan
that was practiced by Prophet Muhammad
{peace be upon him) and the early followers
af Islam. They did not have the |luxures of the
technology that Muslims enjoy today with
apportunity to gather till late in the month of
Rirmadhan.

The early followers of Islam ate the bare
minimum and stayed in their houses to seek the
forgiveness of the Almighty, They didn't meet
to break the fast together or to show off their
sumptuous meals, They were more concernad
about purifying their intentions to fast only to
seek the pleasure of the Almighty,

COVID - 19 has its blessings despite its
devastating results of desth and isolation. For
Muslims it is an opportunity to experience 4
Ramadhan that is free of pretense or show off.
It 5 & Ramadhan that s between the ereated
and the ereator within the confines of one's
home. EKD

Umi Wabomba is a Communications Consultant

uring hardship and calamities, it
is natural to get swept away by
the afflictions of the moment.

During such trials of faith, unless wa
are carefil, Satan can nflict fear and
inspire doubt into our hearts and
minids.

Our faith may as a result become
hesitant resulting i the reduction of
our conviction.,

All in all, we may find oursaives lost,
helpless, and stalled finding it difficult
to gather ourselves and move forward.,

For such siuations specihcally and
others in general, Islam teaches us to
stay m control by hanging on to the
Mercy and Grace of Allah,

We pray that Allah keeps us safe
from the challenges and trials of life,
but as Muslims we should know and
understand CQuran’s message and
the Prophet's guidance for handling
tough moments in life. The following
summarizes some of the kev guidance
related to this matter.

Do not feel helpless

Even when all doors appear to have
been closed, astrue behevers we should
never et feelings of despair affect our
faith.

It was narrated from Abu Hurayrah
imay Allah be pleased with him) that
the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said; “The strong
believer is better and more beloved to
Allah than the weak believer, although

will benefit you and seek the help
of Allah, and do not feel helpless. If
anything befalls you, do not say °If
only I had done {such and such), the
such and such would have happened,’
rather say: “Allah has decreed and
what He wills He does,” for *if only'
opens the door to the work of the
shaitan,” (Muslim, 2664).

“Islam teaches us
tostay in control by
hanging on to the
Mercy and Grace of
Allah”

[bnal-Qawim imay Allah have mercy
on himd said: This Hadith includes
several important principles of faith,
including the following: "Do not feel
helpiess™; Feeling helpless is contrary
to =iriving for that which will benefit
him, and it is contrary t© seeking the
helpof Allah,

Revive your faith

Ay mientioned in the Hadith abowve,
g strong faith can help us to hold owor
heads hgh. When faith seems to be
dwandlng, we should get back to
(Juran and remind curselves that only
Allah ean let us out of our ordeal and
profilems. You must, theretore, keep
that faith and not let Satan instill
thoughts that could weaken your faith,
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Muslims rally to support govt efforts to
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tame COVID-19

BY ABL AYMAM

T!Il_' [slamic community has stepped
forward i support of the government's
eftorts in the hght against the Covid-19
pandemic,

The initiative under the suspices of
the National Muoslim Cowid-19 Response
Committee has brought together Muslim
Omeanizations and other stakeholders have
embarked on various programmes aimed at
containing the spread of the deadly disease,

The committee 5 chaired by Umma
University wice chair Prof. Muohammad
Karama and has members who melude
the Supreme Council of Kenya Muslims
(SUPEEM]), Various mosques and
orgamzations such as Kenya Assocation of
Muslims Medical Practitioners (KAMMP),
Muslim Counsellors  and  Psychiatrist
Asgociations among others.

At the onset of the coronaviris pandemic,
among the pressing concerns  for  the
community was how to handle bodies of
victims of Coromna Virus,

Islamic tenets dictate that the deceased
have o undergo certain rituwals that include
washing and shrouding which in the Covid-19
situation makes a very risky affair,

Thiz being one among the many reasons
that brought Muslims together to deliberate
on how to handle the bodies In a manner
which wall be within the tenets of Islam while
gt the same bme ensunng the safety of those
handling the bodies,

Through the deliberations, the committee
expanded s scope of work and formed
committees  which  went  beyond  body
handling and included janazah (buriall,
welfare and resource mohilization, home
based care, and psycho-socko support,

“Islam has specific rituals for the decessed
which mclude the nitual washing {(ghusl)
and shrouding before burial. This no doubd
put those handling the body in & precanous
situat ion and we had to =it and deliberate on

By Hafswah Khamis (shiblah mazrual)

amadhian is the month in which the
Rhﬂy Ourfan was revealed and in
his month, Muslims strive to renew
their relationship with the Holy Book and

attempt to build a stronger connection
with their Lord.

To commemarate this special month, they
fast everyday from dawn to dusk. It being
the month of the Qur'an, many enter this
month with the hope that they will connect
more with the Qur'an but alas, most are
filled with remaorse at the end of the month
and hope that the coming vear's Ramadhan
will be better

But the cycle never ends. Hereare some few

things that might break this viclous cycle

and muke your connection with the Qur'an

this Eamadhan more productive.

1. PURIFY YOURINTENTIONS
The Prophet (peace be upon him) taught
s that our actions will be rewarded
pocording ©o our imtentions. It s
uplifting to know that when we intend to
do something great but we are unable to
do it as well as we envisioned, we might

the best way to handle the matter in lne with
[=lamic teachings,” said Prof. Karama,

Throwgh consultations with I<€lamae
scholars, thecommit teedeveloped guidel ines
for the handling of deceased Muslims who
pass away as a result of Covad-19,

[n normal circumstances, the body of
the deceased 15 washed and shrouded after
which a communal prayer 15 said over the
deceased before burial,

Guidelines developed by the Committes
have altered some of these procedures
recommending for the bodies to be buried
without being subjected to ghusl procedures,

He stressed that Islam places groat
emphasis on the protection of life affirmng
that the measures taken are aimed at
preventing the spread of the disease,

In accordance with protocols  from
the Ministry of Health, the bodies will be
wrapped in sheets and placed in body bags
before being transported to the burial areas,

The Center for Disease Control and
Prevention {CDC) based in the United States
advised that the body of someone who has
died from the coronavirus should not be
touched, due to concerns about contracting
and spreading the diseass.

Over one hundred volunteers 10 varous
parts of thé country have been tramed In
the handling of the dead and the proper use
of Personne! Protective Equipment (PPE)
which are essential for those who come in
close contacts with Covid-19 positive cases,

The wvolunteers will provide assistance
in the handling of the dead who succumb
in hospitals. For home cases, the bereaved
families are advized to report the death
through the toll free number 719 for
government assessment before the team
engages in the burial procedures.

In addition, a team of psychiatrists
and psychologists have been put i place
to provide counseling and psycho-social
support to the families of the deceased.
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Being a working muslim mum

BY MEHNAZ SARWAR
am a 34-year-old mother of 4, [ was
born and bred i Nairobi Eenya, lived

abroad for a few years and decided o
e back and settle in Nairobl

My kids range from 7years to 3 months
old, I homeschool 3 of them while running
3 businesses which include a catering
business, a tax bosiness and an onhne
marketing business.

Coming from an Islamic backgrmund,
the usual misconception is that women
should be locked up in their homes and
not work, but berng a practicing Mushm
myself, [slam gives me the freedom
to work as long as the environment i
conducive tomy faith and doesn't involve
anything against the faith,

I run all my businesses with full
support of my husband, he has always
envouraged me to follow my dreams and
he wmy backbone, he will cook, lookatter
the kids when | have meetings etc. which
is something very rare in this day in age
but he chooses to follow the religion as
opposed to culture.

When we look back i time we find the
wife of the Prophet Muhammad ( peace
be upon him) , Khadijah was an excellent
mother, wife and entrepreneur. I take
my inspiration from her and other great
women of the past like the mothers of
Musa, Imam Bukhar and Imam Malik to
mienitiom a few,

Qur [slamic history is filled with
stories of strong women, the women were
fully iremersed in the society, they never
took a back seat. From Alsha who was a
respected schaolar to Khawlgh who was a
fearless warrior, our Islamie history has
never talked about subjugation of women
, It came to liberate us from the shackles
of society, to free us from the hinds of our
desires and to ralse us above just being
an object of lust.

I hope that through my words [ can
ENCOUrAZE More Women to pursue their

Re- connecting with The Quran

still get full rewards as if we already did
the great thing.

But it can be scary as well because our
deeds might amount to nothing due to
our misplaced intentions. In this age
of social media, most people are used

to showing off their good deeds. If we .

are not careful enooeh to do our deeds
solely for the sake of pleasing Allah, it
could be that all that we get from these
deeds is other peoples approval instead
of Allah's.

. BLOCK OUT TIME

[t is important to set a specific time of
the day when you intend to recite the
Curtan, If you merely say you will read
the Quran when you get free time, you
are likely to not get that free time,

Blocking out time 15 also helpful when
you bet your family members know that
you will not be available for any other
business during that time so that they
don't distract vou and you can focus on
the tack at hand

3. READ THE TRANSLATION

The Quran being more important than

any other book yvou will come across asa
Musiim,

[t doesn't mean that you should postpone
getting an understanding of the Guran
until you are able to master the Arabic
language

- REFLECT ON THE VERSES

In various places in the Cur'an, Allah
admonishes us for not pondering over
His verses and His signs, [ assume you
have ever read a set book in school and
had to analyre the tiny noances that
made the book interesting.

[f you were able to reflect on the set book,
Qur'an is more worthy of your time.
With the Qur'an, you could azk vourself
impartant questions that might help you
in vour reflection process. For instance:
in what confext or situation was this
particular verse revealed? What names
of Allahk are mentioned at the end of the
verse and how are they related fo what s
being said? How does the messdge in this
verse relafe fo my current sifuation?

Indoing 5o, vou are more likely to dévelop
a deeper, personal connection with this

godals. To Muslim women, one advice
would be to never compromise your
religion or yvour hijab for the sake of a job,
[ am a mygaaht, (a prece of cloth worn by
some Mushm women to cover the whole
Face except the eves) [ have been to high
level meetings being fully covered and
have never compromised my covering,

Bear in mind that we dre provided
for by our crestor and we shoold not
compromise when our sustenance is
already guamntesd.

There will be many people through out
your life who will tell you that vou can’t
do it, but never listen to the naysayers,

Women are strong, we should be
eyamples to our danghters, we should he
sErong so we can raise strong children, we
are 5o much more than society expects!

And most of all trust i Allah as he 15
the provider.

Hats of to vou working mamas ot
there, it's not easy juggling work, kids, life
but we do it ever day. Enow that vou are
amazmg, the tact that you are trying your
hest to work hard and benefit yvour family
15 truly remarkable and | hope and pray
that you have the strength to carry on
and raise and murture the same ambition
and drive in the next generation.

Book. When you recite the verses you
reflected upon in your prayers you are
probably gone to have a better focus and
miore rewarding spiritual experience,

o QUALITY OVER QUANTITY
It is common practice for Muslims to
aim to finish reciting the Qur'an from
cover to cover during this month.
And It sometimes becomes a sort of
compefition as people rush over the
pages heedlessly in order tofinish before
their peers.
[ don't mean to belittle the act of reciting
the whole Qurian. All I'm asking is for
us (o pay more attention to what we ane
reciting.
It might take us more Hme to read the
transiation and reflect on the verses and
we might end up covermg less groumnd.
But isn't this better than rote recitation
where the words enter ourears but don't
permeate out hearts?

May Allah make us sincere in our desds
and may He let us discover the secrets
of the Qur'an. May this Ramadhan be
your best yet!
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

I am enough of an
artist to draw freely
upon my imagination.
Imagination is more
important than
knowledge. Knowledge
is limited. Imagination

encircles the world.
Albert Einstein
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Financing. African Unilon Chalrmnan Cyril Ramaphosa has appointed four special anvoys to

solicit fimancial =
wedla of Migeria, Donald Kaberuka of Rwanda, Tidane Thiam of Sanegal and

Irevor Manuel of 5

Maozi Okonjc

. M
south Africa

yport for Africa to help it cont

aln Covid-19. The four spacial envoys ara

I he funds mobillisea by tha envoys will support the Africa Jolnt

Continental Strategy for Covid-19 Outbreak, sald the South African president. [ Xinhua) §
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Crisis. Mideast, Africa
fail to protect airlines

B Middle Eastern and African
povernments are faling to take
the action reguined o profect
their arlines fromm The Bconomic
crists cadsed by the new
COEDnAn s pandamic, the
Imternational Ar Transport
Association (TATA) sak] yesterday
Severml states hove stepped in to
help ther aldines that have sepn
travel demand decimated by the
giobal outheesk, suchas the
United States, Singapors and
Aystiala [Reuters]

Madagascar. Leader
‘praised for herbal cure’

B WMadagascar s President Andry
I'-:."._|:u:"||'-3 |||.l|'|:'|'.:.'r:'lu'_:' cays e ks
been congratulated by his
counter part in the Democratic
Fepublic of Congo fof launching a
herbal cofmnavines “cure”. The
Wiorld Health Oeganisation
{WHO ) sa3ys there is no moofofa
cure for Covid-19 and the
counbny's rational medical
academy | Anamem) has also
cast doubt on the efficacy of W
Rajoelina’s touted prevention and
remmedy. But Rajoaling sald he and
Falix Tehisekad had chatted via
vided conference about the
Malagasy plant-based tonic
‘Covid-Organics”. [BBLC]

MNigeria. Governors to
ban interstate travel

W The governors of Migerias 36
states e agreed 1o/ ban

A ETATE TR TIENT I T
weeks inan effort to cwb the
spread of the new cormnasings, a
joint statement said, Lagos and
Ceun states, as well as capital
ADE, e areadly inoer ferd BTty
imposed inCidown s, while vanious
states hawe instigated theair owm
containment measures. Migaria
hasdl B Cowldd -1 cases as of
yerterday. [Reuters]
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From Monday next week,
waaring a face mask on
public transpartation and
in stores will be mandato-
ry inall 16 states in Ger-
Many.

. e

Pandemic. About 16,000 people remain hospitalised across New York

Moving past ‘invisible enemy’,
Trump nudges nation to reopen

White House officials
believe they've moved
from crisis mode to
sustained mitigation
and management.

By AP

Wasnington

For weeks, the Trump
pdmimistration played up the
|,|._'|||;|.'.|,~rh ol the coronmvins as
It sowght to comvinee Amerd
cans to disnupt their ives and
stay home.

Mow, as President Donald
Trump aims for & swalt naton
witde reopening, he faces a new
challerge: convincing people
its safe to come out and
resime their norminl Ives.

It's & defining question for a
cloistered nation and a
political imperative for Mr
Trump, whase Te-election
likely rides on the pace of an
eeonomic Pebond

Can the country move
beyond a crippling fear of the
wirus and return to some mod-
ified version of its old outines,
dioing what's possible to mith-
gate the risk of Cowid-19, bt
acknowladEimg it may be a fact
of Life for years to oome?

“¥We nedd to create the kind
of confidence in America tha
makes it 50 that everybody

poes back to wark,™ sabd Kevin
Hassett, n White House acdviser
wrd Torrmer dhair of the Cownecdl
of Eeomommie Advisers.

“And that confidence is
poing o require testing and
confidence that your work
place 15 a healthy place, bt
also confidence in the eoomo
my.”

At the White House, officials
believe theyve entered a new
chapter of the pandemibe
response, moving from crisis
mode to sstEned mitigation
and mansEement

It began last Thurscay with
the release of guldelines o
governors for how to safely
reopen their states, Trump and
Viee Prisichent Mike Pence col-
echrated Americans for sue
cesslully "Aattening the cure®
of thie epidemie,

A day later, a phalmmx of the
idlministration’s top medical
officials soughi to reassure th
nation that these were planty
of tests mvailable to safely
begin sasing restrictions.

Governors have been Hting
restrictions each day sinee
then, including aggressive
mirees annoinced on Wednes-
day m Montana and Oklahoma.

Tha Montana povernar gave
gehosols thie greon Tght to open
their doors in early May, and
Okinhoma will aflow salons,

[
An empty patio ls sean outside a closed restawrant days befiore the
phased reapening of businesses and restawrants from Convid-19
restrictions in Atlanta, Georgla, USA, on Wednesday, [ Fertes ]

PRIV

iWe need to

create the kind

of confidence in
America that makes
it so that everybody
goes back to work."”

Kevin Hasoett, White Houss
adviser

barbershops, spas and pel
ETOOINETS B0 reopsen today,

Trump, it has evening press
conferenoe, did take issue with
Republican Georgia Governor
Brian Kemp’s bold reopening
pliang. “1 disapree strongly," he
i, Y1 think 1% too soon.”

Thi povermors” moves oo
cided with lingering bleak
peiws around the country. The
death oll in Massachusetts
aclipsad 2000 on Wednesday,
doum|mg Trom just a week eir-
lier. About 16000 people
remained hospitalised across
Mew York,

A meat plant in lowa that is
vital to the nation’s pork sip-
Yy ks the lavest slausshierhonss
to shut down because of ot
break, With the econormy in for
alomg, brutal slump, Congress
wias on the verge of passing an
almost 5500 Billion {(ShS16
trillion) retief bill to bolster
amall businesses.

Italy

Traffic light for bathroom break is new normal

Simone Mela never
dreamed that a tmafhc hght
o bl chetermine when he
could take a bathroom
birpak i thee Fctory whese
he woorkes, But In theworld
aocariing to commavirs,
thait &5 the e normal

And he feals lucky fo
harwe a Sob, Omby 200 00! the
800 workers at the [SA
company, which makes
rifrijperatid display cases

for bars, restaurants. and
supermarkets, e 50 far
been able to return to the
factory in Kaly's Umbria

FEZITL
Thie gracdual returm has
been made possible

rh|l:|||||.'_'r| i £ |h|15.i:I_.'4‘1_1| il
solutions ranging from
simple to innovative o
high tech,

Straps faped on the foor
creabe walking Lanes and

delineate work areas

A vellow and green traf
fie Dght svsiem was
nstalled to keep the bath
roikms safe, Workers flick
a switch as they enter or
leave the bathroom and
thie eoboaer of the Light tells
those wivo want toenger if
thev can or have towait,

The high-techend af the
company's back-to-work
siralegy 18 a system

known as SWAT, or Sys
tem Workers Advamee
Tracing

Emiployess scan an app
onto their smartphones
and clip & small white
device on to their work
clothis. It vilrates i they
gof Too close o another
worker and simultane
oushy sends & signal to a
compiter iatabase.

“We are aure that it 8

nik a bool to spiyon s 11 s
only o device to Increase
safiety diztances and to
report close pomtacts,”
said Mr Mela. “Tfwe find a
posiive case, 1T will be
¢aster (o trace the con
taets they hsd, We Feel
vy safe”

A similar system is on
trial in the port of Ant
Wer.

[SA% manmgers realised

that il they wianted tostay
in business, they had o
chioden bt to modify work
patterns and safety meas
e,

*Tohelp people to cope
with this wirus, we devel-
oped a hardware and soft-
ware system (o hedp peo
ple work and adhere to
social distancing,” said
1SA General Manager Mar
o Gialbetth, [ Reuters]
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Crisis. Zambia-Congo
market still operating

B Jambia’s ministry of healthis
sreening people travelling fo
Kazumbalesd, a one-stop bordes
point with the Democratic
Republc of Congo, to check
symptoms of Covid-19 Thee
peopie Rave since ad of the
i b famiben A spot check on
the Jambian side found some
traders wearing masks whis
others did not when conducting
thedr businesses, Kasimbalesa
Cornmon Market for Eastern and
Southern Africa assistant officer
Charles Maliwe said: “We have
since embarked ona sensitisa-
tion programme 1o endforce
President Edgar Lungu's direc tres
to wear masks in public places”
Kaszmbalesa s one of the
busiest tading facikites in
Fambea [ Xinhua]

Coronavirus. Nigeria

M Nigeria has recorded 91 new
cases of coronayires, Dringing i he
country's total rumber to B
The Migerian Centre for Disease
Control said T4 e Cases wers
recorted in the commercial
capital Lagos, wiich remains the
BRCENTe of tranamesion with
more than 500 cases. The capital,
Abuja, neew has 119 cases while
Hano state has 73 - the highest in
raorthern Ngerla, wihare state
B s hane now banned
Homric schoods tocurh the
spriead of the vinus, Rearky 200
peopke have been discharged so
far i the sourd iy while 28 peopis
have dind of the diseass. [ BBC]

Somalin. Scribe arrested
over links to Al-Shabaab

B The Somall govemment on
‘Wednesday confinmed the arest
of a jmanalist over possible links
with the A-Shabaab terror group,
Tha ministry of information said
in astatement that Mohamed
Abdivwahab Abuja was being
fuestionad by secunlty fomes in
Mogadisha for having ties with
the group Alija is a radio
pumalist who was amested by
Sormall forces an February 27 Tha
security forces sael he was
rvolved in a munder case
committed on March 6, last year
The ministry said the security
fartes would charpe the jouhralst

with miurder, [Xinhua]
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Pandemic. Number of people living with acute hunger likely to rise to 265 million from 135 million last year

Covid-19: 5 countries most
atrisk fromfaminein2020

After morethana
quarter of a century of
armed conflict, the DRC
faces world"s second-

largest hunger crisis.

By BBC
R

As deaths ciused by corona-
virns around the world oom
tinue to nse, the World Food
Progerarmme (WEP ) has wirred
that theworld faces a possihle
“hufiger pandembe” as the
rimbser of people most in nieed
of food could almost double
this year.

AL the end of 2089, 135 mil-
lion people were living with
“acute hunger”, But with many
countries around the world
enforeing quarantine, that
i rber is IRely oo Ase to 265
rllbon, the WFP says.,

“Before the cormnavinis
everi became an issue, | was
eaiying that 2020 would be fac-
ing the worst humanitardan
crisis sknce World War IT for a
remmberof reasons,” WP exec-
utive director David Beaskey
sabel on Toesiday.

The organisation, which
recerved SE3 billlon (ShER0
hillbon) in 20049, now needs
between 510 hillion-512 hillion
(Shi trillion-Sh1.2 trillion) to
austain ¥s opermtions for this
VL

SowhichcouniTies are st
at resk?

Yemen

Even before thewar fn Yem-
on began, the country was the
poearest in the Arab world,

Baet sinee o Saudi-led coali
thom imtervened in the confiict
mgainst Yemen's Houthi rebelz
im 2005, the coumt ry's humani-
tinan situation has deterio
mated still further,

“As comflicts beonme lbnger,
e anl more poophe becomme
vilnerable®, the WFPSs Chief
Economist and Director of
Resaarch, Assesament and
Monitoring Division, Ard
Husakn, told the BBC, “In 2016
in Yemen, we were maybe
assisting three or four million
peope. Today that mamber is
12 multlion.”

Tomake matiers worss, the
WFP sabd eartier this month it
would halve aid to Houthi
conirolled arems, over con
cerns woiced by some coun
tries that the rbels wore
obstructing aid deliveries

Yemean repaorted its first con
firmed case of coromavirus
earfier this month, with aid
agpencles waarming that the dis-
ase condd quickly ovenwhelm
the country's weakened health
SyStems.

B countries

Latin America .

and the Caribbean

Europe
1 country

People facing food shortages by continent
Acutely food-insecure populations (million)

Africa

Middle East & Asia
10 countries

36 countries

Source’ FSIN, GRFC 2020

’ian-aHutad countries
Paopis wha Tace: aculs food ngacyurity

Yomer, | 5 ) miton

DA Congo
Adghanistan
Viernzuela
Ethicgia
South Sudan
Syra

Jran

DRCongo

After more than a quarter of
o century of armed conflict in
parts althie country, the DRC is
the world's second-largest
humger ¢risis, noeording to the
WFFP

More than 15 per cent of the
country's population are
classed as“severely food inse
cure® - meaning that they are
among 30 million people in
war zones around the world
who are almost completely
dependent on aid. Almost 52
billion (5h2144 hillion) is
needed toseoure the food sup
ply for these populations in
next thres months alone, Mr
Husain said,

“Those were the worst
affected people and now
theyre In even more troakle,”
he said, The DRC also has five
million intermally displaced
peope and ower half o million
refugees from nelghbouring
Comtriea

In addition fo the height
ened rizk faced by anyane by
ing in war pones, displaced

people are even more valner-
able during the coromavans
otthreak becaise they often
kack basic hyiene facilities
negded to halp stop the spread
of dispgse,

Earlier this month the
spokesman for the UNYS refu-
gee agency, UNHCR, warned
that ongoing vioklence in the
DRC was threatening efforts to
contain the spread of corone
vinas there, which has so far
mainly affected the capital Kin-
shasa.

Venensh

Uhilike the other countries
an the tist, Venemuela's hynger
has not been cansed by conflict
of environmenial factors, bl
rather by economic hardship,

Although Veneruela has the
world's largest oll reserves,
hyperinfation in the country
reached 200 per cemt inJang
ary last vear, lesving a third of
iz people in need of gesis-
EAnce.

The difficulties have been
compounced by a mass enodus

afhealth workers, according to
WEFP

And the problems don't end
there - around 4.8 million peo-
ple (or 15 per cont of the popa-
lation) have left Veneziiela in
recent years, and hundreds of
thousancs of thee migrants
are facing food insecurity In
riclghbouring coumiries,

South Sudan

The warld's youngest coun
try only gained independence
from its nofthern nelghibous
Suckan, in 2011, The move was
meant to mark the end of a
o runining civil wear, but the
cmintry desoended into violent
eonflict after just Pan wears

The WFPwarns that hunger
and malnutntion m South
Sudan are at the most extmeme
levels since 2011, with almost
&0 per cent of the pomalation
strugeling to find food every
dmy.

Mlaking the situation worse,
swarms of locusts which had
destroved crops across East
Africa arrived in South Sudmn
earlier this yvear.

T Conviel] - 197 woas not a sto
ry right now, desdrt looasts
wiould be the biggest story”
aceording to Husain

And as one of the most ol
dependent countries in the
wirld, the country 15 likety to
i Rt B by Falling ofl prices

The country has now
recorded four cases of comna
virus, according to Johns Hop
kins University

Afghanistan
Another couniry ravged by
conflict, Afghanistan had suf

BIB]C)

fered almost two decades of
war when the U5 mvaded in
2040,

Eighteen vears later, more
than halfl of the population
Iives below the poverty line,
and over 11 million people are
classed as severely Tood inse-
cume by the WFE

According to Afghan gov-
ernment figures there have
been over 1LODD confirmed
cises of coranavirus,

While the numbers appear
I, the eountey has Hmited
access to testing and the
health system has suffered
under decades of conflict.

There are atso fears that the
virus eould have spread after
more than 150,000 Afghans
refurned from virss-stricken
Iran in March, while tens of
thowsands of others returnod
f'romn Pakistan,

The new 130 million

In addition 1o areas affected
by war, environmental 155ues
O Ceomle Crises, rmany mome
1o~ andd middle- income ooun-
tries are kely to be affected by
joby losses and other economic
diffkculties caused by the
spread of coronavins in the
comirg months,

The problem will be made
worse by similar economic
Pressures in countries acTss
thixwarld, reaning that remie-
tances, or money being sent
back from relatives abroad,
will fall in these count ries.

“The mast Important thing
5 an affordable treatment
which must be available
everyone across the
wiorld, “Husain said




Shilling holds steady. The shilling was stable against the dollas

yastarday as markat activity remained low due to tha Covid-19
pandarmic, traders s4ic. In early trading, commercial banks guoted
O5/107.15 per dollar, the same as Wednasday's

the shillling at 106

Business

closing level [Reutars)
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Downside. Continued slide of prices internationally also a major blow to country

Tullow: Virus could rain
on Kenya’s oil parade

Firm wams suspension of key
works due to pandemic likely to
derail scheduled transition to
commercial production phase.

By Dominkc Omondl
clanir bt antandmesa.cn ke

The Coronavins pandemic is ltkely to
further delay Kenva's dream of starting
commercial production of oil,

In its Eatest update to shareholders, the
British-bazed company at the heart of oil
production in Kenya has expressed doulst
over the colntry's abily to complete the
Final Investment Deciston (FID) before
the end of this year.

“In Kenya, a number of key work-
streams have been suspended due to
Covid-19 restrictions and while focwes
remains on the critical activities reguined
for a Final Investment Decision (FID),
Tullow will eontinue to monitor the
impact these restrictions may have on the
FID target,” explatned Tullow in & state-
ment.

FII i= o technieal teem for when the
project execution phase begins and the
hig maney stans being spent on its con
struction. With FID, Tullew can embark
on large-scale production with the coun-
try officindly jotnirg the chabol ol export-
grs. But this is now in doubt.

The country has been trucking 2,000
barrels of ol daily from the ol fields of
Lokichar to the defunct refinery in Mom:-
haza for export in what & meant tobe a
precursor bo cormrmercial production set
forr 2022, Even worse is the sharp decline
in the price of all in the global market,

with experts noting that at a price of
belowe 320 (5h2, 1201 & barnal, Kenyas ol
procuction 5 not viabde,

Early this year, Tullow announcid a
restructuring of its operations after “dis-
appainting exploration results in Gaynna
and production problems in Ghana®,
winich led o the restmation of the cone
gy s clded copeut e and the esplorst on
director in December,

The shake-up led to a Moodbath at its
counter at the London Stock Exchange,
wiith sharehodders losing Shi80E billion
in papser wealth in three months,

In Kiemya, employess were put on the
chopping board with the company eving
i fnrmont - the assignment of part or all
of anadl, atuml gas or minerl intenest to
i third party for development.

Tullo Kenya Managing Directos Martin
Mbogo said the restructunng is group
widke and mformed by Tullow's ammounee

ment in Decermber that its global oil pro
daction and associated revenoes in 2020
amd beyond would be loswer than eariber
promect jons.

“In Kiemiwa, the team will be reduced omd
witll anky be focused on the critical path
activithes that will allow us tocontinue to
target FID ar the end of 2030 sakd Mr
Nz, There fre reports that the govern-
ment has questioned Tullows caleulation
of capital mvestment, which the firmesti
mates at around Shasobiltkon.

This 2aw the Petroleum and Mindng
Ministry recently enlist the services ofan
audit company to help it ascertain
Tullow's trse investment.

“The ohjective will be to confirm the
validity of the expenditures and the oom-
pleteness of the revenue and production
hased on the terms of the agreement and
the production sharing contracts of
blocks 10BE amd 137" s the mimstry.

Virus. Foreign investors
weighoptions on Kenya

B The commmirus PANDEMIC IS
foucing international invest ors to
re-evaluate their position on their
Keryan opesmations, @ new ey
chows. According 1o 1he suney
by Delegationof German

Inchustry and Comamerce for
Eastern Africa (AHK Eastem
Africal for Apel. B2 6 per cent of
the companies polled are
concarmed that the cument travel
restrictions will affect their
buisiresses Phe mast. This B
fodlowed by a Bl i demand for
their poducts at 652 per

cent, Maren Diale-Schellschmigds,
adelegate of the Inbly, sald
Gierman companies in the
country eqect thelr fumover io
recfuce by between 10 and 50 per
cent, a5 the pandemic comtinues
to ravage the global economy
[lssack Awal]

Tech. Apple expands to
new Africa markets

B Appk Inc on Tuesday sad i
would expand its Apn Stome
Apple Music and ol e serices
o darens of new markets in
Africa, the Midde East and
bieyond in the bigeest grographi
cal edparsionof its servicesin
almost 4 decade, Appke said i
wiuid expand the App Stoe 1o
20 countries, eight of them in
Africa and will offer |15 streaming
Apne Music senvice in 52
sddifional countnes and regons
The expansion is the lrges

SNCE Appie e what was then
caled the iTunes Store 1o India,
Fiussia andmone than 50 other
countries in 2012 Apple has
ocuted on griving! sales from
s sendces segment, which
totalled 178 per cent of its 22601
billion {Sh2 T trillion} in resenue
in its mast recent fiscal vear as
consumears have siowed in
upErading f bt Lmdrtphones
Apple executives sald in Bruary
the company had an installed
base of 1.5 bdlion acthe devices
and aimead toreach 600 millisn
subscribers to either s own o
third-party services by the end
of this year [Reuters)
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“We knew wa
shouldn't” Some Amazon
employess sald thay used
data from third-party sell-
ers to develop competing

products,

Diaspora cashtodip
by Sh4T7tr,says WB

Eeryins will recehoe less mon-
e from the diaspora this year as
the eoronminig pandemie com-
tirues to hurt the global econo-
I

According bo a new study by
the World Bank, global remit-
tmnees are projectied o decline
sharply by about 20 per cent this
year due to the economic crisks
Erachunced By thie vires,

The remittances o losww and
middle-income  countries
(LAICs) are projected to fall by
19.7 por cent m £445 billion
(ShAT1 Erilthon ), sigralling a ks
of a erocial Anamcing lifeting for
any vulnermble howseholds

sh280b

B Money Keryans llving and
working abroad sent home last

shi7.1 tr

B Projected remittances to low
and middle-income countries
this year

“ReEmimances are a vitsl soree
af income for developing coun
tries. The ongolng economic
recession caused by Covid-19 is
takdrg @ severe toll on the ability
tor send money home and makes
it all the more vital that we shon
en the time to recovery for
advanced emanomies,” said Workd
Bank Group President David Mal -
pass. Last year, Kenyons working
and living abroad zent home a
record §2.7 billion (Sh280 hil-
lion}, according to the Central

Eank of Kenym (CEED,

This reflected & 37 per cent
growth from 2018 when diasporm
remittances stood at 326 billion
(Sh2 72,3 hilliam),

The projected drop in money
from abrcad has been compoumd-
ed by the boss of wiges as many
workers in foreign countries have
been laid off or put on unpakd
o, wiith many source coun-
trbes imposing total leckedhowns.

Majoriy of African migrants
reside in the El, the United
States, the Middle East and Chi
Nl These COnnmes ant a Souroe
of close o a guarter of total
rermittances sent tothe region,

Last vear, diaspora cash to
By come from North America,
which sooountod for the biggest
shareat 50 percent, with Barope
accounting for 20 per cent, while
“the rest of the world® scoounned
for the remaining 30 per cont.

The World Bank study also
found an increase in remittance
coat, with the global iverage cost
af sending S200 remaining at n
high of 6.8 per cent in the first
cuiarter af 2020, with sub-Sahara
Africa having the highest average
cost of nine per aent.

“Quick nctions that make it
easier o send and recelhve remit
fanees can provide much-needed
gupport to the Hves of migrants
ard thadr fomilies, These include
treating remittance sevices as
essential and making them more
popessible to rdgrants,” said Dilip
Bt b, lead muthor of the report,

But the sector 5 expected Lo
improse by four per cent in 20620
ifthe pandemic doesn't spill over
o the last gquarter of the vear,

[Issack Moharmmed ]

Pandemic. Centum
feeds needy families

B Investment firm Cantum has
dorated foodstufl to atkeast
2000 wulnerable households in
Wipingo anga, Kiliti County, tahelp
therm deal with the effscts of
Cowid-19. The initlat ke, launched
yesterday, 5 a joint effort of the
{irm. homeowners at the Centum
Wipingo project and othe
ParTners Canturm has Pt nenac
witth Tuskys Supermariet to
package the food donations info
hampers that will support a
famiby lof approdimately twe

weeks [Correspondent ]
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Moratorium

Insurers offer relief on premiums

Insurance policyhodders will
enjoya three-manth grace pert
o to help them cope with the
effects of the coronavins pan-
demmic, the sector regulstor has
il

The insurance regulatory
authority (IRA § said the mom
torium would apply for both
confributions for Insurance
covers and renewal of premi
LIS,

“Tresurers should avall policy
hodders a three-month grace
period, The grace period may be
over and abowve any contractual
premium holidays already in
place for exiting policies,” said
IRA Chief Executive Godfrey

Eiptum in a statemant.

This comes a few weeks after
inchustry players agreed tocov-
er patients affected by the pan-
demic following consultations
with the regdator,

The regulator warned nsur-
ers against introdicing new
product exclusions or chang ing
terrs of their product without
imforming them.

“Insurers should conduct and
suhmit to the authority a stress
and seenario testing, including
updating of capital adequacy
calculations and liquidity
sirains due o the effects of
Covid-18," said Mr Kiptum.

Kervin has ten broad catego-

ries of genaral insurance.

These are motor, medical,
fire, aviation, engineernng, lia
billty, marine, personal acoc-
dent, theft and workman's eon-
pensation,

The sector has been grap-
pling with rising claims that
s an anderwriting loss of
Sh OF hillion in the last quarter
af last year,

The moratorum i5 expected
to further strain Insurers. who
are expectod to continue set-
tling claims for which premi-
ums have been paid even for
mator and medical insurance,
which are notorious for frauda

lent cladme, [ Al Mohammed]

Cash crunch. Botswana-based firm has since close down Kenya operations

Retailerlosesoutin

Shl73mtaxdispute

Court thwarts Choppies
bid to have accounts
unfrozen pending
resolution of case with
taxman.

By Dominic Omond

dakuen@=tandadmadiaco wb

Chopgies Enterprizes Lid, a
rietat] chain with orlging in Bof-
swmna, has lost its bid seeking
to compel the taxman to
unfreess 15 accounts over a
Shi7a4 million tax dispute.

Choppies, which has since
exitid the Kenyan market fiol-
livwing & poor nan, had moved
to court seeking the order,
pending resolution of the case,

Howewver, High Court judge
David Majania dismissed the
application with costs to Kemym
Revenue Authority (KRA),

KRA froeee the sccounts after
it realized that the retail chain,
which ot a foothald in Keny
by acquiring Ukwala Super
muarkets Lid, was inthe process
of windirg up its business in
Kemya, The tax agency argued
that the cash-strapped retailer
had akready sold its branches,
assets and stocks to Tusker
Mattresses Supermarkets,
Chandarana  Supermarkets,
Quickmant Supermarkets and
Appmatt Lid without inform-
ing it despite the ongoing tax
dispute,

“Choppies was faulted for
nipt disclosing their financial
pasition: they did not disclosa
how much was held in thelr
accoamts and what woild be
realised from the sabe of their
assefs,” sild Pagl Mateku, a
cammissioner in charge of
legal services at KRA,

The court ruled that Chop-
phes should provide security
for toses payable to BRA sinee
it haed elosad shop in the coun-
iy

The retailer had entered the Kenyan market after acquiring Ukowada
Suparmarkets’branches., [Fi= Saandad]

Further, the court gave the
retaller and KRA M days to
explome anambcable settlement
af the tax dispute,

Mnkurmatt is another redail
chain thas went down with bil-
lions in unpaid taxes, Basides
owing creditors, including
landlards and suppliers as
rriich fs Shid O ballbom, the erst-
while retall chain owes KRA
ghout Sha. 3 billion.

With reverises deelinimg due
to the difficult economic envi-
romrmend, which has been com-
pounded by the coronavirus

“Choppies was
faulted for not
disclosing their
financial position;
they did not disclose
how much was held
in their accounts
and what would be
realised from the
sale of their assets.”

Paul Matulo, a commissioner
at KRA

pandemmic, KRA has resorted to
enforcing complignce to opti
rrise its collection

Yestercay, the taxman also
directed business mamers trad-
ing on digital platforms to
charge vale-added tax (VAT
on their tramsact ions and rermit
the ties.

In & statement, the Conmmis-
sioner for Domestic Taxes
Eizabeth Mayo expressed cone
cern that some digial business
cwmers are not charging VAT
a5 reguired by low,

“All non-compliant traders
gre hereby advised to comply
to avorkd ponadties and nterests
on outstanding taxes fallure 1o
which appropriate action will
be taken in accordance with
thie law. Where fraud will be
detected, appropriate criminal
proceedings shall be bought
against the offenders,” said
Mevn, KBA s undér pressure to
gEgressively collect taxes
pgaknst a tough business envi-
ronment, with the economy
expictied (o suffer as a result af
the eoronaving pandemic that
has driven finms into banknipd
v,
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Health workers to get free lunch

Sarova Hotels and Resorts will
prowidie Food to frontline health-
eare workers at the heart of the
wilr againest the coromnvirus pan:
demic,

The hotel chain said yesterday
i wetll fior the mest one month pro-

vide dally lunches to more than
200 health workers offering
crithcal services to patients at
hoth the Kemsatta Nathonal Hos-
pital and Mbagathi Hospital
“The move i5 a gesture by
Sarova to say thank vou and ree-

ognise the bravery and commit-
el of the hieroes and heroines
in the facilities who have put
thetr lbves on the line to lend the
war to eradicate the virs," said
Managing Darectar Jimi Kariuki.
[ Standard Reporter ]
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WHERETOPLACEANAD
AND USE OUR SERVICES

OFFICE HOURS:
Manday - Friday: Sam 1o 3om
Saturday: Sam oo 2 30pm

DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED BOOKING

Weakdays: 4om
Weakends: /i

NAIRDEBI

Digger Classifieds: 1&M Bank Towers, Ground Floor, Banda

stieet.
HOTLINE: 019012555
Tok: Q=120 O/10-012

BUREAUS
EMBU

WL U

Commercial Bank Bullding (KCR),

1= figor, Room 121,

1 ELHH

Acverfising & Chicultation: 0F15-0128598.

ELDORET

Sirgol House

2% foor, next Lo JKLIAT
udinga Udinga Sireel
TEL: 0718 D127540

KAKAMEGA

Ambwere Plaza

7= Flisir, Kepmatta STt
Telephone: OF19-012881

KISt

Galaxy - Opposite Nakumatt.
Tel: Oe-012870 or D718-012473

and Opg. Juma |

{ajpe Acade on

KISUMU

Tuffoam Mall, Ground Floor, Opposite Varsity

Flaza, Achleng Oneko Road
Tel: QTG00 2870, 26876/ 26877
MOMBASA

Diamond Trust.

Ground Floor, Moi Avenues,
Tel 072 QL2841

MAKURL
Merica Building.

2 fioor, alang Kenyatta Avenue,
Te: OF FR-0RBES, OT15-017855

NYERI
Sun Guest House & Hotel,

1< finar, Dpp Central Hotel, Along Kanisa Road.
Tl OFT9-012897, Acdvertising: O710-012804,

IMPORTANT ACVICE TO READERS: Hizasc makz

Aappropriate enculres and take appropriate afice and

cagticn before sending money, NCurming &y expensa or

intending to/making a binding commitrment in relation mo an
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Use The Standard's DIGGER CLASSIFIEDS!
YOU'LL GET RESULTS!
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. @DiggerKenyn
NAIROBI COMMERCIAL
& UPCOUNTRY |
KI/SERVICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

A9/

LOST Gtk Kajiado/Dlchoromsnre BE 0

LIOAT inle deed Dagoee il Kinoo 4174

AZNOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

FHYHCAL LHD LaND U
FLARNING SCT [201E)
CHANGE OF USERn

Phe owrer of land pamsl DONWD
b LN P e DLCK
1081 siumied in Komamok TenEtip
propsRiE & ShESgE 1B RE LS
Agricultoml 1o Aeakdenbel Mok
dweling wies D spooval by

rodbvicial, Imrvbom, Ohngenaasons
. = fafrmerd O SRS and
rocpstndet 0 rewnd T o wnieg
wilhs™ 14 Dises ol ¥ oo 1
T M EagEe,
Kng g Tile Munsipaiy,
R0 Bow 4 -l Fokoy

ACCOMMODATION

ES/ACCOMMODATION OFFERED

KDNYA Comirt 0337 FT7TT RO JAH0
KENYA Comfort Reggae Mis Opp lesvanies

REGEAL Eenya Comicdl Hobel Ree Pace
S 2500 D 3000 Boom Daly 200 oot
T30 TI I TTT L A0

EBJHOTELS

Swimming Pood Sendices & Equip
Lama/SiramySpasChemicaly
Whatsapp 07 FFrrss 0T Ess1 95

RESIDENTIAL & BUSINESS
PROPERTIES

L1 /PROPERTIES FOR SALE

BURUBURL phd 40 malsonetie
LA T4 EED6SEE

KAHAWA Wendani Sstorey bullding

vl 59umits  bedsitbers  ancome
SiEEpm, pnoe @55 Neg
Om6a06 a2

KASARANI Mabemity & storey bisld
ing with 42units of bedsitters each
Ehs00 plus Zunits of | broeach
@000 botald ine FAA0EIKpM pice
S0kt 74 6300982

KASARAND Clayworks Astorey tuikd-
g with e JGT000KpN price GA0M
LHRE ey R

KRk MIBY Khrigim & siorey building with
Flunies of 3hr each @FaS00LMM price
S5U 074 AB065E2

KIAMBU RO Mushroom estabe She
massneile oo DS5acre  @T0M
(TR GE06 58

1.B ACRE Upperhill LIE Elgon Road
A3 near Ko areng |||'|i'|"{'r'F|'|l 16m
0.9aore Walyakil Wy mear B 300
| Adadin Kite 2. OTHE- ‘n..-'.-'-1_i-ll
RURU H.|.|.:||I!|'|.'| 'tu’ e "uutg.ﬂ-dn'
on S0 1008 s m OTEaEaaE?

ZIMMERMAN Ssiorey e with b2y
nits of Ibr gRi200dE per wnd fodal
nfome  Ta4000kpm price  BIM
L I T

L LTS ALAND FOR SALF

Kenya Comioai Holel Suites Lre Open
10 Kemyan & 50% Discounl
O 200 E0900, 0734608866

Kemya Comlort CBO G737 7702
Kperyas Comion Wi DTTT 100110

H2/FOR SALE - PRIVATE

2015 Subaru Forester XT
! —

L m =
Pearl White, 2000c¢ Turbo

Charged, Fully Loaded with
Advanced Eyesight Technology

Call 0722526264, 0724269909

35 aCrwes for sale - Kajiado @ parcels
af 35 acres al 21m per acre. Can

e subsdividesd om regeest  Call
TR a4 3731
8 Ac Narasgn 600k neg
0775 AS4
SALC @i Dendon-Charagita
724142050

ATHI river fowe LS&cres indostrial
plol [armsc 0225562

EFRIKA 6.5 ac Tony OFESTTER 1P
diRiKa Fa 150 Laa 082577 19
DAGDHRETTE 0,180 07 22510045
DA L 5000 1L e RSP0

EMBU Kiamuringa 10 atres lkm off
Slakage road, 07ETII0084

ISENYR Niibo Towen Sl i0H) piot ready
fitle Toms tarmac 725210219

ISINYA 5 acres frooting tarmad & 24
arres fown cenhre. D7FSZI0219 owee

JUlh prime pis af jol Towm
(s T T2 EIS0E 34/
(7747 WHa5a
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U Esnyacte: B LJEaC nle 3ML
Wiigai-inm 1L/Bac. 28M 07224678300
R RS R

KAJLEDD Towd 1 plods Makuili area
an - farma  chean  bibkes,  Quick
sale 07 21520121

KAMITI Comer / Kamiti Rigge Estate
LSacre 300M from maén farmac road
eady igles oMl OFL3SOEDTAT,
(T TR 00

KAMULU 40w 0K 0722788500

KANTAFU [Dompc Sabuk  [/BEacme
S500m from farmac ready tiles call
OTLETE N, 07 2R THG

KARAMNJEE Lmr LB pi dow 0785
5050

KAREN “lucr
TriGa

@b per  aCr

KAREN 2 5acres prame land ready for
development. Offers. 072256408

KAREN Hills Gated | &cre TOm Call
(vemer (733 20E3F7

HAREN- /73 plot red soil 35m @il
L FFa Tl U

KAREN Shace 1050 20M DF2A6T2)

KASARAMI Claypworks ouching Thika
RD L253c pood for Petrol SEEmon
IS DTALE0GEED, OTFF4EY

KASARAMI L/ acre, fike O77F 30
LB

KASARAMI Gstorey HSE inc 2E0KPM
= T B,

KATANI [/4=re  behno
Hospiial 2.5m ang 072 3560455

Eatani

KATAMI |54 Acre 150 OTIT-192044

KENOL  plots 1B
(N 15409 or (7 259 35150

acre,Call

KIAMBYE rasd Kogere L7 acre
matude gardes (72 1564547

KIKUYW MWachu LiSac 160K, 50K
ITO5% G444, OTIT99A510 PATTMOS

KIMANATIRONDG 58 acres  near
Sopa Lodpes DTES1904% owmer

KISAJU Alya Sacco Scheme L9 aome
m from madn road 0777062750

KITENGELA quick sabe, prime 1/Macre
plct @ 2.7M Call: 072 Te8% 160

KONIA 7
VR T )

fomm  Pial  SML

KOMIA R0ty a7k 0P 55444
KONZA Bl 200Acres DTRT536105

LAIKIPIA 4% aires  owverodlang
WMwitiria  Hill neighboring\Dlpajeta
COOSE ANy, hyerl Wyhrr ril.
D59 04%9 pwner

LAKE semeniata plol nest 19 The
lake Soches  suirable o camps,
Indges, Ney 07885686

Yo can row Bookand pay for
your elassified adverts on your

nﬂhmm:m
mmmmw

21221

LELEMENTAITA land fowching fhe
Ik good, Tor hoied 00065 181

LAYINGTOMN Hather
@AM 074650696

HD  5AC

LEMAMA Sacres keal for develop

gl of tariaed (02552

MAANTOMI fa0% 45%mn, 075257

SAA KUY
M 55444

Maraja @ik

MARAGULA Faharatl 45 0773488507
SARAGWA Boba 1240 00358511
BATHIRA H.3acres (I7IB55 5849
MALURLUI typass 1o 07 224677 3]

MEMBLY  prime
077 2467730

I'Eae, lMac

HAIVASHA Gacres 0721 FIL1GG
MANYUKI Hlom @0k (79455484

HATRA
OTd2EI340

Estade prama Tigle

MDEIYA Loac |2m OT834TIERE
WOETYA MaC farmat 0754 1558

MDEIVA 4ac tarmad (Tae4TIESS

WGARA, Pamganl, 5ec 1 SOEO0D
comm.  fellE, Poice 368 neg
OFMM 44

MEONG road nakumal junikon, 1a0nes
with pedro gation, &0
negOTFASNS 14

WGONE ool Karen Wess 500000
Bacre peds, OF226E 750 e

MGONG [ kimuka LS ksh L1 m &
ot irstalment U2 18023

WYABAKIMA Duruma BD S50°100 &
plat with ol Euillding price @150M
OT4eR069ES

OLKALDU 10, 20, 2M0ac 02 MeT230

OMGATA- Rongal Neood 178, 14, L2,
e plots ready tnle: OTFMGEF286

OMGATA Rongas Msd Lodge SACTeS
prime land OF 2X858562

OMGATA Hongai prime plofs, A00m
fremrd & 3hr Bungalows 721606544

PANGANI |acre on Thika Rd. Super
Highway prime 0721564522

PRIME 15 quarter acre plots bbcated
L7k Frim Magadi R L0en from Tuala
market price 8008 per plol. Contadn
0724845324, 0722844904

REDHILL Heights Gatanga ed Gkm ol
Thika ro |/dace gaied Dme Call
0722662714 oo

RONGAK-ACACIA SOXIDO@IM  Lkm
from hivway Call (T 4853459

RUIRL Kmakis Bypass Behind Irings
S0a100f Commercial plots with title
.50 DMAE0GIE

THOME | touchicg bypass (U5
(Pl () P
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Saying goodbye

IS never easy,
but you're

never alone.

Losing a loved one is never easy.
With the Standard Newspaper, you will never be alone.
We'll help deliver your farewell messages
for a befitting sendoff, for the love never dies
and the memories never fade from us.

Place a notice in the obituary from as little as KSh 5000/-
All you need is the obituary notice, a photo
and a copy of your ID.

Contact: Tel: 0719012555 / 0719012910, email: obituaries@standardmedia.co.ke
or simply visit any of the Standard Ad Centers countrywide. M-Pesa Till No. 886841

Mairobi-Digger Classifieds: I1&M Bank Towers, Ground floor Nakuru: Merica Bullding, 2nd Floor along Kenyatta Avenue
Embu: Commercial Bank Building (KCB) 15t Floor Kisumu: Swan Center Ground Floor, Oginga Odinga Strest
Mombasa: Mol Avenue Diamond Trust Ground Floor Nyeri: Sun Guest House & Hotel, 15t Floor Opp Central Hotel, Along Kanisa Road
Eldoret: Sirgoi House, 2nd Floor next to JKUAT and Opp. Juma Hajee Arcade on Odinga Oginga Street
Kakamega: Ambawera Plaza, 2nd Floor, Kenyatta Street Kisii: Galaxy — Opposite Nakumatt

The

Stﬂnd&_i:d www.standardmedia.co.ke
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Horse racing.

FOOTBALL: WHY THIS IS THE BEST TIME TO SHOWCASE OUR PREMIER LEAGUE. PG 48

Indian's Prakash (heft) colebrates the
dismissal of Pakistani Muhammad lamil.

McCullum
says T20
World Cup
could be
moved to
2021

Former New Zealand capds
MeCullum thinks this vears
Waorld Cugpe is unlikely o g0 ahead 45 planned
duse to the COVID-19 pandemic and could be
niveed toearty 2021 with the Indian Premier
Lkl (1PL ) Sakurer e Ofoner - NOoAET DT
S50t

The outhreak of the nel coronavinus has
browght sport to a standstil]l around the
workd and eopardised T20 ericket’s Hagship
o rmament i Australia

e [PL wits schedhded tobegin om March
28 but has been suspended indefinitedy,

“hg o punter, if [ were to pot my fingl dollar
om what the schedule wonld look like, it
wiowsd be that phe T30 Waorkd Cup has @ot o
b ant risk,* MoCulhum said on the Sky Cricket
peocicnst

“ can't sed thermn playing the T20 World
Cuip behind closed dooss eithie

Thife a5 3 windkios & el Liler i the
gy vesar of AL wiich could then open up
for the IFL.

MeCullum said the 1PL conld be plaved
bt clogsed doors as strong television

ik wWere Plarantesd im erncket -find

India

The ICC and wortd cricket mead crodwds
1o operate baet India can prohahl
things commercially behind closed doors
BeiCaiase [ aF @oing 1o el S0 mEnY HAhe
beatls, ™ said EBeCullum

The [F'L will target that October window
and the T20 World Cup

1

aided the 38-year-

will he pushed hack ™
e, vy coach of the [PLs

Kolkata Knight Riders. [ Rewters)
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Drive={hrough test centres, and
20,000 tests This is how the Bun-
de-align plan o sisrt plagying in May .

Move could help the sport recover from coronavinus shutdown

Why men and women want

to be joined into one body

Federer's idea for one
“stronger body” received
great response from top
players.

By AFP

WTA Tounder Billie Jean g amiel
Rafael Nadal ed a wave of support
for Roger Federer's supgestion that
“niow 15 the Dime™ (o marge the men’s
and women"s governing bodies,
while tennks ks at a standstil] bacaunse
of the coronavins pandemic

Federer, winner of a record 20
s Grand Slam erowns, zaid a
merger o the Women's Tennis Asso
chon CWTAD and the men's Assor
clation of Tennls Professionals (ATP)

probably should heve happensd a
homg: time agn” 10 aseres ol Tweei=

The Swiss great’s ldea lor one
“eirongeT body® recetved an enthu
cinstie TespOnse from King. MNadal
mid leading women's players such as
{ormmer Wimbecon chismpeons Simo
ma Halep, Petra Bvitova and Garbine
Mugeri, bt eontroversial Aus

tralian Nick Eymgins expressed reser

Roger Federer, winmer of a record 20
mian's Grand Skam crowns

Yanoms

“Just wondering... am [ the onky
(415 o |='i|'||~||1-! thinf now &5 the time for
men's ard women's tenmis o be imir
#d and eome (oEether as ome™™
Federer posed to his 127 million
Twatter follcwers

Tratblazer King, wiid was instr-
mintal in establishing the WTA &
1873, wid such @ mereer “has longe
beeen iy vision for tenmiks™

“1 agree, and have been siying so
simce the early 19705, Oné vadie,
women and men together.. Let's
make it happen,” shie tweeted

Madal, who has 19 Grand Slam
titles, posted: *1 completely
agred Uhat it woulkd be groat
to et out of thiz world
crisis with the umion of
men's anid women's
tennis in one only
OIS at .

Federer and Nacdal
argued that & merger
cowld help tennis
recover from the
CUTUNavins
shut
|i|_|l\.'-'.'l

!

:

which has seen Wimbledon can
cetled for the first time smce World
Whr 11 and the French Open post-
poned from May to the end of Sep
tember,

“It probably shoold have hap
peredd A kong time ago, but maybe
now 15 really the time,” Federer

Wrale,

He sakd the current system was
oo confusing: for the fans when
thiere are different mnking systems

Spain's Garbine

different logos, different websites,
different tourmament categiories”,

Wortd number fwo and reigning
'-'.'.l'l']':lr--::rll||'“]'..|."||;:||u'| Hulep agreag,
tweating that Federer wis “niot the
ondy ome™ thinkine alone those Bnes,
wihile Mugunuza added, “Yes, would
b pooed 1ckea”

Twi-time Wimbledon champlon
Evitova bweeted: “Hands up if you
agres with @rogerfederer,” along
side a mised-hand emoli

calebrates in a past match

against Babghem's Yanina
Wickmayer. [Beutes ]
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tughy. ‘Pau’ pays tribute to Shujaa voungsters for saving his face

Why Murunga can’t
forget 2018/19 season

Former national
Sevens team tactician
reveals how pleased he
was after the squad
retained its core status
in Warld Series.

By Rodgers Eshitemi

WUTLEE S LA A e n O

Kirrrya rugley fire will never
fosrmnt tha 200819 season This
wis whet the national Sevens
nughey team survived relega
tion from the World Sevens
Sersea by o whisker

But if there was a man who
was more relieved than any
ane else then it was [ormer
coach Pautl ‘Pau’ Murunea

Though Kenya had firted
with rebeention in the recent
past seasons, the Homeboyz
RFC eosach fewe ke hastory would
hgee judeed him harshly b
Shuiea Fad mone doven during
hiis tenure,

This was the toughest
it @ver for Muriirg i
s cossrfuimg courens

Kienva hias never
been  relegated
sifce meking its
debut n the
World Sevens
Series 1n oD,
Ihery e i
COre (2am In
S0,

Unlike the
previous
Eeason
where
Kenwya
finished
|_':|'_'I':§§|-.-|'
the over
all table
standings
with a his
torie 10k
paints, the former
Singapore champ
ons had to wat until thi
final leg aof the season m

-

Paris for thern to retain thelr
core status after their relega
tion rvals, Wales and Japan
failed togo past the pool stag
55,

Eenya beat Wales 26-21 in
the preliminary round tie and
consequent by qualified for the
gquarterfinalz-for the first
tame that season-as.Japan bedl
=21 o Seothandd

The feat saw Shujaa finish
13 hon thae log with 37 paanis,
s1x ahead of Wale with Japan

redieEnted] (270,

Hioweesver, Siajaa's tribula
tsons last season were sell
infficted as the dsagreement
Betwern the Eenva Rughy
Uniion amd senbor players over
contraciual isswes coupded by
[roOr presesson, nearty cost
Kenya its core status

Thee absence aff seoomd all
time top try scorers Collins
Imjera, Andrew Amonde, Mel
won Oyon, Wilham Ambaka,
Hilly Oolhiambo and Samuel
Dlnch weas gy Tl as U
tearn was invohead inthe rel
egation doefeht throgsh-out
the sepson.

And e as many criticised
the union for seiting up
Muorunes to fail. the tactician
has comeouf to paytribute to
s wouthful sguad led by
lohnstone Olindi, Yincent
Onvala TECE) and Damel

Tagku (Mwamba) for sav

inE him blushes,

“Considering that
mst of the sen

3 F ||i:':-,'|_'--

hind sy

cotted

the

call

kx

Paul Murunga's record
in 2018/19 world
Sevens Series

B Cheerall posslibon: 38R

0 Polrts 37

% He replaced innoc ot Simiyu
el

U He v i ceechid By Paul
Feeney i 200

ups over comtractial 15508
with the uniom, | had no
option but o use Lhe young
siors who were available®
Murunga told Standard
-\."‘;j':l.l-"ll.'\.

“We were fighting for our
Itvies. But [T thank them
becaise they stood with me
and ensured we Tetain our
siatus in the ot despite all
the challenges we faced. 1
can't immagine how peoplhe
weoLild b treating ws, had we
bean redegated.”

He added: “These youig
sters were in a very tough
srhigition because they Had to
play most of the matches
without & proper pre-season
Tl EXPET TR

“Teams prepare for the
SETes 1N terms of pre-season
nred condit RIS aomiet hing
that we didn't do well."

“But the confidence they
had even when some senior
plargers thoug bt we mesdlied 2
bimckug in France toavokd red
egnthon, Hfted the team. With
ot plavers with such charae
ters and fighting spirit, may
B we cowdd have been mele
e,

Despite the arrival of
world cup-winning coach
Mew Zealander coach Paul
Feeney and the retum of sen
o planrers this seasomn, Shu
A have been blowing hot
and codd.

Kemya is currently 12th on
thie toble (35 poanis) wiath four
'.n‘a.:-\ I B0

Murray to play in French Open, if it’s held

funchy Murray has sald that he
wtild “definitely™ play in the
reschedulad French Open in
September, if it is ahle to take
place a5 planned.

The tefinis season has bien
shut doven due to the coronavi-
rus pandemie sinee kst month
and will mot resiume until mid-
July at the earliest,

Wimbledon has been cin-
celled and Roland Garros
organisers controversially
moved the French Open until
Septemiber 20-Octoher 4, start-

Ing justaweek after .

the end of the US
Open, from Its
vsuaEl start detein
May,

Tl defmitelyplay | s
on the day, ifit poes | ==
ahead,” former
world numbsr one
Mlirray todd CNBL

“I'm a bit skept-
cal whether it will. |
would Imagine tennls -8
wiolld be ong of the
Inst spaorts to

-

get back to narmality because

you've obviowsly got

. players, coaches and

teams coming from

all over the world
10 O Area,”™

{ "Id be surprised

¥ if they're back play

ing sport by Septem

ber time, but we'll

G,

Mlurray hadd been due

. o return fom & hip

injury at the

B Open last month,

The 32-year-old Scob had
considered retiring bafore sur
gery allowid him o make an
mitial comeback from injury
L=t wirar, winning his ficst ATP
tithe since 2007 In Antwerp Lt
October.

“T was tratnlig to pet ready
for that and that was going to
b i ] b, Tesies i i Tl
g pretiy strome,” Murray, cur-
rently ranked [289th in the
woorkd, said

[AFP]

s this the year that
will change the

way we play golf?

n 1562, OQueen Elizabeth 1T

dhectared the vear “anmnus

horribdlis®, o Latin phrse
meanig a horrible year,

This was after death by
suleide of her nephew, & lot of
bised padslicity on membiers of
thie Roasal Family s well isa
fire in the Windsor Castle.

Weare just into the second
quarter af the year 2020 and
as aresilt of all the suffering
arxl death coused by the
COVTD-M8 virns and the
changes inthe way we Hve, |
am ready touse the phmse

Wheen the Keryan govern-
mvient took the bold step to
cancel ol internatiomnal
avenits on Friday March 6.6
week bafore the staging of
the Migical Kemya Open,
pnny iy have seen i as on
overrencton.

When the first caseof &
patient suffermg from the
diresded vines, the very ned
wesk Was armoumneed, some
number crumchers did some
rniietling and predicted that
we would have thousands of
cises i Keryga by the end of
thie first month.

By God'sgrace and as &
resulf of the quick action tak:
en by the Ministry of Health,
we are niovwhere nivar whist
husl b predicted

Twoweeks agn, the USGA
anmaonineed that the US Oper,
that was initally scheduled
po take plece between June
1821, will menw b plarved
from September 17-300 A
wirek Later, the Byder Cup s
seheduled to be hald.

The only downside to play-
ing these towmaments this
year is that they will be
plarged without spectators,
World number aone godfer,
Rory Mcliroy, 1s not all too
ple e aboat playing with
ot specisior

“A Rycher Cup without fans,
it's not a Ryder Cup” he saidl.

IF it were up to Mellroy and
sormeof the other players, It
wold probably be botter if
thie toairmEmment was played
in 2021, T that would suarmm
tee e presence of specta-
ors,

1, howamyer, wonder H itk
asking for too much for
things to retwrn bo ndormal
after just ane year. Will we
g the same kg of erowedls
fior the Ryder Cup orany oth
er golf tourmarment after ong
vear?

1 am not a behaviowral

expert ami | cannot claim to
kervow b pecgile will react
but after going through the
lockodiorwris amd after getting
used to secial distancing, we
re bound o continue avoid
irq.l; crowdsl areas fora |||:|:.':_
LT B Come,

| personadly would prefer
to weatch iton TV wath a few
friends; unless af course 1 am
imdted to referee

The PGA European Tiour
are lookhng to returm to
nction with the British Mas
ters thit is schadaled for July
300 August 2 The Us PGA
Championship is set for the
wieek after; August 69,

Would vee be able to pull
off the Magical Eenya Open
2020 from August 13167 If
this were tohappen, it would
probably be the best indica-
tion of a return to normaley;
whatever it will be after the
dreaded COVID-19 i sveniu-
ally put wniler control,

There is absolutedy mo way
this year can be described in
iy other way other than
wrimis horribdis, bat should
wie b able Bohost the Mo
il Kemyen Open in Aognoss, it
will b the best way o start
poing back to normal in as fr
s potf s conoermed,

Withlive TV covermge in
milbBons of homes all over the
world, it will also be the best
whay b shoiwense the opeing
gy of Kenya after months of
chosume.

Ewern with the expeerts
warning us that we are nol
ouif of the woods vet, lam
[‘h-;:-l_:-s.lzl:.'_[l,'l ML Oy AT
wimrld post the COVID-18 pxin-
demice

A Magical Kenya (pen,
with arwithout spectators,
s long s 10 ks televised Bive,
will takie some of the sting
ot of what has otherwise
besen & seemne from & night
[Tk,

P ol &5 the General]
Meragrer of Kemaa Open Golf
Livired

Nerthern Ireland's Rory Mclinoy
plays a chip shot during the first
round of the Australiam Open. [«
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Kenyans mourn former
Commonwealth Gan_les
bronze medallist Maina

Eenya bondng family is mowrning
ther death of former Commomerenlth
and Afriea Games bantamweight
bronze medalist Douglas Maina

Dromnglas ' death was confirmed yes-
terchmy by nartbomal A00m record- hold
er Rose Tata Munya.

Do las his been urmeell. We took
him to Mathari Hospital last month
for checkup, His wife called me today
(Thursday ) morning to relay the sad
naws " Muya told Srandard Sports.

Effortz to reach Malna's wife for
comment were futile as her phone
chickn't o through

Maina's achievements

B w978 oege AD Arica Gamas in
Rlgis, Aigein
1978 i Cornmorramalk b Games in
Edmarton, Canada
Combess it mational esagus for Kemya
Dwfence Forces
Started his career at Bangladesh
Boing (b In Kariobang undor Late
et B Papa’ Mus

Maina was a product of the late
coach Fddhe Papa’ Musi of Karioban
g, famously known as Bangladesh
Beovxing Cluh,

He contested mational leagee for
the Kenyas Defence Forces (KDF)
where he was spotted and picked to
join natbonal tepm, the Hit Squad’

Muya, who is also the Heroes and
Herinies Mationad Sports Coordina
tor, was with Maina in the Team Ken
va for the 1978 All Africa Games In
Algiers and the Commonwealth
Games in Edmonton Canada

Maing, who was known for his
snapping deadly right punch, won
broree medals i the two champion
SHipes.

“Hie wag a gifted hoxer, He did well
inintermational tournaments as well
as the leagee” Kenya Professional
Booding Commuission { KPEC) Presicdent
Reuben MNdolo sabd,

After hanging his gloves, Maino
trained as & miearee and presided over
international bonts in South Africa,
Zambia, Malawi and across Africa

Meanwhile, KPBEC has postponed

Kenya's fiyweight baxing champion
Douglas Malna in ¥TR, [F o

its Commuonwealth and Africa title
fihiz to Aupgust dee to the ongoing
COFOMEVITILS pandemic.

Among pugilists who are bracing
for belts in thelr ctegories at the
coming event are Sarah Achieng
{Tirhtwelght, Commaoansealth), Mor
ris Ckola (heayy, ABLT) and Mwangi
Makaveli (light, ABU),

Makavedi is currently stepping up
training in Duhsl alongside former
Wiorld Boxing Coumnetl wiosmen Super
Bantamweight champion Fatuma
Zarika

“Fartka will curtatn-raise the con-
test ahead of her third fight tith with
Yemileth ‘Yeiml® Mercado of Mexien
lafer in the year," said Ndolo. [Odhieng
Oyugi]
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Athletics

Diamond League postpones
Eugene, Paris meetings

The Mamond League yestondin suspend-
e @ fiirther two meetings In June as it con-
tinaes toadapt the 2020 season calendar in
the Bace af the coronmvings crisis,

[n recent weeks, the Wanda Diamond
Laragzine b e forced to sispond 8 mim-
bizr of §ts enrdy-season meefings as a result
af headth and bogistical concerns brought
about by the global coronavins crisis.

Yestorday the series annodinoed the puost
ponement of further meetings In Evgene
(scheduled fior June T and Paris (Choane 130

As with previous suspensions, this deci-
siomwas reached inclose consultation with
gl relevant parties and based on concerns
over athiete safety as well as widesproad
travel restrictions which rmake it impossible
b stage the competithons as planned,

The Bislett Games dso announced plans
to host an alternative athletics competition,
im exhibition event dubbed The Impossible
Garmes', om June 10, the original date of this
widr's Oado Diamond League meeting.

The concept will see a mumber of wiorld
class athletes fake part in & one-aif show
piece event in full chaervation of Norwayv's
coronmvines regelatbons and social dlstame-
irg miles,

The programme 5 currently set to
inchede 8 world recornd attempt from Nor
weian hurdies star Karsten Warholm and

a long-distance pole vault battle between
winrld record holder Mondo Dupdantis and
mecond Mhamond Leajmue Champlon Renaud
Lavillenis,

Organisers were nonetheless keen to
atress thst the fill programme i wed o be
confirmed and subject to changes,

The hotr-long event will be shown lve by
Norvway's public broadeaster NRE, and will

“We are delighted to support
the event by releasing the
funds World Athletics makes
to each Diamond League
event but with one caveat,
which 1s that the entire
amount we are contributing
goes to prize money for the
athletes competing.”

Warld Athletics president Sebastian Coe

be partly financed by the NMorwegian
Matloral Athetes Assocknbion and World
Athlaties,

“This prormises tobe another great nizht
of athletics,” said YWiorld Athleties president
Sehastion Coe [World Athletics]

Baskethall. The Zetech University signing is upbeat of winning the premier league title

Why Obungaremains
focused onwinning titles

In 2011, shee sbgmed for NYTA Shimba
where she played for one season. She
later earned her first call up to the

enjoving ourselves in h
Uganda until welostta, 0
Fgypt in the final. We

Zetech Univer-
sity's Debora
Obunga. [ knan
Cryargo, Standard]

-*—r- e

The 30-year-old point guard Born and raised in Kisumy, the first
relishes guiding Kenya to Fp.nré_m:lr- thought ofwere nethall and
Afro-basketball champ votball
title I onstip “I played methall and football while
' ot Arina Primary Schood, These were
the st common sports at that timea™
By Washington Onyango shasnid,

amangowashingtondi@gmallicom

Mo rmatter the hardehips, losses and
beartiches Debra Oburga has suffered
ini life, she has never thought of quit
ting.

The Zetech University new signing
belbeves she still has more to affer to
th Kemya national women's baskethall
team, ning years after making her
rational depat,

She has an emnable determination
mnd foce only longed for by many,

“T'have never thought of giving up! |
grew up being told by my seniors to
always work hard and to keep pushing
oy limibits,” said the former BPA guand.

She sivs her goal is 1o use her 12
vears of experience to help her new
found home, Zetech, win the Kenya
Basketball Federation (KEF) Premier
Leagnie title.

"Wathing beats the feeling of win-
ning the premier league tithe. It would
be &n honor to win my second premier
league tithe, now with Zetech,” she said,

The 30-year-old wan the premier
heagae tithiwith Kera Ports Authority
(KPA) i 2003 and the ssomen's Division

Cme title durmg her first stink with
fetech, in 2015,

It was not until she boined Klsomu
Giris High School in 2004 that her love
for basket hall was born and blossarmed.

“When | joined highschool, | decided
to try my hand in bazkethall. [ had
plsved nethall before 5o, T told mysel
that this vwould be an easy tesh™ she
sabd,

Obunga represented Kisumu Girdsin
the secondary school games, whore
they exited the championships at the
regional keved,

Fven though she wis a rising starin
bias ket balll, Olbwmga adso fooused on niet-
ball where she guided her school to the
national school games on several ool
SHIMS

“With basketball, we dic not qualify
for the national games. Bot for netiall,
we represent Myaneza several times
bt woen 2004 and 2008, she said.

For Dounga, however, she dieaded to
i on aiie spart after sitting for her
Form Four exams, $he quibt nethall and
picked upwith basketball

Ehie was called up to the nathonal
under-18 basketball team, a feat that
aaw her attract suitors from the pre-
mber lempue before eventually signing
for Kenya College of Accountancy
(RCA} University.

rid bomal Tesam.

But was joining KM in 2013 that saw
hier win her first tithe after halping the
sl [Eft the winmen's premier leagoe
tithe.

Haor srint with KEPA Bastied for one sea-
cor, She then switched her lovalty 1o
Eagle Wings in 201 before proceeding
tomin Zetech University in 2015 whene
shiwas instrumental in the team's pro-
ribgetcn b0 thee premnder liague afterwin-
nbreg the Divison One title in 2017,

Debra Atieno Obunga

B Ape- 10 years

B ition-Point Guand

B Cumnt Cub-Zptech University

B Achivermens

B EBF Womens Peemier League
champion 2010

B EBF Wernen's [hviion One cRamplon
ik

She then returned to KPA in 2018,
played for two seasons before refurm-
ing to Detech Universty this year,

She picks last vear as her best
mament with the matioml teem whene
K nareoely missed the All Africa
Games solitary ticket after losing to
Egypt in the final

“We vwere having a good game and

were Almost there but we: _
werpurﬂul;hr.'ﬂ:eﬂ: .-- i

Obungn has, bﬂ% -
promised to come
stronger especially Iﬂm
in both the Afro Ha
championships in Dakar (with the
national team) and the premier
leapue title (with KPAL

“My goal is to return stronger
bwath for the ciuly and nathonial tesm.
1 am not ghving up vet on winning a
chompionship with the national
team,” she said.

We reached the final last wear
and besrnt our lessons. Tbeljeve
with goil prepar: }
SUPPOTT, W can wi
]‘:E’!jl'ﬂ.“ P

E'h“ﬂ.!:lﬂ.. WM *N
nastbok] teEmrmate Hil
sh. After shie's dio et play
imﬂm wmld it e & f
and possibly, anational team

Anid to upeoming players who wish
o pay for the women's natioral temm,
shie emphasises on hard work, self
beliaf and God

“¥ou first need to i God, Balieve in
yourself because the responsthility of
playing for the natlonal team comes
with the burden of representing all
Kenyans. Hand work and discipline
folloers and step by step, you
will get there,” she sad.

1
- 8 -

COECTL,
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Kenyan Premier League. Authorities should consider cluster testing. camping and hosting matches in neutral venues

Lockdown: Best timeto
showcase our Premier League

Hezbon
Mogambi

Ministry of Sports has inftiated

& process o cushion feptballers
ira thie vk of Covied- B as seen b6
call for officiad contnct information
of focthalters playing in Key Kenyan
leages, While it is not yet cear
whether the players will get money
transfers or food packages- thi
v by the Ministry & timely
especially bearing in mind the
financial struggles most foothall
il hove been throwgh in recent
tire< The ministry hiwever, can
domaore than just handing fish to
the sector. While the fish is o wel-
came ridbef to thousands of players,
rmarey e of o bored, unfit and
itching to get ek to whot they Tow
most, Alitthe suppaort from the goy-
ermment can fecilitate a smooth
completion of the remaining fix-
tures especialy in the Eervsan Pre-
rber Leagone caring this partial
lockeiown,

In the begmming of April, Presi
dent Uhieru gave out ShlOCmithon
to artists to entertain Kenyans dur-
b thetat toug b i bmes through TV,
Radfio nnd [ntermet - somme artists
have done well sinoe the announce
ment. The source of the funds was
the Sport, Arts and Social Develop-
riveit Puind. Nobody can deny that
sports and foothall in particelarisa
source of premium enferiaimment
for millions of Kenyans.

With a TV produc-
[ L e T
anda
hroad

E n & commendable move, the

et partner already, the Keryan
Premnier Lengie has an opportunity
to reach milons of Eenyans durmng
this perriod af stayving at home and
l.-.'i1_|'||:ru! l;|'|l3' I_|\.|,.|.'|': {'||||'.|'r|:-1'i!i.1||'| from
other alernative leagues acnass the
wirld. Both the corporate CEO and
marketing guru wha have been
regding about the league off the
sponsorship proposals and newspa-
P mvi are at Borme and hirnve an
pppartunity o watch and evaluate
the potential returm on imestment
of ol gl £t ke buginess wene
thay to invest in it

Coronavines 15 dangerous. and
anyme who downplays it does soat
thetr ofwm perril, Bt being a vimas, 1
E'\_-.il r|3:|]il_!.- Ih.:11 I_h{' W|:|r||_| h.|i|'||]'u.
moved on to learn howe to ive with
and thrive - at least till a vaccme 15
discovered. While foothall is a can
tact sport and poes against the gos-
pid of 2ocial distancng - cluster
testing and disciplined self-iso-
lation through camping of
Fremier league players
and such key stake-
haolders i refer-

minimize
chanc-

‘s Sunday Sebastine
{left) and JohnKago of Ulinzi
Stars during thelr KPL match
af Kemyatta Stadium,
Machakeos, on February 24,
[Homah Onyangn, Standsrd]

o5 of infection, Reswrming closed
dipar games can serve triple fume
thons of imtroducing the game to
iasses AcToss Ky -t of
whom Fawe staved away from the
game, resuscitating the hospltality
industry as well 05 giving premium
entertainment to Kenyans in these
gloommy times,

The players and the key stake
halders nesded to pull closed door
garmes will be less than 700 in num
ber. With universities and major
hotels closed, affordable acoormmo-
datlon arrangements cun be made.
With camping,
three mmes
T wWesk
15 i touigh
ot ok
an
1BTT [ -
silfe
srhued-

udie o pull through for elubs- which
s fat the remaining fxures
will be done in slightly overa
mdmith’s L,

With our limited infrastructure
that has seen us beice awarded and
twee denbed opportunit ies to host
CHAN mugdled with near empiy
LEmis |_||:|:'||'|J.;1r|:'|:|:"'|'|:""-:_ N DEs Can
solidly claim home advantage if
they ploved home matches aeray
from home. With a sizeable number
of Premier league clubs coming
{rom MNarobd and the Western
resrioms of Kenya, clustering thess
teams into two o ensuring chubs
within these locations face each for
thEr rmmiining fxtures first con
||._~:5||_||;'{' I_i'k: 1_:|‘.|'.'|": .||'||:| :!||_'|._‘\-:_'“||:||:|q.'v|_!;|-
o Costs.

Ruaraka and Kasarani stadium
can serveas neuiral game venues to
e mosEment and mainne
om prochiction logistics for Mairobi-
hased clubs with Kisurma or Bakes-

mega for western based teams
Ulinzi, 2o Kericho and

Bandari can join elither the
western or Miairobl clusters,
Mew Schedules can be
planned in sich o way
that allows maximum
number of games to ba
televised or streamed
online to entertain Ken-
VAT,
Conricl=19 has left many sec
tors re-evaluating and
reflecting on thetr models
of dping husiness, Even as
we seal solutions to the
election impasse at the
federation may this pan-
ehermibe and the government
intervention to cushion foot-
balers, bea challenge (o
Tootball stakeholderson the
need to grow the spart 5o
that the issue at hand
oould hanve baan how
mmiech is Keman football
giving towards combating
covid-18 as is the ease
other counires
Hexzhon isa freelance

Sports TV produverdivec

Tor

hezbond@gmailoom

Bundesliga secures deals with broadcasters

The Bumdieslipga has sscured
agreemients with rights holder
sy aned all bub ome broadcaster
fior payments for the rest of the
205 202D seas on that will help
ki cAuibs afloat amid the coro-
niavirus pandemie, German
Foathall League (DFLY CREO
Christinn Seifert yestorday,

The Bundesliga has been
auspended since mid-March

dhiae 1o v otithireak of the new
coroains, which has infeced
meore than 148,000 and killed
e 5000 peogle in Germany.
Arestart is expécted some time
i My el it 1% g b0 thi gov-
errenent togive the green light

"I we shoukd start on May 8,
v are meady. IF it is later wewill
be ready again,” Sedert sasd,
adding that the deal with

broadeastors mude aime clighs
wiuld have enough lguidity
umt il June 30 and once the sea
son gof under way Should the
gpason be abandoned they
Wi bl here b0 e ik o of
the nrmaount, he said,

“For us what is decisive |5
what the politicians will decide.
It Is not for us to decide when,”
Leifert said on a potential

restir date

Germany has the &fth high
est COVTD-19 caseload behind
the United States, Spain, aky
and Franoe, but has kept fatali
thies dhowen thanks to early and
Entersive test e,

Regional leaders in Bavaria
amd Morth Bhine Westphalin
caid this week 1 was possibde
fior the league to resume with-

oull spectators alter May 9 and
under strict bealth and safety
cond It inas.

The Leagaie has winrmed ithind
many dubs in the first and sec
ond divisions (aced an wncer-
tainfimancial fopuee and several
would be in an “existence
threatening™ situation i play
cid meod resume by June.

[Reuters]
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FKF Elections

al of Cecafa. | lonah Onyango ]

Ex- Cecafa
Secretary
Musonye
opens upon
FKF polls bid

Former Council for East and Central
firica Football Assoctatlons (Cecalfa) Gen
erl Secretary Nichols Musomve admits he
1= welgding up prospects whether o con
test for the Foothall Kenya Federntion
(FKF) presidency in the stalled elections,

This is after a section of former foothall-
ers urpged Musompe, who recently stepped
tlevam s the regional bodhr's boss after bwo
decades in charge, tovie for the top seat,

In an interview with Standard Sports
visterday, the 55-year-old former sports
arnalist-tumed football administrator
|,'|r|,||n:!|j-:_'||:||_'j:-'l-'H]"' SUpm Mo Sam Nyaamwmia
in the mee o replace Nick Mwendwa,

“People have the right to propose who
they want to propose, but 1 will make the
decsnn at the rnght time when the ensiron
ment ks conducive for everybody. Rlght
nival, we are dealing with coromavings as a
country, Foothall poitics will be dismussed
at the most appropriate tme, and that will
b when we are done with this mess. You
ot rumn for a post when peoplhe are dying
or are in danger,” said Musorye,

“But it's somathing that [ can consider
arcd Twilll past into perspective the propaosals
from the stakeholders, Ive read what peo
plie hanve sald and [ will come up with my
clear position af the appropriate time. The
miost important thing right now is to sup
port the government n the fight against
Covid-18. S0 that even i 1 become the FEF
presidomt [will sl have players. T don't
waanit to be a president without people to
leed.

He sdded: “We are praying and hoping
that normaley will refurn soon 5o that we
can start talking about foothall politics. |
can't talk about foothall poliics nowwhen
peopie are in danger. | want to follow the
povernmient's dimectne.”

Azked 1f e will shelve his initial ambi
thons to vie for the 2022 Kakamega guber-
natorial seat, Musonye categorically siid:
“When | take o position [ stick to it. But
there B no relationship between the Baka-
mieia governorship race anc FEF presi
dency, The povernorships elections Is in
b t‘i;.:,h

[Rodgers Eshitami]

. m

FKF elections crisis

B The exercise has twice bean
rul Efied bry the Sports Disputes
Tribunal atter FKF was found to hawe
inserted a clause in ks Electoral Code
202 that ensured most the incum-
bents returned unopposed. FEF also
ran foul of Afa's Standard Electormal
Coda,
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Stakeholders want Fifato
constitutea
Mormalisation
Committee to save
Hammbee Stars.

By Bobin Toskin

rmkinggstandardmesia e

Eifa should eonstitute a Nor-
malisation Committes immedi-
ately to save Kenva from being
efected from the 2022 Wordd Cug
quilifvers alter Football Kerya
Federation (FEF) defaulted in
paying former coach Adel
Ammouchs Shl0EmElon artdtmal
award, former AFC Leopards
chairman Alex ale Magelo has
aakd

Isp calling for FKF NECs
immediabée departure was
Bandar FC Board of Trustees
member Twaha Mbarak, who
saicl Hasambaoe Stars plavers will
pay with their dreams of playing
et the World Cup for individuals®
misiakes,

The two leaders were reacting
fo the imminent removal of Har-
armeee Siars from the Oatar 2023
Waorld Cup qualifiers after fatling
o meet the deadline yestemlay:

Standard Sports has learnt
that on April 20 FKF, citing the
COVIMR-18 pandemic, asked Fifa
for more Hime to comply with
Court of Arbttration for Sport's
directive to pay Ammsche,

Maggelo, who 15 also o former
Mairohi Coumty Assembly speak-
er said Myencwa acted unilater
alby amd ended up mMUSMaNaEINE
Ammiache’s case, which has left
Hararmiew Stars on the vergpe of
exiting 2022 Fifa World Cup
quakifiers without kicking a ball

"What Nick should do, with
immediate offect, is to pack,
handover 0 a Normalisation
Committes and go,” Magekn said,

He added: “Nick never
invalved the stakeholders over
Aded Amrouche’s Esue. When |
isked him to call stakeholders so
that we deliberate on what todo
with Armrouche and approgcing
povernment ina mone dignified
mannet, ke went playing around
giving the government wltimg-
tums and threatening Kenyans
that oh, we are going fo be

NEC shou

FKF crisis. Federation has pleaded with Fifa again for more time

Why Mwendwa, FKF
ld packand go

Harmambee Stars phayers Vichor Waryama and Michael Clunga when the
team amrived from Egypt on Novernber 16 last year. [FF Meda)

throwmn out of the World Cup,”
“Kicking Harambse Stars out
of the Fifa Workd Cup is hard to
contemplate, given It an indi
vidual's misoake. Notwithstand-
ing that Fifa officer Veron
Mosengo-Omba errored in his
jadgment to insist that Mick
stays in office despite the Trilw-
nal’s ruling that his term was
over, we respect Fifa all the same.
“Fifn shoold reciprocate and
immedintely appomt a normali

sation Committee comprising

nmeenand women of integrity and
crodible in the mankgement of
foathall in this countre™

Twsaha said football is a peo

“Hicking Harambee
Stars out the Fifa
World Cup 15 hard
to contemplate.

We kindly request
that Fifa appoints
a Normalization
committee
comprising men and
women of 1ntegrity
to right the wrongs
committed by FKF."

Alex ole Magelo, former AFC
Leopards chalirrman

ples’ game yet, unfortunately,
Kemya finds itsedf in a precarious
postion because of the actions of
fir i nchal.

*“We demand that Nick
Mwendwn and his executive,
wihich the Sports Disputes Trikx-
mal confirmed thetr term of office
has endisd should handover the
|z'|:-'.riI:|.|r||_||'| [io & Nl}r'l‘-:l.lfi.i.'lrull'u
Commitiee, The nathonal foothall
team carries the hopes and aspi-
rathons af a country. Therefore,
thie Kenyan government should
consult, & a matter of Urgency,
with Fila to ensure Harambes
Star are not thrown out,* Teaha
sabl,

“The mannér in which they
hemndled Amrouche™ case deme
onstrabes wiy Ly Were wWrong
the people ot the federation in
thie first place. The government,
through the Sports Ministry
should mowve to secure § he-
bt o nal foothall team's space i
the 20222 Fifa World Cup qualifi-
ars,” Twaha said.

FKF violations against the Sports Act 2013, Sports
Registrar's Regulations, the FIFA Statutes and the FIFA
standard Electoral Code
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As the corona pandem - CC ntinues to spread its tentacles
despite hard-hitting restrictions®hat started out looking
like a disease in a faraway land has now established a
stranglehold in your neighbourhood, P12-13
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Brghter Days -!-'rﬂgnclrmumnthmangﬂm mmﬁlmmmm BIm OF F m
Sauti Sol arrive in a classic anything eise. It taiks about
. l:fﬂ *SowetoGospelChot iy music aquipment ntoasticke s s thattetml (IIIII THE FANTABULOUS
atde Scrooch/(fentse Mwase where they are joined by the Sowetans.  humans, thlnn

pirs I T T e EMANCIPATION OF ONE

o b The studio allows for lighting, smoke urEm-ithmswmmmmul mm’

it machines, wide and clase-up angles muammmwmﬂ
= e ] ﬁmm‘fﬁ #hthl:!.hndm_ ng N‘FIHI'F_I m tmﬂ Cast: Margot Robbée, Roshe chamacter. Ewan McGregor has
s is @ production with great m"‘!""ﬂ mﬁ o I'ul ‘fﬂﬁ . Perez, Mary Elizabeth Winstead, some amusing one-liners, it is
indoor shats that captude rehearsals with the chair w‘,ﬁ-’ ufﬁ“ Al Wong, Bojana Novakowic,  extremely fun, action-packed
intimate moments. warmth, The song is super timely for the eurrent 3 dﬁ" Charlene Amoia, Chris Messina,  and hilarious. Think KIll BIIl or

Dana Lee, David Blanchi, David
Ury, Derek Wilson, Dominic
Pace, Ella Jay Basco

Director: Cathy Yan

Genre: Action, Atventurne,
Crime

Rating: 610

irds of Ipdﬁu a mL;:tddl
ol to Harley hers
as only Harley can tell it
‘When Gotham's most
nefariously narcissist ic villain,
Raman Skonis, and his zealous
right-hand, Zsasz, put a target
ona young girfl named Cass, the
city s turned upside down
kecking for her, Harley Quinn
teams up with superherces
Black Canary, Huntress and
Renee Momtoya to rescue the

girl.

Thumbs wp:

Pretty much sveryone 5 chaotic
evil, including the main

his wear, all of &pril 15

420, and the cannabils

community had big

phans to blaze up togeth
er all month long. Marljuana's high
hollday arrived on Monday, and in a
wok ld without coranavirus, milllons
would have gathered for a massive
smoke-out. Instead, the stay-at-
home orders hald, reducing It o an
online replica,

However, that did not deter the
community, including our favourlte
celebrities who took their 4/20
festivities online to mark the rise of
legalisation and celebrate the
cannabls culture. There were
heaps of Zoom hangouts and
virtual smoking sesslons to
choose from. Wiz Khalifa, Snoop
Dogg and Cypress Hill were among

the thousands who jolned the
livestreamed D) set and smoke-in
seshe for the release of Dr Dre's
seminal debut album, The Chromi
lim Jones, hosted Zoom smoke-
outs, and was Joined by comedian
and acter Kevin Hart and ladakiss,
120 the movie also debuted on
&/ 20, naturally, The film, made on a
micro-budget and shot on Vimeo,
weaves Intersecting storylines
around a local cannabis dispensary.
This year, the perennial stoner
holiday had even greater slgnifi-
cance seging as the year s 2020,
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E-1ix: Exveflent

*John Wick -meets-TDeadpool’.
What makes the film enjoyable
Is it tells a Gotham story
without haing to tell the
Gotham story.

Thumbs down:

While Margot Robbie is a good
Harley Quinn, the character was
niot given enowgh ant. Fromthe
tithe, this filmis abit of amess.
it uses narrative and disjointed
clipes of film to attempt to put
the story in place and time.
Harley Quinn was quirky in
*Sulcide Squad’. She was odd,
out there, and on the edge of
crazy. This filmwas essentially
supposed to ghve us the
backstory of Ms Quinn. It was
also a way to introduce other
chamcters, the Birds of Prey. It
fails at both.

Verdict:

Thisls not a 10, but certainky
roWnene Near a 1.

B The varwy engresed i S
Dl arE [hr 61 D erine
anal el mecr ity e o
Pruil s i i v,

Published by | The Standard Groug Pio: Editordn-Chief | Gdhiong Rapuro Managing Editor | Denis Galaqn: Revise Edidor: Foerdinand Mwongalae Editor v b ena

Writers | Tory Mochama, Rose Kecmboks, Miaia Mwaghasha, Solomon Hoka, Pong Wanbuegl, Fred BEagoenye, Tracy Gesane, Esther Muchaena, Ahadll Warmbiul| Boniface WEics Weinis
Croative Designer | Fred bonds | Photography | Edesrd Bigplinro, Fel Kevwi, Davd Gichune llestrator | Hamison bluroki
E-rmall | pidsadis ancardmacia o b 'l'l'ﬁ}cﬁl“l n ey mhanclaroimseckn o0 kil
AV corrpsrvirichayvices I Ddss e Sk Io e alevickin! for padl .':.1'.. W Vi Srrakedi fo fedpartopiet B fof cfdoncaed mariumoryiee | o Te WES (T RO
AR nighit on putslcalan M melh B pubdafer
f L@
. | -

v Acting Edior | W

rimu Myinge: Sub-Editor | Pedor Nooia
Makons Man ager Prind Crastive | Dan W

L



FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2020 The Standard

SPOT

International singer KIMANI, formerly Victoria Kimani, is one of the
most skilful exports from the 254, and with the build-up to her
third studio album ‘Afreaka’, which drops today, the aesthete
found time to chat with ALFAYO ONYANGO about the album, her
bittersweet relationship with Kenya, her love life and more

utse: Heading into your third stuedio
album, what doas it feel like?
Kimani: It's surreal, a little numb
because pulling this one together was
extremely rough. Last year, | recorded two albums,
this is the first of the two to be released. It also
feals lke an extrame advancament in tarms of my
sound and how ['ve evolved.

F: What can we axpect from VTl The
currpecps oyf arsd A F i "

K: Afreaka IS a joint album with eplc plati-
num-selling praducer 187, originally from Liberia,
Post Malona, Arlana Grande, Migos, 21 Savage, lEgy
Aralea just to name a few. 50 from a production
standpoint, it provides a departure from your typ-
ical Afro-pop sound Into a 'wave that | didn't know
existed untll we finally collaborated; it's a global
vibe and | am way more sy with my song writing
as well, 1t's just different. You can haar the growth

F: With a vast racorgd | 5 WNal
inspired plcking Boutross, Ferre Gola and FEI 13T

K: | wanted the project to be simple; all about
the music, not a fame game or an overthought for
ackditional hype, This time we selected exactly who
would provide what the project was missing musl-
cally on its own. Boutross' flow IS unmatched on
the song we have together, called Kurmd Kyl and
Ferre Gola provides the perfect Fmncophone touch
with a litthe extra soul in his delivery In the tithe
track, Afreaka,

I T -
I codldanaration

F: Yoursample game has always beenon f 5
it important to you to pay homage to your insplr
grs, or what's that about

K: It's very Important to pay homage yes, but
I've always been fascinated with the Reflx /Remix
and Mixtape/Free Riddim culture. Samea songs
need to never die, which ik a traln of thought that
most great artistes have

F: How dig it f'eel 1o be plcEed o be The
ymbassador of Maybeline, an international bea
tv lina?

E: It was great, Makeup I something that has
always bean apart of my life, 5o to work alongside
a brand l&ke Maybelline taught me a lot, Moving
aroundwith them durkng Fashlon week InNew York

Wils also extremely memaorabie

' HOWw 00 o m
style and Imaga?

E: At the core of everything deep down is the kid
- me sitting In my closet cutting up fabrics and
guing things that don't belong together, drawing
full outfits on paper cut-out models, envisioning
and sometimes creating the fashlon items that |
don't have. Also, | get bared with kooks quickly, al
most as soon as | have tried It ance (gigales) so
that's my happy place; creating new vibes

anage tostay so fresh with your

P Yot entrepreneurism 5 anoiher overloosed
aspect. How hawve Kimani Couture

braids worked out so far?

and Kimani

Pulse Magazine 3

K: 5o far, so great! Anyone who knows me Knows
that | love halr, and bralds are just another way
that | get to expariment with unigue styles. Wa've
already sold cut on our first shipment and onta our
second ane since aur launch took place In anuary.

F: Talk about changing your nama fram
Victoria Kimanl to Just Kimanl

K: More ke a decolonlsation
af iy name,

P s Kimanl
looking to setthe
0w 000N mn
her lowe life 7

E: Yep!
A5 Soon
A5 oL
et hera
man:

voCal about
undervaluing a
Kenyan artistes and
thelr efforts: what is vaur
current stand 7

E: Weall, I'm not sure to be
honest. | stopped conoeming
rysell with what wasn't golng
right and started focusing on wiat
i5, 50 I'm sort of In my own world
living In my bubble = but | think it"s
clear with my lack of Involvement in
all festivals. Maybe it's not as notlce-
able when I'm out of the country dolng
the sama thing that | don't really get to do &8

at home. Same ol Lupita story, right? v .
P: Do you feel lke you have anythingto
prove 5o far In your career as a musiclang L

K: If | do, It's a point = or saveral - to Biove
to mysealf

P: What do you want your legacy to Dt
K: Timeless music and art. Unapologethe
empowering views, and giving back ta
need.

Who's on Kimani's playlist right
now?

5 Thafreaka Album by Kimanl £ 15T
B Partynectdoor

® Al Lermax

® Saint Jhn

B Jheni &iko

& Total Reggae Mix | old school tunes |
u City Girls

B The Wesond
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oko s despicable and should be
condemned by all ight thinking
people.

That's the verdict, according
to Ezekiel Mutua, the CED of the Kenya Film
Classification Board (KFCB).

And no, an apology won't be enough = the
boys should pay a fine of Shi00,000 or face
a five-year jail term for their repeat offence.

“MNow listen guys, an apology won't Just
wash. You will have to face the full force of
the law as provided for in the Films and
Stage Plays Act Cap 222 of the Laws of
Kenya,” Dr Mutua wrote on his Facebook
page, adding that only the current Covid-19
situation has lessened the punishment.

According to Kenya's foremost moral cop,
whose mission on his Twitter biois to
‘protect children from exposure to harmful
content’, the popular group, made up of
Rekies, Swat, Zilla and Seska, is normalising
criminal acts in the pursult of making hits.

“Do these perverted producers have
children? How does a sane adult try to
normalise rape, prostitution or paedophilia
in the name of gengetone hits? The video
Soko by Ethic ks despicable immorality that
should be condemned by all right-thinking
people.” he tweeted earlier this week, adding
to his many tweets through the years
condemning the trending genre.

He then re-posted a video shared by
veteran producer Tedd Josiah expressing
disgust at gengetone producers and lyrics
that point to rape, waming them that
“mmcrchomia picha™ (you're making the
industry look bad) at a time when efforts are
being made to catch the eye of the govern-
ment.

All this happened hours before the
offending video was pulled down from

YouTube.

It's a famillar script for Ethic.

When they released Tarimbo in November
last year, there was so much heat regarding
the content of the song, which mamny felt
glorified rape, that the video was pulled
down. The group apologised.

*As Ethic Entertainment, we are truly
remorseful for any dolour caused by the
Iyrics to our single, and for every single
person that was triggered to a displeasing
memory or emotion by it, receive our sincere
apologies. Rest assured that no disre-
spect was intended,” the group said.

Despite this, the Wdeo is stll on
the group’s official YouTube page
and stands at 1.3 million views.

‘Pulse’ reached out to the
group’s management, Al Records
on Monday evening, an hour
before Ethic posted an apology.

*Thank you. [ am in
recelpt of your emall
and your com-
ments hawve
been noted,”

Mike Andrews,
the director at
Al Records
wrote back

tous. "The matter is under full discussion
with Ethic and we will res pond tomormow.”

On Tuesday, they did.

According to Mike, Ethic’s action (to go
ahead with the song) is contrary to their
contractual obligations.

“You must get the boys to get detalls
from tham and the producer, Motif,” ha
explained.

He went further to elaborate that when
Tarimbo got censure from Mutua, they held
discussions with the KFCB and agreed that

there was no place for "bad lyrics”™.
. “When they released the
v audio (Soko) some time back,
we advised them tochange the
Iyrics. We are also shocked that
they went ahead to do the
video without reference to us."
sald Mike, who explained that
Al Records primarily works on
the distributionof
music, not somuch
on production.
: =0 was the
" apology
released after
Tarimbo even
% sincere?
5 “That
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apology was meant. Sam (general manager)
and | agreed that bad hyrics are not con-
doned.” he said.

Ethic's latest apology, though different,
sounds familiar, too.

“We owe an apology to our fans who have
been nothing but supportive throughout our
journey.” the apology read, and went on to
explain the reason fior pulling down the video
and promising not to repost it.

“Over and above, we sincerely apologise
and we are working to release better music
content in the future.”

This was quite a climb-down from an
earfier response to people who questionad
the lyrics.

“People interpret hyrics however they alm
to. If that's what you interpreted it as from
listening to the lyrics, then you should
evaluate yourself,” was Ethic's initial
response to a tweet by @Bravinurl

That gengetone splits opinlon is not in
doubt. Whether Iit's the artistry, the lyrics,
the quality of the videos or the context,
many dismiss the genre —which has been
around since 2017 - as a passing cloud. But
there iz a group that dances to the music
every time it plays in clubs, with the artistes’
guick turnaround and use of popular phrases
to make mega hits striking a chord with fans.

Despite there being tens of gengetone
groups that pop up, Ethic has got quite the
bashing from Mutua and netizens. Thelr
lyrics, like those of many other groups like
thelrs, speak of smoking weed and having
e In ever-changing sheng, with X-rated
videos hammering the point home.

Yet, Ethic continues to grow in popularity.
Ithas 230,000-plus YouTube subscribers
and maore than 18,000 followers on Twitter.

The never-ending ethical question around gengetone

lyrics is back. This time, it’s over the latest video
from Ethic that Dr Ezekiel Mutua says normalises

crime, and as MKALA MWAGHESHA discovered, the
group’s management seems to concur
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PARTY SCENE

The party scene has quickly
adapted to travel restrictions,
curfews and lockdowns

across the world, and as PERIS
WAMBUGU shows, there are still
‘bashes’ to look forward to this

weekend
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taying at home maybe the new
normal, but we can thank celebri-
ties for keeping us entertained
through all this.

A few weeks into a world on lockdown and
It Is no longer news that they are using soclal
media platforms to keep their fans enter-
tained; anything from drapping scheduled al-
bums to the new usual, hodding concerts on-
line. & few online ‘battles’ have also been held.

The Cna Workd Concert, which took place
this past weekend, was one such event.
Dubbed Together At Home', the concert was
held to applaud our frontline health workers
who are doing their level best to help curb the
spread of the pandemic,

Lady Gaga, Deml Lovato, Bille Eilish were
some of tha notable names to perform at the
mich hyped concert.

Locally, Dis are brimging the party to your
doorstep by holding live sets that are avallable
on all platforms. Some of the Dls who have
been constant Indoing this since the pandem-
Ic broke gut are Stylez, Mfaime, and Créme De
LaCréme alongside a host of other household
Namaes,

Incase you are wandering what to do while
staying home, then tunlng In to some of thasa
free live shows Is the way to 2o.

KiMANI

A5 sultry songstress Victorla Kimanm pre-
pares to drop her much-anticipated album,
Afreako later today live on all platforms, she
gave her fans a tease of what to expect.

‘While |ive streaming during her &/20 con-
cert on Monday, she parformed some of tha
naw songs from her album.

Kimani, who is also the CEQ of her own halr-
line company Kimanl Luxury Brald, joins the
prowing list of artistes who have dropped thelr
albums online, including Nyashinskl, whose
performance and album launch was an exem-
plary success,

Sroop Dogg also did a llve st on Instagram
as he celebrated 4/20, while also thanking the
herolc frontline workers who have been work-
Ing tirelessly during the pandemic.

LINDSAY ELL
Country muslc lovers will have samething to

ook forward to on Sunday night. Canadlan
country music singer, songwriter and gultarist
Lindsay EN will be hosting a virtual Facebook
Live concert at Ypm. This Is to celebrate the
close of the Child Abuse Prevention Month,
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TWITCH

Amazan-owned Twitch, the world's leading
live streaming platform for gamers, will be hav-
Ing a free virtual musk festival tomorrow. Pop
bands like Hanson, Flora Cash and [sraell sing-
er Metta will be perfarming.

VIRTLIAL PROM NIGHT

The month of May will start on a high as
Southarn California students will be treated to
a virtual prom night an the first day of next
manth, IHeartMedia Los Angeles FM will be live
as the event goes down on YouTube. DJ sets
will feature those from Joe Jonas, Dilion and a
special guest appearance from Lauv, a cele-
brated Amerlcan singer and songwriter,

EVALONGORLIA AND LATIN MUSIC ST ARS

May 2 will zee Latinartistes team up for ac-
tress, entrepreneur and model Eva Longoria’s
virtual Cinco De Mayo celebration. The celebrma-
tlon will feature artkstes Lulks Fonsl, J Balvinand
Dianne Guerrera among other familiar faces.
The concert will stream Bve on Facebook Live,
YouTube, Twitch, Twitter, (Heart Latine radio
stations, as well as on other social media plat-
farms.
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'FASHION NEWS WITH PERIS WAMBLGU
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merican actress, singer, author and |
businesswoman Gwyneth Paltrow 1s
using fashion for good during this
trying time as we try to Natten the
icurve with regards to the Covid-19 pandembc.

The awand-winning lass told her sewesn
miition followers on Instagram that <he would
b avictioning the dress sha wore to the Oscars
i 2000, The funds ralsed will go towards
helping out with relef efforts following this
pandemic.

She joins the alFin challenge, an inltiathee
that provides food to those inneed. Paltrow
Joins the [lkes of Mad enna, Clara and Russa(l
Lo Q1B

Thie hand-beaded Calvin Klen dress started
off ata Shaz5, 000 bid and |5 set to goeven
higher with the auction ending in seven days.

be a tashion syrrebal. Wiell, look at us now in the middle
of this cormnavirus pandermic whete covering your face
Is mot anoptlon, Becoming a part of what we wear, it's
Impossibée to expect designers ta turn ablind eye
whim thiry sense opportunity. And they havel Masks
anenow & form of expression, as fate forces us to
redefing our style and Incorparate them in cur dally
MMMHWMM:-:HM
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Inesh Hema, It turns out, Is a man

afead of his time. Corona finally arrives

in Kenya on March, Thursday the 12th,

2020. 5o6n, schoals close, then pubs
and churchas, and other offices tell thelr staff to go
and “work from home..” Then a dusk-to-dawn curfew
s Imposed across the country - before the capital
city, "King's Landing’, s bocked to inter-county travel.

The Army of the Dead continues Its grim march
across the Earth, and on the big screen in his office,
Minesh Hema, watches the body count plle wp, first in
Haby, then in Spain, then now In the US4

He has never been curkous about travelling
anywhere In his [fe,

Ton't you ever want to go back toIndla and see
our Origins, Minesh?* his twin sister, Meana, once
asked hilm, on har once-evary-fhwe-years X-mas visits
ta Kenya, since she was golng to Mew Delhl in the New
Yaar

“I'weould love to go to Indla,” Minesh had startled
his skster; ..but anly If | can be back In time for dinner
here at home!”

BC- BEFORE CORONA: Minesh Hama had never
slept outside of their old Parklands bungalow, not
ance, since the day ha'd been born at nearby MP Shah
haspital,

AD - AFTER DISEASE: he thinks he'll mowe out,
maybe get married ? Maybe even to an African, [ke his
rather pretty PA Monica Kamute, and why ever not ?

His caste-lron mothar will say that It will kil her,
that he wants to drive her to the grave, But he knows
her. She is a vampire! She plans to Live Forever in that
rlckety ole bungalow In Parklands,

Meanwhile, he lives In spartan self-quarantine in
his office, sleeping on a mattress and duvet on the
thaar,

He orders thrae plzza perf peris with plenty of g
pili from Glove App dally at lenchtime - the masked
and armed security guard at the gate letting the
regular debivery dude in - and eats them at Tam, 1pm
and Tpm sharp dailly.

For drink, there's the hot water in the dispenser,
which he slowly slps, becausa it Is hot.

And he watches both the local and the Interna-
tional news obsasshvaly, getting no FAKE news from
outside, because he Is not on soclal media, or any
Whatsapp chat groups.

Corona, corona, Corona, Corona, corona, corona,
corond, carona, 2677365 Wall-to-Wall coverage of
Covid-19 across channels.

Minesh Hema also washes his hands manically,
sanitizes them obsessively, sees his shirt gatting

EXCLSE
ME. WHAT 1S
THE SITLATION S
WiTH CORONA
O
HECE,. ™

dirty, feels his underwear getting damp, and takes to
staying in his birthday suits - naked,

He has shed off vet another layer of germ-cling-
er, and after a few days In the nude, he no longer feals
codd,

“Weckinai wako wieko el = the peri perl delivery
dude complalns to the securlty guard, who just
shrugs.

a0 K Wit eororig tmefarneg a-chiE

Every three days, he does call his mother, and she
Is hllariousty hysterical. On the kst call, she started
screaming something about his asthma. “Soree maan,
aaee lav yoo lexin aaee gotta go, he cuts her off,
speaking in Hinglish (Hindl + English), and hangs up.

3:53am, Sunday, April Fth, 2020.

Minesh Hema has just woken up from a disturbed
dream where he was playing water polo In a swimming
poal, when a mad mermald grabbed his ankles,
dragging him into the water. Her features are wavy In
the water, hut the mermald pulling him down is
Monica, but Instead of legs. she has glowing green
firs.

*I'm drowning” he keeps trying to say, but his
wiards turm into bubbles as she yanks him deepar
under H 0.

Minesh wakes up with a tightness in his chest! He
reachas for the TV remote control and switches the
channel from some HOTdog eating contest on one
channal { these being the weird kind of *sports” that
can be dane at home) to BBC; and beglns a whesie
that turns into a tight throat squeeze. When he looks
up from his elbow, the TV casting strange phospho
rescent colours across his white office wall, channel
has self-swhched {on Reminder) to a movie called
Flight 192 oka Turbulence, with a cheesy song that
goes 'crazy inkove' and an actress called Racy Lactey
(who does look Nke she just retained the name from
former blue movies that feature racy lace and
lingarie}, and who ends up dead on a beach after
attempting to set up a married mogul for sexual
assault, unless he gives her a milllon dolars.

A cheap plat. A prolonged cough. hest pains,
Difflculty breathing. Oh no, no, no, Minesh, you cannot
be catching corona. Not after all the precautions you
have taken, This cannot be happening! But it Is.
Wheeze, wheeze, wheeze hecause It is 5o very difficult
to breathe. A severe asthma attack, not the Covid-19
that he feared, as he falls to the floor, alone, still
gripping his throat, at £:30 In the morning.

Smitta Bonus: "‘Self olation £ Other Covid Storke< will be out
on 'World Reader in the time of corona.
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WITH AWAL MOHAMMED

MJ slam-dunks in
‘The Last Dance’

na world without sparting
action, Ive performance
events, locked clubs and
now dusty dance floors, the
powers that be decided to release
the legendary Michael Jordans
documentary, The Last Dance.
Don’t get me wrong — there is no
substitute for the adrenaline live
sport brings. Sports llves and
breathes Inthe present moment,

Every single one of its particl-
pants moves with a powerful
urgency and that creates palpable
tension. & tension that glues
eyeballs to screens the world over.
Hut for nowi, The Last Bance has
acted as a great replacement.
After Maglc Johnson and Larry Bird
ruled the 19805 and ushered in the
madern MBA, Michael Jordan took
over in the 90s, bagging six titles
and becoming not just the greatest
basketball player of all time, but
oné of the most electrifying
athletes in any sport aver,

The documentary was Initlally
planned to be released in June, but
with the cancellation of almost all
major events, the release date was
pushed forward. The first two
epdsodes of the documentary alred
on Sunday, April 18, with the
remaining elght eplsodes alring
waakly untll mid-May

This Is not just a talking-heads
documentany.

It combines archival footage of
the 1997-1958 season whene Bulls
owner Jerry Reinsdaorf, head coach
Phil Jacksan and lordan agreed to
let an MBA Entertamment crew film
the team during the season, with
present-day interviews.,

Other than Michae! lordan, the
dacumentary features Hall of
Famers Scottie Plppen and Dennis
Rodman, wha were part of the 1998
Chicags dynasty.

The 500 hours of behind-tha-
scenes footage, from dressing
room tensions and pep talks to
match-winning situations arne
captured vividly, and for a momant
It enthrals the viewer the same way
a live match does.

The documentary has elements
of actual llve sporting events in its
DMA, the tumning points of a match
wil remind vou of the eple 90
seconds that denled Manchester
Unkted the title and handed it owves
to their nolsy nelghbouwrs in the
2011-2012 season.

The individual conflicts in the
documantary will remind you of the
rivalry between John Terry and his
club mate Wayne Bridge

But this ks the paolnt: it feels lke
a Mve act, a real event and far the
sparts enthusiast, nothing can
replace the hgh of a llve match
now mare than The Last Dance,
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If you find
yourself
gravitating
towards clean,
unfussy and
cohesive
silhouettes
with a bit of
rebel in them,
you are the
classic example
of a trendsetter
who
understands
timeless style.
Consider this
interpretation
of minimalism,
a90s vibe and a
good mix of afro
vibes to present
this sartorial
mindset.
ESTHER
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Steal my StYIe WITH AHADI WAMBUI

[PHOTOS: COURTESY]

In the nick
of Ann

rop tops have come back o when choosing a crop topis size
' with @ bang. They are Pick a crop that fits you well to avoid

simple and sexy with an epediling owt, If you have 1o keep
Array o siyles, TV host Ann MNixxe .-_||_I]'.L|=_.I_||1|:_;| if, it 15 probably not the
decides to trade in the diché black right slze for you,
crop for an African print off-showlder To ook as leggy as Ann, throw on
long sleeve, combaned with white white skinny j2ans as they make you
skinny jeans and black thigh-high ock lean and long. Thigh-high boots
boots finish the look off and add that extra

The one thing you should ook out

You need that one
sEAkerent phaoe
{40 g ]
showsiopper. Go
structural and soft
an the colour for an
ultra-chic




NO PUBS?
NO PROBLEM!!!
u can still
get a lot done
between 4 walls
and I’m here
to help you do
juuust fhcﬂ!’,

#ThatHoneyVoice

| =
_ r Ive WEEKDAYS 2PM - 6PM

Nairobi 94.4 * Mombasa 37.9 * Nakuru 96.0 * Eldoret 96.? * Nyeri 90.9 * Kisumu 1 02.5 . Malindt97.7



| remember getting really anxious every time
| sat for an exam. Ever since we started using Tutor soma
Tu, I eventually grasped basic concepts and formulas
that enabled me to pass my KCSE with flying colours!
That was the vision! The outcome was perfect!

T
o' |
o

Aggrey Enos,
KCSE condidate 2018,
excelled in exarms

and currently in University. W-?

Tutor-Soma Tu

PAST PAPER REVISION SERIES

and make good grades, your habit.

Keep the facts flowing...
...from the world to your doorstep.

Get a copy of The Standard newspaper,
delivered to your doorstep by simply
contacting 0702 905 941
or sending an email to delivery@standardmedia.co.ke

World Health Organization has confirmed that it is
completely safe to touch, read and handle newspapers.
The Standard newspaper undergoes highly automated printing
processes and with little human contact, to emphasize on high
Sanitation Standards,during the delivery.

Standard

Hefiya's Bold Newspaper

You can read the digital version of the newspaper on hitps://newsstand. standardmedia.co. kel
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COVID

As daily health briefings paint a picture of a virus
stealthily roaming estates, TONY MOCHAMA picks
out the various neighbourhoods that have stood
out — and why they’re in the eye of astorm

hen the photogenic CAS
at the Ministry of Health
Mercy Mwangangi sakd,
“Cowvid-19 has reached

almost every estate in the (Nairobi)
city", that was expectad, five weeks
after the country detected its first case
of coronavirus that came from Ohio
{and was probably picked up &n route at
Heathrow, London ).

What surprised denizens of the
city-in-the-sun about this disease is
that Karen had more detected cases
than Kibra, and Kikmani more than
Kawangware [or ‘Ungwaro’ as it is mone
commionly known).

But what could be the factors at play
in the Mairobi neighbourhoods men-
tioned as most affected?

KILIMANI

Stretching from the Ozone Grill and
right to the fresh czone of the Nairobi
Arboretum, Klimani has become the
top culprit of the cases of corona in the
city; and this is because of something

that is in the DNA of the "Kilimani’ area
code: the in-house party culture of
this part of the city.

Two months ago, *Pulse’ did an
investigation of sex parties that
are prévalent in the neighbour-
hood.

Even with corona now part of
the rivythm of the city, some of the
moast hardcore (and sadomasochist)
elements continue to privately
organise these goings-on, according
10 Qur saUCy SoUrces.

Even in more innocuous gatherings,
there are people still organising parties
for shi to a dozen folk any given
weekend in Kilimani, the presence of
both the space and multiple apartment
duplexes making it possible to do
so; yet not getting corona
requires measures ke social
distancing and seif-isolation.

There are people going to
the expansive Nairobi
Arboretum Park to have a
good time, with picnics and a
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drink, in the secluded
sections of the park, azs a
crowed.

It is no wonder the
miost gossipy social media group is
‘Kilimani Mums', because it seems
not even Covid-19 can stop the
Kllimani party hum.

PIPELIME
You will neither understand life,
nor corona in Nairobi until you pay a
visit to the Pipelin sprawling estate.
Block-a-chock with flats, Pipeline is
the perfect pipeline for any pandemic
to run amok through MairobL In
between buildings, both
commercial and residential,
you will find the places that
gave Plpeline its pulse just
before the advent of corona,
and that one hears whispers
still ﬂa-ram in the under-

In a parallel universe, New
Parallel Pub still operates, you are
attended to at Batande Bar, and
youth can still get stoned at
Kingstone Base, as others look for
their mojo at Banjos" Wines and
Spirits.

For sure, one can still lay their weary
head at Barcelona Boarding. Kavumba
Muotel, Late Night Lodge and New
Nyakisumu City. And even if both the
KAG church and oddly named *Heaven's
Gate' Ministry (odd because ‘Heaven's
Gate’ was a religious UFD cult that, 23
years ago, lost 39 of its members to
mass suicide as they "‘chased’ the
comet Hale-Boop) are shut on Sundays,
the essential services chemists of
Santa and Zion are open all the time.

Pipeline has Covid-19 cases aplenty
because it's crowded!

»
S
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‘ KAREN
Karen used to be among the most

gentrified locations in the City in the
Sun, and it still stays an exclusive
residency (despite efforts by riffing.
and sometimes roughing, musiclans
Nke Ringtone to "Occupy Karen').
Its higher cases of Covid-19 can
be attributed to two things
- that some of the
residents from there
regularly travel to
countries with crazy
high cases of the
Rona - like the USA,
thie UK, Spaln and Italy,
Secondly, Karen has
the highest population of both ageing
whites and affluent Africans.

I Im Kenya, if the average life

expectancy thesa days Is 66,
then a person in the poorest
one per cent will die aged

55, on average, while the one
in the top one per cent Is
expected to live to be 77
YEars.
Im Karen, it isn't just Sir Charles
Mjonjo, the ‘Duke of Kabeteshire’,
who has seen a century of life.
A whole lot of “kaburus’ borm
’ in the 1920 cling onto oxygen
like aerosol dinosaurs; but
because of the twin dangers of
travel, as well as the old being the
most vulnerable group, Covid-19 in
Karén can strike the gerlatrics hard and
fast, as Is the trend globally, fram NYC
to Guangzhouw

UTAWALA
Fromn the Eastern Bypass and all
the way to Kagundo, that zip code
with all its branching roads, business-

&5, clubs, churches, complexes and
estates composes "Utawala’, yet
another high-risk Covid-19 area.

This area has become popular
with the youth for places to be able to
do their daytime activities of soclalisa-
tion with accompanying substances,
able to disappear from any police
patrols on foot, or even ‘'msako za
magan’ as many come to imbibe/
indulge in crowded cars, with music,
along that long road stretch.

BEURUBLIRL

Burubum was the middle class
estate that found itsalf in ‘Eastiando’ n
the 1980s, and it is also where the
matatu ‘outlaw” culture was barmn. It
therefore follows that rebellion is at
the heart of this estate, especially by
the youth, incdluding against the
measures, rules and regulations that
could mitigate against the spread of
the coranavirus.

It was also at the centre of one of
the most concentrated social
gathering densities In the city
= with a few sguare metres
accommodating
Uncle Ben's
Small Pub,

Docs
Members'
Chub, Taurus
Lounge Bar,
Winds and
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Wanjohi, a long-term Burubun
resident (actually, since his birth in
March, 1980) tells us.

He explains how every one of the
long-term residents, many across
generations, know and visit each other.

“You cannot expect a small fiu virus
to stop our natural Nyumba Kumi good
rélations in Buruburu.”

If this is the kind of good-natured
ignorance and high defiance in the
estate, then It's no surprise it is a
Covid-19 risk area (and no wonder that
the beleaguered Nairobi governar, who
began his "matatu style’ political

mentality there, believes, a la Belorus-
sia, that Heineken and Hennessy can

Cure corona).

SOUTHC
South C was the real outlier
when it came to expected cases.
This is because, despite the late
E-5ir's “tuendee tukawake huko
Nairold West, tupitie South C, no
self-respacting youth ever
actually stops at staid,
old, boring South C to
drink, smoke or
socialise,
¥et, the estates
it Is sandwiched
between = Nalrobi
West tolts north,
and South B to
its west

Latitude Pub, Ou QUARANTIN telr

Times Sports Bar

and Superior Wines & Spirits.
“We soclalise from Friday

evening to Sunday past

midnight, from vijana to wazee,

wav'lana na was'chana,” Jim

reputations
of notorlety,
remain
corona-free at
the tirme of
writing.
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VERA SIDIKA
GOING
BANKRUPT?

eparts have [T that popular

socialite Vera Sidika |5

fealing the effects ofthe

Covid-19 pandemic more
than most entertainers,

As a sarial traveller overseas, It IS
speculated that s where she streams
most of her income from, outside of
her beauty parlour in Malrobi's
Westlands.,

With business daclining. Vera was
sakd 1o be desperately iooking for
consolation, including by twerking for

payola on Canadian artiste Tory Lanez’

Instagram Live whera ha réwards the
most eccentric performers
with a minimum wage of
Sh100,000. -
But In response,
the “You Guy® video
vizen shut haters
up, posting her
brand new
white
Range
Hover
Evoque to
combat
crithcs’
claimes on
her
financial g
situation

e

FLAMBOYANT
GOVERNOR
EXPOSED
BY DUBAI
REAL ESTATE
DIRECTOR

One of Kenya's top politiians, a governor
known for flaunting expensive designer
wiear, from trademark silk shirts to big bezel
watches, has been unmasked.

The woman, known by the name Caroline
J, came out of the closet with images of her
and the popular politiclan *who Is handling
the Covid-19 crisis very well® in his county,
saying she cannot wait for travel restric-
tions to end 5o they can re-unite.

. The two have been reportedly dating
} through 2017 and 2018, but called it quits
¢, after misunderstandings led to their
. separation. Although the politician is
happily married, Caroline, a Dubai
% Real Estate Director, has been
% to the country and has
. enjoyed multiple vacations
%, with the politician at the
v % Maasal Mara, one of his
% many palatial homesin
4 the Coast, and even
" {" been introduced to the
& powerful man's close
¢ friends, such as
musician Al Kiba

A V12 turbo engine Gorman automo-
bile = enough to get A-List calebrities and
poditiclans hilving towands the cwner ke a
bunch of bees

I'me crimson brown Mercedes May-
bach S600 with the custom number plate
"4 ME' with a Kenyan flag beside the text
I= known to belong to Benka Kangangl.

Seen sporadically crulsing the Nairabl
streats the Shat millon luxury vehicle
nas been dolng rounds, and a numbear of
celebrities have managed to squeere In
selfles with the glgantic car

From Steve Mbogo and Kevin Obla to

tHe Brown and Vera Sidika, the frensy
the machine has caused has been
hystercal and comical, as these acts have
posed in the vehicle as if it were a tourlst
attracthon

GuEss it's not just regular clvillans who
get hyped by cars — the rich and wealthy
get a humbling, too,

Nyamar Ongegu, stage name Nyashinskl,
Iz & rman in & great space & his one-weak-old
album “Lucky You' tears up musical charts on
Apple Music

Im the chart that exhibits the Top 100
songs Istened to by Kenyans, tha “Free" singer
Is trallblazing with 12 songs in the top 20 -
thi first Kenyan to achieve this feat.

From spaot two to five ane his highest
entries, with ‘Glony’, ‘Lucky You', ‘Greener” and
"GUOAT, sodldifying his status,

g
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RONOH GOT
NRG AXE

Buzzing radio presenter, comedian and
dightal content creator Chebet Ronahi ls no
longer part of the NRG family where she was a
part of the mid-moming show alongside
Charlle Karumi,

Sources reveal that she had a falling aut
with the radio station's managers for having a
poor attitwede and inflated eo, which was
affecting her productivity at the station

Thereafter, she would unfollow her co-pre-
senter Charlle on social media and get on the
Lame, posting messages around lssues of
spirituality, self-reflection, criticism and
self-ambltion,

She was replaced by Matalle Githinji

Thils |5 followed by "Sweet Aroma’ In the
coventh spat to complete a regal top 10
damination by the legandary artist.

Myashinkl hald a pre-album lve streaming
sgssion last Wednesday that attracted a
viewership of more than 60,000 across the
three platforms of YouTube, Facebook Live
and Instagram Live

His latest music video "‘Glory’ 15 alsa
parfarming well with 346K views as of
yesterday mornlng on You Tube,

I you have ever dreamed of getting up-close and
personal with Kenyan soclalite and beauty antrepra-
neur Huddah Monroe, It will cost you Sh2,.000.

This has beenmade possible through a soclal
netwarking application called Only Fans that has no
viewer discrepancy as long as you can pay the price
for premium content auser i bargaining for,

Although marketed as 5hi 100, Huddah's account
reads Sh2.000 for access to her raunchy and
unfiitered seff throwgh photos and private messag-

She gets really secretive through that app, and
offers her fans value for thelr maney by FaceTime
caling them, sending tham plctures, and constantly
updating them on her [ife. The former video vixen is
currently on quarantine in Dubal,
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Updates >>>

Nolrobl Movemeni Cessatlon: Moverment within the
Nairobi Metropalitin Area 15 permitied except for the
national murfew period of between Tpm and Sam
Mlomoermenit im amd out of MNairobi i prohibated ior o period
of 21 davs

Extension of International Flights Ban: The
Government has extended the ban on intemational flights

for another 30 days. The ban does not apply 1o cargo fights

indl those @ ||.|r1||H1||r|_'|u|! it onals I‘[II'.'-.l'l.'\l!'r_‘“thl'-
coming for evacuatons should provide a strict 72 hous
ndkce prior Lo thislr anmivals,

Prison Vistiatlon Saspension: The Gove rmment has
suspended prison visits for another 30 days.

Public Gatherings Suspended: The government has
with immediate effect suspended public gatherings as it
imtensiies eflorts to tackle the “!nk:-i-:l Loroma virnus
pandemic. The suspension will affect church services
political rallies, prison visits and inter-school games

— Coampiled vy Genffrey Korio

aNairobianToday

Nalrobian Today
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10 exciting thi

fe SILAS NYARWIEYA

ecause of the Coronovinis, working
I'edrh home has befome (he hew
normal for those Inaumormated 5o

tors, Sorry guys of mjcngo, guards, touts
copsand those who load letters at the post
il corporaton. You have to report to work
Wiarking Ironi hamae has seen many luming
some corner of their houses to in-howse
officiEs from where they weork while WIPHTE
the moses of thelr homebound wanderine
brats who sreout of school. Others ame being
foreed to work from nearby ovber cafis
wiich are agalnst social distancing but
Chose without home internet and aptops
have o chodee, Here are [0 reasons why
'.".'l'l'l\--l'l;.,' from homee & s EXCILINE a5 gatting
il Iy rise or bomis..,

L Working in vour ngotha

Thire s :|-.-l'"|||',; ik Pkl clothes ol
pong through that fashion headache of
selacting which shirt or blouse matches
widch troasers. You simpdy sit and start
waorking Invour underwear or withour, Ao
vl dom't have o Shover or shasa!

2 Nomore traffic jams

You no longer need fowake ap at Sam to
bead tratiec jams o work. Here, you sleep
rpaka 1am, but before lunch time for lage
breakfast, fip throwgh mushene va socil
media before pmbarking on the day’s sched
ube, bt first check mail to see if your ka
fimty bhoss Fas ined & memo ol "ol |ocating
WOl Om o

3. New friends

Yes, vou never knew vour nekzhbos
works for a gum comipany unitl she popped
I Lo work rom vour plaoe when [ser mnter
et wis down, That means you are safe
imcaee thugs come calling. The frani down-
stabrs alse does printing, but you didn't
know but now you are frends who often
thrimk wimleworking [rom sour dining tala
e your [rfermet 5 juss the maother

4. Nooffice politics

It s mot umeecirnirmom b0 find vourself belng
drageed into & gossip session by kamati va
rohn chily wher some 1azy butl oss 15
unmasked, Working from home shiglds vou
Frorm megative affice |||.-|:I 1C5, FROSSE, LTINS
psaary meetings and annoying workmates

5 Freedom galore

ngs about working from home

Yioun hanve time to fix the brolken tolet seat
or shower, cheos on that 0x 80 plof In Kisa
i O QYITE vour paiie ey rllower. You ean
also give instmictions to the farm hand in
shags for hours on end without worrying
about that hawk eved supervisor who is
thaiays on moy case.” Yol don't nesd permis
shom o take your toto who st swallowed
her tomeee i the cline

. Homemade meals

Yo can eat every hour of the day and no
ane will accuse you of wasting company
tiame o1 your stoemach Yo save tme spent
traveling lomg distances for good food sway
from the month cld refreerated stuff served
at the company canteen. This means saving
IO DY Wille avo il ox pensive cadmgenst
foods that canget vou hospitalized during a
pancemic.

7. Custom made work ervironment

You can work whibte listening to Eoud,
it mughthl songs. You can work o dark-
niess with compaster et ondy, o com work
from your car or your backyard. You can
stog, do lmuandry, have o siesta then eall vousr
cuou whio hes awesk heart, You can also not

CORONAVIRUS

-

work &t all, after all. yvou are not even sure
et month s sato will Bl

B Office bar and offioe

Booze is among the ‘essentinl services” of
it lockdowsn winich meeans you can'work with
o bottle of whiskey for company — which
only happens I advertisng agencies, Your
s 15 the smoking zone and there i no
worrying about road accidents, alcoldow,
ourfeww and you can deal with the hangx
at 1L 30 am the foll owing day.

B, You don't have to b at horms!

Hirene camn be in the studio agartment of
wour mistress or that bachelorette pad of
Gima {rom acooumts, Mavoe lockdoam found
wou in shiags in [gembang ‘ombe from where
FURD G WIE KT remnoti |'.' LISEE [ 'l|'|_I!:||-i'
miernet, Ah! the beauty of reclhnol oey!

10, Nonagging boss

Saving the best [or Bst, There & no boss
checking arrival and departure times or
breathing down your neck, fuming over
three hour beme lunch breaks You can also
ignore email and calls with “network ni
rabnya kweanaa!

March 20: A man who operates a boda boda
was arested for allegedy mping @ woman before
stealing her personal belongings. The ady & said
tobe a foreigner.

Wy
i 1 9“ \
MINISTRY OF HEALTH HOTLINES:

OTI2A53 353 / OT294T414

March 15 Police rescued 20 women aged
between 21 to &0 years who were being trafficked
tothe Middie East and had besn held ina housein
Dandor
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