It’s back to school for
KCPE and KCSE exams

Education.
President
announces:
candidates wi
berecalledto ®
class to prepare
for national
tests, but
teacherswa
directive
extended to
Form Three _

National, P.9

Ruth Matete
quizzed again
indeath probe

Investigation. Detectives
from Mairobi tal er probe into
the death of John Apewajoye, the
hushand of the former Tusker
Prolect Fame winner,

MPs clear Uhuru's Sh40b
budget to fight pandemic

ternder

Natiomnal, P.2&3

How poli

Public enemies.
Cases of brutal
~rackdown on curfew
violators and
pocketing bribes to
let busloads of i
peaple across county %
boundaries are
among the crimes by
law enforcers that are B
undermining efforts
to curb the spread of
deadly virus

ceare

killing Covid fight

Kenya's Bold Newspaper

after Ruto mee

Fallout. Deputy President hosts
embattled Nairobi Governor
moments before Sonko publicly
dismisses the takeover of key
functions by national government
ina deal that was brokered by the
President last month. Page 5

The President
had good
intentions but
some of his
officers have
hijacked the process
to embarrass and
frustrate me with
impunity. I will not
resign. In fact, this is
the time to terminate the
transfer of functions
deed." Nairobi Governor
Mike Sonko
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Pandemic. Government allocates more funds for crackdown

Someof the 21 youth arrested near Nakuru Golf Club on claims they did not adhere to public health guidelines on Covid-19. They were taken for 214 day forced quarantine at Kenya Medical Training College in Nalkuru.

[Kipeng kr Standad]

NIS gets billions to spy on patients,
medics warn virus war is militarised

Clinical officers union
cautions that
criminalising
coronavirus will spread
fear and stigma and
discourage voluntary
counselling

This comis even as medics
cautioned &

rinst militmrising
irus.
tabled in
week, the
Mational Treasury allocated
mare cash to the NIS as part of
what the ministry described as
‘Covid-19 related expenditures.’
In notes to the National
-\G'ﬁ(‘mlu s Budget and Appro-
t Jammittes, Treasury
F‘w Ukur Yatani indicated that
the money was part of Sh40.3
billion expenditure on Covid-19
andd would be used by the spy
agency for “enforcernent.”
Yatani could not |JE‘ renrhr-d

As part of efforts to stop th
disense, the
been gathering intelligence to
idemitify hotspots and help track
dowm suspected cases.

The government s also mon
itoring movements of peopls
who might have been incontact
with those infected by the dis

wase and thase who might have
ppied back to the country
Funcot be e, T (e Cise, @ wWoman
who defied self-quarantine
orders was tracked down by
intelfigence officers toa hotel in
M i and was pheked up by
the palice

But even as the police inten
sifiy the crackdown against Ken
yans violating regulations to
stem the spread of the disease,
hialth workers have ralsed the
ali I"Ilunl.'h" manner in which

winrned that mistreatment
and suspected cases
Scourage mamny Ken
riry for tests

A promote stigr

Kenynans have becn sharing
stories of painful encounters
'w'rh security personnel enfore
1l shutdown regu
fight against Cov

|.‘|I'u||.‘-||1'.]
19

In one sich easa,
Gacheri had been

Muirel

cessfully applying for
s m\*mly advertised by

l?:{‘llo("-ln\-.‘mcu‘q ir
setting offto be interviewed for
b listed @s an essential ser
vice under the coronavirus
puldielines.

She also ensured that her
mother, driver and brissstfeed-
habyweere cleared and found
fit to accompany her bo Mem.

CGacheri had travelled with

her mother tohold the baby as  nivines and instilling fear.
shewent in for the interview, “The thought of & police vehi-
The family and their driver  ¢le and an ambulance arriving
avedthroughnumerons  outside the gate to pick family
chs in Mombasa and  members or contacts when one
acountiesaftertheir  tests positive has led to alot of
documents were serutinised by stigrma, lErekindles memaories of
security officers. howr thosewho tested HIV posi
However, on entering Kitul tive were treated botween 1994
County, they were arrested by and 2005," he said.
security officers, who said they “Why all the drama with
were acting on instructions, and strens and severn] police officers
locked up in & quarantine cen who should be assigned other
re. duties? The government
The Kenya Clinical Officers  change how it
Urdon (HCOU) has condemnied D.erniuml'
the incident, and others across
the country as an affront in the
fight agairnst coro
“We are cousing a b
ma in the manmer tnwhich we
are handling the Covid-19 pan
demic in this coumtry, Why sub
ject a person who has agreed to
nationasa healthser
vice prosdder tosuch tarture? It
is-wrong,” sadd the KOO Secre-
tary General George Gibore.
According to Mr Gibore
ncreasing incidents of forcible
guaranting in the country
arnomted to criminalising coro-

enforcing curfew and shut
down regulations.

He gave an example of a cfind
cal afficer arrested on 2
day evening on his w i
i waork, driven i
Station and later taken
into forced quarantine.

Gibore claime diuring the
arrest, the clinical officer was

State spies enlisted in Covid-19 war

W Treasury alloeates Shl. 5 billion to National Intelligence
Service for‘enforcement®

B Intelligence service has been manitoring Covid-19 hot spots
B Potential cases that sneak into the country, those who
escape quarantine facilities and contacts put on the spy
agencies radar

B A woman who defled sel f-quarantine arders was tracked
dawn by intelkgence officers to a hotel in Nairobi and plcked up
by palice

bundled into a police truck full
of suspects, some who did not
wedir masks

The union has warned

% TS

and nside quarantine facilities.
Fluﬂrmnt'uar Nt ine centres

h |

nigated, , even -
ting up several ]Fl'rﬂ_ﬁlh‘.ldf‘:lh
open dormi i
and troum
The union rl:ru.r warned
that some actions by security
persannel in the name of fight
ing Covid-19 will drive more
people to hide the fllness
instead of seekin ilth care
and cause mental h
Peychologise
=-d1n'f\- tlu.tlr 2]

1-. 0 .w.'ui

aksn ﬂ Ir-fmd an the need for
i opse ncommtnics

bt coumess to hancling
ho test positive and

o their familie: Ear
Gikoryo, n Nairobi Coumnty psy-
chologist.

The peyehologists described
the fear generated by (.rmd 18
as normal human re n for
people trying to understand the
disease, and called for compas-

skonate treatment of patients
and their contacts.

“People are all trying to
uniderstand the mystery around
Conid-18, but when they get to
understand the dynamies in
dealing with it, sucl h s w 15!'_n;z
hands .u.r] \l'arlrg at ]!n me, th

In his daily briefings, Health
S Mutahi Kih.,-'l\'nﬂ'l;l’] 'Jw;,n"
ernment was
.I‘I« ts the fight nc,
3 hiad on Ken g
th and sef ug 1I|r hllnl-

According to the CS, anyone
in need sychiol al b
should cail 1199
tia 1r|_\rmun=r11m.1hmz~nrm
tal health, Towsards this
have #s

stablished a psychiatric
and peychological care help
Framéework over this period,
&aid.

But even as local health
care providers look for ways of
de-stigmatising Covid-19, other
countries have embraced Work
Health Organisation (WHO)
gpuidelines on how to deal with
those whotest positive without
diserimination.

The

WHO recommends
e for patients with
10 symprtoms. “If
there are patients with only
mild illness, providing care
ho may be conslder
long as they can be followed up
and cared for by family mem-
bers. Home care may also be
considered whan inpatient care
Isunavailable or unsafe,” states
WHO guidetines,
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coronavirus

Graft. Passengers pay bribes to travel to the coast aboard trucks transporting food

Police now blggest

threatto publlc in

fight against virus |

From beating upold
men and women to
breaking into homes
and soliciting bribes, the

aremaking
testing positive for virus
acrime.

By Standard Team

s ksl ndadmed

Eenya's security agenc
et up to preserve and |1,mrﬂ
the livesafci
under hes
mmlmu\\-wnr of the dusk- rn
dwn clirfew.

From brutal and sometimes
fatal beatings, to shootings,
harassment, bribery tolet bus-
loads of people across county
houndaries, the police service
is fast becoming the weakest
link in the coumry’s fight
against the virus, This is in
direct comtradiction to a presi
dential directive that mplored
officers to handle those who
are found to flout these reguls
tions ressonably.

Now the police service is
under the spotlight for these
infringements, including not
adhering tothe very rules they
arempant to enforce, like wear-
ing of face masks.

These acts of brutality have
in some instances resulted in
the puhlic acting out, angeting
the very law enforcement offic-
ers meant to protect them. In
Malindi, Base commander
George Naibel was attacked by
rogue boda boda riders an
April 14 while enforcing anti-
Covid-19 regulation: e act
bacame i viokent o
inwhicha police cir was exten-
sively damaged and a Kilifi
county askari injured.

In a video that went viral,
Naibei b seen fighting with a
boda boda rider while several
other riders are cheering their
eolleague on. Eventually, Nai-
bei is overwhelmed and he
escapes undera hail of stones.

Dermand bribe

The security officers ware
out to enforce regulations for
riders to wear face masks and
obey social distancing and traf-
fic rules when the disobedient
operators fought back, accus
ing them of harassing and
demanding bribes

Naibet was ottacked by a
man enraged by the seiny
his motorcycle as the
became a free forall Eight men
wiere later arrested (or the vie-
lenoe and dozens of motorcy
cles impounded

mmnm illh]nﬁmdlhrdtmbsl\‘m beingclobberedby

police officers enforcing the c
Maralowet. [Fred Koo, Standad|

The Kilifi incident aftracted
the attentionof Gove mor Amis
son Kingi, who organised an
imprompau stakeholdors meet -
ing with police, boda boda rid-
ers, health officers, busine
men and other stakeholders o
address the issue.

While Naibeis action has
been celebrated, other acts of
amission by police hive been
blamed for fueling the spread
of Covid-19, Despite the dozens
of roadblocks on the Mombasa
nighway, police have been
accused of allowing travellers
aboard private trucks and even
private cars and paoliticians®
entourages to slip through fora
foe. These moves defeat the
curfew or other lock-down
MEASITes,

In the om of citizen journal
s, vidios and pictures havie
emerged of police arresting
iinclivicusks for not wisiring face
masks vet the officers them
selves wore none.

A spot check by The Stand
ardat the Likoni Ferry crossing,
for Instance, showed many
policemen don't wear masksor
wear them improperty while in
public. This is not the ondy rule
they flout.

On April 14, two senbor police
officers werearrested n Kis-
ni while on a drinking spree
past the curfew hours. The duo
attached to Shimo La Tewa
Prison were busted by Directo-
rabe of Criminal Investigations
(DCT) and prison officers when
they raided a locked bar in
Majaoni i, in the might.
Thiey have neither bien charged
nar hegred from sinee.

Om Tuesday, Kisauni Sub
county police commander
Julius Kimgu claimed they have
not been charged “because
CoRIrts are not operating™ and
suggested they will be charged

urfew at Flax trading centre in Elgeya

when normal — operathons
resume, However, other cases
of ondinary wananchi has seen
many, inchuding Kilifi Deputy
Governor Gldeon  Saburi
charged In court the same
week,

Morover, roadblocks. have
been turned into toll stations,
Two weeks ago three buses
with residents of Meru and
Embu cotmties we re stopped at
Mukindu after they had slipped
throu ..quL:l-SL.-wIm-su.ld
Ilocksin defiance of the curfiew,

Last week, several survivors
of Covid-19, who came out of
quaranting in Nairobi told The
Standard in Mombasa they
bribed police to be allowed to
travel to the coast aboard
trucks transporting food and
other essentinl supplies

“Tpaid Sh100 to an officer in
Vi after they began 1o ques-
o i, | wis surprised he took
such a small bribe but it is
apparent they are getting so
much money in these quanti
ties." boasted one of the viola
tors, Former chairman of the
Commission on Administrative
Justice Otience Omaolko, who is
currently the Rarieda MP, has
criticised the police highhand
eilmess.

“As the president izsues
decrees, (85 pronounce edits
governors declare orders and
police proclaim threats, let us
remember that the constitution
and the law are not on suspen
sion. With-all necessary and
reasonalle measures, let us
fight thevins, not the victims,"
hiie saifel vesterday,

Fsewhere, a polioe officer in
Nyeri attached to a High Court
judge is nursing & broken leg
after hewns attacked by his col
leagues, whoe were enforcing
the curfew, The officer's
10-year-old nephew also has a

H

A police officer confronts traders in Bambiiriin Mombasi, [ omond Onyango, Standand]

fractured arm following the
ordeal in Tem corstitency,

He said be was attacked
by fellow officers after his
car broke down a fow
metres from his home in
Muthinga village in Nyeri
Courity, Even those offerirg
essential services have not
been spared,

Twelve medical officers
at the Thika Level 5 Hospital
wiere held for nearly two
hours at a police roadibdock
a5 they were reparting for
ety yesterday morming.

The medics, |nr||1t||'||z
cal officers, nurses and
ppeart staff, wors s
transparted ina bus belong
gt to Mount Kenya Univer-
sity from their places of
resdence in various parts of
Murang'a.

However, on reaching the
Blue Post roadblock, the bus
wis fiagged down by GSU
officers manning the Tacility
and the occupants ordered
it

Onee of the medics, Cath-
erine Wanjinz, said despite
displaying their job cands
pickthemup, the GSU affic-
ers remained adamant,

COUNTY GDU’ERNMENT OF NYERI

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS, HOUSING, PHYSICAL
PLANNING AND URBANIZATION

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PLAN

Wotice is hereby given to all residents and stakeholders in
the County of Nyen that pursuant to the prowsions of The
Constitution of Kerya, 2010; Physical and Land Use Planning
Act No.3 of 2019, National Land Commission Act, County
Govemment Act and the Urban Areas and Cities Act, the County
Govermment of Nyer intends to prepane Local Phw-ul and
Land use Development Plans for lAarua, Ruthagati and Inururu
settlements.

The exercese will invelve community mobilization, establishment
of the seftlements” huundmu:-j identification and enumeration

of residents and socio economic surveys. This will form the
basis for preparation of the Plans to gusde the grawth of these
settlements in an mI:J-vmed and coordinated manner 50 as ta
promate sustamnable elopment as weell & provide a basis for
provision of infrastrudiuee, housing and public faalities
The process will be participatory and therefore all stakeholders
are invited to paficdpate. Ay comments, endguires of
suggestions on the same may be done in writing to
The County Exscutive Committes Mombar

of Lands, Housing & Physical Planning
of Myeri

County Government
P.O. Box 1112 - 10100
NYERI,

Dated 30 March 2020

Dir. KWAGAN WWARIMR LA
County Executive Committes Member

Lands, Housing & Physical Planning and Urbanization
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Costly affair. Bills in our possession from two facilities show individuals being charged as much as Sh3100 daily

It will cost youan

Costsin Kshs

m Medical supplies and
u equipment
mfesponse, capacity
- building and raining
= Juarantine, solation and
treatment centres
Discord has been Thiz amount could easily be  tined has been simmering since 1! 587,6“0.000
simmering since it was MOTE, it was first instituted, with those 3
first hﬁ%mmm Rills in pur possession from  being held complaining of high wMedical waste disposal
being held complaining of two of these facilities show indi costs and podor Bving conditions, 338:’60.0“0
. 1 vidhaaks being charged as much as “The troubile is that people are
high Sh3100 per day for the quaran-  Jooking at this ke some sort of = Comminity dscussion
tine service. One such bill shows  punishment,” Government and informatian outreach
By Danéel Wesangula apotential Covid-10patient held  Spokesperson Cyrus Oguna said 496'005‘900
and Mercy Korlr in guarantine at Kenyntta Univer “This is far from it. If someons e
newsck Bretancarimed ac ke sity charged Sha 135 perdayover  breaks curfew niles and is in a mEnsuring mvallabity of
a 13-day period. His total bill  bar somewhers, it is assumed safe blood and blood
A day after the brazen, yeteal-  amountedto Sh40,755 whichthe  they are exposed, and are guar products Some Kenyans under quarantine at Kenyatta University Teaching
lous escape by individuals under  patient hod tosertle beforebeing  antined at thedr own cost.” 1 000.000 000 and Referral Hospital. | Frves O na, Standad]
L] "

Covid-19 quarantine from a gov
ernment facility, The Standard
can now reveal that a four-week
stint under State supervision will
eost you between Sho4,000 and
ShiEd, 00,

Those quarantined in schools,
State-owned training facilities
such s the Kenya School of Gov-
ernment or the Kenya Medical
Training College, the scene of
Tuesday's ‘jailbreak” have had to
part with & minimum ShZ.000
daily. Others such as those hidd in
Kenyatta University Teaching
mnef Refermal Hospitl are charged
o stangdard fee of Sh3 135 every
day.

Estimates collated from gov-
ernment dally briefings show
that to date, more than 4,000
people have undergone manda-
tory quarantining countrywide,
witha mintmum of 2,000 .of them
being held at one point or anoth-
er since the beginning of the pan
demic in government facilities,

Assrming all paid the lowest
fiee of Sha 000, this translates to
some Shil2 millionover a 28 -day
quaraniine period,

discharged.

His final bill indicated notreat-
ment regimen adminstered sinos
he tested negative for the virus,
This indivichen] wis also charged
an additional Shi&5 over twa
ays for mouthwash, bringing his
total bill to Sk 1,135,

Rat rate

At Kenyn Medical Training Col
lege campus along Mbagathi
Wiy, inclividuals were charged &
flat rate of Sh D00 per day, They
were given a final bill on the 28th
day, amounting to some
5h54,000. Patlents are not
charged for the final day of being
discharged. The description of
services rendered simply repds
‘Ouarantine Services.”

Considering that some of those
i tsobstion are individuals picked
from the streets for offenses that
inctude breaking the ongoing
curfew as well as being in public
without face masks, the steep
price could have been the reason
for the daring, yet callous escape
Ty those being held,

Discord among the guaran:

Mr Oguna says those taken
Into mandatory gquaranting are
heeld to protect them from other
Lawr ghiding citizens.

“Orhirwise they ought to have
been in their own houses. The
Sh2 000 is not punishment,” he
LTS

These complaints comeon the
back of a Sh5.3 billion World
Bank loan to the government that
included funds set aside for
auarantining and salation
purposes, as well as doma-
tions of almost Shi hil-
Bon from Kenysns
of  goodwill
towards a public
Covid-19 fumd.

An itemised list
from the global lend
er shows that Kenya
receivied the money
under project 1D
FI73820 on April 8.
This money inchad-
ed some Shl.587
hillion for quarin-
tine, isolation and
ITEATTRETT CENTreS,

Chpana said he

m Project implementation
and manitoring

did not know whether the sald
money had been received by
government. “1 cannot speak
tothis [ have not been briefed
on the matter,” Oguna said.

By Tuesday evening, the
Kenyn Covid-19 Fund had
received more than Shal7 mil
liom from donations by indi-
viduals and Kenyan compa-
nies,

“The board would like 1o
axpress its deepest gratinude
for the support and goodwill
that the fund continues to
receive from Kemyans fromall
walks of life, We wiould ke to
Encourage more Kenyans to
domate to the fund as we all
work together to overcome
this challenge,” read & state-
ment by chairperson Jane
Kanio,

On April 17, individuals
quarntined within Kenyatta
University staged a protest,
walking to the institution's
main gate to complain over
what they termed unfair con-
ditions. This, however,

earned them an additional 14
days in quaranting, &s the pov-
ernment insisted that they
falled to maintain ‘optimal
social distancing

“#fter a thorough evaluar
tion of dreumstances, it was
ohserved that those in the fol
lowing guarantine facilities
did not maintain optimal
social distance and instead
had close contact and interac-
tions,” Director General Public
Health sabd in & memo to the
quarantine centres that
includied Kenyatta University
and KMTC,

Civil sochety groups have
asked government to darify
the ongoing quarantine pro
TN

To date, it is unclear how
many people have been heldin
State mstitutions. As of March
27, government records
showed that more than 2000
e were undergning ma
datory quaranting for 14 days
at several povernment desig-
nated facilities.

=
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In Brief

Makuru. MCA died of
excessive bleeding

B Nahasha MCA Kasinga Mburu,
who was invvolvedin a fatal road
crash, died as a result of
excessive bieeding. A postmor-
iemexamination conducted on
Tuesday Indicated that the

L akeview MCA suffered intemal
biseding following the Sunday
morning accident dlong the
Nairobi-Nakury highway.
Acooading to Kabaz MCA Peter
Mhae, Mburu also disbcated his
right arm. [Antony Gitonga]

Nyeri County. Gang
leaves residents shaken

\

W Residents of Karima ward In
Othaya Constituency ame
spending sleapless nights
{ollowing several rads by
pangsterstarpeting businesses in
the area. Othaya Officer
Commanding Police Division
Solomon Odera said ivestiga
T Wi Underway 10 ensune
those imobeed are brou ght 1o
book. “We ane aware of 1
incidences and are doing
everything we can to ensure the
criminals are amested.” he said.
The gang beoke nta ditferent
shops on Tuesday night. [Frida
Kingori]

Turkana. MCAs approve
Sh0.6m Covid-19 budget

W The azsambly has ckayeda
SHBGT million supplkementany
budget 1o boost emengency
responses against the Covid-19
pandemic, Speaker Erastus
Lokaale said yesterday the money
would po to wates, haalth and
disaster management units. The
disaster management unit will get
Shaal milion, the bulk of the
cash. to provide mief food to all
wulneratée Bmiies dutng the

period. [ Bakarl Ang'ela]

Tough rules

Push and pull. Embattled but bold county chief comes out fighting and blarmes his woes on Office of the President mandarins

No turning back, Sonko
says after Ruto meeting

Karen talks comein
the wake of Nairobi
governor's decision to
reclaim transferred
county functions.

By Cyrus Ombat]

e Bt ancand mecla e

Nairobi Governor Mike
Sonko met with Deputy Presi-
dent William Ruto, as he
vowed to fight to reverse the
transfier of county functions to
the national government, cit-
ing frustrations from top offi-
cinks,

The meeting at the DP's
residence in Karen, Nairobi,
went onalmost until midnight
on Tuesday, with Mr Sonko
saving the two discussed
county and national affairs.

Yesterday, the governor
confirmed his meoting with Dr
Fato, even as he declared war
on the deal he signed that
allowed for the transfer of the
ke eounty functions of health,
transport, public works, and
planning and development 1o
the national government,

“It i true the mesting hap:
pened and it was known o
even the pregident. We dis-
cussed mimy Bsues affecting
the county and the country at
large,” the governor told The
Standard,

Facing charges

Sonko complained about
being frustrated by some offi
ctals inthe presidency, who'he
claimed were out to make him
look bad. He cited the alleged
destruction of sanitisation
booths that his team had
installed in the city.

Sources said the meeting
‘with the DP came in the wiske
of accusations from Senko
that unnamed individuals in
the Office of the President
were exploiting the Deed of
Trunsfer of key county func-
tions to the notional govern
ment.

The meeting is said to have
conchided that “there will be

Governor passesthrougha
Nairobi an Aprl 19, [David Nasga, Standard ]
0 trning back”,

Sonkoguestioned why some 1 "
people facing charges in court The ‘takeover
keep attending his official m0n February 25, Mike
meetings with the Nairobi Sonko ceded the
Metropolitan Servive tedms. functions of health,

Kapserst MP Oscar Sudi transport, public works,
reportedly picked up Sanko and planning and
from his Upper Hill residence developmant to the
and took him to Karen where lPﬂN
the meeting ran up to about sidant kemyatts
midnight. mwmms:;m

Sulzkn said yesterday hE- demmr dala af
wontld mowe to court to termi “wm"
ml;irl'w r.m;mfe_rof I'lmi:‘tlc:mf[I Sardce

“Please forgive me, 1 wil
never repeat that mistake w::mm
again Infact, | am starting the ard is charged withthe
procest of terminating the respansibility of
Deed of Transfer just like any refarming services in the
other ardinary contract. [ will capital city
ronw personally 20 to court to

have it terminated. Let them
kill me or jail meif they want,”
Sorto said.

*.-. when we started this pro-
cess, the president had good
intentions, but some of his
afficers, especially the anes
whin hate me. have hijacked the

process to embarrass and frus-
trate me with Impanity”

He further claimed the
transfer of functions was
rushed and that he did not
have time to go through the

spray booth he launched at the Kencom bus stagein

dooumants.

1 will not sign (resign), In
fact, this is the time to termi-
niate the transfer of functions
dead. To date, have not been
furnished with a copy of the
deed. | was not given sufficient
time to even read the draft. [
was told it is a good thing on
service delivery to the great
peophe of Mairobi as 1 deal with
Ty COMNTT, C5es,

“Since [ love you, the people
of Mairobi, and have vour
Interests at heart, 1 had to
accept without even going
through the document prop-
erly, 1 didn't know it will turn
aainst ue, " Sanko wrote on
Facebook.

Hiewaes ress poncling to ongof
his followers who had asked
him o take responsibility for
the mess in Nairobi rather
than engage in blame games
aver vandalised sanitisation
booths. in Kibra, Kencom and
Burubur

The governor had lashed
out at a senbor offickal at OF for

allegedly giving orders for the
boaths to be browght dowr, He
also accused some officials of
hiwving declared his Sonko Res-
cur Team illegal inthe wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The team was apparently
banned from distributing
relief food and fumigating
streetsand residential areasin
Natrobi.

Sonko maintained that the
Sonko Resene Team remains a
registered entity.

"Miry the Lord punksh all the
senior government officers
whio gave instructions o have
the sanitEation booths erected
by the Somko Rescue Team
removed,” he said

He added that his efforts in
helping the central govern-
ment fight the coronavirus
pandemic were being seutthed
due to “petty palitics”,

“T'm still the governor of
Nairobi County who Swore to
defend and protect the great
peopleof Naimobi and the Con-
stitution” sald Sonko

Signing ceremony

Soinko and Devohation Cabi-
net Secrotary Evgens Wamal-
wasigned the Deed of Transfer
of four key functions to the
national government on Feb-
ruary 25 ot State House, Pres)-
dent Uhurn Kenyatta and Sen
ate Speaker Ken Lusaka wit
nissid the ceremany.

The move was meant to
ensure the smooth running of
services at o time when the
governor was barred from
nooessing hisoffoe at City Hall
owver graft charges,

Sonko was also facing an
impeachment motion from
members of Nafrobi County
Assembsly,

After the handover of fune
tions, the president created
the Nalrobi Metropolitan Ser-
vices (NMS) and appointed
Maj Gen Abdala Badi to head
the autharity, deputised by
Enos Momanyl.

Sonkn has had a frosty rela-
tionship with NMS, with ten
sions escalating in recent
weeks over the redeployment
of 6,000 City Hall workers to
the newly created agency.

He dsorejected the Nairobi
County Supplementary Appro-
priation Bill that seels to allo
cate more than Shl5 billion to
WNMS for the rransferved fune-
tions, saying the proposed
allocations were contrary to
the Deed of Transfer.

Curfew rules will apply during holy month of Ramadhan, says Uhuru

President Uburu Kenyatta has
declared that curfew rules will not be
relaed during the Holy month of Rama-
dhan

This comes after Deputy President
‘William Ruto met a delegation of Muslim
leaders ot his Karen residencs in NairobL

W told Christians during Easter that
you cannot mark this holiday. We
respect all religions but wehave said that
let us all celebrate and mark these reli-

gious days in our hames, on radio and on

“learmot tedl you now whether we will

Hassan Naado, Secretary-General

dominant contribution in the fight

refevision.” the president urged during
an interview with a local radio station
vesterday.

He added, "1 ask our Muslim brothers
and sisters to mark the holy month of
Ramradhan ke they have not done before
because these are extmordinary times,”

Uhuru also said the government was
et to make a decisionan whether or not
toextend the 30-day curfew,

extend or lift the curfew guidelines. It
will all depend on the disease. Our hig
gest tnskis tosave lives " he explained his
priority ageneda. Dr Ruto met the delega-
thon of Muslim beaders led by former
Mombasa Senator Hassan Omar,

Ruto on Tuesday confirmed through
his Tweeter handle meeting with
Supreme Council of Kenya Muslims
(Supkem) leadership led by Chairman

Mohamed Mahat, the Jamia Mosgue
leadership represented by Prof Abdul-
latif Essajee and Prof Fatma Al who
represented Sisters with a Mission and
other Muslim Women Networks at his
Karen office,

“We acknowledge the role religious
institutions play in complementing gov-
emnment éffarts in the health sectar; in
particular, we salute the Supkem for its

agalrst the Covid-19." the DP said.

He urged Muslims to adhere to govern:
ment regulations to curb the spread of
eoronavins,

Waijir West MP Ahmed Kolosh said
they sought the DP's support to help vl
nerable Musiims during Ramadhan, “We
sought his assistance on how to support
disadvantaged Muslims in Nairobi,” he
sitil, [Rosetyne Obala and Cyrus Ombati]
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Pandemic. Cases in Somalia have jumped from 26 to 237 in one week, Ethiopia has 116 cases, while Tanzania has recorded 254 cases up from 32

Manderaonred
alert as Somalia

virus cases spike

Covid-19 cases in Kenya
surpass the 300 mark as
State turns focus to
neighbouring countries.

By Graham Kajilwa
and Roselyn Obala

mewscesk@stancardmadac ke

The government is now pay-
Ing close attention to neigh-
bouring countries following a
spike in Covid-19 cases.

Health Cabinet Secretary
Wt Kngwe singled our Man-
dera as one of the counties with
akigh risk of imported cases, as
the country reconded seven new
coronavirus cases, raising the
total fo 303,

Mandera. which was vester-
day placed under lockdown for
21 days, borders Somalia and
Ethiopia

In just o woek, cases in Soma-
lia b gone 1 friom 26 to 237,
Ethiopta has 116 cases, whils
Tanzania, also injust one week,
has recorded 254 cases up from
a2,

“These develogunents should
comeern s, They might trans-
late into afrightening reality for
the Horn of Africa.” said Mr
Kagwe.

As aresultof the porous bor-
der berween Manders and
Somalia, Kagwe said the county
has now registered two more
cases, rakking the number fo
eight,

Hunted down

“As part of the containment
measures, the government. has
todiy directed restriction of
movement in and out of Man-
dera,” he saidl.

This now puts five counties

ander lockdown after restric-
thoms in Nadrobd, as the regional
hub for stopover transitions
through Jomo Kenyatta Inter
nationi Airport, and Monibasa,
Kilifi and Kwale, which have
routes aceessible to Tanzania,

“Given these realities, the
general sentiment of comfort
wWe are witnessing s mis-
placed.” Kagwe said, adding
that, “a% a government, our
planning and actions are
informed by the global trends
and analysis”

The CS noted that Inpises, Hke
the ‘prison breaks” staged in
uarantine centres, would end
up costing the country,

“1t is very difficult to fathom
how an individual who knows
verywell they are not in prison,
would escape, vet you are there
50 that we can protect those
around you and yourself, too,”
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5o far

Contacts traced 2

Number of patients per county

Total numbes
of confirmed
Cowid-19 cases

Total targeted for Numiber of Isolation

mass testingby lune  centres 33

50,000 Numiber of hospitals.

Number of testing for

kits available 25,000  survelllance 20
B ioin e

the last 26 hours 70T households

Hurmber of test for snveillance

centres 10 i 100,000

sl Kagowe
The CS urged escapees from
Manders and Kenya Medical
Training College (KMTC) in
Nairobi to surrender 1o the
polioe or be hiimted down.

*T o sure & Layimgs wiith amy
individual whom you know
very well jumped over the
fence at KMTC, then that
decision may end up costing
your life or that of your
child,"” Kagwe warned.

Some of the escapees were
aggrieved by the govern
meent’s decision to extend the
mandatory quarantine fol-
lowing their foilure to
observe socil distance,

Individuals under guaran-
tine heave ben prioritised for
mass testing, Others are
health workers, residents in
informal settlements (Kibra
and Kawangware), and Ken
va Ports Authority staff in
Mombasa,

80 far 15,124 samples have
been tested. with 707

etwepen Tuesday and Wednes-
day when seven tested positive,
All seven are Kenyans - six in
Maonrhasa and one in Nairobi,
“Six are from targeted mass
testing and one was picked by
surveillance teams,” sakd the
€5, The individuals are aged
between 21 and 61,
Additionally, nine patients
have tested negative, raising
the mumber of recoveries to 83,
The government tirgets test
ing 250,000 people by June,
Some 25000 kits have been
cheploved to Kckstart mass test-
g
Yesterday, Interior Cabinat

“given these
realities, the
genexal sentiment
of comfort we

are witnessing is
misplaced.”

Health Cabinet Secretary
Mutahi Kagwe

Secretary Fred Matiang'|
chaired a special session of the
National Security Advisory
Committee that sanctioned the
additional measure o contain
the spread of coronavirus.

He sakd: “This follows the
escalationof commemnity-based
infections in Mandera County
andon account of the classifica
tionof the county as an infected
areq.”

Mandera County has eight
cases, Kilifi 10, Mombasa 67 and
Nairobi 207 Kenya has so far
recorded 14 deaths.

The president also directed
the National Command Centre
on Coromavirus to review the
enforcement of public health
measures rolled out to curb
Infections in Mombasa, Kwale
and Kilifi counties.

This review is meant to intro-
duce more stringent measures
toenhince enforoement.

“The results of this review
will be announced in the nest 48
Thours,” the C5 said,

bidders d Tender o
Infprmatan Portal Mep//tenders.go.ke fee of charge

Interested and eligible bidders MUST upload their bids documents through G.O.K IFMIS Suppliers Poral
wwnsuppliertreasury goke and dop a hard copy tender documaent as specified belos.

interested bidders should note that only thiss meeting the riteda inditated in ender douments, supported by
relmant docum ents at submission will be consldensd for funfer sl uation

Further, Prspedie bidders ae advised to check the detalled speciications, requirements terms and conditions in
the terder document

Compiated Tender documents ame 1o be endosed in a plin sealed srwvelops marked with Tender Mame and
Reference Mumber ard deposited in the Terder box situated m the reception of Nyandana County Assembly
located in former O Kalou Town Council opposite O Kalou Polce Satan or he addressed io: -

Tha Clark

County
PO Box 770-10003,

‘ol walou.
50 i 10 be recehed on of belone Monday, 11 May, 2020 at 11.00 AM. (Local Time).
Tenders will be opened immedintely thereafter in the Proasement Olfice located in the former OF Kslou Town

‘Council cpposite Ol Kalou Police Station inthe presence of tenderers’ or their representatives who choose 10 atend
the opening.

NOTE: Latse Tendes shall not be accepted.

61,000 apply for PSC jobs

More than 61000 applications
were sent to the Public Service
Commission after the govern-
ment announced plons torecrudt
6000 healthworkers in the wike
of Covid-19 outhreak.

The number, 10 times higher
than what the government is
lookirg for, is a dear indication of
the demand for jobs in the sector,

Ninety per cent of the 6,000
will be deploved tocounties while
the rest will be sent to national
hospitals.

In & letter to the Ministry of
Health, Public Service Commis-
sion Secretary Siman Rotich said
the applications had been segre
gated per eadre and county pref-
ETENCE.

“Your are requested to foramrd
the list of counties that require
the commission's intervention in
terms af shortlisting and recruit-
ment," Rotich said in the letter,

The Ministry of Health had
directed all counties tohire more
healthworkers in prepamation for

MOTE COTOMAVITES Cases.

All level Four, five and six hos
pitals had also been directed to
hire additional health workers.

Last week, President Uhuru
Kenyattadirected the Health and
Public Service ministries to
develop a welfare package to
riwartl health workers in the
fromt e a5 the country contin-
wes to register more cases. Uhu
i said such an incentive would
maotivate the medics. [Cyrus
Ombati]
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Coronavirus. Iit's not clear if partial opening of schools is an option

Uhururulesout
suspension of
national exams

neyesciesh s tandardmedia . ie

The government i making
CMEFEENCY Preparations to
have all candidates resume
lenrning and to sit national
examinations at the end of
the vear.

Pregident Uhuru Kenyatta
yesterday rubed out suspen-
sion ofthis vear's Kemya Cer-
tificate of Primary Education
(KCPE) and Kenya Certificate
of Secondary FEdueation
(KCSE) examinations amid
the ravaging effects of the
Covid-19 pandemic that has
disrupted the school calen-

ar.

President Kenyatta sald
his adminkstration will issue
spacific giidelines on how
the candidates will resume
learning and lauded the
ongoing onling teachings
through radbo and television
alred programmes.

“The Ministry of Educa-
tion is preparing for post
Covid-19. Major expectations
from parents is how the can-
didates will sit their national
emminations,” Uhuru sald
vesterday during a morning
interview broadeast by vari-
o Swahil local radio sta-
tions.

Various options

The assurance of learning
and national examinationsis
in line with what Cabinet
Secretary George Magoha
(pictured) said tast Sunday
that his minkstry is webghing
variois options for the edu-
cation sector under the pre-
valling crisis.

It was, however, not clear
whether partial opening of
achools for condidates is
among the options the min-
istry s considering as time
ticks towards the official
opening date for second term
in May,

The president said the 12
milBon candidates registerad
for KCPE and KCSE exams
should not worry os all meas-
ures were being put in place
to ensure they sit their
ENAMS,

"Our position is that the
candidates will sit their
e, Wieare st looking at
the adjustiments we need to
make on when it will happen,

mnd what we need to do for
tham to eatchup on the tima
they have lost,” he sald.

However, teachers have
proposed restricted opening
of schodls to cushion candi-
dates and safeguard the edu
cation calendar for proper
transition in December. Ken
ya Secondary School Hepds
Association (Kessha) nation-
al officials yesterday said if
Kesryvans adhere to the Minis-
try of Health guidelines, par-
tial opening of schools would
e comsidered.

Kessha national chairman
Kahi Inclirudd, in his advisory
to the Ministry of Education,
proposed that Form Three
and Four students should be
allowed back toschool under
restricted protocoks. For pri-
mary schools, Standand Sev
on and Eight pupils would
also beallowed back to class-
5.

Soclal distance

Indimuli said with the rest
of learners at home, it would
be practicable to keep chil-
drenspread across the other
empty classrooms and dor-
miftories for safe sockal dis-
tancing.

“This would also call for a
change in internal school

timetables because a class
may only hold & madmmm of
10 students to avodd crowd-
Ing," said Indimmli.

Knut Secretary General
Wilson Sossion said with
social distancing and other
preventive measures of Cov-
id-19, Standard Fight and
Form Four students can go
back toschool.

“We ean assure Kenyans
that we can prepare children
for examinations, which will
be done in time &nd this reso-
nates with the wishes of all
chikdren,” said Sossion.

HKuppet Secretary General
Akello Misori said they are
not opposed to partial open-
ing of schodls as long as
safety of ehildren and teach-
ers 15 guaranteerd.

Candidates safety

“Everyone is anxious if
safety concerns have been
addressed to support partial
learning,” said Misori,

In his proposals, Indinmli
advised that before partiol
opening of schools happens,
the Ministry of Health must
fumigate all the schools facl-
ities, He asked for immediate
stop in usage of the institu-
tions as isolathon centres.

“They should also provide
face masks and sanitisers in
schools for candidates,
teachers and the support
staffan duty,” said Indimudi.

For boarding schools, he
sald total quarantine rules
shall apply with teachers
staying away from school
compound being cosely
monitord, Day schools will
require the government to
ensure availability of run
ning water and soap for hand
washing and sanitisers.

“All schools misst be given
the tempernture guns, which
shall be used during every
break to monitor students
and details strictly record-
ed, " safd Indirmuli,

Hie said partial opening of
schools must be implement -
ed before end of June. If
more time is st it may be
hard torecover. Students lost
three weeks of first term
when schools closed.

Prof Magoha yesterdiy
declined to comment on the
availahle options being con-
sidered, but said the country
has not reached a level of
cancelling the mamintions.

“I am aware parents are
very apprehensive, The gov-
ernment has ot pronoanced
itself that the exam will be
postponed,” said Magoha,
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CSaccepts
blame over
Siaya burial

Health Cabinet Secretary
Mutahi Kagwe has admitted that
Slaya County Health officials
erred in the indecent burial of
former Kenya Ports Authority
emploves James Omyangn

In & response to queries by
Senate Ad hoe Committes on the
handling ofthe body, Kagwe said
the barrial did not meet the World
Health Organisation guidelines
on Safe Management and Dis-
posil af Human Remains in the
comvtext of Covid

The question by Staya Senator
James Orengo following a public
outery had on April 15 sought
answers from the Ministry of
Health over the manner in which
Cryango’s body was handled

sty

In a short video which went
wiral an social media, two people
in protective gear could be seen
offinading the body from the back
of & pick-up after which they
threw it into a grave.

The Senate Committes had
songht to know the exact cause of
Omyango's death

In his response, Mutahi regret
ted the incident and also con-
firmed that Onyango died of the

virns, He did not say whether
thiose Habbe will be hedd account-
ahla.

“We sinoerely regret the indi-
dent regarding the burial of
James Orvimgo. It is ot the wish
of the ministry to conduct the
baerial as it happened,” he said,

Kagwe's apology comes barely
a week after Onyango's family
moved to court secking to have
the body exhumed to enable
them conduct adecent burial for
thetr loved ome. [Kevine Omolio

Legislation

Bill to boost
war on virus

Pubfic health officers in Nyeri
coulid soon have powers to enter
any home or vehicle if they sus-
poct the Covid-19 response meas-
e are heing Aoured, anew les-
islation tabled in the county
assembly has prospered,

The Nyeri County Cosid-18 and
Highly Infectious Diseases
Responese Eill, 3020, was tabled in
the county assembly on Tuesday
and underwent its first reading.

Health Services committes
chakrpersan.Joseph Maina talided
thie draft Law, which proposes the
formation of Infactious Diseases
Coordinarion Committes to peo
wide for recrustment and deploy-
mentof tEmpomry extr sesoure-
&5,

Public health officers will, how
ever, have (o issue a repsonable
notice to the owner of the house

or vehicke. [LydiahNyawia]
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Homeless. Grabbing of the prime Ruailand had, for years, hampered efforts to expand sewerage treatment plant

End of party for grabbers in
dispute over prime city land

Officers at Easton Park
Police Post evicted
from 3,000-acre land
belonging to the Nairobi
City County whose
ownership was mired in
endless controversy.

By Mases Michira
mewstesbifstandadimesa coke

Until yesterday, Easton Park
that was associated with a
powerful politiclan w 5
suarded as a military installa-
tion, complete with intells-
gence officials and a police
post.

Photographing anywhiere
around the 3.000-acre area
belonging to the Nairob City
Coumtywas stricthy prohiited,
while the hawhk-eved sacurity
afficers would ordinarily har-
nss passers-hy

Modest estimites place the
vatue of the property at Sh2s
billion, minus the develop
ments theretn, including the
femce and foundations ofwhat
is thought to be warchouses.

But it was a totally different
story yesterday, as the officers
watched helplessly, loaded
their belongings, ncluding
mttresses, onto polics vehi-
cles, and sought new accom:
modation. It was evident that
there was no prior warning
that the eviction was beckon
ing given the leved of ambush
for the officers residing in a
doren mabati huts.

Government excavators
roared to the property on the
Fringis of Ruai Sewerage Plant
an Tuesday evening, backedup
with hundreds of police offic
s draw from various units
- inchiding the GSL,

Ffty trucks

The officers were ferried in
their numbers from most of
the police stations anund the
dty innoless 50 trug
fiend off any possible hostility,
even though there was none by
end of day.

It provided locals with & mne
peak into the property that
Tad for long been an ordinary
wrazing ground before a fence

Caterpillars descend on the 2,000-acre parcel in Ruaithat has
been at the centre of a row between Nalrobi City County and
private developers. INSET: Easton Palice Stathon that was also
demalished. BELOW: [tams being mawed away. | DN ass

Standard)]

wias erected and heavy con
striction works stirted. Many
locals were by Wednesday
afteTnoon scave iging for steel
left bhehind after the struc
tures, including the gate paint
ed in Administration Police
colours, were flattened.

By yesterday evening, offic-
ers attached to Easton Park
Paolice Post were helpless, as
their rolleagues helped have
them kicked out just like any
other tenants, who include a
Chinese contractor, [t would
mark the end of a protracted
battle between Nairobi Cotn-
&y, which operates the sewer
age treatment plant, and a -
any of grabbers, including the
senjor politician, acconding to
area MCA John Kamangu.

Mr Kamangu teold The
Standard the planned munici-
pality belonged to the senior
pofitician, echoing what neizh:
bours and fellow MCAs have
forlong held

“A huge property develop-
ment, whichwe think i owmned
by the seniorafficial, was com

mg up there, Tam aware i has
been demolished,” said the
MCA. Senior government offi-
clals, including Water and
Sanigation Principal Secretary
Joseph Irungu, tageed off the
demaolition, citing the need to
protect the facility for the
expansion of the sewerage
treatment plant.

“Tt is the only waste water
treatment plant reserved for
sewerage rreatment for Nai
robil City for now and genoera-
tions to corme, ™ Mr Irungu said
in astatement co-signed by his
Lands counterpart Nicholas
Murmgr.

They indicated that the
expansion of the sewerage
treatment plant was on course
and scheduled to start in July
after the State prooured a Shao
billior-loan for the project

Crrly halfof the dty s served
by & sewerage line while the
rest have to make do with own
disposal facilities includingbio
digesters, latrings and in
shums, fiving tollets.

Grabbing of the Rual land
has hampered previouselforts
o expmnd the sewerage treat-
ment plant whose initial
capacity was intended to last

For the nearly three dec-
ades, the popudation has more
than quadrupled against accel-
erated migration to the city in
search of employment oppor
Tuinifies.

As the seemingly idle and
forgotten property stood by,
thousands of squatters moved
m and have since sold o sev
eral layers of unsuspecting

buyers. Criminal gangs have
aiften e de ploved by the di-
ferent grabbers o push out
rivals, lesding to tens of
deaths, The Standard has
learnt.,

Representatives of the grab-
bers have previousty claimed
to have been granted
the banc in the 19%0s - & period
when paliticians dished out
government property in
exchange of popularity, bat
with little regand to the collec
tive needs of the country,

Backed by police

Each of the squatters esti-
meated at 5,000 was allocated
an ¢ighth of an acre, which
they intended 1o build homes
om, but were vislenthy uproot
ed from seven years ago. They
world be forcefully evicted in
December 2003 by a gang that
was becked by police officers.

This has now gone full cycle,
as the evicted sguatters
watchied in joy s their tormen-
torwas kicked out as well.

Government records relat
img to the land that weas intend
ed for the expansion of the
sewerage Creatment plant
show it should have yevertad
to government after the imeg
ular allocation.

GG Gachihl, the Registraraf
Titles, had in 2010 canceled the
alloeation to the said private
developers through o gazette
notice, which would effectively
have meant that even the
squatters woild not have a
clam on the land,

“Wheris the parcels whose
details are describedunder the
Schedule herein below were
allocated and titles issued to
private developers, it hascome
to the notice of the govern-
ment that the said parcels
of Land were reserved for
lie purposes und
provisions of the Consti
of Kenya, the Gowern-
ment Lands Act{Cap 2800 and
the Trust Land Act (Cap 288),"
he ruiled.

Mr Gachihi specifically
made reference to paroeks Nai-
robi LR 208/11157, Naircbi LR
1287973, Nairobi LR 120794,
Nairobi LR 13444 and Nairobi
LR 13446, which were illegally
subsdivided parcel 12079 - the
areq around the sewerage
treatrment plant

ons  were,
therefore, llegal and unconsti
tutional, Under the circum-
stamces and n view of the pab-
lic need and interest. the gov
ernment revokes all the said

The Standard
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Investigation. Today's postmortem expected to provide way forward

DCI grills gospel
singer again over
husband’s death

Detectives went to
Matete’s home in Athi
River to collect
evidenceto help
establish events that
preceded gas cylinder
explosion.

By Cyrus Ombati
fewstes kifstandardimeda.cnie

Gospel musician Ruth
Matete was on Tuesday
guestioned for a second time
by police afficers nvestigat-
ing the death of her hushand,
John Apewajoye.

M Matote wis summned
o the Directorate of Criminal
Investigations (DCD) head-
quarters where she spent
hours respanding to ques-
Thems.

The 2012 Tusker Project
Fame star was in the com-
pany of her father Abel
Amunga, lawyer Robert
Oelamgza and a female friend.

Mr Odanga told journalists
that his client was asked to
narmate the events that led to
the gas cylinder explosion
accident, which had been
reparted as the cause of Ape-
wiajoye's death.

Offer answers

His postmortem was
moved to today, and will
offer some arswers is to the
possible cause of death, Ape-
wajoye, 8 Nigerkan, died in
hospital after sustaining
burns from a gas cylinder
explosion in the couple’s
house at Great Wall Gardens
Estate in Athi River,

The incident, on March 30,
was initially described as an
accident by DO detectives
based ot the Athi River Folice
Statlon, However, police say
they want to ensure all
doubes are cleared by han
dling it professionally.

The detectives handling
thie case sald they hope the
avtopsy will indicate the next
Steps.
“The postmortem will,
amang other issues, say if he
died as a result of the fire
incident. We will then know
how to move forward,” said
Jobn Kariuki, head of investi-
gations at the DCL

Any other interested par-
ties in the ease have been
asked to present their
pathologist in the postmaor-
tem.

The detectives also went
o Matete Athi River home to
collect more evidence to help
them establish the events

!

John Ap

Ruth Matete and their
mmnmmsnmmmmmn.n Standard]

that preceded Apewajove's
death.

Detectives fram the homi
cide unit have taken over the
probe nto the April 11 inci-
dent from their colleagues
from Athi River. The team
reconstructed the scene of
the incident as narrated by
Matete,

Apevwajoyesbody isat the
Kenyatta National Hospital
mortuary. The Nigerian
embassy in Nairobi has said
It will not conduct a separate
probe into th incident.

Matete said Apewajoye
was initially takento Shalom
Hospital and later trans-
ferred to Bellevue Hospital
where he admitted into the
high dependency unit before
being moved tothe Kenvatta
Mational Hospital where he
suceumbed to his injuries,

Durdng her grilling by
detectives orywhat lad toher
husband’s death, Matate,
wh i two months pregnant,
told police her husband died
two weeks after he suffered
barn wounds at their house,

Police and officials from
the Energy and Petroleum
Regulatory Authority (EFRA)
visited the houwse where the
incident happened aftera gas
oviinderexploded. The cylin
der ls among exhibits eol-
lected from the house for
further analysis.

Experts from EFRA are
helping the palice to find out
if the cylinder was faulty at

the time of the ncident. They
are also working with the
company that supplied the
cylinder to the couple as part
of the probe.

Matete told the police her
husband's upper body was
burnton March 30 at around
Spmafter afailed attempt to
light their sbx-kilogramme
gas cylinder after arefil. She
said the Nigerian was wear-
ing only & pair of trousers
when he took the cylinder
firomm thefr kit chen to the hal-
cony after he thought it was
over-refilled and wanted to
ralease some of the gas.

Seaking help

Shee sabd immediately after
hie tried o lghe the cylinder,
it exploded, engulfing him in
flames. He rushed into the
house for help,

Matete then ran to the
bedroom to get a duvet to
cover him and put out the
Rames while screaming for
help, which attracted the
attention of her neighbours,
He was nushed to the nearby
Shalom Hospital.

O April 5 Apewsioye was
referred to the Kenyatta
Mat konal Hespital. Hedied on
April 11, hawving sustained 600
per cent baurns.

Matete announced the
death through social media

Kenyatta National Haspi-
tal said it would provide all
the information it has to the
palice,
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, LIVESTOCK, FISHERIES AND cnorr.nmf
(STATE DEPARTMENT OF CROP DEVELOPMENT AND AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH)

INV”RTION TO0 BID
Credit No: PISETRA-KE

1. The Govermment of Kenya has received finandng from the Ward Bank toward
the cost of the implementation of the Kenya Climate Smart Agricultural Project
(KCSAP), and intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the
shown contracts.

2. The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Cooperatives, State Department
of Crop Development and Agricultural Research now invites sealed bids from
eligible bidders for goods/works as shown below to be delivered at Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Cooperatives, Kiimo House, Cathedral Rd.
Mairobi.

|MOALFAC/SDCD/
|KCSAP/NEDI/01/2019-|

|Supply and Delivery of Mator Vehicles|Open |
-2@:0 |

MDALF&C;’SDCD&!R ehabilitation and Upgrading of Wajir |Open On Tue
[KCSAP/WAIIR/ Livestock Training Instrtute (Building 5 May
|WK5/002/2019-2020 Works) |2020
|3 IMDALFAC/SDCDA&AR/ [Rehabilitation and Upgrading of Wajir |Open On Tue |
[KCSAP/WRAJIR/ estock Training Institute (Electrical 5% May
| WKS/003/2019-2020 |and Mechanical Works) | 2020

3. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding procedures as
specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement of Goods under DA Credits
& Grants by World Bank Barrowers. dated Jonuary 2011 and revised in July 2014
- {("Procurement Guidelines”), and is open to all eligible bidders as defined in the
Procurement Guidelines. In addition, please refer to paragraphs 1.6 and 1.7 setting
forth the Warld Bank's policy on conflict of interest.

4, Interested ehgible bidders may obtain further information and inspect the
bidding documents at the Kenya Climate Smart Agricultural Project, (KCSAP)
Procurement Office situated at Capitol Hill Towers, Cathedral Road Mairobi E-mail:
inforfkesap.goke; Telephone: +254-020-2715466; wwwhkilimogoke from
Monday to Friday excluding weekends and public holidays during office hours East
Africa Time from 0800hours = 1700hours

5. A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased by interested
eligible bidders upon the submission of a written application to the address below
and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee of KES. 1000/=. The method of payment
will be cash or Bankers Cheque in favour of the Pdndp-ll Secretary, State
Department of Crop Development and Itural Research at the cash office
situated at Kilime House, Lower ground floor; Cathedral road, Nairabi. The
bidding document may be collected from the KCSAP Supply Chain Management
office upon production of a purchase receipt. The bidding documents may be also
downloaded free of charge from the Ministry's Website: www kilimo,.go ke. Bidders
wha download the bidding doecument are requested to inform the Procuring Entity
and fully provide their contact detalls. This will be used in the event of a need to
communicate to all the interested bidders.

6. Bids must be delivered to the address below and submitted on or before 10.00
a.m. East Africa Time on 23" e 2020, Electronic bidding will not be permitted,

Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be publicly opened in the presence of the
bidders’ designated representatives and anyone wha choose to attend.

7. All bids must be accompanied by a “Bid Security” in the form of a Bank Guarantee
as follows:

on ansd Upﬁ‘admg o{'l-\'apr Livestock Training
instmne (Building Wo

3 [Rehabiltation and Upgrading of Wajir Livestock Training
Institute (Electrical and Mechanical Works),

The bid security must be valid for 28 days beyond the validity date of the tender.

8. Complete tender documents (Driginal and one copy) are to be enclosed in a plain,
sealed envelope clearly marked with the tender reference number and be deposited
in the tender box at Kilimo House and be addressed te:

The Principal Secretary

State Department of Crop Development and Agricultural Research,
Kilimo House

Cathedral Road, P.O. Box 30028-00100

Telephone: +254-02-27T18870

Fourth (4th) Floor Room No. 428

MNAIROBI

KENYA




Golden Hearts

Busia. Locals storm farm and help themselves to sweet harvest

Couplegives families
two acres of potatoes

There is no market for
produce as a result of
movement restriction
and closure of schools.

onarga @ standanimediaco

Alfred Etyang and his wife
Julian Anyango have been
cultivating sweet potatoes
for the last two decades,
thanks to skills they acquired
From Kenya Agricubture and
Livestoek Organisation
(Kalro),

Their two acres of patato
plantation Iocated in Kwan-
oo, Teso SouthConstit-
ency, wis due for harvesting
last mcnth

However, the Covid-19
pandemic spotled the party
for the couple as the govern-
mient's directive restricting
movement ensured they
coudd not reach theiroustom

Besides selling raw pota-
toes, Mr Bryang, a catechist
at Ehwirale Catholie Parish,
and his wife, engoge in value
addition.

Thiey make bhajia, cakes,
erigps, chips, chapati and
mandazi from potatoes and
sell to local secondary
schools,

However, the closure of
sehools, which are thebr madn
customers, and rest ctions
of movement to Mairobi
because of coronavirus, com
plicated matters for them.

They had alao found anew
client in Nairobi and had
mooted plans to use matatas
to-transport the potatoes to
the cogital city for their cus-
bomer, But that was not tobe,

Last woek, the pair decid-
ed to let residents of Kvwan-
gomor harvest potatoes to
enable themn feed thedr fami-
lies fizced with hunger as the

mnhm!nl(mm.‘ha South,

generosity, [gnaths Ddanga Standar

Comvid 19 pandemic parsises.

The locals hurriedly
stormed the farm armed
with hoes and helped them-
salves to the sweet harvest.
“We have no market for our
produceat the moment, that
is why we decided to allow
residents of Kwangamor to
harvest the potatoes and
foed their families during
this difficult thmees, " said Ety-
g,

He added: "Once locals
hewve harvested thelr entiredy
we shall embark on prepar
ingz the lard to plant potatoes
afreshand continue with our
business,”

Anyango said her Eamily
alone could not feed on two
acres of the crop. “The
knowledge we acquired

"

d]

helped s to start valus addi
thon. We sell various prod-
uets to schools and get mon-
aid Anyango,

tvang nofed that this was
the best time for people in
need to be remembered by
those with sufficient food.

The beneficiaries
expressed gratitude to Ery-
s family. Mildred Awing
is one of the beneficiaries
She harvested a full sack.

“This s agood gesture and
we are happy as it will cush-
ion us for some days,” said
i,

Resila Etvang, another
beneficiary, said: “1 was not
expecting that we would be
allowed to harvest potatoes
for free”

withsome of the benefickaries of his

Prepare land

She is ready to assist the
Etyangs to prepare the kand
for planting of tubers to
reciprocate the favour.

“1 would have spent some
money to buy the potatoes,
but because | was ghven for
free, I will help the catechist
during preparation of the
land " she said,

Although John Ekombe
harvested the potatoes, he
sympathised with Envang for
having no market to sell the
farm produce,

“W do not take his gener-
osity for gronted becatise he
used money (o cultivate the
potatoes, bt he has decided
togiveus at no cost.” he said.

Eldoret
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Meet Makena, officer
making free masks for

Amid the gloom and uncertainty
eaused by coronavirus, Caroline
Makera, apolice comstable based af
Tot Polioe Stathon in Elgeyo Marak-
wet has chosen 10 be the reason
residents look forward to brighter
divys ahead,

Makena, 28, juggles betwesn her
police duties and sewing masks,
which she gives out to residents for
free;

For the bast twoweeks, the afficer
whao was posted to the station in
2016 has been sewing masks that
are later distributed to Marakwet
East residents.

Makena said she started making
the masks after nealising miost of
the residents were not pulting
them on because they were either
too expensive to afford or were not
available, especially in the villages
far from town.

“This is my way of giving back to
the society and | am glad it is help-
ing. 1 aoquired tailoring skills at the
National Youth Service where [
went through before joining the
force, and sinee 1 had a sewing
machine, | thought why not help
people in such crucial times,” she
noted.

Her colleagiies are also benefit
ingg fromm bt kind gesture,

Currently, she is producing 50
face masks daily as she is baying
the mnterials out of her pocket.

Having combed the town in
search ofa mask for herown useas
5000 a5 the government announced

Marakwet re

sidents

it was mandatory to wear one in
public, she was forced to send for
ot in Eldorat, which i about 140
Kilometres away. Thisalsoinspired
her to start making the masks for
the residents.

Hassan Kiptoo saidthe first time
Makena went to distribute the
masks, the residents thought she
wis out to arvest those not wearing
them only to realise her mission
wis totally different,

“We thank Madam Makena for
her kind gesture. We didn't know
wee could get such help, especially
fromm a podice officer, ™ said Kiptoo,

Area Assistant County Cormimis-
slomer ] inus Kot thanked Makena
for going out of her way to help the
residents.

“Access toface masks has beena
big challenge. Priority has been
given to health workers so seeing
somenne taking the initiative to
help insuch difficult times isa great
gesture” area Public Health officer
Jernifer Chelang's sald.

Ms Chelang's also urged other
taibors acmss the region toembark
on production of cheap cloth
masks, which are also reusahle,

This is not the first time Makena
has gone out of her way tohelp the
society, Until last month, together
with her collesmees at the post,
they have been going around
schools in Kerio Valley, giving les-
s0ns on reproductive health, sexal
offences and gender-based vio-
lence.

Rivatex to produce 50,000 face masks daily to beat market demand

Hivates Company has procured
more machines toboost produc-
tion of face masks in the wake of
Cowid-19 pandemic.

The newly acquired gadgets
will ersure the company mokes
50,000 face masks up from the
current 30,000 daily.

Rivatex Managing Director
Thomas Kipkurgat saidthere had
been o high demand for the
masks following the govern-
ments directive that Kenyans
wegr them always.

“We have steppad up our pro-
ductlon aimed at providing a

solution to the public, which ks in
dire need of PPRs (Personal Pro-
tective Equipment} during this
pandermic,” the MD said yester-
day.

Hie sald thelr employees hove
o work day and might to meet the
high demand. “There is certainly
ashortage of quality masks in the
market, We have two approved
varieties, woven and non-
wonven, Thiy are of good quality
that meets the government set
stangdards,” he said,

Headded that they had distrib-
uted the masks to the company’s

shoge around the country.

Prof Kipkurgat said there was
adequate raw materials at the
facility before the first case of
Covid-19 was announced.

Inthe meantime, the company
has embarked on mopping all
ciotton from farmers country
wide.

He said recently approved BT
cotton has helped the company
make grality prodacts.

The company also plans to
work on producing other crucial
Ftemis required in the fight gainst
Convich18, like bed sheets and lin-

T Sy .
STV Wi

‘Workers at Rivatex, Eldoret on a mass production of face masks. The
employees work in shifts for 24 hours te achleve the mass production

targets. [Kevn Tuno, Standad]

e for hospitals,

Ussin Gishu Governor Jackson
Mandago unged the Indust riafisa
tion ministry to allocate more
resources 1o the company to
ensure daily output of masks is
over LG,000

“In North Rift region alone we
raquire over 15 million msks and
at the moment counties such as
Homa Bay are sourcing thelr
measks from Rivatex, The povern-
ment shold focus more oninno
vation from locals to fight Cov-
1d-18," said Mr Mandago. [Fred
Kibor]
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Tribute. The professor was a giant in the literary scene

Walibora had big plans for writers

Author was unapol
of his love of Kiswahili
language and literature.

Bywamw

e

“Thisis the power of creat fve
wnting - that it Fives you the
power to imagine beyond the
ordinary. ¥ou could be writing
ahout Nairobi, bt re-Imagine it;
#tevencould be a Nairobi that is
hanging in the clouds?™

Kem Walibora was respond-
ing toa guestion on how much
writers: should stick cis
when creating works of fiction.

The year was 2004 and we
University’s
ampus for the
opening ceremony of the Crea
ives Academy, a 13-week crea
tive wiriting course that Wandia
Niowa and [ had concepnuatised

Thatl was an eye-opening
moment for me, and for many
budding writers in the houss.
Prof Waliborn is one of the
giants on whose shoulders |
Tarve stood, dnd his words then,
and manmy others that he would
share with me over the next few
wears, woudd help to mould me
mto the writer and person that
1 hawve become.

1weas first introduced to Wal-
iara through his work, first os
awriter, ind then & a Kiswahili
mnewscaster when he would
i betwisen sentences
ing gravitas to his every pro
nouncement,

The first time that 1 met him
Trve, live" was ot the Acacia Pub-
lishers offices around
where [ was interning as an-edi-
torial assistant. | was poring
through a manuscript and, sad-
di there he was, walking
towards me in an immaculate
shimy grey suit. He smiled and
nodded but | was fromen in the
moftient, unable to acknowl-
exdge his greeting. S, being in
the presence of the man did

waonders for my momake, and my
resolve to bea sucoessful writer
-if only that I could affard such
amagnificent suit,

Tt tovode 100 years for us o meet
again. In between, we
exchanged emails - mostly from
mi ‘shooting my shot’ by pitch
ing ry moweed The Lase Villarres of
Maolo. He was extremely mi
ured in his comments.
instance, 1 once asked him,
response to his critique of KW
Wamitila's book, whether Afri
can writing apolitical and
e responded;

“My conception af pol
very broad. In my view polities
is ubiquitous and affects and
afflicts everyone and every-
thing. In that sense even
romance is political. Think
about Romeo and Juliet and
T behind the tragic pffair

% a bitter family § A
{read politics), S0 vou cannot
afford to al. It is
impossible i my conception of
politics in terms of power rela
tions. Of course [ stand to be
corrected.”

Literary scene

Our literary scene is divided
into camps. On the one side, we
have the eld guard - those who
feel that literature came and
went with Ngugi and Achebe,
On the other we have the
Kwani? new age writing that
came to chamge the status quo.
And in between [ie the rest of us
-0t 100 0kd 1o just write about
colonisation and not cool
enough to belong to the new
are.

It is in trying fo bring togeth-
erall these groups that my path
anid Walibom's merged. We had
achance meeting and [ outlined
some of my plans. He helped ma
articulate and refine what 1
wanted to do. In 2013, 13 authors
came together at the Junction
Mall for the first meet-and-
greet dubbed the "Authors Bul-
fet’, Participants included the

Hou'r!rspﬂpar!mru mmmuunmnmmmm

Ch County, y

late Binysvang Wal
Sibi-Choumu, Stanley
and Muthoni Likimani,

Walibora I-tpl e \ICK.L'H-IIL'I

ll
day is good, but is it B nd
enough™ The prodding was in
his characteristically soft but

deliberate tone, telling me [ had
nooption but to do better.

In 200 we teamed up with
Daystar University for the Crea
tive Academy, The klea was o
bulld a course designed for writ-
ers by writers. Walibora's topiles
at the cliss were always insight-
ful and brilliant. He was una-
pologetic in hils fight for the
ndoption of Kiswahililitemture
In elassmooms and lecture halls.

He was passionate aboat
looking out for other writers.
Omoe, 1 told him about a TV
appearance | had made and he
asked me if 1 hod referred

Celebrated author laid to rest

Renowmed Hinguist, author and
journalist Ken Walibora was yes
terday aftermoon buried in Trans
Nazoia County.

It tosk bess than an hour for 15
elose family members tosend off
aman ewdogised &5 an accom
plished thespian and academi
cian

The bearse bearing the body of
Prof Walibor arrived st Hurma
Bonde willage in Suwer
wa, Cherangany, at around
12.30pm.

The family strictly adbered o
the directive by local County
Commissioner Sam Ofwang that
the burial be attended by less
tham 15 peopie.

Police officers monktored the

service from adistance to ensurs
government regilations were fol
lowed,

Pastor Ken Ngusare of Jehovah
Witness led the service that took
less than 20 minutes before the
coffinwas Inwered into the grave,

Mo speeches
There were no speeches from
the fam| fhora’s stepmoth
ta later told the

media ‘-hf‘hlﬂ lost an instrumen
tal member of the family who
supported his siblings, having
assmed ftherly responsibilities
following the death of his father

"We are greatly saddened by
his death gince he wasvery help-

ful to s fmancially, This is-a sad
day since his demise has opened
& window of pain, isolation and
uncertainty,” she said.

Teachers led by §t Peter's
Mumias High School Principal
Cosmas Nabungolo described the
suthor as an educationist and a
sportsman who added value §
education by promoting the
growth of Kiswahill

“Dur young generation wit
nessed an upgrde in creative
writing which inculcated pillars
of uprightness and discipline
wrhille prormoting Fasihi. Walibora
also cherished nuriuring soccer
talents,” Mr Mabungolo said,
[ Osinicle Obara)]

day. [ Csnde Obare Standard]

anotherwriter to the producer
“You cannat appes on TV as &
guest writer every day, but the
TV station can host a writer
every day.~

He rarely missed a book
launch or literary event, and
whenever he was in attendanoce
he was fully present, his finger
on his chin. His challenge is the
reason why [ appear alongside
authors who only write in
Kiswahili at the annual Tames
shala Kiswahili.

hur Lt misset ing would have
been at Riara School's Book
Week finale, at which we wera
to be co-chief guests. But |
miissed it by a whisker because
1w fhying out of the country
the next day. | shall always
regret that.

Mow that he is gone, | am
reflecting on how Walibora eas
childhood
ntance to a
from prof to kava. He

friend
never used our age gaptolord it
over me, thus giving me an
GPPOTTIINIEY O réverse-mentor

him, He was quick to act on
advice and did not shy away
from secking help.

For example, when he com
plained that there wasn't a cen-
tral souree of Information asout
him and 1 recommended that he
should have a website, we had
wenwaliborcoke up in a week.

The profile on the she
describves him to a fault: “First

and foremost, | see myself as a
creative writer, then a literary
and cultural studies scholar
imedia
expert. Kiswahili & my language
of choice In writing creative
works, although some of my
and academic ongage

% are necessanly in Eng-
hle i1 had all the time in the
winrld, [ would be writing and
reading great books only, of
which the Bible is foremost. 1
am an avid reader, keen obsery-
er and patient lstener.”

W hadl talked about transtat
ing each other's work. In the
procrastinating spirit of wacha
rutaongea, this will now not
oo Lo PSS,

Walibaraleavesus witha col-
Fection of 40-plus books. One of
his recent pieces is a play,
Mbaya Wetn, @ eritical look at
soclety and how we are keen to
sapport people from our own
community that we know are
evil. As we go into the General
Electbon, it would be a worth
wihile read

We shoubd not et Walibora's
memaory fade away, and ther
talk of establishing a literary
award in his name. Rest oasy,
Kitkn, You came, you saw, you
comiguered

— Solar
panels

Solar
charging
ontroller,

inveratrs




Pandemic. Measures include reduction of workers onsite to a level that can allow safe social distance

Tough safety rules out
for construction firms

National Construction
Authority insists
workers should be
provided with
facemnashks and long-
sleeved aprons.

By Alkan
SRR SN AN TR 0

Contractors wishing to con-
tinue operating during the
coronavirus outbreak will
have to comply with new
guidelines to prevent the
spread at theirsites.

Natonal Construction
Authority (NCA) issued the
puidelines, which include eau-
thom on the sharing of tools
and reducing the number of
WOrkers on site,

The agency says while par-
thes to contracts arg frée Lo
decide whether to close con-
struction sites or continue,
they hirve to adopt the guide-
limes to minimise risks,

“Construction workers are
avulnerable group since they
are faced with the elevated
riskaf Cowvid-19 virus egposure
in close-knit and unhygienic

-
The new guidelines
= Agency wants contrac- uThe agency also wants
tors toamploy adminigtra-  contactors to
thee controls suchas sharing of tooks
ratating shifts m it wants chines and
B They want cfew sepa- equipment that ane shared
rated based on their work are sanitised with each
orfor larger projects, work space having ahand
creating separateentry and  sanitation point within 30
exit gates. meters of the work area.

worksiteconditions, They akso
need to keep the construction
jobs to support themselves
and their families as they ane
maporly casial labourers and
seif-employed,” NCA said in
the guideline s released earlier
inthe month

The authority said: “Ttis the
responsibifity of parties tothe
construction Contract to
determine whether tohalt the
construction works for a peri
od of time or to continue, In
the event that the parties
agree to continue with the
construction works; these
guidetines must strictly be
adhered to.”

Ome of the measures s the

reduction of the number of
warkers onsite to a level that
can allow workers keep at
lieast a metre apart.

To pchieve socinl dstance,
the agency wants contractors
toemploy adminstmtive oon-
trols such as rotating shifts,
separat ing the crows based an
their work or for larger pro-
Jects, créating sparate entry
and exit gates,

Work area

The agency also wants con-
tractors to forbid sharing of
tools and ensure machines
and equipment that are
shared are sanitised with each
work space having a hand

sanitation point within 30
metresof the work area.

1fworkers must share tools,
NCA says, the tools should be
thoroughly disinfected witha
Clorox-type wipe betwesn
users. “All pquipment, plants
and tools rist be sanitised at
the start of works twice daily,
i the marming and at cosure
of site,” it says.

Further, body temgperatires
of the construction workers
and other personnel visiting
the site should be taken on
arrival and when they leave
for home using a non-contact
infrared thermameter.

“Any employes that pre-
sents o fover or fu-like symg-
toms, is vulnerable or is Eving
with someonse inself-isolation
should not be allowed access
tosite,” NCA says.

It wants workers who
develop symptoms while at
wark advised toself-isolate at
home and shouldn't retum o
work until their period of self-
tsolathon has been completed
mnd upon clearance by a med
ical doctor from a government
hospital.
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Imported vehicles
pile up in Mombasa

Mawre: than 1000 new vehicles are stuck in Mombasa after the Nation-
al Transport and Safety Authority (INTSA) suspended registration ser-
wices due to Covid-19,

Dealers say most vehicles purchised three weeks ago have not been
collected from show rooms in Mombasa after NTSA ceased its opera-
thoms.

The NTSA suspended operations in Mombasa on April & after Cov
id-10 infections soared at the Kenya Ports Authority (KPA), Kenya Rev
enue Aut hority (KRA) and Contalner Freight Station (CFSL

“A number of emplovees from the two state agencies have been put
Inquarantine as a result of having interacted with victims,” sald NTSA
Director Geperal Geonge Niaoexplaining the suspension of operations.

Even before the letter, the NTSA had scaled down operations in
Momibeasa and wis largely conducting its business throwgh on-line.

Motor industry players n the
region termed NTSA's decision as
arbitmry and panitive saying it also
affected commercial vehicles that
play & key role in the transportation
of essential goods and serviees

Statistics from the Car Importers
Assoctation of Kenya (CIAK) show
that maore than 1000 vehicles, either
imported or purchased from local
shiowroars, have beenaffected by by
NTSA' decision,

Acrording to CIAK chairman, Peter
Otieno, the NTSA should §ift the sus
pension for at least two weeks to reg-
Ister new vehicles,

“Our members are stranded due to non-inspection of the already
soldunits. Velricles which have been sold and advance tax and inspec:
tian bookings paid for should be registered.” said Otheno.

He argued that while motor-vehicle traders acknowledge the threat
of Covid-19, the agency should have come up with novative ways to
facilivate trade and consulted widely before deciding to sespend opor -
ations,

“We appreciate and understand NTSA fears, but we think it should
have consubted us before coming up with an arbitrary decision of sus-
peniding inspections and registrations,” said Otieno,

The importers have proposed to the sgency that buyers leave their
wehiches at the Miritini Inspection Centre for inspection, after which
they will be called to collact themwithout coming info contact with the
NTSA afficials.

“Albow us to take the vehicles to inspection stations, leave them there
for you to disinfect them in the absence af our drivers, whowil leave
the details in the vehicles for identification purposes during pick-up
time,” stated CIAK'S lettor to the transpart agency. Sanga]

Flouting rules

Police arrest 10 people
at party for newborn

Celebrations to welcome a  curfew. County Police Command

Assembly approves Sh155m to fight Covid-19

The fightagainst Covid-19 received a boost
after Members of the County Assembly
approved Shi5s milion 1o be used o fight
the pandemis.

The monay is part of the Sh7387 billion
supplementary budget for financial year
20192020, which was endorsed by MCAs
affer getting the nod from Governor Hillary
Barchok

Budget and appropriastion committes
chairman Haron Kirui said the budget was
necessary in the wake of the virus that has

disrupted normal activities in the country.
He safd money will be used in coronavirus
prevention and emergency response,

Mr Kirui said the approved funds include
Shi 2 million forrecruitment of an addition
al B2 medical personnel. The Silitwet Town-
shipward repsakd the county also intends to
use Sha million to pay Rivates and locl insti
tuthoms toproduce a million masks tobe dis
tributed for freeto all residents.

Shwot Vocational Training Centre and
Konoin Technical Trakning Instiute will be

used in producing the masks: A further Shié
million will be used to pay frontline medical
personnel.

He said money has also been set asidain
the allocation for equipping and operation-
alising solation and treatment centres at
Longisa and Kobwa health facilities,

Fifteen MCAs present during the special
satting unanimously endorsed the proposal

Leader of Majority Josphat Kirui said the
fumids will halp the county to prepare for the
dheadly vinus. [Gilbert Kimuutal]

baby were yesterday cut short
after police stormed in and
armested those inattendance at @
house in Kabati market, Kandara
Sub-county, Muranga.

Ten people were put under
14-day mandatory quarantine.
Police moved in after a tip-off
from neighbours about the cale
bration. Kagundu-ini Assistant
County Commissioner Joshua
Okello led the operation to arrest
those-at the party after it was
reported that they were not
wearing masks or observing
socinl distance.

“Theywill undergn mandatory
guarantine at the Murang’a
Teachers Training College for
defying the regulations mposed
by the Ministry of Health tostop
the spread of Covid-19," said Mr
Ckedlo.

InMery, 13 people were ammest-
ed for fouting the Tpm to Sam

er Patrick Lumumba yesterday
sald the 13 were arrested as they
made their way to Meru town
from Igembe, and were quaran-
tined at the Kenya Mediol Train-
ing College (KMTC).

“We hove 13 in quamntine at
KMTC, and we will continue to
arrest more if they do not obey
the gowermment,” he said,

South Imenti OCFD Willkam
Maronga warned residents
against flouting government
directives, saying eulprits would
e placed in quarantine.

Mr Maronga sald police and
administrators had been sensits
ing residents on the dangers of
Covdd 19 ard the gubdelines put in
place to curbits spread.

“Wie have been dolrg massive
sensitisation on coronmvins in
partnership with the relevant
agencies,” he said. [Phares
Mutembial and Boniface Gikandi]

—EREEH A
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF TAITA TAVETA

» :
INVITATION TO SUBMIT WRITTEN PROPOSALS/VIEWS ON
AVIS D'APPEL A MANIFESTATION D'INTERET (PRE-QUALIFICATION) TAITA TAVETA COUNTY BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR "::' 2020-2021
TITRE DE UAPPEL D'OFFRES: TRAVAUX DE RENOVATION DES
INFRASTRUCTURES DU PORT DE KALUNDU

A UVIRA SUR LE LAC TANGANYIKA,
PROVINCE DU SUD KIVU EN REPUBLIQUE

In aceordance with the provisions of Constitution of Kenya which calls for openness,
accountability and public participation in financial matters and, as per the provsions
of Section 129 of the public Finance Management Act, 2012, the County Government
of Taita Taveta invites members of the public, private sector organizations, interested

DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO parties and all stakehaolders to submit their proposals for inclusion in the County Budget
NUMERO D'APPEL D'OFFRES: PRQ20191104 estimates for FY 2020-2021.
The draft Budget estimates for FY 2020-21 s available at the County website: www,

TradeMark East Africa (TMEA) est une organisation sans but lucratif, financée par un
nambre d'agences de développement dans le but de promouvair le commerce régional et
lintégration écanomigue en ue de PEst. TMEA a son siége & Nairobi avec des bureaux
& Addis Ababa, Bujumbura, Ill.lg:L Kampala, Dar es Salaam, Juba et au secrétariat de |a
Communauté de I'Afrique de FEst (CAE) & Arusha, TMEA appuie plusieurs initiatives pour

taitataveta.go.ke.

The county budget making process for the financial year 2020/2021 began in July
2019 with the preparation of the County Annual Development Plan (CADP) through a

atteindre ses objectifs stratégiques d'accroitre l'accés physique aux marchés; de renforcer Pa"'f'P"'O'V_ BUdg'?““jg approach. The Citizens participated in its preparation through
emvironnement commercial et d'améliorer la compéttivité des entreprises. TMEA travaille public meetings held in the Month of August 2019 throughout the County. The county
en étroite collaboration avec les institutions gouvernementales, les organisations de |a government also conducted public participation fora duning preparation of the County
société avile, le secteur privé et le secrétanat de la Communauté de IAfrique de I'Est (CAE) Fiscal Strategy Paper which outlined the county priorities, policies, projecions of
revenues and expenditure ceilings for departments. The citizens padicipated in the
Le gouvermnement de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) a requ des fonds de meetings held at the Ward Level in the Month of February, 2020.
subvention de TradeMark East Africa. TMEA, en éroite collaboration avec la Direction
Géndrale des Migrations, la Direction Gﬂ'rrlf"uk.s des Douanes et Accses et la province du To faciltate in timely consultations and adequate consideration, your proposals should
Sud Kivu ont l'intention d'ulilser une partie des fonds aux paiements duects Eligibles pour be forwarded in writing to either the Ward administrators, Sub County administrators
la modernisation des infrastructures du port de Kalundu offices and Finance and Economic planning offices in all Sub Counties. The propaosals
Cet appel doffre est lancé pour préqgualifier les entreprises inté ressdes & soumissionner pour f:cneif:g nb,:; |l;[c:|:ﬁ:: ;l;:s:im;:?;.:eﬂﬂlgmﬂﬂimm@m{m, 30 a0 be

la réahsation des travaux de rénovation des infrastructures portuaire au port de Kalundu
Les decuments de cet appel d'offres peuvent étre cbienus g hittp:/ fwww.trademarkea.
com/ get-i lved/procur /. Toutes les demandes d éclaircssements dtant le titre
et le numéro de I'appel d'offres dans le sujet donvent étre envoyées par email & Fadresse
cournic] procurement Strademarkea.com. Soumissions peuvent étre foits uniguement
par voie électronique, due au COVID-19 des soumissions en durs ne peuvent éfre

This has been necessitated by the emergence of COVID-19 that has posed challenges
to conduct public meetings where citizens can gather to deliberate on the draft budget
for FY 2020/2021. This is also in adherence to the directive from the Mmistry of Health
5usp1=nd|ngal[ public Ea!horings and the pl{-«’@ntiw MeasUnes hy the County Govemment

acceplees. of Taita Taveta to contain Corana Virus{COVID-19) pandemic.
P ; Andrew Kubo Mlawasi
La date de cloture des soumissions élecironiques est le 22 mai 2020 & 10 :00h (heure de CECM-Finance and Economic Planning

Kinshasa) ou 4 12h00h (heure de Nairobi).

TMEA n peut répondre & aucune requéte relative & cet appel d'offres 5 jours ou mains
avant la date buttoir de soumission.

COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF TAITA TAVETA
TRADE VN
MARK ﬁ\;‘"f
EAST AFRICA “‘Ir“_

Growing Presperity Through Trade o —

SINGLE BUSINESS PERMIT RENEWAL FORYEAR 2020

Standard PUBLIC NOTICE

P R@PE RTY G U]]__) E As you are aware the deadline for payment or renewal of Business Licenses

BUY | SELL L RENT | INVEST was 31st March, 2020 and being cognizant of the local economic effect
L - y i of the COVID-19 global pandemic, NOTICE is hereby given to all Business
Owners trading within the county that extension for application for new or
renewal of Single Business Permit has been extended up to 31 May 2020.

Are you selling or renting out a building or land?
Advertise in The Standard Digger Classified's

and find a suitable buyer fast and easy! Those who have not applied or renewed their licenses are encouraged to

take advantage of the extension as late payments, after 31* May, 2020, will
Call: 0719 012 555/ 0718 012 908/ / 0719 012 910/ 0719 012 901 attract a penalty of 3% per month compounded from the due date:
Email: classifiedads o standardmedia.co ke Requirements for new or Renewal of SEP

« A copy of the original previous business permit for renewal

= A copy of ID or passport or

* A copy of certificate of registration of business or Incorporation
certificate for company and PIN Certificate.

AII payments are made through;
DIRECTDEPQSITTOACC.NO40TS54017 - KCEWUNDANY| BRANCH

2‘ BANKERS CHEQUE ADDRESSED TO: TAITA TAVETA COUNTY
GOVERNMENT

3. MPESA PAYBILL NO.BE99131; ACCOUNT- Your Identity Card No Or
Stall No, Ete.

Present the Bank slip or Mpesa confirmation message to the cashier for
issuance of a receipt. Please note that cash payments are not accepted.
You can also place an advert online. « 0719 012 287 Andrew Kubo Mlawasi

@ diggeriastandardmedia.co.ke CECM-Finance and Economic Planning

You can also find us on WWwW.digger.co.ke Caunty Government of TaltaTaveta
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Punish rogue police officers who
are undermining war on Covid-19

Editorial

However, as ince the first case of Covid- 19 was con-
usual, the s:’:;ned in Kenya on March 12, fife has not
rotten apples 1 the same again.

in the police The government has gradually introduced
force have measures that requine Kenyars to docertain
been doing things or behave in certain ways in a bid to con-
their best tain the spread of the disease.

e Although eoronavinis i still spreading, the
make it to measures ordered by the government, such as
stink like a social distancirg, frequent hand washing, night
skunk, and curfew and restricting movement to and from
aven put some counties, have halped a great deal.
Kenyans' lives In faet, as the Health CS IF.GEDEOHL‘H'II?\IHSJ:Si N
ind it is these measures that will kelp us wriggle out

B (BT of the invisible enemy’s stranglehold.

However, although most Kenyans have taken
the messures seriously, a few are still playing
with fire.

That's why thepolice have been charged with
ensuring that some of these measures are
observed by the public to the latter,

Without doubt, majorty of the officers have
been doing agood job, and when the time comes

to reward the Covid-19 heroes and heroines, they

will be among those whowill be applavded or
even garlanded,
However, asusual, the rotten apples in the

peiliee foroe have boen doing thetr best to make it

rostink lke a skurk, and even put Kenyans' lives

in danger.

There have been reports of officers who have
et motorists cross their barricades to enter or
leave the counties where movement has been
banned. They have turned roadblocks into cash
oows, caring less what their greed would doto
thewar against Covid-19,

Second, these are offioers who arrest people
during curfew hours and let them go scot-free
after they fark out bribes. For them, it's business
as sl even in the season of coronivinus.

“Third, there are officers who arrest and pack
peophe like sardines in their trocks, mising the
risk of spreading the virus. The concept of social
distancing, which they help to enforee in matatus,
doasn't seem to apgly to the police vehbeles, No, bt
can't be business as usaal during this dangerous
time.

Finally, there ame officers - and they are mamy
whao clearly lack common sense. Those whio clob-
baz it oF st people without bothe ring to know
wiity they are put at night, In Mairobi, a popular
musician is reported to have been arrested after
going out at night to by medicine for his wife, At
the Coast, a man was beaten by police to death
while taking his expectant wife to hospital at
night, Only unreasoning brutes can behave this
way, Kenyans diserve and demand better treat-
ment from police at this difficult time.

g, s
Trump Surrenders another Leadership

Rele China

Reconsider proposal to up tax on power generators

i pleas for tax reductions to cushion
Renyians agamst the effects of Covid-18 a
roposal toimpose a 14 per cent value add-

ed twron power generators is il informed. weather changes,

clean energy that is desirable for its ahility to
reduice greenhouse emissions, a great contributor
tovglobal warming and the attendant erratic

An upward
adjustment
of power
cost will

The Blectricity Sector Alliance of Kenya has
come out, and rightly so, to oppose the proposed
amendments contained in the Tax (Amendrment)
Bill 2020 which, if apgrosed, will result in the bur-
den of higher costs of power being passed on to
COMSUTETS.

Clearly, Kenyans cannot bear this additbonal
cost. Of kate, President Uburu Kenyatta has repeat-
edly urged power providers not to disconnect Ken-
yitits unable to pay ther bills from electridty sup-
ply A rise in power production costs will run coun
ter tothiscall. Purther, imposition of the tax will
cliaw hack gains made towards encoumging use of

An upward adjustment in power costs will also
fiy in the face of the Big Four Apenda by negatively
impacting manufacturing which the government
seaks topromote & a means through which it will
create more employment opportunities.

Whan Uhury set out [o improve the ease of doing
business, he was aware ofthe drag thae costhy and
often erratic power supply has on manufacturing.
Many companies have been forced to close shop in
Kenya, while othershave relomted to countries
that have friendlier policies to the mamifacturing
sector, Making power cost ier would aggravate
LTS,

definitely fly
in the face of
the Big Four
Agenda

Fake news hampering
fight against coronavirus

Mohamed

A

bat the ggainst coronayi-
rus was escalated recently
wihen Kenyarecorded its

first death. Although medics
tried to save his life, the 66-year
old man, suffering from a pre
existing condition, suecumbed to
the virys

with the number of patients
rising, it i important now than
ever before, that we heed gov-
errment measares to prevent
the spread of Covid-19, A central
part of this is making sure the
information we receive is acou-
rate and written by profession
ls.

Misteading information on
how to prevent and even cure the
vimus surfaced recently on social
mexdia. Thess range from infor
mathon that [ inacairate, such
as overcoming the vins with the
help of UV lamps, to downright
dangerogs ideas, such as drink-
ing chiarine to kill germs.

Wiesawthe tragedy in Iran,
whare over 200 people died from
drinking podsonous aleohal,
wiich online sources clatmed
eould kill coronavirus. Fake news
can, indeed, be deadly. Unforti-
nately, the partial lockdown and
stary-ot-home osder have reduced
0SS to mainstream misdia,

Because most people stay and
wirk form home, acoess to aedi-
bl sources of informat ion from
the most trastid hard copy
newspapers such as The Stand-
ird has been reduced and more
and mare people search for news.
on the pandemic on the unregu-
Inted social media,

Our livelihoods

We are lucky to have a govern
ment that has proven particular-
Iy efficient in meoting the chal-
lenge now facing Kenya and the
world, Health Cabinet Secrefary
Butahi Kagwe and the Ministry
of Health have published exton-
sivie guidelines on how citizens
can bhest protect themselves, It is
these guidelines that we must
adhere to and not information
gleaned from questionable and
disreputabie sources,

Often, the simplest solutions
are the most effective, In this
case, stayving at home is the best
wiay that every ane of us can con-
eribute to the national effort to
end this pandemic,

This was enoourrged by Presi-
dent Uhurn Kernyatta through
imposition of a curfew, and s
exceptionally important. Staying

at homeis not easy for anyone, [t
affects our fives and places great
pressure on the poorest and
most vulnerable Kenyans.

However, given that we cannot
b whio is a earrier of the
virus, and in an attempt to pro-
tect the infirm, the elderdy and
our children, the curfew was
imposed with our best interests
at heart.

Kenyans are social people,
That is why the government-
imposed ban on social gather-
ings is 5o tough. However, to
muike sure that we can still stay
eonnected with the people we
care about, Uiniru, working with
celiphone providers, has prom-
ed to help citizens across the
mathon access 4G internet,

Aussterity measures

The Ministry of Information,
Communications, and Telecom-
mumnication is also partnering
with Google Loon to deploy
stratnspheric balloors in more
memote parts of Kenya These
St dre inportant not onky for
social reasons, but also to enable
citizens b contact emergency
services if need be.

The financial hit that our econ-
oy, a5 well as global firancial
systems will take will, undoubt
ey, be tremendous. Many of us
are already feeling the pinch in
our pockets, That iswhy the gov-
ernrment has also been imposing
misterity measures. These will
help ensure that our country ean
financially meet this challenge.

Leading by example, the presi-
dency took 80 per cent pay cut as
Uhwru encouraged government
officials to dsoconsider taking a
cut. Cabinet Secretaries took 30
[per CoTit pay ot

Considering the firancial
implications on individuals and
farnilies, 100 per cent tax relief is
heing accorded toall Kenyans
earning lessthan Sha4,000,
Tneome taoe will similarly be
meduced by 5 per cent for the rest
ofus,

Kemnyn is a diverse nation. We
all, howwever, must band together
if wee e to overcome tribula-
tions in times of erisis. In the
words of American Martin
Luther King Jr, “We may have all
come on different ships, but
we're all in the same boat now”,
Let's suppart one another in this
difficult tirme, and not use it to
foster political, religious or cul
tural divisions.

Nowis not the tiime to ques-
tion, bt to heed. Wi can rest
assured that our leadership has
our best interests at heart and is
daing its utmost to minimise the
fallout from this pandemic, Itis
mot easy for anyone, but in the
eternal words of Dr King,
“Together, we shall overcome”,

MrGulefd is the CEQ, FODC
Secretariat and former Deputy
Gavernor of lsiolo County
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Should State bear the
cost of repatriating
Kenyans from China?

YYes, the 5t

respansihility for the safety of eitizens inside and outside
Kemvyn Hes with the goverrment,

After all, most pecple go out there in the interest for our
country; chasing jobs we should hive provided in the first
place, pursuing business that pays taxes and pursuing edu
cation that will help develop our colmtry. Sometimes, it is
1o seek medical attention where we have failed as a country,

Caleb Burudi

Global systems have been distupted,
plans have received serious beating beyond
mndividuals' and orgnnisations” control We

are all desperate and agonised, Being in such
situations, government resouroes should be
used to help its citizens in distress.

We must be alive to the reality that it will
be very difficult for Kenynrs abroad to start
following up prior armngements made with
adrlines for their return tickets. Lockdown in
many countries has made it impossible, Our

peaple are being mishandled in China and need immediate
assistance tocome back,
It i reasonable for the government tourgently mobilise

anel make sure Keryans abroad return home as part of its
respansibilities. After all, the money the government has
belongs to the Kenyan people.

The weaith of any given nation is its people; their welfare
mist always come first. Let the welfire of our brothers and
sisters abroad come first by paying for their repacriation

Mr Burvdh isa politician from Malava, Kakamega

Mare attention should be geared towards protecting the greater
population.

Hemyan

Neo one travels out of the country without planmning for their
return The cost of private traved is the sole respansibility of

James Gikonyo

o

the individuals who undertake it. By the time
ane is travelling abroad there must be plans
for areturn flight. Am sure most Kemyans
abroad have their return tickets in place. The
problem here is the suspension of fights and
closureof sirpores

What the government needs to do urgently
is to engage particular airines through
which Kenyans booked thelr retum tickets
and make arrngements to allow Kenyans be
Aown back home,

I my opinion more funds should be chan-

neled towards supporting vulnerable Kenyans who are not
able to cater for their basic needs becanse their lives have
been disnapted by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Government should therefore not bear the cost of the repa-
triation, but should support and facilitate the protocol that
wioulld allow them be flown back home at their own cost, pre
summably plarmed when they travelled outside Kemya.

James Gikonyo isan Accourntant

Text/Photos: lennipher Wachie

coke for consideration.

PALAVER

What did pofice officers understand about
the curfew? A lat of negative storles about
the police continue to ba reparted, yet the
top echelon is silent, perhaps toa silent for
comfart. Do police basses sanction and
suppart the hamssment their officers
subject innocent civilians to, even breaking
into their premises before curfew as
claimed by a Kilgoris trader and many
others across the country? C5 Fred
Matiang'l and IG of Police Hilary Mutyambal
should come out of their comfort zones and
tell us what ks poing on.

Regarding the reported thefts, one of which was
atMudete market in Vihiga County.t s etther
that criminals warking in cahoats with rogues
afficess did 2, or rogue poloe olficers were
responsibie, It could also be true that shops ae
beoken into by commen thieves during curfew
howrs. What that means 5 that the burglars are
smarter than polce officers, They are teling &l
and sundry that the efficacy of crfews is
overmted and police &e nat 3 deterrent

‘What will happen if William Ruto becomes
president in 20227 Well, if that comes to
PASS, SAYS Git ik Mungai, " there are twa
men wha will have tosit down and chart
thitir way forward; Francis Atwaoli and David
Murathe, Will Atwoli gather Abaluhya elders
to goask Ruta to forgive him? Then, he will
continue as Cotu's secretary general, Atwoll
should remain en the right side of Abaluhya
eiders. Murathe will likely retreat to private
life and observe if anybody would be
interestedin what he does”™.

The defau position for govesmment whenever
it miets contrahs destrayit Whether
ooy, cars of othar things, the menchandize gats
torchied by govemmaent officials. But now that
Heryans ane faced with food shortages becadse
of coronainis restrictions, and Momia sa,
Hwale and Klifi are under restrict ons, wiy
didr't the povernment distribute to hungry
citiens an illegal consignment of fish from
Sornalia that was impounded in Lamu? Citizens
am crying ot for food miief and hareis the
government destroying food. What 3 twist!

Kenya National Union of Teachers Secretary
General Wilson Sossion nowadays says Itas
it is. When he said using schools as isolation
centres for Covid-19 was irresponsible, he
had & point. Now that bi says onling
learning for pupils in Kenya is wishful
thinking, believe him. Many areas lack
electricity, computers and laptops don't
come easy, and even where netwaork
coverage is offered, connectivity is still very
poor. Consider poverty levels and the costs
imveived in online learning and you see why
Sossion is right. If in doubt, visit arid and
semi-arid areas, or the Coast region.

Write 1o us
e (@

andardmedio.co ke
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Out of date cultures
expose us to danger

Alexander
chagema

fewr cays point to how cultural
arientation and beliefs impede
the fight against Covid-19,

First off was the saga of elders
exareising the demons of corona-
wvirus through cultural rinals, Sec-
omid, under the vedl of the curfew, it
is reported that the proscribed
cudoral rite of fermale crcumc-
aiom ks in full bloom in Sarmbur
This, despite the obvious dangers.

Third, there is nothing to mel
Tow an individual more than a
sombre, fiuneral procession. Even
the most vile and beliigerent
padice officers would not willingly
stop a funeral procession because
our traditions demand respect for
the departed. Aware of that, a
groupof individunls organised &
funeral that never was and drove
past police roadblocks all the way
from Nairob to Homa Bayv, At the
end of it all, the driver of the van
tested positive for coronavinis
The rest is history.

Fourth, the age-long, yet feeble
argument that real men get to
thelr houses borg after dusk has
b to open defiance of social dis-
rancing and stay-at-home exhorta
tions. Men can be found congre
gating in market places without
wearing fice mashks or being con-
scious of the need to keep sodal
distance, DitowomeEn in residen-
tial areas who have now taken gos
Siping to new kvels induced by
foul-mouthed, nagging, idle hus-
bnriids nel boredon

Wivet her Baya, Njuri Nchekis,
Lulyaor Kalenjin, there is nogain-
saying the power elders wield in
their respective communities,
Whenever things happen beyond
the scope of the mundane, elders.
haveoften been called upon to
interoede with the gods and give
directions. In that velin, some
Elgevo Marakwet elders miffed by
the despondency caused by corp-
navins sought to appease the
giodds st week, Post the ceremany,
thiw declared the pandemic was
nomore and confidently assured
Kemyans corona hud, at that very
masment, vamoosed.

The very act of rtualisation
symbolised open defance togow-
ernment directivis.on curbing cor-
onavins, The wise men not ondy
failed to keep social distance, thary
drark from the same beer pot: did
Tt wesr face masks of sanitise
thelr hands, By claiming, even in
their blissful ignoranee, that covo-
navirus had been defeated by vir
tue of their intomations, they prop-
azatid falsehoods that could couse

I solated incidents in the past

villagers to throw caution to the
wind and act irresponsitly,

In their mindlessness, the elders
eposed themselves to comonand
s in their futiie attempt to drive
It away using antiquated methods,
The local admintstration, whether
it gave the elders aarte bianche to
procead or not, stands indicted for
gross derellction of dity,

The curfew could hove given
new life tothe practice of female
genital mutilation (FGM) in Samb-
uny, On paper, FOM is outlawed,
bust we have not seen the last of it
Justberause national government
savs it maast stop, Chiefs, their
assistants and village elders overt
ly oppose the practice, yet covertly
enoourage it. It is the only mason
this cultural proctice goes on in
miany areas despite the ban.

We can attyibute the Flgeyo
Marakwet and Samburu cases to
the protagonists’ lack of & world
wiew, They live in a time warpcirca
the 196G0s and their worlds ane
confined 1o thelr villages' outlook,
outside which nothing exists for
them.

FGM is an age-old culture
amorg certain Kenyan commiund-
ties., It was, howeves, proscribed
despite the recogmition that the
constitution gives our diverse cul-
tmres after its medical downsides
became apparent, Similarly, the
tommfoclery of councils of slders
across the country should be put
ona very short leash. Science and
technotogzical advances have
exposed most elders as charlatans
who purport fo be divine authori-
tieson things they donot under:
stand.

Emaciated cultures

Brute force emploved tostem
the tide of female ciroumcision has
failed. We can only fight outdated
cultura practices by pitting them
against education, the greatest of
equatizer of all time. Sadly though,
the imbalance in the distribation
af ediication across the country
will continue to consign some
regions to the darkness of emaci
ated cultures,

Relgion has had its ownrole In
propagating coronavirus, In Tan-
zania, a pastor bragged they were
safe from coronavirus because
President Pombe Magufuli had
allowed churchies fo operate,
unlike Kenya where there is a maor-
atorium. But even here some
prasperity pastors tried tochal
lenge the estriction on church
services,

Koard Max opined that religion is
the apium of the people. A look at
the servile deportment of some
Christians obwiates any doubt they
are high on something which, tobe
Blunt, is ‘bad influence from rogue
latter day pastors’, Many of these
pastors exhibit ‘persomality disor-
ders indicated by patterns of
momipuliting, glihness, exploiting,
cunning, arrogance and delusions
of grandeur’,

MrChagema iza copy editor at
The Standard achagemo@®stand-
ardmedia.coke
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Covid-19. We should motivate health care workers to enable them to perform better

t’s boost morale of
our frontline soldiers

Ruth
Maithya

e the World Health Organd-
sation (WHO) designated as
the imernational year of the

mirse and the midwife, the ongoing
pandemmic was not present of anticpat-
e, Howwewver, the Covid-19 challenge has
brought into focus the important con-
tribmtion of mirses and midwives toour
health and wellbeing,

This year s the 200th birth anniver-
sary of Florence Nightingale, the found-
er of modern-day nursing. Nightingale
was horn to British parents in 1820 n
the city of Florence, Italy. She Bved in
the Victorian era during the Crimean
Wr that pieted the British empine
against the Russians, Considering her
track record as a nurse in London hos-
pitals, Florence was asked togo to
Crintea and provide nursing care to the
wounded soldiers in aBritish hase hos-
pital,

Every evening she went round the
infirmary, checking on the wounded
soldiers while carrying a lamp, earning
her the name “The Lady with the Lamp’,
Her diligent nursing of wounded ol
diers bed to the reduction of deaths by
twer-thirds. One of her crucial interven-
thoms was improvement of the unsank-
tary conditions inthe hospital, which
certainly improved outcomes.

Upon her retwrn to London, she
recetved a hero's welcome andan
avweard from the queen. She s also ened-
ited with tackling smallpox and cholera
outbreaks, establishing the first ever
murse training sehool, and for ber pro-
fessional authorship that revalution
ised the mursing profession, Nightin-
gale ks recognised in history as an out-
standing mirse.

Like ourr nurses and midwives in the
Covid-19 era, Nightingale was a front-
iz bt warkier who risked her own
lifie o save the lives of ot here. Az <ol-
diers inbattle, during this pandemic,
mirses are putting their lives at stake in
contact tracing of individuals who have
been exposed to the coronavines,
receiving patients in health facilities,
triaging those who are sick, and provid-
ing care to the admitted patients.

In addition, specialist mirses in eriti-
cal enire provide round-the-clock murs-
ing care in intensive care units (1CUs .
Nurses wark under such stressful envi
romments for long working hours, at
tirnes withinadequate personal protec-
thve equipment (PPEs), and witness
deaths despite giving their all.

It s easy to forget that despite this
pandemic, nurses and midwives contin-

e to provide other essential healthcare
packnges, including child immunisa-
tions, antenatal care services, matermi
ty services, as well as the care of
patients with other illnesses. Nowan-
der some nirses suffer from fatigue,
burmnoatand depression.

Unfike other professionals, murses do
1ot have the haoury of working remote-
Iy or working from home, This year's
World Health Day marked on April 7
Wil im opportumity to recognise and
appreciate the work of mirses and mid-
wives, WHO Director General Tedros
Giwhirevesies, didlvering his address on
that day, said; “Today &a day to cele-
braite miirses and midwives, to thank
them for everything they do, and to
commit ourselves to doing everything
we can tosupport and protect them.”

Thisis a call toaction to govern-
ments, and indeed 1o all of us, 1o sup-
ot rrses and midwives in their
work. Inother countries, we have seen
ordinary cittrens expressing their
appreciation for frontline health work-
ers, Wi have seen people clapping from
haleonies when they see healthcare
wiorkiers pass by, delivering meals and
even providing hotel rooms for them to
rest before going back for another long
shift. Such acts of gratitude go i long
way towards increasing the morale of
soldiers in war, We are ot warand
hedltheare workiers are our soldiers,

We can motivate health workers and
enahle them to perform even betier.
The most urgent intervention is ensar:
ing that they have adequate and con-
sistent supplies of PPESs. We cannot
afford to have them fall 1], Secondly,
fromtline health workers mast be
traimad on Covid-19 responses. Beinga
new disease, these workers reguine
proper training on hew to safely handie
suspected cases, types of FPE to have,
and the correct way of wearing ( don-
ning) and safely removing (dofimg)
them.

Ofeourse, allowances for all frontline
health workers would go a long way
towards cushioning them against extr
expenses they inour due to educed
transport and eatery services avallabla,
Ghana, for instance, has rolled out an
insurmnee scheme and a 50 per cent
increase in the wages of frontline
health workers from March to Juné

1. Iy

"

2020, Thesame is happening in several
other countries.

Personal protection, testing services
for frontline health worker s should be
macle available regalarly. The physical
safety and security needs of frontline
health workers showld also be ensured.
1t ks unfortunate that during contact
tracing, health workers have faced
resistance and violence from commuini-
ties. Their mental health is alsp para-
mount. There is evidance from severad
countries that Covid-19 is taking a toll
an the mental wellness of health work-
&S

This isattributed tobamout due to
lomgz working hours, uncertainty about
the future of this pandemic, distress in
dealing with a large number of critically
il patients, lack of PPEs and fear of con-
tracting the disease in the line of duty,
Clasely related is the need to address
staff shortages that lead to burnout,
Given the uniqueness of their work, a
special support system for them will
ensure that they are available o do
what they vowed to do "be devoted
towards the welfare of thase commit-
ted to my cane™.

Impartantly, all of us hire to take
personal and collective responsibility
to prevent and stop the spread of the
coranavirus, Adherence to public
health guidelines remains the surest
way to flatten the curve and control the
spread of this disease. Sell-isolation if
ane is unwell, social distancing, regu-
larky washing hands and wearing of
miasks will not only protect and save
our Lives but also prevent overwhelm-
ing our frontline heatth workers,

The celebration of the International
Year of the Nurse and the Midwife
could not have come at @ better time.
The angoing Covid-19 pandemic has
laldd bare the eritical role that nurses
play inthe bat thefront, often risking
their cwn lives to save ours, That 1s why
we must salute nurses, midwives and
other frontline health workers. You are
the true heroes and heroines in the
fight against Covid-19!

Mytrd neioo mastigion wern uwa
2020, We appreciate and celebrate you
this year and always.

M Maifhya ésa nerse and a lecturner
at Amref International University

Health workers wait for their turm during Kenyatta Natianal Hospital's mass staff
testing for Covid-19 on April 14, Fy:s Ogina St andd]
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What should be done
to end police brutality

Justin
Kimani

el

olice brutality in Kenya

hweas inherited from the

eodonial administrathon,
Duuring the colanial time, the
sound of a police Land Rover in
the meral areas sent everyone
scampering into tushes to
escape the wrath of the savage
white man.

After more than five decades
of independence, the Kenyan
potice shold by now have
learnt that such brutality has no
place in policing,

They should be seeing menm-
bers of the public, whoin fact
they are supposed fo profect, as
friends rather than enemies.

The law enforcement agency
must stop engaging in Megal
practices and use of excessive
foree should be eliminated com-
phetely,

Unfortunately, hratality eon-
tinues to be witnessed in virtu-
ally all spheres of police work.
Pobice am seen clobbering pao
e during strikes and demon-
strations and are also accused of
shooting crime suspects, This
makes the public to distrust and
detest them,

Among police killings that
oy Kenyoans will never forget
are those of baby Samantha
Penclo and Yasin Moyo. Such
brutality goss to prove that the
officers have failed to change
with the times, despite poblic
outery and government promis-
5 of reforms in the police ser-
wice.

Moire ugly cases of police bru-
tality have been witnessed
recently during the enforcement
of the curfew over the Covid-19
pandemic, a time when andous
Kenyians winild want to see rea-
son preval, rather thansuch
mindlessness

But what should be done to
cure the endless cyrle of police
brutality?

There should be an overhaul
of the police force processes
starting from recruitment,
training, deployment, retention
and dischargi.

Recruitment should ensire
that anly candicdates of impecca-
ble infegrity and appropriate
level of education are picked.

Selection of potential police
officers should be purely on
merit. Those who pay their woy
it the force nsually seek to

only radical reforms
will change the public
perception that those
in police command
defend their own when
they are wrong

recover their money by
demanding bribes, which some
times make them to beat up
members of the public,

Police training shoulid be
reviewed to ensure that what
they are tought meets the
requirements of modern day
policing. In addition, there mst
Ibe foBow-ups to make sure that
the officers practice in the field
what they are taught while in
college.

After such training, officers,
for instance, should be moni
tored to make sure that they do
not allow traffic laws to be vio
lated; that they do not allow
matatus topark at biind corners,
pick passengers at non-desig-
nated stops and vehicles over-
take with impunity.

Even inordinary cireum-
STANCES POlicE Presence conses
confusion even when traffic
lights are working. Riders criss-
cross the roads and rounda
bouts from all sides like locusts,
injuring themselves and other
road users in the full view of the
police officers.

Kristian Williams in ‘Thr ene-
mies in hiue’ said the State
would bet the police to use vio-
lence because theirbrutality
does not just happen: it is con-
doned. It is tolerated by the
police themselves, those on the
streets and those in command.

Oy radical reforms will
change the public perception
that those in police command
defend their own when they are
WHOTE.

There is no point discipfining
the junior officers armway
because they were never taught
to act differently. 1f they had, it
would not recur every time the
police come to the streats,

It is time for an overhal to
rid the force of the old guard.

It i aleo time to deploy idle
police energy fo occupations
that bring them close totheir
local commimities so that they
can understand the need for
mutual coexistence with the
people they are privileged o

SeTVE,

They can be deployed to work
alnngside those who work in
quarries, road construction and
those who lay water pipes
wherethey can spend their
pent-up energy, which they are
always dyving to (mishuse in the
rarechances when outside
camps with guns and batons.
Such interactions would alsa
make the public to change its
negative perception of the
police and encoumage coexist -
ence.

The way out of the brutality is
therefore not suspersion or
sacking of errant officers. It
should bea drastic process that
will get rid of the archabe maodel
of officers infected with cormug-
tion and cruelty, and replacing
them with ones sourced and
trained ina new curriculum,

Mr Kimemi is @ consultant in
counselling psvehology and con-
fict management and a govern -
ance auditor
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FROM THE WEB

Earth Day 2020

B Anthony Furey: Covid-19
modeliing has not bean entirely
accurate, and yet climate change
modelling has even mare inputs
and a longer time horizon. Sa it
should now be obvlous that It is
mitsguided and sven hammiful to
make big policy cholces based an
climate projections.,

W Shamaiin Al The world
will not be destroved by those
who daevil, but by these who
wartch them witheut doing
anything.” - Albert Einstein

W Alex Adison: It 15 hasd ta
imagine our life without trees.
They produce oxygen and keep the
warth green, so ket usall pledge to
da tree plantation, nourish and
srow them for ourselves and
future,

B Alex Adison: We need to plant
i right trees in mumbers, move
‘o sustainable green technologles,
«cut down on chemicals and
pallution, save water and manage
hurman waste batter.

B Juma G A time s coming
when Kenyans are going to get
tired of Health C5 Mutahl Kagwe's
singing toge ther with his chalr
mierribars. What is the strategy?
‘Where are the masks that were
donated tous?

¥ Kibet Benard: CS Mutahl
Kagwe and @MOH_Kenya i
lindead those who escape KMTC
quarantine are positive and may
rizk the [ves of many Kenyans,
you should publish their names
and photos and Kenyans will help
you find them. Mo one |s ready ta
i Keryans will speak up.

B Froo Agent: Prasident Uhuru
Kenyattaand Heaith CS Mutahi

Kagwe should call out PS Kibicho
for vandalising that sanitising
Ibaath Installed by & MikeSonks
and his SonkoRescueTeam, Is not
this one of the important assets
we need right now?

Economy

Protect capital markets from hostile tax Bill

cannot restrict capital flows in
aneconomy through dispropor-
tiomate tax hikes without seri-
ously undermining long-term
economic prospects. You cannot
slay the goose that lays the gold
o e in pursult of quick gold,
While we acknowledge that
serieons has o pay thebill for
shocks brought abowt by conona-
virus, it is not pradent tosolve
one problem today by creating a
bigger one tomarrow, The capl-
tal mirkets must be shielded
from & hostile tax regime, lest we
corme to the painful discovery
thiat Pulit zer Prize-winning
author Thamas Friedman was
right when he saic: “Capital is a
eoward,” The Tax Amendments
Bill that is in Parfiament could
sound the death knell for Ketmas
capital markets if allowed to
pitss in its current form. The BilL
which was introduced n

respanse tothe presidential
divective to cushilon and stabilise
the economy in the wake of the
corormvines pandermic, cotild
endup fueling greater economic
turmmioil if passed, The Bill has
problematic sections and omis-
sions that need to be amended,
Without these eritical amend-
ments, the new tax regime could
decimate trading activity on the
bouirse, undermine Nairobi's
place as the regional financial
sy, drive sway forelzn and local
investors, lead to massive job
losses in the financial industry
and cost the country billions if

not trillions of shillings in future
economic oppartunities, Parli-
ment should not let this happen.
Besides harming the financial
Industry, the Bill also carries sig-
nificant risks for the government
of the day and fature, The State,
like the financial industry, stands
tolose in & major way from a
dyshanctional capital market,
underiining the need to revise
thecontentious sections of the
Eill The Bill's proposal to repeal
the tax-mempt status of green
bonds and infrastructure bonds
needs to be rejectad. Munsin
Shabe

Letters.

Plan for post-coronavirus
season during lock-down

There is no doulbst that coronavirus has affected the
sociallifestyles of Kemyans such that if you walk
around the otherwise full towns and shopping cen-
fres, you will see just a handfull of people. You may
even think that we hove ghest towns and cities. A
good number of PSVs are also parked because the rate
of travel has considerably reduced. It is in this sttua-
tiom that 1 fee! we must rethink our social and infra-
structure growth. This is the time for the national and
county administrations to implemenet infrastructure
development projects like recarpeting roads and ren-
ovating bos stagges. Let the leaders also mirk roads
and order business owners with defsced baildings o

repaint and thosewith defective shops to repair them,

The matat cemers should take advantage of the lull
in the industry and service their vehicles, By now, par-
ents with children in primary and secondary schoals
have also learnt that e-leaming could be the next
frontier of our education. Lat them {parents) invest in
laptops and home computers for their children. [ am
ailso sure the parents by now know that our education
systerm is sonarrow and it 1s just fair they introduce
their children to additional substance dispensed on
the websites. And for parents who used to dodge their
family responsibilities, the lock-down must have cre
ated a situation for them to bond and renew their call-
Ing, The coronavirus epidemic is nasty and has
miessad the world sobad bot T think we should spend
muore eneTgy planning for the post-corona period now
than ever before, Asthey say, every dark cloud has a
silver Hining. Lets hope the viris is a passing cloud.
Julies Abungana, cleric

Compensate families
displaced by rail plan

The SGR, which runs paral lel to the namow gauge
Ugandan raibway, is a superbproject. But as we spaak,
famnilies that were evicted to pave the way forits con-
struction ane yet tobe fully compensated. Some are
now squatters, Inrespanse to the families’ cries, the
government promised compensation, which is not
forthcoming. The compensation was to be done in
phases. But the worst thing is that some families
have been fully compensated, others only partially
wihilie the rest have not received a penny from the
State. Most of these families live in ahject poverty,
hoping sgainst hopethat the government will com
pensate them. Unfortunately, that is turming out to
be a nightmare. [t is therefore prudent that the State
acts quickly 1o compensate these peaple now that
Corvigh 19 has added to the equation and isthreaten-
ing the well-being of these landless groups. The gov
emment can &lso give land to these people, nclud
Irgz offering them title deeds as compensation. Pat-
rick Mraro, Masena Unbversity

Uhuru speaks on
Covid-19 pandemic

Uhuru withdrew ShT biflion fram
Central Bank of Kenya, recelved ShT
billion fram the WHO, received Shi
Billian from Warld Bank then other

donations like that from Denmark, Jack
Ma, all totaling to Sh24 billion. I'm
asking on behalf of Keryans; where is
the maney? Ameda Shalr

Uhuru's government is treating us asi! we
are the anes hiding the comna virus
antidate. Real Mash

The President has last touch with
Kamyans, it i evident whanever b
speals lately. Majority of Kenyans are
o longer interested in what he says.
Winning the trust of Kenyans back will
be wery hard for him. Jackson KE

Exactly what | have been saying. Daily
anrauncementsof infected peaple wil not
help us. We need a dear road-map on how
tacontain the pandemic. Health C5 Mutahi
Fagwe is overmated, Haron Masase

We cannot thank or pay our medics
enough. Thelr services are bivend pay
and beyand thanks. But stiil, no medic
should gowithaut pay. They should be
paid on time and provided with all
required tooks ta help fight Covid-19.
Daniel Maithya

Dear President, please address the issue of
HKermyans in China inrelation to the current

situdtion Mo rent and no food for Kemans

in the rrides of this pandemic. How will we

hattie this? Pauword

President Uhurs has said KCPE and
KCSE examinations will still be held this
year, It seems Education CS Gearge
Magoha has been lying to the President
that all students are learning from
home and the Google Loon internet.
balkoons are very heipful KOT

Recession is eatching up with Africa
as result of economic downnurn. It
will cost Africa due ro @ sharp decling
froutput growth as well a steep fall
i com modity prices, led by oil Rent
rates will also drop amid
Covid- 12 pandemic. Carolyne Mbithe
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Miraa
traders
suel0
counties

Miraa traders have taken to
court 0 county governments
that seized or blocked consign-
ments headed to their areas at
the start of the dusk-to-dawn cur-
fiew.

Sulng through the Nyambene
Miraa Trade Associstion (Nyami-
ta), the traders are seeking High
Court orders against Mandera,
KRR, Isiolo, Lamu, Makuenk,
Wiair, Kituwd, Tharaka-Mithi, Sam-
baeny and Tana River county gov-
emments, which they acouse of
interfering in their business.
They iraa is recognised by
the State as a cash crop, 5o its
trade is legitimate,

“The respondents have issued
clirectives of banning the trade,
rransportation and consumpiion
of & fresh farm produce, com-
momly referred to as Mima, ille-
gally. irrationally and in excess of
their powers,” said the applica-
tion filed wnder a certificate of
UTRency.

The traders claim they are
being denied a right to eamna biv
ing andd are incurring losses as a
vesult of the impounding,
cestroving and burning of con-
signments of miraa worth mil-
lioms of shillmgs.

“A county government has no
prowers toenforee any kind of by-
kv affecting the normal business
or existence of a scheduled crop
without consulting the national
govertment and the stakeholders
of the said crop,” the traders
cladm in thelr suit papers

“Manclera County Government
further went ahead and obtained
an ex-parte court order dated
March 24, 2020 at Mandera Seni-
for Principal Mag
the effect of banning the trade,
transport and consum ption of
miraa within Mandera County,”
Myvamita claimed in the suit.

Throtgh liwyer Kobla Mich
baw, they accused the counties of
failing to provide proper direc
tives and incentives in regardsto
harvesting andtransportationof
fresh farm products within thelir
regions. They are seeking orders
to prevent the impounding,
detaining and destroying of any
consignment of miraa in their
coirities, [Wainaina Mdung'u]

THURSDAY, APRIL 23,2020 The Standard

Climate change. Situation has sparked fresh human-wildlife conflict

Trail of destruction as Lake
Victoria waters flood homes

Several beaches,
fish-landing sites,
sporting facilities and
luxurious hemes have
been submerged as

water levels continued
torise.

By Harold Odhiambao
ranamocEslancaromenia. oo

Fivee years ago, scientists
warnedabout the rising water
levels of Lake Vietoria, but
sty people did not rake them
serioushy, Just a few anthci-
pated to live tosee this depth
of devastation.

It has always been business
05 sl a8 investors, pesidents
anclother traders serambled to
sat up busineases around the
lucrative shores of Lake Victo-
rin, Prices of parcels of land
purd] the lake have soared
with crops planted in large
swathes of adiacent land as
residents continued tomakea
living from the natural
FESOUNTE.

And with no warning, many
of those human activities are
now submerged in water,
Thotsands are staring at huge
Josses a8 mwelling waters con-
tiniue o displace homes and
businesses. Crops, too, have
been destroyved and all lesure
activities along the shores
lbrought toan abrupt end

So dire s the situation that
several towns and mushroom:
ing trade centres along the
lake, inclucding parts of Kisumiu
City, are facing a threat of
Ieing destroyed. Experts and
villagers claim thelr current
situation was last witnessed 57
years ago when similar swell-
g in 1963 destroyed villages,

Raging floods, which have
left trails of destruction and
swept away villages, has only
worsened and is slowly turn-
ing into a calamity. Several
-landing sites,
sporting focilities and luaari-
ous homes have been sub
mergd as water levels con-
e to rise.

Busingss pramises at Dunga Beach in Kisumu are flooded after Lake Victoria water kevels continued to

rise and spilled past the shores. [

The situation has also
brought & fresh human-wild
life conflict as the swelling
waters destroyed breeding
and feeding zones of hippad,
which are now forced out
feed in broad daylight just next
o homes.

In the last two weeks, offi
cials from Kerya Wildlife Ser-
wice have killed three hipposin
Kisurmu after straying into
residential areas and threaten-
ing the lives of seversl people.

Loss of business

A spot check by The 3
ard acrass several be
the affected region found sev.
eral of the haaches have bean
rendered inaccessible by the
swelling waters,

Only Dunga bepch is still
standing strong despite the
waters submerging several
haotels and forcing traders to
mowe up to higher grounds.

Hopes of tuming the beach
into a landmark fish-eating
zome in Kisumu has now gone
down the drain with the swol-

sh Dchieng, Standad]

[ —
Water Impact
mSwollen lake is barring

ng

afterit was submenged

lem lake barrirg towrists from
accessing the hotels

A fish market constructed
by the county government of
Kisumu to promote trade is
Inacoessible after it was water-
logged. Yesterday, a group of
fishmongers were wading
through the waters after col-
lecting fish from a boat.

Joan Achieng, a hotelier,
claimed the waters has mbbed
herofher hoted and forced her
to close it down and turn her
attention to fish-hawking to
ke a living.

“We are all living in fear
because the water levels keep
rising every day. It is worse in
the afternoons when there are
strong tides,” said Achieng,

She ls amorg the business
people who moved to the
beach a few months ago after
their hotels at the Lwang'ni
beach were brought down by
county authorities.

A few metres from where
Achieng’s hotel stands, other
hoteliers are counting losses
after spending a fortune toset
up nw fish g
which are now in water,

Several high-end hotels
including golf clubs have als
been affected by the ¢
water levels, At the Nyar
Golf Chub, water flowing from
the lake has submerged part of
the course

Although the. club is cur-

rently closed as o result of
Covid-19, golfers will have to
shop elsewhere to tee, when-
ever the health situation
irmproves, as the green is sub-
T PR,

Yosterday, Christopher
Auira, & seientist with the Ken-
ya Maritime Fisheries Institute
told TheStandard that climate
change wis the renson behind
the swelling waters.

“The waters of Lake Victoria
are swelling as a result of ch
mate change, Several rivers
are also having levels of water
that is draining into the lake *
sabd Aura.

The researcher said they are
wit to conduict a stody on the
Tnke bt cormpared the current
rising water levels to another
study comndhicted on Lake
Naivasha, which experienced a
similar probiem

Crops destroyed
Thie swelling waters have
affected almost the entire

Nyanza reghon in areas sdja-
cent to the lake with homes
submerged and farm lands
destroved,

The worst affected, howey
or, is Nyando region where
severalvillages have been sub-
merged, They inchice N,
Kadidi and Kamira villages
while in Kisumu city, several
families have been displaced in
Dungga and Nyalenda areas.

Joseph Auko, an elder, who
was displaced from his home
for the first time since 1963,
claimed the siuation has
destroyed his fife.

“It is not clear whether the
ke waters will subiside sothat
we can go back to our homes,
it wie are optimistic natire
will have mercy an us," sald
Ak,

Yesterday, he was among
the families that were affected
by floods that has now com-
pounded problems for those
isplaced by the lake.

Scientists, however, paint o
goomy picture on the situa
tion and expect it to worsen
hecuse ofthe pounding rains.

Driver accused of killing policeman is detained

A driver aceused of hitting a
traffic officer and killing him in
Natrobd will be detained for 14
more chays toallow investigators
file a repart om the accident.

Investigating officer Sarah
Boella told the court that Justus
Bosire was arrested ashe tried to
repaint his vehicle in order to

vonceal the offence.

“Your honour, the deceased
was on duty on the fateful day
whae i i tried to stop the acoused,
wiho was driving a matatu past
the curfew hours, He defied the
orders hitting the officer, who
diedon the spot,” said Ms Boakla,

The accident happened on

April 6 at around 750pm along
Fware Kenya Builders road in
Nairobl. Bosire, who had gone
Into hiding, wes arrested four
days after the accident.

The officer sought more time
to conclude investigations as a
pestmortemexamination had not
been done, The officer’s family

canmot travel to Nairobi due to
the restrictions put in place by
the government in effortstocurh
the spread of coronavins,

Bosire's lnwyer protested the
move by the court, saying he
should be granted bond to help
himgot medical hefp sincs he was
ailing,

“This application is an ambush,
isunjustifishle and unreasonabie
as most of the claims had not
been indicated in the affidavit.
The imvestigations ought o hove
been completed already,” his baw
ver protested

The case will be mentioned

on April 28, [Ulkan Chepkoech]

Justus Bosin atthe courts in

Maira, |

lan Chepooech]
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Kisii. Cathalic faithful
get new vicar general

W Kisi Diocese Bishop loseph
Mairura has appointed Apolinaris
Masese the new vicar gengral He
will replace Mons Jeremiah
Nyakund wha has served a
five-year term The new vicar
general wil now move to Our Lady
of Victory Kisk town parish, while
Fr Myakurd] mewes to head St
Andrew Kaggwa Sunela, effectie
froim My 1,71 want to express my
gratitude to the outgoing vicar
peneral for his dedication and
oo work in the dincese. We will
ACCOMPATyY Ul NEw VICAr general
with prayers” said Bshop Marura
Inaletter dated Agril 21 The vicar
peneral is the highest mnking
official in a dincese after the
mshop [Erick Abuga]

Kisumu, Nyong'o risks
jail term for contempt

W Governod Arvang Nyong'o
{pictured) could spend up to sl
monthsinjal for disrespecting
court process. Fonmear County
Attornay William Omolo has listed
the governor for contemipt after he
lgnaned a court ocder which
Instructed that he {Omole) be
reinstated to work and given full
salary and benefits. The Employ
ment court in Kisumu gave Prof
Myong's 21 days to state why ha
should nat be jaded for the period
Omaln, whosenved as the County
Attorney during former governor
Jack Ranpuma’s reign, was sacked
Inearly 2018 after Nyengo 1ook
e the county leadership and
created his teamof topoffi

claks, [ Kevine Omalla]

Kisii. County cancels
daily market charges

W Governoe lames Ongwae has
announced that traders selfing
vapatables and other food femsin
open af markets will be exempted
from remitting daily taees to
cushion them from hard times
causad by the Covid-19 pandemic.
W Oingweae afso suspended Cass
fees alongside monthly stickers
payments made by Public Sendice
Vehicles {F5V) and motorcycles
for theee menths, In the arange
ment. those who delay to pay
single business permit willalso not
e penalised as is the norm
Magority of the tradars in Kisi sell
their wities on the side of the
Hisi-Migor highway after the main
market was closed down They
applauded the povemor’s move as
“turnane and timely”. [Erie
Abuga]

x.&.n;-
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In\'aSion. MNduta Onyargopulls at bits of the golden dodder, a parasitic weed that has taken over the fence around her cormpound,
1t Is spreading fast in Kasgunga West, Homa Bay County, causing panic in a region almady grappling with another parasitic weed - the water
Iyacinth. [Pater Ochisng, Standard]

Trade. Farmers from Nzoia, Butal and West Kenya sugar growing 2ones have been affected

Cane millers protest
illegal sugar imports

i

Millers and farmers say
unscrupulous traders
are dumping sugar
from Uganda in
Western region.

By Maoses Nyamior

mmyamari@standarmediacn e

Sugarcane millers and
farmers from the Western belt
have protested illegal sugar
imparts, The stakeholders
have claimed that the region
T o turmed Gito a diimg-
ing market for illegal imports
from nelghbouring countries,
especially Uganda,

They want the Agriculiure,
Fisheries and Food Authority
(AFFAY to come clean on
reports about collusion
between unscrupulows busi
nessmien and some autharities
in the Migal trade,

Nroja Sugnr Company

chalrrman Joash Wamangoll
said importation of sugar into
the country started way
before opening of the customs
window., The government
released custom  impart
licenses last Friday.

It is unfortunate that those
importing sugar want to kil
the local industries. At this
rate, we will not have money
topay our farmers,” he said

MrWamang bli urged AFFA
to protect local firmers and
millers from the adverse
effects of the unlicensed chisip
imports.

The autharity is mandated
to ensure that the country
imports sugar which is com
mensurate with the deficit,

Wamang'oli regretted that
cartels have tnken advantage
of the parous border ta fload
the country with illegal sugar
Imports

He mided, “We are calling

Mzola Sugar Compary Boani
Chalrman Joash Wamang'oll

| File Standard)

upon AFFA to urgently move
intoprotect our frmers,”

He made the remarks as
farmers. from Nzois, Butali
and West Kenya sugar goo
ing rones said they have
incurred hoge losses due to
the Negal trade,

They sabd the illegal trade
was akin to paying Ugandan
farmiers and further impaver-
Ishing local growers who are
already facing numerous chal-
lenges afflicting the sugar
industry.

The stakeholders noted that
the sugar imporis are In Bun-
goma, Mukenya, Mashragn,
New Adatia, Kiminini, Kitale,
Charangani and Jaralam

Bungoma Governor
Wivcliffe Wingamati, who isa
member of the Sugar task-
farce, wamed that opening
thie suggar importation window
coudd cause prices of the com-
oty to fall to unprecedent -
ed levels, Mr Wangamati
urged Agriculture Cabinet
Secretary Peter Munya to
intervene and cushion farm-
ers from incurring kisses,

At the same time, Kenya
National Alliance of Sugar-
come Farmays Chiaieman Saulo
Busolo sald the irregular
imports were horting the
troubled sugar sector

He urged President Uhuru
Kervatta to conskler giving a
stimulus package to the indus-
trvto boost production

New measures

MP hires
tailorsto
produce
masks

Mathira Constituency is hiring
200 tailors to make masks to
combatcoromavins in the region.

Area MP Rigathi Gachagua said
the tatlors will be based at Mathi-
ra Technical and VYocational Col-
lege and will work in three shifts
until every resident in the area
getsa free mask,

“Wee wanit 1o support the gov-
ermment’s efforts to combat Cov-
id-18 under the National Govern
ment Constituencies Develop
ment Fund using the emergency
Kitty. We are in the process of
procuring industrial sewing
machines and accessories for the
task,” said Gachagua,

The tailors will be required
work in elghe-hour shifts every
day.

The government has made
wearing of masks mandatory
with penalties of Sh2a0000 or six
months imprisonment to those
whi fadl to comply.

“Unfortunately many of my
constituents are unable to
acquire masks of the recom
mended standards because they
are struggling to feed their farmi-
Ties, which s vy we are working
to produce masks for each resi
dent in the constituency,” he said.

Economic stimulus

The prioject is also expected to
be an economic stimulus pro
gramme by providing employ
ment for hundreds of tailors,

“Omee the mass production of
masks is completed, they shall be
distributed door to door. We are
asking all qualified tailors o
apphy to the principal of the col-
lege,” said Cachagua.

Accordirg to the ME, the gov-
ermment should foous on feeding
Kenyans wha had complied with
the stay-at-home directive
because they had lost their soure
o3 of incomi

“Kenyans need more than
updates on the disease, The Min
istry of Agriculture should be
outlining a strategy for feeding
the country during and after the
panderic,” he said

After the pandemic, the sewing
machines will remain at the col-
lege's miloring department for
trainingand making uniforms for
schools in the area. [Lydiah
Nyawira]

Farm produce trucks to get clearance from food agency

Transporters ferrying farm
produce will require certifica-
tion from the Agriculture Food
Authority { AFA) to pass through
police roadbiocks,

In a circular to departments
dealing with crops, AFA Interim
Director Geneml Anthony Murl-

ithi also ordered that photo-
graphsof trucks and their regis-
trivtion nmbers be supplied o
the autharity,

“The stickers will facilitate
transportation of agricultural
produce destined for expart and
other markets across the coun-

try.” read part of the circular.

Dealers transporting seed-
lings for planting across coun-
thas are alsorequired toapply for
the stickers,

The drivers and crew in the
vishicles will also be required to
submit their personal details to

the regulator for approval.

Mr Muriithi said the new
measureswill help expose those
mas e mding as transporters of
farm produce to hoodwink
police at roadblocks.

“It has been learnt that some
roggue traders have been ferrving

passengers across the road
blocks mounted to stop the
spred of Covid-19" said Murd-
ithi.

Vehicles found without stick
ers, he said, would be impound
ed and the crew chamged In
cinirl, [Boniface Gikandi]
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Ndoa ni mkataba unaofungamana na mapenazi.
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Truck drivers protest ‘slow Covid-19 tests’ at borders

David Maina rieeds less than 20
mirmities to drive his trailer from
Amagorn to Malaba Customs
where he & cleared by Kenya and
Uganda muthorities to cross the
border, That is on a normal day,

Things are different today, as
Mr Maina, who left Nairokd for
Malaba border on Monday at

2Zpm, can attest. He arrived at
Fimaeti at aroard Tpim on Tues-
day amd spent the nkght in his
truck by the roadside.

He does not know when he will
get to the customs for clearance
and cross over to Uganda, Mal-
na's frustrations are shared by
many truck drivers.

By yesterday, the snart-up had
stretehed more than 20km from
the Malaba border, as truck driv
ers waited for mandatory testing
for coronavires by Ugandan
authorities.

“We have wasted a lot of time
In the guese, Let the Kenyan gov-
ernment try and reason with

their Ugandm counterpart s and
find a solition to the problem. We
are ready to be restricted from
etting out of our vehicles when
in Uganda,” Maina said

Joshua Ndoka arrived at the
Malaba stretch on Monday, and
by yesterday he had not moved,
“We are covering twno kilometres

in four hours. It is wery difficult
fior s to sheen,” said Mr Ndoka,

The situation is.the sameat the
Busig border.

The traffic snarl-up in Malaba
and Buslacaught the attention of
three Chief Administrative Secre-
tarkes who were in Busia on Tues-
day to ascertain the state of pre

paredness fior coronavirus,

The CASs Hussein Ditadi (Inte
riar and Coordination), Rashid
Aman (Health) and Chris Obure
(Transport} regretted the long
queues. *Tt is dengerous to have
such a long queue of trailers
parked on the rosd,” sald Mr

Dhado, [Ignatius Odanga)

Infrastructure. Agony as a local lifeline is severed

Fares to markets triple;
desperate locals risk life and
limb to cross the swollen River
Sagana.

By Lydiah Nyawira

Fryaw ra standan

wdacnies

Thecollzpse of a bridee constracted
in the colonias era has cut off scares of
villagers from local markets and farms.

The bridge, at the border between
Myeri Town and Mathira constituen-
cies, collapsad as a heavy truck from a

Cmm‘!’«:wmrnx‘lmnr'mnw’.tl-t.'m:-‘m-:
it,

Thie biridgoe buckbed under the wetght
of the truck, plurging the vehicle into
the river. The truck driver was saved
from drowmning by a farmer working in
anearby firm,

The bridge was put up in the 19508
by the British at the height the Mau
Mau war for independence.

Lomg after independence, the metal-
lic bridge has been a lifeline for villag-
ers who often trade with each ather
and farm on both sides of the river,

It aleo served as a shortout to trans-

Villages cut off after colonial bridge
built to fight the Mau Mau collapses

WaterFund E -

INVITATION TO TENDER

Madago Water Resources Assocabon (WRUA) has recened funds
from water Sector Trust Fund (WSTF} a state corpomtion under
minstry of Water, Sanitation and Imigation to implement & chil/
woater works project under the Water Resources And Climate Cha
Investment. The WRLA hereby invite eligible firms to undertake the
following warks;

MNa Tender No. and Type

1 MADDH GWR:J.\:
of 3000083 Water pan, 2NO. sun&drﬂ ani m.ﬂ
trough and 108 dug well

The tendering process shall be conducted Iilmugh Mational Open
Tendet a5 stiputated in the Public Procurement and assets Disposal
act H015,

interested and eligible bidders can inspect and obtain further
infarmation on the Tende: document at the address ghven below, on
official warking days and hours {Monday to Friday from 0B00hs to
V00hre) sxcept on public holidays.

The tender dotument with detalled specifications can be obtained

upen payment of non-refundable fee of kshs 1000 for each

daturnent payable to Madogo Waler Resources Lsers Association

Kenya commercial, Garissa branch AT No234515731 during
ing hours.

Complete tender document in 4 plain seal emvelope ompletely
marked with tender name and reference number should be
deposited in the tender bax place at Madoga Water Resources Users
Assaciation office behind Mam's Guest house in Madogo town along
Garissa- Nairobi highway On or before Friday 29% 020 at
1000hrs and be addressed to;

The Chairpersan,
Madogo Water Resources Users Assodation,
P.0 Box 823-T0100,
Garissa.

Tenders shall be opened thereafter immediately a the Madogo
WRUA office inthe presence of biddems o their represemathees who
thooge 1o attend.

rickared

kmun:mwhnlsufhwhmdw;nnum l!mrsmml-l'hehrﬁse nhthmmrmwmm
constituencie Kl |

5, collapsed two weeks ago. [F

port building materials from the quar-
ries at Mikuridi in Mathira and Kirichu
village in Nyeritown. The quarries have
rovw been cut off.

Willageers are risking their Bves daily
trying to cross the river, Some are still
using the collapsed bridge, which
hangs precariously halfway submerged
in the river while others attempt to
wade acmss,

The econmmies of entire villages has
Taem hwart by e colkapese af the bridge

Gichohi Macharia, a resident of
Mikundi village, sakd fares to and from
Kirkchu market have tripled, locking
ot many villagers from markets.

“We have relatives and businesses
on gjther side of the » > mnst of us
row have to travel to Kirichu market
threiggh Chika or Marua towns, which
i5 almost an hour away," said Macharia

Boskn boda riders ane now charging
a5 high as Sha0o for a trig to the mar-
ket instead of Sh50.

Villagers say the collapse of the
bridge has made life unbearable.

“We rely on each other as neigh-
bours; they need firewood and food in
Mikundi village while the villagers i in
Kirdehii need produos for thelr mard
e explaaned, Othiers who cannot g
touse alonger route to the market risk
life and limb to balance their way
acmoss the collapsed bridge.

Rahab Wangiru has been making the

trip across the bridge every day in
search of vegetables tosell ather stall.

She still uses the collapsed bridge,
carefully holding on to the rails with
the sack of spinach on her back, know-
ing that a wrong step would send ber
plunging inte the cold waters of the
Sagana River,

“I do not have a choice, | have to
cross to get stock for my stall or my
family will go hungry. We hope they
willl put upa foot bridge because many
elderly women cannot make it aoross,”
shesaid.

County executive for infrastructune
Muthul Kariuki said the county was
tendiring for the reconstruction of the
Dbridge but had reachad out to & con-
tractor to set wp an emergency foot

ridge.

“Constructing a bridge Is not a

“We have relatives and
businesses on either side
of the river, most of us
now have to travel to
Kirichu market through
Chaka or Marua towns,
which is almost an hour
away."

Gichahi Macharia, resident

sreaightforward process, but we shall
have the contractor on site this wesk;
as soom as the tendering process s
complete we will begin reconstruc
thon," Karfuki said.

The bridge has a rich history

It was constrected by the British to
help soldiers cross to Kirichu village
from their camp in Gatuanyaga village
in Mathira Constituency at the height
of the Mau Mau war in the 1950s,

Villagers called it Friuko rig johhnie
(A erossing point for white soldiers),
bt lomg before it was constructed the
place where it stood was a watering
and hathing point for locats,

“Thi the safest place to cross; itis
the palnt whem rivers Sagana, Thegu
and Nairohi converge and was a public
witering spot where women would
fétch water and wash their cic
while boys swam and bathed,” s
Matherze wa Iregi, a villnge elder,

However, during the war for inde
pendence, the British soldiers are
reported to hove suffered heavy losses
at the hands of the Mau Mau at the
spot, asthe freedom fighters would lay
ambush and dissppear into the forest.

It was then that the bridge was puat

up.

It provided the British solders a
shortout betwaen the village and the
forest, It took them fo Mau Mau hide
outs inthe forest,” said Wa Iregs.
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Mavie streaming heats up.
% ar,

people croated
year, the firm sa

TheRealD

Tenants

With no law that would compel
landlords to suspend rent,
thereis little space to turn for
workers who are now jobless
and without income.

By Mwangl Mulruri
hemeandsway @t andacmediaca ke

As the coromavirus i con-
tinues to rvage the nation with
devastating economiic results,
low and middle-income
tenants have found
themselves at the
landlard's guillo-
tine,
They are
now at the
mercy of
property
OWnNers
and even
various
tenant
lebbies
da not
appear
enthu-
Shastic
t o

against the
wall as Covid-19 bites

difend them.

Investment company Cytonn has
sinoe warned that rental yields will suf-
fr for the period that Covid-19 persists
and stakeholders were better off evaluat-
Ing the damage to be incurmed and start
laving a recovery strategy.

“Many tenants will not meet their
rental obligation for the period the
seourge persists. New developments will
stall and the futune of real estate will be
challenged,” said the firm's Wahu
Waceke during an interviewwith alocal
TV station

"This is the time to inculcate goodwill
among stakeholders, understanding and
compassion. Broadly, we are in this asa
nation, not as individuals.”

She, however, said the decision to
walve rent or allow arrears to aocumu-
late for the period of the erisis “lsnot a
legal provision but personal discretion
of the landlord®,

Urban Tenants Association of Kenya
{Utak) Secretary General Ephraim Muri-
w0 savs there is no other honest advice
to give to the tenants other than to
“Kindly pay your rental hills”,

He told Home & Aweay that there is no
way anecan “compel 8 tenant not topay
rent as per the existing contractual
agreements between them and their
landlords”,

“Unless in your rental agreements
there is a clause that states expressly
that in times of rational tragedies your
rental obligation shall rematn suspend-
ed, the painful reality is that in the
absence of such clause, the terant will be
at themerey of the landlords,” e said.

“There are considerate landiords who
e taken bt upon themselvis o eer-
cise acts-of mercy totheir tenants inthe
face of this pandemicby way of reducing
or suspending rents.”

Mr Murigo said it is upon individual
tenants to audit themselves financially
and adjust a5 per the available resources,

“If you were, for example, paying a
manthly rent of Sh5.000 and the corona-
virus seourge hos reduced that figure, it
were better that you relocated to rental
zomes commensurate with what you
can afford to pay,™ he said,

I you defy the reality, thenyou will

omly have yourself to blame in the
event that you find your children

Kcked out of your renta space.”

Continues on Page 24
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Institute
wants KRA
to waive
rental tax

The government shiould remove the 10
per cent rental income tax due on reshden-
tial buildings to ease the burden on land-
lords, Instituthon of Surveyors of Kenya
(15K b said,

The institute says that would prompt
lnndlords topass onthe benefits to tenants,
mostof whom are facing a torrid time due
o the coronavirus pandemic.

The government should elso reduce
value-added tax (VAT) on commercial
budldings

ﬁcnhﬁhema.nmﬂnyfmmt}ewb{lc
aver payment of rent as the economic show
diown renders a lot of them unahle to hon-
CHIT PEYIENTS.

Some landlords have come ot towaive
rents, with others renegotiating terms to
rchice the amounts due from tenants.

Buf most are quiet, promgpting some calls
for tenants to bayeott payment, somet hing
the 15K advises against.

“We have leamt through the Press that
somme groups are advising tenants against
paying their rents until further notice. We
caution that such remarks are uncalled for
and are lkely to precipitate chaos with dire
consequences to the real estate sector,”
said 15K In a statement (o newsrooms yes-
tenday

“We therefore ssk members of public to
ignore such remarks and the government
farein in onsuch element s to protect secii-
rity rights as enshrined m the Constitution
and law,"

The battle between landlords and the
Keiya Revenue Authority over paymet of
rental income tax has been raging, with the
tax collector hot on the heels of dodgy
defaulters.

The institute, whose membership
inchudes registered real estate agents and
property managers, further said it sup-
ported diakogue betwien property owners
and rentors where walvers of rents, or
renegotiation of terms, would be discussed.

“It i wearth noting that landlords, just
like tenants, have been affected by the
ongoing crisis, Froperty investment s a
brsineas like any of her, with many owners
redying on rents to meet their personal obl
gathons,” said the ISH statement.

“The imvestors include retirees, the
elderhy and pensioners”

Inv addition, it said, the property owners
are expected to service their loans and
martgiges among other cbligations. [Peter
Theuri]
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Intervention. Government says it cannot dictate pricing in the private sector

Tenants boxed in by
joblosses, rent dues

mmmmummmum:m anaccident in .
fheir

Nairobi's Huruma. g ] Anot
obligations

to the landlord. | olin: Kwey a:'l:IF E]

Continued from Page 23

This advice has not been taken
lightly by some tenants with Mercy
Mwende from Mukura kwa Reuben
slums in Nairobi dismissing it as
“stiriky."

She says she was selling fruits at
Park Road in Mairobi but she has now
been rendered jobless after the gov-
arnment ordered her to suspend busi-
1ess.

“This suspensionof business is far
the period that this coronavirus will
b around our social and economic
fives, we do not know up to when, |
pay a monthly rent of ShE00 and
other househaold budget. 1 have to
mise ShE000 per month to survive,”
she tobd Home & Away,

“I cannot raise ShB0O for my rent,
Murign is advising me to relocate to
what free abode commensuratewith
my current fingncial status?"

Agnes Nyambura, a mother of two
and a barmaid in Murang'a town
whose services have been rendered
susperded by the pandemic, is in her
second month without a job

“1 dan't even know when we will
resume our jobs. We are not asking
for free accommodation. all we are

asking for arelenient terms of pay-
ing our landlords,” she says.

Mz Nyambura says she only
weimts herlandlord tounderstand
that it is hectic enough putting a
meal on the table.

“In that reality, [ just want
my landlord to know that 1
know P incbebited 1o pay rent,
1t is my obligation to pay. But I
should be given time to manoeavre
throughthe issue,” she says,

“When the viral disease will be
defeated, the landlord will know,

1 resume my job, the landiord
will know and just [ike the way | was
dhuriful all along in paying rent, | will
Tesume paying.”

Interlor Principal Secretary Karan-
ia Kibicho says while it 15 at the land-
lords’ discretion to dechde terms of
angagement withthair tenants, what
will not be tolerated will be disregand
for the rule of law.

*“We have the laws guiding such
engagements, We have the set pro-
cedure for pressing for rental yields,
We also have the procedures that
puide evictions for non-payments,”

S4ICk.

“Nalandlord will be allowed toact
outside the lawin this crists, the same
way notenant whoowill be allowed to

act
outside the
Tewe™

The PS5 said the government
will only act as a fakr arbitrator inall
disputes that will ensie, adding that
“fair playis a key component in arbi-
trations where all circumstances will
e baid bare.”

Council of Governors (Col) Deputy
Chalrman Mwang wa Irla says the
plight of renants has been catego-
ized by the counties as a comman
issie of concerm.

"W canmot push landlords to for-
feit thelbr incomes through ghving out
free accommadation but we can rea-
son with them to understand that
currently these are not ordinary
times. We are going through a erisis
as a nation and tenants should not
Ibear the brunt of it,” he told Home &
Away.

He said tenancy murban centres is
well defined and mare interest should
be concentrated on kw income éam-
ers in mformal settlements.

“These tenants are not only cash-
strapped but aré also hungry and
scaned of this Covid-18 threat. While
we will ensure that they get food
rations and protect them to the best
of our abilities against the scourge,
the landlord should pay the humane
face and relax on rental demand,*
said MrWaIria

“We as CoG hve resolved to work
with low-income residential land-
lords to see whst we can waive for
them so that they too can feel encour
aged to go easy on rental demands,”
b sakd.

According to National Treasury
Cabinet Secretary Ukur Yatani, the
Eovernment has no intention to dic-
tate pricing in the private sector, and
its cuty will be limited to facilitating
availability of more disposable
incomes to cushion consumers
agamst inflation.

He said slashing of vakwe-added tax
from 16 1o M per cent as well as
removal of income tax for those earn-
ing Sh24 000 and reductions for
other income groups are mMedsures
intended toincrease purchasing pow-
erof the beneficiaries,

“The best we can do is to make a
passionate appeal to our lanclords to
exeicise eompathy with Kemyans at the
liower cadre who have found the Cov-
id-19 pandemic suspending their
incomes " the CS sakd

Fle ruled out & direct
| call or even pushing for
| legislationfar landlordsto

Teduce or suspend rent,
| arguing that it would be a
diract affront to the sector
that is currently grappling
witha myrisd of challenges.

Gerald Ochiamio of Bunge by
| Mwmnanchi termed the govern
ment’s approach to the plight of
' tenants “timid and noncommit-

“LH

Hecited the case of New York and

California states in America that
‘have tempararily banned evictionof
tenants, with lindlords being encour-
aged torevise payments plans,

He told Home & Away that what
the governiment should hove done
was push for a reduction of rent
through direct interventions “like
‘waiving lardlords’ power and water
hills as well as suspension of land
rafes.”

Odhiambe says the government
has shandoned the vilnerable tenant
to joblessness, hunger and lack of
shelter.

“This is wrong. It s complicity to
dehumanise the vulnerable tenants
and the government as the duty bear-
erhas to be hald directly responsible
for all cases of landlords” thuggery
against termntsin especially now tha
some-of them are removing roofing.
windows and doors from the houses
of defaulting tenants" he said.

He said some Landlonds have taken
undue advantage of the pandemic to
kick out temants out of their houses
“so that they can proceed to fntro-
duce higher rental rates to new ten-
ants once the scourge i defeated ™

Homed Away is published by: The Standard Groug Pl E-mall: homeandowayiistandardmeda co ke Website: standardmedia co ke Toadvertizain this section call 322290708/ 10/1/18
All correspondence to Home & Away is assumed to be intended for publication. Home & Away accepts no responsibility for unsolicited manuseripts, artworks or photographs.
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Planning. Residents lack basic amenities such as sewerage infrastructure

Why Murang’a hub
is losing investors

Sh20m

A once high-ranking

municipality, Maragua B Minimum amaunt that

has became the circulates around MAamgLua
i town daily, according ta

gangster capital and s :

town is now unattractive Cham bt o eoioRCe.

tonew businesses.

By Mwang! Muirur|

Abuilding that ance housed Barclays Bank in Maragua Town Bes
abandonad 20 years later. [\ sanciard

Joseph Lwanga

Nairobi 104.5 Mombosdi&? Nyeri 98.8 Meru 107.7 Eldoret 107.5
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studio kes 2.6M show units ready
1br soldout

adana swdent

pods

purpose built student accomodation
masai lodge road . rongai

starting from KES 2.2M
call carol: 0723 111 207
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rhomesearch.co.ke
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DESCRIPTION
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Shanra Serena Road - Mpabas

0700 343723

reinforced concrete framework wih | Hal- Singls span
aquarTy stones filing. Thenefors, sach floor has the same

Tel: 0742-488-094 and 0728-119-174

OFFICE SPACE TO LET

SHEM PLAIA - Lusaka Road
Strabegically located, rew mocem Grade
A office complex and Retall Cenlre.
Shopa & offices from 280 sq.ft.

GRD & T FLR: Kshe, 7O st {Excl. of MAT)
2% AR - 5 AR Nahe, 5 pal, (Excl. of WAT)
Service Change: Nshs. 20 p.a. (incl of WAT)

KONZA TECHNOPOLIS - Konza City

Premium and highly prestigious neew
COMIMANTl Compiex 0Cated #iThin
Koz Gy

Call for mone details.

|
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PROPERTY AMEMITIES
2 & 3 Badroom Apartmonts
Spacious oungs & private balcony
ENns te Badn00rms, Soughe warirobes
« Fited kitehen/ panlry and aLndry afed
Lifa, dolar, wabed & barshole, Deheratod
Spinsh pool & childrers play area
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Irfo#finservesolutions-ea.com

Salling or renting out property? Advertise in The
Standard Digger Classifiods this and every Thursday at
exciting and aHordable rates where you'll got suitable
buyers or tenants, fast and easy.

Call: 0727134126/ 0720 630 561/ 0719 012 0/
0719 012 909/ 0719 012 901
Email: classifiedads o'standardmedia.coke
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charge -

3\ 070 661022
0707 947 854
0720 792 443
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Isit still safe to invest in Real Estate?

“Real estate canmat be lost or stelen, nor can it be
carried away. Purchased with common sense, paid
for fn full, and managed with reasonable care, it s
about the safest investnient in the world.” - Frankiin D,
Roosevelt.

has taken the world by storm. Lots of people

are in tormoil over it as borders have been
closed, economies shut down and industries are putting
themselves on pause and all manner of small businesses
are taking hits. The real estate industry has also felt the
heatwave of the virus as many buyers are hm'ng cautions
during this velatile period.

So, your down payment was safely in cash, you'd planned,
perhaps for years, for the 2020 home-buying or real estate
investing season. Then, just as vou identified your perfect
house or apartment in the market, the coronavirus turned
the world on its head.

The novel corong virus is a global pandemic that

Should you go through with the purchase?

Assuming you have the money, can afford a mortgage
and the other costs involved and your job or business is
fiot in danger, then yes.

There is somuch we don’t know about what the next few
months will bring. including whether it will even be over
in the next few months, But one thing is certain, the virus
will clear and the markets will recover and get back to the
usual way. So, the question is, what do | need to be doing
during this time as a real estate investor? If data from the
past is anything to go by then these are integral tips that
will help you make the right move during this pandemic
and when the dust settles, you will be standing tall.

Panic sales

A pandemic that lasts for a long period normally causes
panic sales. People liquidate their assets to ensure cash
flow to take them through the pandemic. Developers will
be putting their properties on offers, so as an investor you
should be on the lookout for properties that are put on salke
during this period.

Tt's not as if anybody selling is suddenly going to step
up and say, ‘oh sure, [ could have sold this property for 10
million but because of what is happening and I am afraid,
you can buy it for 5 million, but It's definitely a good time
to shop around, get and a good rate.”

Market Strength

The real estate industry has developed a lot of autonomy
ower the years A erisis like this has caused major
businesses within the service sector to suspend activities.
The real estate market, however, has slowed down but not
at the rate other industries have been forced to do,

Infarmation s Key

Knowledge, during this time, is power. Having the latest
information on available properties will be highly sought-
after knowledge., Now's the time to innovate and hunt
because there will be opportunities.

Conclusion

A pandemic causes a lot of changes in every industry. As
much a5 some negative change occurs, there are always
new opportunities created at the same time, Real estate
is still a safe means of investment. As the famous saying
goes, “Tough times don't last, tough people do.”

S0, if want to invest in real estate, don't quit, keep
making those calls, compare properties while staying safe.
Be alert so you can ride through this wave successfully,
Whether all is well or not, the bottom:-line is, investing in
real estate is smart because property is tangible. People
always have, and always will, need shelter. This means it is
very unlikely that the need for shelter will ever goaway.™

And if all of this talk of risk-taking gives you more
anxiety than you'd like to admit, fear not, time is on your
side. You can reach out to us on sema@kwea ke for more
information or reach out to your real estate consultant for
advice,

Carol Naneu,
Real estate investmient consultant,
naneu@kwea.ke
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Informal economies. The nature of jobs across continent means that working from home is not an option

Shaping Africa’s cities to
combat future pandemics

The high population of
people in urban areas
is giving authorities a
hard timein
controlling the spread
of Covid-19.

By Astrid Haas

The Canverzation

The powrer of cithes comes
from the number of interac-
tions they enable, between
people, firms and markets -
they are centres of social
interaction.

For all thelr virtues, how -
aver, cities have o major
downside. They are a fertie
ground for contagion, such
as the rapid spread of Cov-
id-19. is becamise cithes
aré by definition places of
density, with large numbers
of people living and interact-
ing in chose proximity.

Furthermare, many cities
are. deeply embedded in
reational, regbonal and global
metworks. This is embodied
by infrastructural features
such as airports, ports and
other transport terminals
fermying jpoods and peophs at
a high frequency.

As such, the potential for
transmission rates of Cov-
it wiithin therm may be far
higher relative to national
IVETREES.

Thisis aptly ilustrited by
M York City, which alneady
acoounts for approximately
half of all known cases inthe
US. Perhaps even more
shocking, it accounted for
fvie per cent of all confirmid
cumes inthe world - and it is
Justome ity of abot 8.6 mil-
lion people.

Few amenities

Given the chamcteristice
al many African cities, the
situtiom, without sppropr-
ate mitigation measures,
could be far worse. For
example, densty levels in
certain parts of Afriean cit-
tes, most potably in slums
and other informal settle-
ments, miy be even higher

than New York's.
It is estimated that about
twirthinds of Nairobis pog-

lation lives on just six per
cent of its land. In Kamgsla,
71 per cent of households
slispg in o single room.
These congested settle
ments have few amenities.
Only an estimated 56 per
cent of the urhanpopulation
in sub-Saharan Afrbca have
access 1o piped water. And
eventhose with access, they
can spend 30 minutes or

Aman pulls a handcart loaded with metal bars in Nalrobi's Mukurukwa Reuben slum. Informal settlements are particu-
larty vulnerabile to the spread of pandemics. [Stafford Ondego, Srandard]

longer sourcing it

Thiz begs the guestion
whether frequent hand
washiing - one of two of the
THAIT MEASUFSs 1D prevent
transmission - is even feasi
hile, The same goes for social
distancing, the second rec
ommended preventative
mieasure, both given density
angd also because & rums con-
trary to many African soci-
ietal norms, which are inher
ently deeply commmuinal,

At the same thime, one of
the drivers of rural-urhan
migration in Africa is the
relatively batter access to
services in the city. This
includes health services.

Data from the countries
with already well-developed
and funded health systems
show that they are experi-
encing immense strain with
Covid-19 patients.

In the US, it is predicted
that at least 2000040 inten
sivecareunit (1C11) beds will
be needed in the case of o
moderate outhreak. The
whole of Uganda on theoth-
er hand has 55 10U beds in 12
operational units,

It s chear that with simiar
infection rates African

health systems would ool
lapse. Yet people are still
mare likely to be treated in
urhan areas. In Uganda's
case, B0 per cent of these 1CU

To reinforce social-dis-
tancing, many governments
in Burope and US are enfore-
ing strict temporary Jock-
down measures, African
governments, which still lag
‘behimd interms of the known

Reinvention
m Cities across the
glabe and th

histary have adapted
and reimanted

crisis; forexample, as a
result of people working.
from home

i Thils maans the need

in Africa, it may be
that, in the aftermath
of the crisis. rural-urban
migration actually
increases as people
flock tocitiesin ssanch
of more economic
opportismities

infection rate, are quickly
following suit = some with
e harsher measures,

Given that urban centres
are mijor ceonamic nodes
they will maturally bear adis-
proportionate  economic
hurden of any lockdowns.
This effect will rapidiy per
colate through the whobe
CTONDIY.

Urhan dweedlers working in
the informal sector will be
the first and potentially
some of the hardest hit.
Alboast 85 per et of workers
do not receive a reported
wage, Fnther in many Afri-
can cithes, the majority earn
their daily keep from the

informal service sactor, par
ticularly selling or providing
manil labodr,

Here thene i no option to
work from home: both
because of the Lack of neces
sary infrestructure such as
power imd more importantly
because their jobs are predi-
cated on face-to-face infer-
actions.

Even though they are
working thedr dally earmbngs
are small. In Kampala, for
example, a survey of infor-
il sector firms showed that
90 per cent of them are
already operating below the
poierty [ine, Therefone keck-
downs, for these popola-
tioms, will mean not earming
a wage and affect their sur-
vival

This is exscerbated as
urban populations are large-
ly beholden to food prices,
given in general they ame not
able to grow thelr own food,
Early indications already
show that some countries
like Ghana have seana rise in
food prices by nearly 30 per
cent already due to panic
buying dand disruptions in
food supply chains,

“This is particularly worr
some for some countries
already conoerned about a
food crisis this wear, due to
the plague of locusts affect-
ing supplies, With the time
lines of the overall Covid-19
orisis remaining wnclear,
foeding ane's fumily, particu-
Larly in urbean areas, with o
income and rising prices is
already becoming an
ncreasing strugge.

Lockdowns may support

curbing transmissions, bt
by potentially pashing mil-
lioms mor people across the
continent belowthe poverty
linse, it couild have other det
rimental, and potentially
worse, longer-lasting effects
Bevond the health bmpact.

Therefore, reshaping Afri
can clties in the pandemic's
aftermath toensure they can
be engines of economic
growth in the future, will be
key,

Rural-urban migration

Some analysts are pre-
dicting that cities in the US
will emergeand be reshaped
Ty this erisis: for example, as
a result of people working
from home. This means the
nevel for centrally located
offices will diminish.

The nature of jobs is dif-
ferent in African. cities,
Working from home is not
Tikehy tor b am option. Rather,
it may even be that, in the
aftermath of the crisis, rurml-
urban migration actually
increases as people flock to
cities in search of mone eco-
nomic opportunities,

Preparing for this by
emnsuring urbanksation s well
managed will be critical o
providing the engine to
ramping up national eco-
nomic growth,

Acritical element of thisis
the need for cities to invest
in prodisct ive infrastructure,
focused on improving health
outeames. Thiz includes
water and sewage infra
structure as will as increas-
ing the number of health
facilities.

History

The medieval

city designed
on quarantine
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It is non-stop studies at
St. Paul’s University as
e-learning takes effect

By Gerard Mutunga
Gnyele@ stand ardmedia.co.ke

f Paul's University has announced new
measures bo mitigale pro.
the facility due Lo on

directive 1o close all aining
the country in the wake of the Covid-15,

In &n interview with the institution’s
Vice Choncellor Professor Joseph Galgalo
confirmed that a communication had been
sent to the students and other stakebolders
confirming that all the scadem|ec programmes
wene now onlinge or virtual

A memo signe 1 sent to student
staffbry the Deputy Vice Chancellor - Academic
Al Prof Peter Mgure, the University
announced a complete switch to distance an
E-learning as the new mode of study in May
August Semester and going forward until the
Covid-19 issue i

*The U

resolvid.
v has considered and
planned  met usly for continuity of
academic acth s for the period April to
August 2020, All students on Regular, School
Based, Evening and Modular modes will
transition to e-learning using the St Paul's
University E- learning Portal. All students will
find a timetable for the new semestor, amanus
onhow to access and use the e-learning porial
{our virtunl campus) in the student's portal,”
explained Professor Galgal

The higher learning institution has
further highlighted ways in which it will
prepare students staff to adopt the
E-learning mode of study. Students have been
urged to take note of that, The university has
been teaching over 500 studenis on DMsiance
and E-learning mode of study since the
directorate of Open 1 Distance learning
munched in 20 Due to Covid- 19, the
ower 8000 students now will be expected 1o
enrell on the same mode of study for the May-
August Semestor,

“Our  ICT department is currently
registering nll active students on the portal.
Onee this is done, we will invite all students
to log in ond be oriented on how to use the
platform. The platform s configured in a

T

hat is learner fr dly and wery
= explained Ngure.

e students arning, th
Open Distance Lewrni
en offering training for Bachelor c
, Modular Postgraduate, and the
Bachelor of Divinity modular students from
14th April 2020. The training will be deployed
online through o Powerfoint presentation
with snapshot of what toexpect, and an audio

tutorial,” he added.
The

interactve |TJ!I|!I|F Prosranmme,
rning Portal” (5t Paul's University
E-learning portal), w il students access
and download course lines, becture notes,
videos among other content. They also will
be able to chat with pesrs and the lecturers,

submit assignments and term pEper among
others,

ort for users

The institution has attributed its move to
the unpredictabllity of how leng the current
closure migy take.

Severnl measures have been employed fo
ensure completion of previons semester that
took & break before it could be concluded.

Prof. Galgalo said plans are underway on
how emminations will be conducted online ot
the beginning of the month of May 2020, We
advize thar students to tinue preparing
for the ams since learning for January
April semester concluded successfully and
bons is ready to be administered.

He explained that “for the online modes,
wie intend to use our Moodle platform, which
has worked effec v for the delivery of our
ODEL and has sufficient capacity for as many
of cur regular students us needed to switch
o i Qur Ubrary rermole acoess
available to all our registered students and
can be sceessed remotely from anywhere if
you hitve internet connect lon."

The university joins a list of other
lemrning institutions who have tumed to
online training to avoid major disruptions in
thair 2020 education calendar.

platform ts

Prof. Joseph Galgalo, Vice Chancellor St. Paul's University
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Guaranty Trust Bank (Kenya) Ltd donated classroom and dining room fumiture to Rescue
DadaCantre, forming part of the Bank's 2020 CSR initiatives. The officlal donation coramaony
took place recently at the Centre located off Park Road, Ngara, Mairobi.

Madical students from Kenyatta University review a ventilator maching at the Chandaria
Innevation and Incubation center. The Institution's medical students have developad a
vantllator protetype which could be a game changer in the deadly war against Covid-19 Inthe
country especially this time that ventilators are scarce globally due to the surging number
af infections. The university's director of Phototherapeutics Research Centre Prof Nicholas
Gillanyo sald the invention was in response to the governmant's plea for local institutions to
come with hamegrown solutions to the crisis and other e merging health challenges.

Hyar| Natlonal Polytachnic’s studants baing instructed on how to oparate an angine |ftar
machine. & number of youth have opted for TVET programmes in various national and
technical training Institutions as their first option in pursult of higher education. |Fhoto
Hibata Kihu/ Standard]

Mational Industrial Training Authority (NITA) staff at the NITA Textile Tralning Institute
laying and cutting masks for stitehing o facemasks as the Autharity's Corpormtes Social
Respansibiiity in tha fight against tha COVID- 19 Pandamic. The staff are pictured with the
Autharlty's Ag. Director General Mr, Stephan Ogenga (canter ) and the Centre Manager Mr.
Festus Musyokl




THURSDAY, APRIL 23,2020 The Standard Crossword Puzzle 31

EASY CROSSWORD CRYPTIC PUZZLE

DOWN
10ppasi

CHESS PUZZLE
Essy Pzl earmasiste masi sovrr

Wednesday's
White mates in 2 moves. Black mates in 3 moves. solution
L OO D[H[c[E]26 s
f ANty e Dy
F . é{ 21k mm N B G|A|J|16
_E; ARE 2.0hB# or QhT#
i i é 1 ) C/|J|B|H|20 wWednesday's Solution
| - o FIDIB1S 24| \rareroereramy]
Ay AlBlc|pl|E|lF|lg|H]|J
! e ' A & 16/26|16| 28 [e[s]1]e[6]3[7]4]2]
& A BAAANS A
g Qa f-é? @'H KAKURO
) —T i Wednesday's solution
CODEWORD N ) B Y O S Y =
"_: S i e F I
Wednesday's | - - 3 ; 3
Solution i L .n- . ! £ W,
== I (] 5 | 4 4 F 4
Q: i_|_ T m--_} ; 1 2 1 :
;q;i]:)” =¥ i € P
1 -, =T ) m
"‘-l_ b‘- 3% = = = : . B
I M
—E = T i 9 & B
L p G | 3 | i - -
=l S =
=" EE—
BL Wednesday's Solution
Ly i 3 5 4 : ;
e — R . AERERDEEBRE
‘_mp«, 3 = o - 5lal1l6l7l2]3]8]s
b | 2|ola|a|sls]|6]|7]4
E'EDH 513 (7] |8 alz2]5ls|a|1]7]a]s
= M 2] | | |&] | |4 | 43 6|7|2|5]|8[|8|1
) ) B ) ) I*-’;,D'i 2 B |6 7l1/8|o|als|2]4]|5
. E ™ 9 41 1|7 2|3]6]|9]4]|5|8
7 = P 4 2 5 a|ls|elzlala]l1]s]7
' L [ Tels A slelalsl1]7[ol2]3




32 coffee Break

HOROSCOPE
w.n-ugu Sep22

gh ﬂ-.rl 1
you reane
Frisstaopeate, corst

B
PRt [ it imooetant
styerT 1l CATTvales your g
Libra~S5ep23- ﬂ:lﬂ
¥ mﬂﬂg#(‘]—l!lﬂ‘.'_‘l"\"‘l‘l'\ﬁﬂrﬂl

o ke \-n-r'w Mereg:

ay v achancatnm

CrEvEY

Seorplo-0ct23- New2t

Anunenm TRArEREmEt
ywel Fyouwant to s

Tor your ear e e
Sagittarus Nov. 22-Dec. 1

Mg afanm heatthragmen todsy
cmr'rrdrrwrcssw resits Af

hearing

M AN you mey

emciting to hine your
fonding tack
(Capricorn = Dec22-Jan'9
Youmey find peasre in somet Singtuly
unexpectadtnday. Feen (fyoutendto
T e conRTLIONA A Lnue aCETy
o e perhence cowd bringyoua ot of enjoyment. Try
SOt hing ot that you o Rywouldn T and s

whemiltakes you - hese smage that ees ot side
v oot pae

Adguatiis— lan 20-Feb 18

Addng ome sl cletails boyour

homew! maket moweenoyabe and
e l‘!.k‘!l'l'\d‘a"y!‘n who fvesthere
Whethe e
ey, fuiblig &
new Smar-nome featuse youwd bt :ue’\ertlr
change. i vou'secumentiy loo
e e onenomponng

Pisces—Felb 9 -Mar 20
Vouroe 'mn. QNS Dasedon

orward by 2 hingEthe
fora munchase & lely, The encouragemnt.and
U] 2 TR

right otipt Ehat youanen't Being respet
shayidi't puy toomuchattention ol iser
(Gl —May 21 - han 21

¥our sboon s

shy ahout indug ng inthe
d nrllli’rﬂlllﬂn;r-ll" oWt

nfixth
'ﬂ"‘.l'l\-'r:i‘f"ﬂi'\:‘r"‘.‘J’J ?
s lum ches o e gy

Agtrologyach et you 108 Moo Srefessin,
ider offerg Unigue poducts o sEevices
po %

04:00 Saf radamony
Mefiena

Staabia nakm Mogu
Haihu and Gathan

MomingExpres
Mews Cortt
Ly M hiruars

Mews Desk

Bt i

Bussiness Today

Wi YakTH

il iwan
hikwaala KTN

KT L

Tha Lintakd Siory

The Chammea B port
KTH Prime News
Bottormiine Rot

B Pw._F On Africa

T‘Ftﬂ.\m_n Qew‘l Rt
KTH Prirmia Bws Rt

T i s

0200 Mt boa na Emmarus
Whveazshumibe: and Shuga Boy
OT:00 PamsMickna Mok Oohiamng
1000 Wi Maiiuna Babu
Wakaslaa andMband
1Z00 Masha i nabassan

¥ Umar
and Cemo
S204m w00Pm
Lt Ll
B304n Eo0Pe
TD0Am L=l
i Am Lal L}
re00Am w5Pm
1200 P 100Pm
308m Y SR ——
[T [T S T
oS P 1100 As Drvala
Z00Pm 1RoAm L
XOOPs Tedam e T 0y
ngm &P Am L
L0Pm
g
x00pm
E- ]
H:0em Garwation 3 L] I'.-- Repatlh 230em
biobdum Lo *.00pm The Hm! tib0em
eddmm Akl e e S St
Fungan Muric Wi Tl NV Jori
wogem N N:00pm The Thiwe S (Hana
Edbem NIVl (e
[EY - The sl e ot OF [EET
g Tiapm
BONGOMAN PLAY!

T000AM=03.00PM

THURSDAY, APRIL 23. 2020 The Standard

%00Mm  Command You Morming

BDOAM  JosephPrince

G:30Am  WidPanet

TOOAM | dindSiye

HO0AM  MuscinterudeHegme

P30Am  Alfriscreen

TEOOAM  Alowto Last

R200Pm  Latoer Of Love

LOOPmM  Newsdesh

TIOPM  Afnsomen

I00PM  Music interude Penas

*30Pm  WidPlnet

&00Pm  Young Sas

5:00Pm  Baseine

6:00Pm  TheSiepdaghters

T00PM  KTNLeo

T30Pm  BabaYao

B:00Pm  TalanfaMitaan)

2:00Pm TN PrimeNews

M:00Pm  Trussday Mgt LiWilh Dt Ofweneke

TE3OPm Wi interiadedrd

T2:30Am  ChN
taias DA dierdes S0
st §TT time 909

;ﬂ WOR 5 s 10R

i
= =Ty

ED0Am  Agt hews
E30dm 5

T00Am  feelfammiy
TMAm S Py

Mo0km  Arws Socumetary|ft)
N30Am Gl Bt

RDOPm  Aghhews B Nom

ks T00pm

#24 This Womng B 00
Dby B! Ho0pm

i e B.J0pm
oo Cart 20.00pm

24 Mashinani
niside

Comea W Sekide D6O0AM =10.00AM The:Adugts, int he Boom
10.00PM-5:00aM | TeShutodtoon 10.00PM - MIDNIGHT
Senpen oo :To:n;:; 04004M
IS00AM-GBOOAM 03, 00mm-02000M SadNght
Spice Drive with Mongue . DOAM-06.00 AW
O100PM=-10.00PM S
1230Pm  FeinConty TI0PM g New
L30Pm E00Pm  anrom
Z00Pm E30PM i sy
L)0Pm $30Pm  Hortcube|Rul)
X00Pm  AglakShabaia TobOPm Ol Rl
Mg 1eI0Pm 'N: it A
D0 B ails0
TEMOPM  Mikci ek Country)
1200Am M loesi

Beulten

e Andide
AC vl iflay ik ik

eeing Edtion

13:00Pm
TE00Pm  ©
WOO0Pm 1

arrl’lrl-'bm
L'y Tabs

QUOTE OF THE DA

I am enough of an artist
to draw freely upon my
imagination. Imagination
is more important than
knowledge. Knowledge

is limited. Imagination
encircles the world.

Albert Einstein
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Propelling Kenya’s food production during and post Co\nd-IQ

By Patrick Obath
COVID-18 pandemic  has
brought unprecedented

challenges across the globe,
spurring  dramatic changes
across all economic sy stems.
With ower 24 million
infections  worldwide and
aver to 165,000 deaths as of
April 20, 2020, businesses and
industries across the world
are constantly re-lnventing
themselves to cope with the
challenges of this disease,
While the pandemic is still
evolving, making it difficult to
ascertain the level of expected
Impact, the effect to food
systems and related incomes
for populations that wark
in the agrieuitural sector is
predicted tobe huge.
According to the World
Banks 19" Kenya Economic
Update, agriculture is still a
major driver of growth for
the Kenyan economy and
is the dominent source of
employment for most citizens.
Further, the Agricultural
Sector  Transformation  and
Growth su-amg.:- identifies
agriculture as a key sector in
achieving the envisaged annual
economic growth rate of 10
per cent. This shall be done
through the transformation of
smallholder agriculture from
subsistence to an Innowative,
commercially-orientated  and

With the emergence
of COVID-18, we shall
beleft withno choice
but te rally our food
production systems

modern agriculiural sector,

However, the impacts of
coronaines and the resulting
movement restrictions
imposed by the government
are bound to cause disruptions
in food production by these
smallholder  farmers  and
supply chains.

Over BO per cent of food
consumed  in  Kenya is
produced by niral populations
who often participate  as
farm owners (producers) or
farm employees. Disruptions
in their livelinoods would
adversely affect the poor and
other marginalised groups
with less purchasing power
and resources to adapt to this
unpredictable global crisis.

While the  povernment
continues  to  adjust  its
imposed Mmeasures in
response to emerging health
challenges, the supply and
dccess 1o important  farm
inputs and extension services
to smallholder fanmers, and
assurance of markets for their
produce is key.

To enhance productivity
at the farm level during this
perind. access to extension
services remains critical and
this has lomgely remained
elusive even in normal times,

In the historical absence of
physical extension services,
agri-prencars  and  agri-
innovators have sought to fill
this gap by deveoplng various
technologies  and  artificial
intelligence. These seek to
enhance farmers' access fo
extension services and other
agricultural information,

Arifu,  Wefarm, Twiga
Foods and Digifarm platforms
are good examples of
technological models in Kenya

that could be expanded to
reach multiple numbers of
smallholders with appropriate
farming information.

Apart  from  extension
services, technology can
alse be further embraced

in the agricultural sector to
link farmers to markets, and
buyers to suppliers. Urban
areas such as Nairobi and
Mombasa are leading In the
uptake of delivery services
for farm produce to their
doorsteps, Expected growth
in the number and |:nuuﬂ:|ty.I of
business for such services is
evident,

Consequently, the
expanded use of mobile
payment  technologies  for
transactions is set to increase
in the agricultural sector,
a5 wimessed in other areas
aof the economy with the
EOVETTMENt'S SnCouragement
on the use of mobile payment
for goods and services,

According  to @ Tecent
Brookings Institution report,
artificial  intelligence s

projected o add USD 157
trilllnn o the global seonomy
by 2030, 1t is reported thereare
nearly 400 digital agricultural
technologies being used In
Africa, with almost @ quarter
of these based in Kenya.

Digital tools are helping
many businesses to make
better istons, and farmars
Aare no exception.

Technology and new digital
tools can help farmers use
precise amounts of inputs,
identify distress in plants, as
well as keep better control of
their farm operations.

With the emergence of
COVID-19, we shall be left with
no choice but to rally our food

can
‘the deadly Covid-19 pandemic. | PHOTD BY GIDEON MAUNDU/STANDARD]

production systems towards
mass adoption of technology
in  delivering extension
support.

The  situation  created
by coronavirus creates an
opportunity for the private
sector, governments  and
development  pariners to
accelerate the growth and
adoption of technology in

improving food security,

urge stakeholders
imvolved in palicy-
formulation, nnovation
and  farmer  engagement
o consider  broadening

at
ir

financiel  and  techmical
support  to  agri-innovators

to develop appropriate tech
for  smallholder farmers,
increasing farmers’ awareness
of and use of agri-tech for
agriculiural production, while

Increasing  investment  and
research in agriculture  and
agri-tech,

Kenya Markets Trust in
its efforts to stimulate and
sustain  agricultural growth
and productivity i$ engaging
& range of stakeholders to
explore  virtual  extension
delivery strategies,

along the Mtwapa-Klifi Highway. There s an urgent need for

reach consumens as the country batties with the fear of

As we cope with one of
our greatest  generational
unprecedented crisis, we have
an opportunity to redefine
how agriculture is supposed to
be delivered in the 21* century.
Adoption of agri-tech has the
potential  to  revolutionise
Kenyas food production
systems for pu&lerlty

Oba'&h!sl‘he
Board Chair of Kenya
Markets Trust
Email: pobath@gmail.com

Association dispels fears over shortage of agrochemicals in Kenya

By Gerard Mutunga

ke
Amid fears of a second
wave of locusts' Invaslon
in  east African region
and especially Kenyl li:e
Agrochemicals

of Kenya (AAK) hls assmd
farmers that there is enough
stock of chemicals to tackle
the menace.

AAK CEO Erie kimunguyl
has further dispelled claims
out_ that the country m];ht
experience & shortage

als  as wwld

suppliers  diminish  as

maniufacturing and shipments
slowdown in the wake of
Covid -19: noting that thers
I enough in warehouses, and
Kenya is still receiving cargo
in fts ports,

“As one of Africa’s largest
agricaltural  exporters, we
have eargo-only flights, most
of which are still flying. These
have traditionally arrived in
Kenya nearly empty and left
full. Thus, even with our total
air cargo down toatenth of its
normal capacity, it is offering
more than 400 tonnes a
wesk of incoming camgo

“With these recommended products
announced, the industry now hasin
place 200 tonnes of these pesticides
suitable for locust use. Thus, it is now
a case of selection and moving to

spraying,” said Eric.

capacity, which has allowed
our industry to bring in far
maore than the 100 tonnes
needed for the next rounds
of swarm spraying,” said Eric
EKimunguyl,
In its latest locust updates
on east Africa, the United
Nations Food and Agriculturn
Organization (FAD) has raised
an alarm on giant swarms
of new =" Invasions;
terming its as a “threat to
food sectirity” in the region.
“The current situation in
East Africa remains extremely
alarming as more swarms
form and mature in northern
md central Kenya, southern
Ethlopla and probably in
Somalia. This represents
an unprecedented threat to
food security and livelihoods
becauvse it coincides with the
beginning of the long rains
and the planting season,”

notes FAD,

FAD attributed the
worsening situation as a
trigger by the onset of long
riins, a factor that may
disrupt the ongoing efforts
o tame the locusts and also
enbance hatching of new

SWArmS,

“Although  ground  and
serial  control  operations
are in progress, widespread
rains that fell in late March
will allow the new swarms
w mostly stay in place,
mature and lay eggs while
a few swarms could move
from Kenya to Uganda, South
Sudan and Ethiopka. During
May, the eggs will hatch into
hopper bands that will form
new swarms in late June and
July, which colncides with the
start of the harvest season,”
FAQ cautioned.

According to AAK, Kenya

has already concluded the
process of identifving suitable
pesticides, ateething problem
that has been a challenge
for the scientific community
globally -as the opportunity to
test insecticides on swarming
locusts is are and irr
sometimes  ocowrring  onlky
once in 20 or even 50 years,

“Eradicating locust swarms
and eggs is not an everyday
challenge that the world's
agricultural  organizations
can  test at will” noted
Kimungu

vi

However, AAK says this
challenge is in their past since
It has already identified 64
categories of chemicals for
locusts' control,

“With these recommended
products announced, the
industry now has in place 200
tonnes of these pesticides
suitable for locust use. Thus,

it Is now a case of selection
and moving to spraying,” sald
Erie

Nevertheless, the Pests
Control  Products  Board
{PCPB} has emphasized the
need to use varied insecticides
to prevent any bulld up in
resistance by locusts to any
ane product.

“We believe the initial
selections are imminent. But
the impaortant thing to note is
that as soom as the Ministry of
Agriculiure Is ready to deploy
its recommended locust
insecticides, we have them
here ready in Kenya, We may
just need to see same bold
decisions  about choosing
the right products from the
list, and about now starting
the spraying of beds and
hoppers, if we are to preempt
new  swarms,”  observed
Kimunguyl
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Covid-19. NCBA pulls
final dividend for 2019

B Kerya's third

fargest hank by
assets, NCBA, has pulled its final
dividend fo |
shama dui

through a mergar betwesn NIC

Bark and tha CBA Group kst ye
will offer investors a bonus share
ssue of one for every 10 held
nstead, it said in a statement on
Tuesday, The lender was set topay
the dividend to shareholders on

3. The beard
sigen to t

= 1ing
'mrH and the

Ferman economy”. [Reuters]

Pandemic. Developer
lends a helping hand

W Real estate finm Myspace
Properties has estended a hefping
wllnerabls groups and

Wwenda Tl
the company,
partners, hassof;
children's homes and s
tion centres in Kiben, Burst
Wasthaka and Westlands and

dorated Toad and other essential
tems [Standard Reporter]
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Can the global Brent
marker foliow U.5. crude
futures nto negative ter-
ritary ? The answer is yas.

maize farmers are
among the biggest
gainers of the

lated expendinre,
This is after the Na

Ucur

June 3L

the wulneral
against the adve

ting, Yatani noted tha

the virus as recomme:

Eiomn.
These
those not offe

Vulnerable groups and

supplementary budget
tabled in parliament.

The government will use
5h40.3 billion on Covid-19-re-

Treasury Cabinet ‘vw.t.rl.l..arw
ni .v=tutl-w tableda
ntary budget for the
current financia vear ending

Mot of the money will be
used to deal with the coronavi
rus pandenic and to cushion
population
rse effects of

the virus, including massive
joh losses

¢ with the

1} Budget
& Commit
ithe gov-
ermment had made significant
effarts to contain the spe

the World Health Organtsa

include advising
g essential
services tostay at home, main

ng; social distance, mpos
k darwems-tor-dunsk curfew 1hd
the lockdiown of four counties.

“Wie have inthis regard pro
vided a fofal of Sh40.3 billion
o mitignte agamst the impact
of the Covid-19 pa
which comprise Sh
uncher recurrent anad S
lion under development,
theCs

Maize farmers are set to
benedit from Shit billion tha
the State has allocated towards
the Strategic Grain Reserve
(SGR) to bewsed for replentsh-
ing national gikos in preparn-
tian for towegh thimes abeacd

Other allocations

The Agriculture Ministry,
said Yatand isalready in touch
with same select eounty gover-
Inquiring an the dvaila-
iy of food within their
rEgions.

An additio

| Shi0 billion
has been s ¢ for cash
trarsfers to the elderly as well
s people with disahil

The government will also
dishurse cash to peope in the
shume, with reports indicating
that low-income households
will receive a mont hy stipend
of Sh2 000,

Yatani told The Standard in

i s are belng worked
out on how the government

Breakdown. Sh33.4b is under recurrent expenditure, while Shé.9b is under development

Treasury releases Sh40.3b
war chest to fight pandemic

The Hational Police Serviee has been allocated Sh200 millon to

wirus. [ D] Naaga, Sandad]
can buy food for the whan
RO,
While most economists amd
ptlJr'nmkpm endorse cash
5. there are fears that
he right logistics
o wil not benefit.
Also contained in the See-

heip them in enforcing measures introduced to curb spread of the

nnmui:\ food mlle. and nom
food commuodities to commi
nities in arid and semi-arid

areas
Treasu

¢ has at the san

time allocated an additional

other
interventions

B The Central Bank of
Kenya freed up 5has
Iilen by reducing the
Cash Reserve Ratio and
slashed its banchmark
lending rate by a

i

reprieve, paying 25 per
cent for PAYE

gt
their congestion, have also
been bocsted with Sh200 mi

mitigat
after the
Agrney (NIS) wa
additional Shl.5 billion.

Sh200 million to the police for
security enforcement.

Prisons, & viahle breeding
1 for the virus due to

nee of ¢iti

e spread of Covid-19
wticnal Intel
1k

Court tosses out Okoa Jahazi copyright case against Safaricom

Mohile services provider Safa-
ricom haswon aprotracted legal
battle on the ownership of a
mobile telephone programme
enables subseribers to
tain airtime on credis.
Commercial Court Judge Mary
wo dismissed a copyright
st filed by two businessmen
Christopher Omiare and Michael
Ortachi - in 2009 agrinst the telco
as they did not produce evidence
that their concept was skmilar to

Safaricom's Okoa Jahazl
According to the judge, the

datmed by the two was not

v rolled oot

al as it had be

other countrie
Epypt and Spain, before Safari-
coi took it up
“The plaintiffs
fore, to be refected f
originadity. The pla

deferxiant’s concel
their id
specify what th
wiies. As T have four

ment they alleged .uumf.l the
defendant (Safaricom),”
the judpe.

ruled

“Other than pleading that the
is based on
tiff did not
ringement
, the plain

the p

Hiff s proposal was very general,”

In the case, the complainants
claimed they mrded to Safa
ricom the idea, which they
dubbed Emergency Credit Ser-

vice, on November 23, 2006

The judge heard that the idea
was to provide emergency air-
time on credit tosubseribers wh
might heve been travelling or
were in an area where they could
not ob airtime.

They argued that Safarkcom’s
Dkoa Jahazi was based on their
idea, which they had handed over
to its employees,

“The defendant (Safaricom)
failed to respond to that proposal

and in March 2008 it launched
into the market a product called
*Okoa Jahazi, which allowed its
suhseribers [ access Sergency
girtime. The product of the
chefericdant wias besed on the ideas
.|I 1’|ﬂ plaintiff contained in the

icom \.51"1 |ed the allega
tions, saying prior to receiving
the concept from the two, it ha
already learned about the

from Vodafone operators such as
Vodafone Spain

Tor prowe its case, the mobile
services company produced
emails and exchanges 3
showed it was already ca
ing the comcept before ob
the propesal from the duo,

Thieeourt aleo heard that these
were distinet differences
between the idea from the busi
nessmen and Okoas Jahazi

[ Kamau Muthoni]
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Manufacturing

Locally made ventilators unveiled

Eomya Association of Mano
facturers (KAM) has unveiled
the first batch of locally made
ventilators,

The ventllators, mamed
Pumuaishi 20, were developed
by KAM's Automotive Centre.

They have been approved by
Kenya Bureau of Standards
(Kebs) amd will be used in hos-
pitals in the hattle against the
coronavins pandemic,

“KAM's pustomotive sector is
tapping into homegrown talent
and expertise to develop venti-
tators that can be produced
immediately for use in hospi-
tals. We can see the innovation
that is possible inour country,”

said Industrialisation, Trade
and Enterprise Develop-
ment Cabinet Secretary Betty
Maina diring the unvedling an
Tuesday,

Kenya's manufacturers have
been tasked with using domes-
tically available materials and
skills to cremte innovations that
will help combat the spread of
thenovel coranavirus,

KAM Chief Executive Phyllis
Wikinga said the innovation is
a demonstration of the local
manufacturing sector's capaci-
ty to fill supply gaps.

“This ventilator named
Purmuaishi 2.0 shall be patented
and supplied locally but will

alobe produced for the export
mirkets, Kets his made stand-
ards far eritical medical items
free on its website and expedit-
g approval of products,” said
Ms Wakiaga.

“As a nation, we have to real-
se the Emportance of local con-
tent and incustry. Homegnown
solutions are key to sustaining
the fight agninst coronavirus
whilst cushioning the economy
from shocks arising out of
wirus. In the event of a power
blackout, this ventilator is
aquipped with a four hour hat
tery, enahling it tocontinie ser-
vice topatients.”

Brent rallies back from
prices last seen in1999
totrade at nearly
Sh2,100 a barrel.

By Reuters

London

il took markets on anot her
rolleronaster ride yesterday as
Brent somehow managed to
reverse an éarly 12 per cent
crash to 1999 lows and give
battered petrol currendes and
stock markets something
bucyant to climb on.

The wildest trading in oil
market history contimusd with
benchmark Brent initially
swallow-diving below $16
(5h1,656) a barrel, after US
crude prices had gone deeply
negative earlier in the week,
only to then rallyto nearty $20
(Sha. 1200,

With coronavirus lock-
downs slashing demand for
everything from petrol to jet
fuel, and markets still bloated
by a turf war belrg fought by
Saudi Arabia and Russia, plac-
£5 to store the excess supply
are running out.

Christopher Peel, CIO of
Tivistock Wealth, sabd eight
oil supertankers were now
maared on the river citside
his window in the Portuguese
capital Lishon.

“There is nowhere to put
theoil so it shouldn't come as
any surprise to anyone that
the fromt months (ofl price
contracts) are geeting deci-
mated,” Peel said, though he
predicted it should be a rela-
tively temporary situation

As well as the fightback
fromoil, there was encourage-
ment that Eunope’s main stock
markets were moving higher
after a poor close overnight in
NewYork gnd a mixed day for
Asia. Focis was on whether

European Union leaders, who

et on Thursday, will be able
o agroe more aid to help the
reghon cope with the corons-
rus outbreak. Recent days
have seen a blizzard of fresh
stimulus announced in other
BCOnomies.

The pan-European STOXX
600 index and Wall Srreet
futures were up arcand one
per cent after both went: tum-
bling rore than three per cen-
ron Tuisday following the eol-
Eaprsi in ofl prices,

Ttalianshares gained 1.2 per
cent and the government's
bond yield steadied after
Prime Minister Gliseppe Con-

“There is nowhere
to put the oil so

it shouldn't come
as any surprise to
anyone that the
front months (oil
price contracts) are
getting decimated.”

Christogher Peel, Tavistock
Wealth

Pushback. Opec+ Is weighing further steps to support battered market

Oil bounces back
fromcentury’slow

K2 : &
Expeerts say oil supply islikaly to outstrip demand for months to
come as countries struggle bo contain Covid-19. [ 7]

te said Italy, one of the ooin-
tries hit hardest by the pan-
dimic, could start pulling out
of strict stay-at-home arders
From May 4.

Traders were also buoved
after Italy breezed through a
major debt sabe on Tuesday
and speculation continued
that the Furopean Central
Bank would provide more sup-
POTT THERSUTES.

“It's nosurpe se that we see
hond yields slipping) today,”
said D7 Bank strategist Sebas-
than Fellechner, citing the con-
clusion of Italy's jumbo bond

“Brent is stable this mom-
ing ... This s also reflected
then in the government bond
market, in that we see spreads
are stabilising and (core)
yields are slightly higher this
marming.”

Germany's 10-year vield
wis up two basis points to
“0AG per cent. The five-year
15 Treasuries yield also rose
1o L35 per cent after hitting a
record low of Q3010 per cent
on Tuesday. The 10-year notes

yiedd stood at 0,58 per cent,

_HIGH_Low
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Rating

Firm cuts Kenya growth to 3.5pc

A credit rating firm has fore-
cast Kenya's Growth Domestic
Prodict (GDP) to decelerate to 35
e et thiis ysar,

Agusto & Company Lid said
pressure on agricultural éxpart,
tourism activities, locust inva-

sion and Covid-19 pandemic will
impact earlier projected growth
foracast.
The firm has givin Kenya
a"B+" sovereign credit rating.
Country Manager Ikechukwu
Theagwar said the key factors for

the rating mehided persistent fis-
cal slippages by the govermment,
leneking toexpanded extermal bor-
rowing, rising budget deficit to
GOP ratio and high-riskdebe dis

tress owing to effects of Covid-18.
[Stancard Reporter]
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State agencies and other
stakeholders seek to limit
physical contacts as the
pandemic hits the logistics
subsector with deadly
CONsequences

By Benard Sanga
In a bid to slow the spread of COVID-19, state

agencies are ieveraging on on-line systems to

facilitate trade and reduce human contact,

Kenya Ports Authority (KPA), Kenya Revenue
Authorkty (KRA) and Energy and Petroleam
Regulntory Authority (EPRA} are shifiing to
onlkieoperations o asto beat the vins mvaging
the logistics sector,

Dther agencies like the Natlonal Transport
and Safety Authority (NTSA) have ceased their
operations at the Container Freight Stathon
{CF8) which have alse been hit hard by the virus.

Meanwhilo, most CFSs in Mombasa have
ali reduced their workforce following state
agencies’ move to go online, They have urged
eustomers to pay and clear their cargo online.

Last week, KPA enhanced that the Kilindi
Waterfront System (Kwatos) st the Nairobi
Inlznd Container Depot (N-ICD) to facilitate the
auto-generation and interface of storage services
for imports.

“The aim is to reduce emails and/or human
traffie at the One Stop Center requesting for extra
stornge SSRs (Special Serviee Rendered),” sald
KPA in a rotice to shippers and customs agents.

The suthority said the system pow
automatically checks and auto-generates S5R
for storage and asto-interface it for billing on
respertive agents’ account every day at midnight,

Shippers whose comainers have not been
picked beentse the trucks have also not eotered
the depot are now alse using the system to seck
for the storage 55R

This provision will howeves ot apply to the

shippers whose containers have over stayed at
the yard and acerued storage fee before April &,
2020 when the system went Live,

“For such cases, i manual 55K will be created
apon customer request,” directed KPA but sabd
that other S5R services like change of vessels,
amindments, survey and second verification will
continue to be available at the One stop-center,

The enefgy reguiator, EFRA, has also unvetled
online issuance of all the licenses to help curb the
spread of Covid-19, EPRA regulates petroleam
and energy products imports,

“The online licenses lssuance is geared ot
improving service delivery and as n measure
o contain the spread of the coronavimus by
minimizing soclal interactions with customers,”
said Ms Gladys Njoroge EPRA  Corporaie
Communications (Mhcer,

KA has also cut down on its staff with
non-crucin] staff asked to work from home or
remately, Customers have also been urged 1o use
the taxman’s robust online systom to transoct
Business,

Meanwhile, other state agencies, like NTSA
have suspended all their-services to protect its
emplovees from contmcting the virus,

NTSA Director General George Njnosadd thisy
have ceased the issuance of the motor vehicle
number piates at the CFSs because of “inherent
health risks.

“A pumber of employees from the two
corporations have been put under quamntine
@5 a result of having interncted with victims of
Covid-19," said Mr. Njao in a letter dated April 8
e Interior Principal Secretary Karanja Kibicho,

The Chairman of the Car Importers
Association of Kenyn (CIAK) said on average
NTSA fssues number plates for over 100000
mitor vehicles at the CPS inamonth.

“The aim is to reduce emails and/or
human traffic ot the One Stop Center
requesting for extra storage SSRs
(Special Service Rendered).”

Second hand garment dealers seek
clarity overimport ban

By Pairick Beja

he recent ban an importation of second

I hand cothes and footwear by Government

follewing the outhreak of coronsvins

hns  eliciied mixed meactions from different
stkeholders.

The once vibmnt business has shrunk with
the Kenyn National Chamber of Commeree and
Industry (KMCCH advising Kenyans fo switch (o
selling new elothes ang thoes

“The ban an imparts of mitumba has chviously
come with huge losses. Bul the big picture
that Kenyans will bave access to new clothes”
saud KNCCI Mombasa branch chairman Mustafa
Ramadhan.

He said there was need for Kemyan testile
traders o access commuodities from the Export

sing Zones (EPEs) firms in the country and
sell them locally hemce promote: employment
erention.

Ramodhan wged government to  facilitate
traders make o smaothshit to new textile products
following the changes.

Chied exequtive officer of the Shippers Council of
East Africa Gilbert Lang'at said the short deadline
for the ban came as a shocker to the mitumba
market noting that some dealers have been seeking
o elarification on the government positian,

He says the move might also sfect the US
backed Africap Growth and Opportunily Act
LAGOA) textile market,

“I do mot think we are ready for the ban on
mitumbo. We should get fashion hoases to set shop
here,” he noted.

Lang'st said there is meed for review of policies
toallvw clathes meant for E(Il.ltlﬂ soid locally,

The ban was announced by Industrialization
Cabinet pecretary Ms Betty Maina and Kenya
Burenu of Standard (Kehs) to contain Covid-19. M

Maina ase said the mowe will slso promoete growth
of the Local textile sédtor,

Kebs imposed an  indefinite ban on  all
imponation of second-hand dothes and shoes,
popularly known as mitumsha, citing a standard
thae prohibits imports from 8 country expenencing
n epidemic.

“As 8 precautionary measere, Kebs wishes to
motify the penersl lic and &ll importers of used
garments and csed shoes that the importation of
wsed garments and footwear is hereby prohibited
with immediste offect untd further notice,” said
Managing Directar Lt Col (Rid) I'h':'nzrderm:u

But the mitumha dealers maintaied that the
consignments mainly from Ewrope, America and
China are fumigated before beng exported to
Kemya

“Migumba clothing, as has been the custom over
the years, undergo rigorous sorting, packing, and
fumiga tion. before being shi imto the country,
hence thelr distinet scent,” said the traders in
A statement under the segis of the Miomba
Association of Kenya.

“It'sn fact that the chothes are inspected, cleared
nnd issued with o certificate of public health from
countries of origin, fumigation cortificate as well as
clearanee by our gavernment’s qanlity agencies to
strictly ensire their safety for public pse”

Accarding o the Krn)’l Nnhr.!nnl Ei ol
Satistics (KNES), Kenyn imported 177160 tonnes
of mitumbs in 2018 walued at about 5hl-’ biltion.
This compares to 135868 tonnes 1 2007 and
106,971 tonnes in 2014,

In the first six months of last year, Kenymns
spent ShiLG6 billion in importing second-hand
clathes and footwear, according to the KENBS.

Imports have, however, as global
supply chains remadn affected, amid a trade
downtime in the wake of the Covid-19 erisis,

portof

mombasa s now paperless as operations have

Allcargoclearance at the
gene online to eliminate possible Covid-12 infections.

According to fiures released by the national
government, the import and export trade are
ameng sectors hit hard by the spread of the virus.

On Friday lost week, the state begun the
mandatory maks testing of all the over 7,000
Kenya Ports Authority (KPA) employees after
two of them succumbed to the disease.

KEPA Acting Mamaging Director Mr. Salim
Rashid confirmed that several other L~mp. oyers
had come into contact with Ms. Ursula Bulumas,
58, who succumbed to the virus on Aprild,

A second KPA employee Mr, James Cnyange
also died days after he arrived in Siaya County.
The gevernment sald Onyango had  tested
positive of the Covid-18,

On March 7, Mark Mbua Operations Manager
at Mitchell Cotts (CFS) also sucoumbed to the
coronavirus, Several other employees at the
facility have been put under quarantine,

There was andety over the spread of the
virus along the entire logistic chaln we
last week after two Kenyan truck drivers tested
posktive of Covid-19 In Uganda.

Several people who came Into contact with
the two drivers along the Mombasa-Nairobl
Highway were isolated at Makindu Sub-County
Hospital and later transferred to Makuenl
Referral hospital.

These inddents have aggmvated fears that
the virus was ‘eating into’ the once wvibranmt
logistics sector that has in the recenf years
witnessed huge Investments from both state and
TOR-SEATE ACTOFS,

A new report by the Economle Commission
for: Africa (ECA) has asked the African ports
to continue to facilitate trade, especially the
flowing of essentinl goods and services,

Covid-19 disrupts seafarers’
employment on luxury ships

By Patrick Beja
owid-19 las rudely stopped the recruitment

C of Kenyan seafarers for the lucrative jobs
on board cruise and cargo ships

Most of the seafarers, who were hired by
Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSCh on its
crulse vessel amund the world have returned
home until the pandemic is over.

Last week, a batch of 53 youth from cruise
ships in Americn and Dubai completed their
mandatory 14-day gquarantine in Nadrobi
after they fAew home following the beeak
until corona disesse is over.

Mombasa port inspector for the International
Transport Workers Fedemition (ITF} Ms  Betty
Maokena last week confirmed receiving 25
seafirers destined to Mombasa ind Malindi after
their recent return tothe county.

“The seafarers destined to Mombasa and
Malindi are among 53 who arrived in the
country before the imternational flights were
suspended bt were put in quamptine centres
[n Kairobi, Others went to Nakum and other parts
ofthe country,” she explained.

Sources  indicated  only 35 Kenyan
seafarers working on cruise ships were still out of
the country

Transport

“The sealarers destined to Mombasa and
Malindi are among 53 who arrived in the
country before the internotional flights
ware suspended but were put in
quarantine centres in Nalrobl

ministry  officials say the

recruitment plan had given hope to jobless
youth last year when more than 450 seafarers
wire recruited.

But government offidals are confident  that
the recruitment progrmme would resume
immediately Covid-19 s over.

Maritime and Shipping Principal Secretary
Mrs Nancy Karigithu explained that becsuse
ports wrne ot allowing crulse ships due 1o the
Covid-19 threats, they had to suspend operations
until the pandem ic was ovor,

She, however, noted that some of the
seafamers recruited to work on cango ships were
still working.

“This ‘iz only & suspension because of the
coronavires pandemic. The programme  will
resume mmediately the pandemic s over,” she
said

Sourcrs ot the port of Mombiasa said ship crew
members ane ot allowed to disembark because
of the Covid-18 threats which has made oruise
liners suspend visits

Prezident Uhuru Kenyatta has beon pushing
for the recriltment of the seafarers particilasly
om the cruise ships where they are paid between
ShE5s000 and Shi20,000 per month,

Last year, the president commissioned Randar
Maritime Academy and made it independent
from Kemya Ports Authority (KPA) 50 as to train
seafarers and other workers in the hlue cconomy
sector, Howsver activities at the academy that
was formerly known s Bandari College have also
Teen sispended following the mrona pandemic,
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EAC Secretariat seeks post Covid-19 Report: Prices of goods and
economic recovery strategies

By Philip Mwakio
prwakiod standardmedia.coke
African Community

ast
EIF.-\.C? has asked member
states to ensure they have in

place economic recovery plans after
Covid -12 pandemic,

Ina communicue’ from its Arusha
headeuarters, EAC said COVID-19
15 not only & major health crisis
but has far reaching ramifications
on econamiles worldwide.

The medium- and  long-term
effects resulting from the measures
taken to slow down and cont
the spread of the disease rem
unforeseeable,

"On a positive note, the free
mowvement of goods and services in
the E 5 been maintained and
the supply situstion for staple food
and basic necessities is currently
secured,” sald the communiogue’,

However, on the negative side,
enterprises across sectors including
the agro-industry and particularky
the informal sector are suffering.

EAC added that value chains have
been disrupted and tourism, a major
soiree of income in the region, has
come to & complete stand-still,

‘It is against this backdrop,
that the East African Community
Secretariat is calling upon Partner
States to immediately commence
developing  National  Economic
Recovery Plans,” EAC stared.

The East African Community
Secretariat has finalized an EAC

COVID-18 Response Flan and s
developing the EAC  Recovery
Strategy based on a regional
appraach.

“While many people have already
lost their jobs and are struggling
to feed thelr families, there Is a
window of oppartunity 10 prepane
for the time after COVID-19 and
te prevent another catastrophe",
said Christophe Bazivamo, Deputy
Secretary General In charge of
Productive and Social Sectors, EAC
Secretariat.

He especially urged States o

The EAC secretarlat has has asked member states to facllitate movement of goods

slre'n,t_',ih.('n their food production
systems by  allowing farming
activities to  econtinue, e told
the states to promote the use of
technology and digital solutions to
improve agricultural  production
and trade in agriculture products,

“On a positive note, the
free movement of goods
and services inthe EAC
has been maintained
and the supply situation
for staple and basic
necessities is currently
secured”

The EAC has wm\.ml.e,oml rains
since September 2019 in most of
its parts and the n
forecast up to May 20 b
normal to above normal rainfall.

As a result, livestock and wildlife
are striving and farmers are
expecting good harvests.

“All this presents good prospects
for  the agriculture  sector,”
siys  Fohari Marwn, Principal
.ﬂ}.nu:ll!im: Economist at the EAC

ariat,

said pastoralists and farmers
should take advi
conditions to improve animal, food
and cash erop production so as to fill
the region's food basket.

This is especially important,
a5 some of the EAC Panner States
are bracing for a second locust
invasion. The Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations
(FAD) has warned that the new
generation is expected to hatch in
May.

To mitigate the Covid-19 burden
gnd to brace for the expected
economic  challenges  following
the pandemic, the EAC Secretariat
recommends Partner States to meet
the immediate food needs of their
witlnerable populations by ensuring
that emergency food needs are met,
and to adjust and expand social

across the region despits the effects of the Covid-19.

protection programmes,

The EAC Secretarint further
urged members to gain efficlencies
and reduce trade-related  costs,
to cut food wastage and losses,
improve food storage systems and
resolve logistical bottlenecks,

According to Kenneth
Bagamubunda, Director of
Customs  and Trade, EAC
Secretariat, other possible

measures could include reviewing
trade and policy options o
address Covid-19 impacts,
reducing  import  tariffs  om
essential goods and inputs and
reviewing domestic  taxation
policies on  essential  goods
produced kocally,

Others measures being fronted
include assessing the potential
impact of exchange devaliation,
instituting  sthmulus ~ packages
to boost local production amd
promotion of imports substitution,
among other measures.

The EAC Secreta also asked
regional and internationsl partners
to establish and support short- to
long-term measires 1o compliment
Partner States'efforts to contain the
impact of the Covid-19 in the region,

While starting to prepare for
recovery  after  the Cowvid-19
outhreak, the EAC Partner States
should vehemently continoe to
implement  the measures  that
prevent and contain the spread of
the disease until the pandemic is
completely over,

This includes bans on non
essential travel and international
commercial Aights, enhanced active
surveillance and quarantining of
Covid-19 suspect cases as well as
FiSing awareniess on how to prevent
and respond to infections,

Further, the EAC Secretariat
strongly ENCOUTIRES the
strategy of “test and isolate” to
limit the spread and speed wup
the containment of the wvirus.

services could rise due to
delays at Mombasa port

By Benard Sanga
ealth measures to contain
H[:m'hl-ig at the port have
disrupted the distribution

chain which could lead to a spike in
the prices of goods and services, o
nEwW report states,

The report by the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA) sadd the
restrictions were causing delays of up
totwo days in the movement of goods
from the port of Mombasa.,

Titled  Covid-19:  Protecting
Mrican Lives and Economies, the
report warns that any disruption of
the digtribution chain would lead to
an increase in the prices of goods and
services.

“Delays of one. or two days
have already accrued at the port
of Mombasa as restrictions ame
imposed on crew changes, shore
leave and health screenings,” the
report revieals,

The report urged Africa nations
to facilitate the movement of goods,
especially, essential medical supplies
and staple foods.

It hewever indicates that all South
Africa Ports were also operating
on reduced berthe and wrged the
continent to fight the urge ta impose
expart bans because of Covid-19

“African  rountries  must HI‘U
take care that their own Covid-19
part and border health screenings,
rieclueed operat ing Huviers,
closures  and quarantines do not
unnecessarily congest food imports
or |.I|ar|||ar distribution chaing” states
the report

The reports says prices of ol
which accounts for 40 por cemt
of Africa's oxports, has halved,
and major African exports such s
textiles and fresh-cut flowers have
erashed, it notes.

Kenya is the lead exporter of
mse cut flowers to the European
Union (EU} with a market shame of
38 percent, The fower export has
however dropped, drastically, due to
the put break of the virs.

It Is estimared that ower 500,000
Kenyans, including over 100000
flower farm employees deperd on the
floriculture industry impacting over 2
miltion Hvelihoods.

The report released on April 17
paints o grim picture of the sub

sector saying the fresh-cut Aowers
trade will be hard hit by the vims
that has affected virtually all the
expart markets. “(some of} collapsed
businesses  may Rever recover,
without a rapid response from the
governments,” it stresses adding that
the level of assistance required is
unprecedented.

*The economie costs of the
pandemic have been harsher than
the direct impact of the Cowid-10." it
states adding that physical distancing
was  suffocating  and  drowning
economic activities.

It states that the impact of the
wirus on African economies could
be the siowing of growth to L8 per
eent in the best case scenario or &
contraction of 26 per cent in the
WOrst case.

“This has the potential to push 27
million people info extreme poverty,
Bven if the spread of Cowvid-19 is
suppressed. in Africa its economic
damage will be unavoidahle,” it says.

Tourtsm, which seeounts for up to
38 per cent of the gross domestic
product (GDF) of some African
countries, has effectively  been
groundied by the virus,

This is after the airline industry
thar supports it suspended most of
thelr Aights. In Kenya, all passenger
Hight s from Ewrope and USA, Kenya's
rain toarrists markets, are suspended.

A at February, reglonal carriers
inchiding Kenya Alrwiays, RwandAir,
Air Madagascar and Air Mauritius
cancelled flights to China

"More precisely, for instance, It
was estimated that Kenya Alrways
lost over $& million monthly as &
result of sugpending flights to China,”
siates the report.

To recover from the pandemic,
the African countries would, at least,
required to raise $100 billion for
bath health and social net response
and similar amount for economie
stimulus,

“Another 3100 billion is critical
for economic emergency stimulus,
including a debt standstill, the
financing of a special purpose
wehlele for  commercial  debt
obligations, snd provision of extm
Heuidity for the private sector”
states the peport
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ms'h Education

Raders are Laaders

HEALTHCIRCUMSTANCES THATAFFECT LEARNERS INSECONDARY SCHOOLS

Full Name: _ Age: S
Name of School: County:

Teacher's Name: T - Contact{number/emaill):

School's Contact: S ELE. F =

The Newspapers-in-Education Program seeks to Improve reading and retention sklills in learners In schools across Kenya. The focus Is on critical thinking
and appralsal of facts.

There are different isswes which affect learners in schools in Kenya.

GtIite a aroty su ang cue of the feltowing topics . Fieclade goar. wndorstanding of the tepie, the stpetiensed i yowt. dokood and
a daeqgediion on what gow think dheuld be done ot taaght be the dokeol, then Sabmdt to the eveadd belon.

Adolescence and puberty

Health, fitness and welght
Endomettricsis in girls

Rites of Passage - myths and truths
Disappointment and anxiety

o d o e

The

tandard
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India, Troops kill four
rebels in disputed area

W irclan government forces

kiled four mbels ina

sput ed Kash

stringent ckoown 1o oombat

the coronawirus, the Indian ammy

said yesterday, The fighting beoke
lxpe in southern

ey police and soldiers raided o
house on a Lp that miitants were
hiding these on Tuesday night,
said army spokesman Colonel
Rajesh Walia. Troops blew up the

Pouse with exploshes. [AP]

Lebanon. Gunman kills
his wife, eight others

B Lebanese security forces ane
saarching for aman who allegedly
kiied his wife and eight ather
peopk in the Countny's waist
mass shoating inyears, The man
& thought to be hiding in a forest
near Baakline, a town n the Chaul
mauntains where the killings took
phace on Tuesday, st
sald. The victims m
include at least five Sy

of thern children. The motive
remains unclear, but a local MP
said it was a of honour™ by
aman with “peychological
denmders”. [BBC]

Uganda. Police arrest
senior journalist

B The Uganda police hawe
arrested a senior fournalist over
allegations that he is Imeaved in
gitnersive activities. Police
spokesperson Fred Enanga said
Samson Kazurmba, a news anchor,
wias amesterd on Monday
nght. “He s a subject of
mvestigation and it & not in any
way connected tohis jourmalistic
work _ he 5 being investigated
topather with others” he said

[Xinhua]

The worrisome trend
comes as the Trump
administration said it
would halt the
immigration of green
card recipients for 60
days.

By Xinhua

washington

The United States is conting-
ing the deportation of thou-
sands of migrants, some
already sick with the novel
coronaviris, to the most vul-
nerible countries in the West-
em Hemisphere despite wide
spread complaints and eriti
cism, pational media has
reported.

The worrksome trend comes
a5 US President Donald Tromp
said the White House would
halt the immigration of green
card recipients for 60 days.

Since the commavirus hit the
United States, immigration
mthorities have deported doz
eits of infected migrants, lesv-
g governments across Mexd
o, Central America and the
Caribbean struggling to
respond, according to The
Wiashingion Post,

Inanemail tothe medis out
let, IS Immigrat il Cus-
toms Enforcement said it had
deported 2,985 people in the

"

coronavines disease in Cludad Juarez, Mexico on Tuesday. [Feutes ]

first 11 days of April, without
answering questions about
contimiing deportations dur-
ing the pandemic.

Mexieo and Haiti have
reported Covid-19 infections
among migrants deported
recently from the United
5 ials said on Tues-
day, inaddition to the dogens of
Guatemalans flown home by US
customs since late March who
tested positive for the corona-
er returning.

In Mexico's Tamaulipas
State, acrass the Rio Grande

from the zouthern tip of Texas,
afficials sy that the state is
reoeiving roughly 100 depor-
tees every day, some of whom
are already sick when they
arrive, The Washington Post
reparted.

On Monday, Tamaulipas
State aut horities said at east 15
migrants from a number of
countries tested positive for
the coromvirus at a shelter in
northern Mexieo, adding they
have been placed in isolation,
according to a report from
tedeSUR, & Latin American mul

Pandemic. US Immigration and Customs Enforcement deported 2,985 people in the first 11 days of April

US deports migrants to
poor states amid outbreak

Mexic a National Institute of Migration (INM) bullding after being
deported from the United States and crossing the Paso dal Norte border

bridge amid the spread of the

OrTL
i Sunday, Guate-
dent Alefandro
Giammattel said a total of 50
migrants deportedby the US 1o
the Central American country
had tested positive for Cov
-1, rele SUR reported

The stepped-up border
restrictions by the US have also
left many children arriving at
the border without adult
puandians, enusing widespread
eriticism from human rights
advocates,

39

on Twitter:
@ecnnl
A proposed bill banning

abortion in Poland pre-
sented a fresh challenge
for women's rights activ-
ists there: how to protest
in the time of coronavirus

Revival

EU mulls
huge virus
recovery
roadmap

European Unlon leaders are
preparing for a new virtual sum
it to take stock of the damage
the Covid-19 pandemic has
inflicted on the lives and liveli
hoods of the bloc's citizens and to
thrash out & more robust plan to
revive their ravaged economies.

As some Europeans take thelr
first tentative steps out of con
finement to return to work or
schoal, and as businesses on the
continent cauthoushy open thdr
doors, the leaders will endorse
urgent spending measures and
dibate a massive recovery plan
they hope to introduce in coming
wiseks,

Aroamd one milllon people in
Europe and Britain have now
testect positive for the novel coro-
navirus and more than 100,0000f
them have died — over halfof the
waorld’s death toll —aceording to
the European Centre for Disease
Preventian and Contraol.

Experts believe thase official
figures understate the troe toll of
the pandemic, due in part to Him
ited testing and difficulties in
counting the dead during a crisis.

Today's EU summit, the fourth
video conference bitween the 27
EU leaders since the outbreak
struck Italy two months ago,
comes at an extremely deficate
time, Trust between them has
eroded, with hard-hit Ttaly and
5pain lacking confidence that
wealthier partners will toke
swift, sweeping measuresbacked
by real economic firepower. [AP]

Calls grow to treat pandemic shock with ‘green recovery’

As the world marked the 50th
amniversary of Earth Day yester-
day, calls were growing for gov
ernments o treat the shockof the
coromavinis with "green recov-
ery” packages torspura shift to s
Je-carbon futune,

Although many countries
TemEinan a pandemic emerggncy
footing. some investors, politi-

clans and companies see the
lomger-term economic response
a5 a chance to address the more
prodfoumd risks posed by climate
chinge.

"There's a lot of pressure for
those fiscal stimulus packages,
when they come, to be low-car
o, climatesmirt,” Peter Batts,
aformer bead dimate negotiator

for Britain and the Buropean
Uiy, tokd Reuters Television

“Arisk clearly, isthat forsome
governments amound the waorld
there will bea hage premium on
BEETing th acOnoTEy MOV, get-
ting people back into jobs,” said
Mr Betts, now an sssociate fellow
ot the Chatham House think-tank
in London,

With a major UN climate suny-
mit initially scheduled to take
place in Glasgow in November
postpaned to next year because
of the virus, Betts said the slot
could be wsed instead to convens
finance minksters to coordinate
Ereen recovery plans,

“With something [ike climate
chinrgze we know that it is coming

amd know that there are wayswe
can prepare for it that would be
relatively loweost,” he said.

“And what we're seeing with
thits pandemic is that if you wait
until the crisis hits, the costs ane
mmich greater,”

So far, rich countries have
focused on stunching the dam
age toindustry, [Reuters]



&0 world

In Brief

DR Congo.48dieas
heavy rains wreak havoc

W At least 48 people died asa
result of the torrential rin that hit
thecity of Uvira last Fridey and its
surrourding areas in the South
Kivu province in the east of the
Democratic Repubbc of Congo
{DRC). Sarme &8 bodies wens
found by rescue workers,
according to a provisional
assessment provided by the
provincial authorities on Tuesday.
The haavy rains also damaged
nearly 5,000 dtes and destroyed
the water collection centre of the
country's public sector company
Regidesn, Accordng to official
Information provided by South
Kivu's government, several human
Itarian actions are underway in
Livira to help the victims. President
Felix Tshiseked has sent a strong
govamment team 1o support the
provingial team. [Xinhoa]

Uganda Long-distance
drivers up Covid-19 cases

W Liganda has
the number of its confirmed
coeonairys cases from 56 to 61, to
Inchucte four Fanyan andone
Targanian loory drivers who were
testedal its borders. The country
started testing all long-distance
drivers twoweeks ago. They ae
then allowed to continue thei
|ourneys, and are tracked down if
found to be positive for Covid-19
Initially, Uigarda had nat Included
these confirmed cases inits
afficial data tended o
depart the drivers. World Health
Crganisation iegulations requie
that every case is counted and
treated in the country where the
patent has been tested Betweean
700 and 1,000 cross- bosder cango
drivers are tested every day,
according to the ministry, [BBC]

revised upwards

Fwand o Commonwealth
summit postponed

B This year'’s Commonwaalth
Heads of Government Meeting
{Chogm) that was scheduled to
be held in Rwanda has bean
pastpaned because of the
coronavirus pandemic. More than
10,000 delegates, nchuding heads
of state and the Prince of Wales.
were expected toattend the Xth
surnimit in the capital, Kigali, in
about two months. A new date
has not been announced This was
Foing to be the first time for the
surnmilt 1o be held in a country
that has no colonial inks with the
LIK. Rwanda, whichwas formerly a
Belgian colony, pined the
Commanwealthin 200% [BBC]
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Pandemic. One-tenth of the new special budget will go towards the most vulnerable people

South Africa budgets
Sh2.7tr to fight virus

Ramaphosa says the
top priorities are

ing the virus
and relieving “hunger
and social distress™ as
millions of South
Africans struggle to
survive,

Sourh Africa’s president
his announoedan “extraondi-
nary budget” of $26 billion
(Sha.7 trillion) to address the
hiige socioeconomic effects
af the coronavins pandermic,

President Cyril Rumiagpho-
54, in a national address sakd
the “historic” amount is
roughly 10 per cent of the
GOP of sub-Sahardn Africa’s
most developed country.

The top priorities ane com
bating the virus and relieving
“hargger and social distress”
as millions of South Africans
struggle to survive under
lockdown, he said, adding
that “our country and the
ol wie Livee i willl nuever be

the same agein®,

One-tenth of the new spe-
cial budget will go towards
the eountry’s most vulnera-
ble people over the next six
maomths inone of the world's
mast wnequal nations, The
pandemic his exscerbated
inequalities, Mr Ramaphosa
said.

“We are resolved not
merely 10 Teturn our éeono-
miy tovwhere it was before the
eoronavirus, but to forge a
new econamy ina new global
reality,” he said, adding that
“OUr TEW RCONOMY TSt be
foumded on Fitirness, empow
erment, kistioe and equality”.

Poverty and food inseci-
rity have deepened dramati
cally since the lockdown
began on March 27,
Ramaphosa said, and he
acknowledged that govern-
ment food distribution has
been unable to meet the
“huge need”.

Some 250,000 food parcels
will be distributed over the
next two weeks, said the
president, who strongly con-
demmned reports of officials
diverting aid.

Local medin reports have
described instark detail how
families are trving to pradtice
social distancing in crowded
shacks in Informal sertie-
ments. Some communities
have been in the dark for
weeks or months, unable to
meet electricity payments,
clean water often comes
from shared community
taps, ifat all.

Ramaphosa said other pri-

250,000

¥ Food parcels that will be
distributed over the next twa
weeks.

grities for the new budget
include the protection of
companies and workers ina
country where the economy
had been struggling even
hefore the pandemic,

The lockdown has halted
most economic activity, with
anly essential service work-
ers in sectors like food and
haaltheare allowed to oper-
ate.

A large part of the work:
farce is in the low-income

informal sector Ramaphosa
announced special increases
to the monthly social grants
upan which about 16 millian
of South Africa’s 57 liom
people rely for survival,

Thie virus and measires (o
contain it will continue to
take a severe toll “in the
weeks and months to come,”
with many people losing
their jobs, the president said.

Unemployment already
hiad been 29 per cent. The
central bank now projects
that TP will fall by wup to 6.1
per céent this year

South Africa’s lockdown s
sel o continue wntfl May 1.
While painfl, it has been
“ghsolutely necessary” to
save tens of thousands of
lives, Ramaphosa said, South
Africa has the most con-
firmed virus cases in Africa
with 3465,

“If we end the lockdown
oo s00n or tooabruptly, we
riskamassiveand uncontrol-
lable resurgence of the dis-
ease,” the president said.

He will adedress the natlon
todkay with detnils on Bfting
of restrictions.

Ramadan. Saudi to ease curfew hours during holy fasting month

: reparted. Currently, ving in aras under 24-hour
uﬁﬂmmu%mmmmm

| Mozambique |
Militants
kill 52 in
Delgado

Thie Defence and Security Forc
es of Mozambigque (FDS) con
firmed that 52 young people were
killed by Insurgents in the coun-
try's northernmost province
Cabo Delgado, secording to local
meedia,

The massacre occurred in the
first week of April in the village of
Hirad, Mubdumbe distriet, whese
thevictims refused tobe enrolled
by the insurgents, who later
lsunchid attacks on them, FDS
spokesman for the Joint Com-
mand Orlando Mudumane said,

“Recently, the evildoers tried
to recruit young people to join
thelr ranks, but there was resist-
ance from the side of the vouth
This provoked the wrath of the
meabe factors who indiscriminate-
Iy killed, cruelly and disholically,
52 young people in the village of
Xitaxd, district of Muidumbe,™
local newspaper Jormal Noticias
qquptied Mr Modumane as saying.

Several districts in Cabo Del-
gado have been going through
such turmail as agroup of armed
insurgents carried out attacks
against cvilians and military tar-
gets in the region from time to
time since October 2017,

The FS has called on young
people to reskst the attempts to
miake them join the group, Mudu-
mane said the FOS urgad all
stakiholders to cooperate in the
fegght againet the rsumpgents sow-
ing: terror, [Kinhua)

Coronavirus

UN: World
atrisk of
‘biblical’
famines

The world is at risk of wide
spread famines “of hiblical pro
porthons” enused hy the corona-
virus pandemic, the UN has
warned

David Beasley, head of the
Waorld Food Programme (WFP),
siild urgent setion wis neadid to
avobd a catastropha.

A report estimates that the
nmumber of people suffering from
hunger could rise from 135 mil
Thom to more than 250 million.

Those maost at risk are in 10
countries affected by conflict,
economic ¢risis and climate
change, the WFF said.

The fourth annual Global
Report on Food Crises highlight -
ad Yemen, the Democratic
Republic of the Congn, Afghand
stan, Venemuela, Ethiopia, South
Sudan, Sudan, Syria, Nigeria and
Haiti.

In South Sudan, 61 per cent of
the population was affected by
food crisis last year, the report

said, [BBC])
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A& al

Talanta Mtaani Season 4 |

Who will be the ultimate winner of
Talanta Mtaani Season 4?
find out Tonight

Watich the show MU0 e &
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AND USE OUR SERVICES

OFFICE HOURS:

Manday - Friday: & 1o 30

Saturday: Sam o 2 30pm

DEADLINE FOR CLASSIFIED BOOKING

Weekdays: 40
Weakends: icm

NAIRDEI
Digzer Classifieds: &M Bank Towers, Ground Floar, Banda

g4

BUREAUS

EMBU

Commercial Bank Bullding (KCR),

1= floor, Room 121,

Avertising & Chrcultation: 0 9-01Z898.

ELDORET

AT and Cpp. Juma Hajee Arcate on

Galaxy - Opposite Nakumatt.
Tel O e-012870 or 0718-M2473.

KISUMU

Tutfoam Mall, Ground Floor, Opposite Vassity
Flaza, Achleng Oneko Road

ek Q7901 2870/ 2676/ 2677

MOMBASA

Diamond Trust,

hmund Fioor, Moi Avenue.

2+ ficor, along Kenyatia Avenue.
Tek OF 19017868, 071%-012855

NYERI

Sun Guest House & Hotel,

14 flgar, Opp Central Hotel, Along Kanisa Road.
Tl Q779012891 Acheertiving 079017804,

T L0 acoent an imdtaticn contaied in any
11 THE STANDARD
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fOU'LL GET RESULTS!
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PERSONAL NOTICES
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LOSS of Title Dead LR No 20172/252,
IR N 94432 registered as King-size
Co-cperathe  Sockety, Por land in
Mavoka, Athiriver Arez

LOST Tithe deed loc IMukuriaSid
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OUMODATION OFFERED

KENYA Combar] 7500 5g1 M000EM Deer 200
KEN'YA Comfor Reggae Mix Opp lesvange

REGGAE Kenya Comfort Faolel Nim Place
5 2500 Dbl 1000 Roam Only 200 Beers
0TI TTTTIROTN TTTILOTEZ 262000

E8JHOTELS

Kewya Comifot HotelSuites Are Open
10 Kemyan & 50%  Discount
OPIZZR000/TETTY, OT3460EE6E

Kenya Comfort CBOD Q737 797973,
Kemya Carmdnm M 0737 1011

L1 /PROPERTIES FOR SALE

BURUBURU ph? 4br makonefie
SH1EM OTAOS0AFE?

RUARAKA Habadogo L3acre wilh
Bodown O722-BAITTL, T2 36304

KAHAWA ‘Wendami Sstorey bailding
with SRS DedsAers  Income
S000kpm,  prioe - S5M Neg
DH650682

KASARANI Maternity & storey build-
ing with A2units of beckitters each
@500 plus Zusits of 1 by exh
@10000 ictal inc 2930004pm price
I0M DA GB06ET

KASARAMI Chayworks fstocey Build:
ing with ing JST000KpM price @40
RN
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KIAMIBU KErigiti 5 storey bullding with
20units of 3t each GF6500kpM price
S5M 0746806782

KIAMBY RD Muskioom estaty She
masoneite  on  OSacre  GTOM
CI'.'-H:SZI!&QB?

l!l.ll!!l.t l-llglllln By pw bungaiom
an 50100 G725 m 0746504082

ZIMMERMAN S5ty P with 67w
nits of ibe JUA00K per wnd total
niome  T440006pm  peice  HIM
Q74606002

LO/PLOTS/LAND FOR SALE

35 acres for sale - Kajlado 2 parcels
of 35 acres at 2Im per am. Can
be subdivided on roquest (ol
a4 TR

S5aC [ LN Dundori-CRarzgita
724142050
if8 Ac Namanga 600k meg

O72IT85EL4

ATHE river town L5&0ES inlusirial
plot farmac 0722858562

BIRIKA £.5 & Todry 0025772819
BIRIKA 23, 1.5, 143 OFSTIAELS
DAGDRETTI (L160ac (722519049
DAWAMU 50100 1.2m 0725990

EMBU Kinrwiings 10 neres Wkm off
Siakign rood. DTS 2I0086

ISINYA 5 acres fronting tarmac & 24
ATes iown cendre, 0725210219 owner

ISINYA Nkito Town 50800 plot ready
tigle Tioms tarmac (TS0

JUM Kenyatta Rd LA Ele 3M
Wutgak-inn 1Bac, 2.8M 0722467230,
U733

JUM pme pits or Je@ Town
Liac@3sm 072 BIS06 36/
0724238450

KAJADD Town 114 plots Makula area
on  iarmac  chean  biides.  Quith
sale P AsA021

KAMITI Corned [/ Kamiti Ridge Estpe
LMacre J00M from maln [armac fad
ready  fitles  call  OVL399E763,
L7225 B0

KAMULL 300 | 00 900K (7227788500
KANTAFU Domp  Sabuk  L/Bacm
S)0m from tarmac ready titkes call
0713998 M3, 072257506
KARANJEE imr I/B pt dev OTBE
w5050

KAREN 70wy @50
OTTISE0T3

KAREN 4ills Gated | Acre 70m Call
Dies 0730 201377

per  &r

KAREN 2.5acres prime Eand ready far
develnpment. Dffers: 0722526408

KAREN- 1/2ac plot red soll 35m call:
Q7206210

KAREM Shade [7ac 22M 0722467230

KASARAMI Clayworks foeching Thika
RO 053¢ good for Petrol Station
SISM CTA6B06982, 072793434
NASARAMI 12 acre, titke 0777 370
184

KASARAMI istorey HSE inc 250KPW
I DT HE0HFE2

KATAMI  IMacre  behind  Katzni
Horspita 2.5m ono 0723560455
KATANI 1/4 dore 350 0717-333344
KEMOL  plois /B acredCall
DT203153%% or 07289 38354

KIAMBU road Kugeria 12 acm
nu!ll'!'gi:\:lenﬂTEISMS??

KIKUYU  Machu |f8ac II.tH\ 25{.h.
D057 444, 07 TI95910 PATTMOS
KIMAMATIEONDD 58 acres near
Sopa Lodges 0722519049 owner
KISAJU Afya Sacco Scheme 14 acre
Fam from: main rad 0722762750

Yo boak and pay for
AN Now and pay

AthBIEE O yOUT

your
nw-uhm Send ataxt

with your advart to:

21221

KITENGELA muich sale, prime | Macre
Mot @ 27 Call: 07275889160

KONZA Zac  Comm  Plof  SK
OT2ETRIIES

KONZA Mallli X0040es 0727753815
KONZA 300mis G475 (P 455844

LAIKIPIA 478 aoes overlooking
Mwiliiria  Hill  nelghbering\Depaets
Censervancy, Wy Wy .
D725 9049 cwmir

LAKE clementaita plot nexi 1o the
lake Sacres sullable for camps,
Iodges, Nef, OTHI98E656

LELEMENTAITA lind louching the
Tkt good, for hofel OP00632 151

LAVINGTON bathery RO (540
120 OTAEB6TE?

LENANA 7-5arres ideal Tor develop-
masnt an tarmac §7228585672

KITEMGELA | Macre 25m 072072801
MABRNZONI Zacs A5m. 0TI3E2Z3TS

MAKUY U @150K
O7P9R455844

MARAGWA Dobo I 24 OT0ISE5LH

Manaja

MARAGUA Kaharatt dac (723458507
MATHIRA B Sarres 718553849
MAURUI bypass L2ac 0722467730

MEMBLY prime  LEac  1dac
T AEETHI0

NATVASHA facres (071991166
NANYUKI Zkrm @370k 0799455444

NATRA Edtate prime Titke
722815340

ln!lﬂ ?1( tarmac ﬂ; m-i:rlass
III!I“ !.f-la( IJmﬂ?B’QﬂlB&E
NDEIYA dar tarmar 0785471588

MGARA, Pargam, 50 3. 50100
comm. Hte Price - 36-66M neg
OT2I513344

NGOG road nakumal junfion. Tidms
with  petio  station,  &00W
neg 0722520514

NGONG Clociua Kares West S0x100
Sacre plots. 0722682266 oaner

NGONG | kimuka /8 b LI m &
momths instalment 0723218073

NYAMAKIMA Durpma RD 507100 1t
plot with ok buikding price g150M
OT468069E2

OLRALOU 10, 20, 75 072246730

ONGATA Hongal Masal Lodge SAcres
primé e 0722858562

ONGATA- Rorgad Nhkoral 1B, 174, 172,
acre plats ready titie: 07 22682286

ONGATA Rongal prime plots, 400m
From 1 & 3w Bengaiows 0721646646

PANGANI lacre on Thika Rd. Super
Highwiry prime 0721564577

PRIME 16 quarfer acre plols focated
¥7km frm Magadi Rt 10km from Tuala
market price BOOK per plof. Contac
O7T24545326, DTXFE64924

REDHILL Heaghts Gatanga rd dlem off
Thika rd WPace gated 10m. Call
O 226677 FY awner

RONGARACACIA S00003Fm  lkm
Trom hjway. call 0774883420

RUGIRU Kok Bypass bebind Fringy
SOxI00N Commential plots with titke
5.5 OT4658 00562

THIKA Maki I/2ac Q723468507
Landimark Propert s LTD

THOME | fouching bypass (5ac
SEOM 07468069582
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A CELEBRATION OF ALIFEWELLLIVED

Bessie Kadide Mwangulu

Waregnot to announce the death of Bessk Kadide Mwangulu which
occurred on 21 Aprl 2020.

She was the wife of the late Jlames Gachuld Munene; mother 1o
Wandy, Jorry and Nellma and Jayson, Grandmother to Makayla
Tuirria

Daughter of the Bte Edwin and late Ruth Mwangulu. Sister to the
late irene Mudachi, John Leda, Lydia Ndapatanl, Priscila Korl, isaac
Dunda, Florence Tomo, Sammy Chilumo, the late Pamala Mwanguly
and Ermman el Ny@wa.

Tha funeral sarvice and burial will ba held at Lang’ata Cometary on
Friday 24th Apell 2020 from 10:00a.m.

Duié 1o the government s directive on pubile gatherings only.a limited
nurrber of family members will attend.

‘We ame thaniful fior the support of many during this difficuft
time. Contributions may be sent via Mpesa to Wendy Munene -
DO71953473L

Didiplans <d
Rejolce nthe Lord always & again | say rejolce.

PROMOTION TO GLORY

Mrs. A.-rule WairimuNGUGI

‘With humility and acceptance of God's will, the Ngugl family wishes.
teanncunce the promotion to glory of urvery dear and loving Mum
- Anna ‘Wakimu Ngugh She passed on whie undergoing treatmant
I Madre bl on the 17" April 2020. She was a firm balever in Christ.

She was the daughter to Ruth Njeri and the late Samuel Ng'ong'l.

Anne was the loving and caring Wile to Mwalimu Ngugl Kimani,
Makurnu. Laving Mum to Kim, Sam, Nduta, Morl and Joy, She was
& dear Sister o Maina, Mjoroge Hagla, Wambul and Nyanjira.
Grandmother to five grand-children Anne Wairimu, Anne Wairimu,
Mt han Musal, Max Mutongona and ERana Kimani

The cortege eaves MP. Shah Hespital on Friday, 24% Aprll 2020
fior a funeral service and burlal in Kimand {Sub-location); Gatanga
{Division); Muranga County,

Mum - those special memares of you will atways bring a smike onto
our faces. The fact that you are no longer with us will always case
us pain, bit you are forever in our Hearts.

Tiif we meet again.

4 =
- Celebrating“ £

What God arranges
for us to experience
at each moment is
the best and holiest
thing that could
happen to us.

Jean-Perre de Caussade

PROMOTION TO GLORY

I

Gerald Benjamin Gitoenga

It s with groat sadness thatwe announce the promotion to giory of Bider
Geamid Benjamin Gitonga on Saturday the 18, April, 2020 after a short
Iiness bravety borma Until his death, he was serving as an elder of PCEA
Macedonia Church, Bambka Parish, Kajlada Presiytery,

Loving hiusband to Naomi Wangar Gitonga. Amazing dad to Caml and
Patrick Kasiuki, Florence ard Jon Mpugl, Late Emmah Warmuyu and
Pailineg ard Mk Hermann. 5on ta the Late Bengamin Niaiu and Late
Jael Myarmbura, Son in law to the labe David Wambugs ard Late Sh#Toh
‘Warnbul

Brothed of Elshiba wamiyi, Joshua Mochil, Late Eva Nguthar, Late
Jarrit Munga, Meshack Maingl, Pinfls Wanjru Deborah Wandla. Rose
Kiarie and Charity Mgadi.

Brothes-in -law of Late Muchungl Alice Monica, Mguthari, Darmaris, Late
Fiarie, Ngar, lsabela Esther and the Late Mgara Late Muriithi and kMercy.
Samuel and Priscila

Doting Grardfather to Chris, Chu Jule, Makena, Jaba, Michasl Mitchele,
Jata and Kul

e wiil be laid to rest at his Orgata Rongal Farm  Melonyle Road on Friday,
Apeil 24, 2020,

Binssed ane the pure i heart for they shall see Goall
(idatiew 5:8)

You may encoLmier
Bt you must not

In fact, 1 may be ne
encounier the defeats, so you
knoww wiho you are, what you &
rise from, and fiow you can
come out of
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Rory Mciiroy in the Armold Pt.lm; Imdtational
golf tournament. |47

Mcliroy
against Ryder
Cup withno
cheering fans

World number one Rory Mellroy has add-

voice to the chorus of i Pr-=.|-|1p-\&rul
idea of playing this year's Ryder

o place 2 :

sin fre sep T that has
included studying whether the tournament
could be pla hout fans

PGA chief executiv
oartier this v

of the raucous
tacke,
Moy, speaking du
event for sponsors Ta
wiokd rather see this year's e
ayear than played before empty gall
“l have aj g view on this,
the finar
invodved —t
on the Ryder C:
know ar appre p
without fans is not & Ryder Cup,” Mcllroy

peoled wrach rather they delay it
kan play it at Whistling
fans. And that's from a Eu
merica, knowing that I'm
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Matiomal L sague clubs have voted
o end the 2019-20 season at £5

cusrent point.

The 27-year-oldis a Systems
Engineer at Down to Earth
Technologies Limited.

By

onpngowashington i @amalom

Constant Wakhura, the Butali
Warriors Hockey Chab captain, s not
your usual team leader,

He strives to get the best out of
himsalf in and outside the pitch,

Hee was conficdent of leading Kenya
Hockey Union (KHLD Premier Liague
defending champions Butali Warri-
ors to their third consecutive tith
this year, bat the coronavirus pan
demic has other bdeas.

He was appointed team captain
earbier this year, trusted to fill the
shoes of Kenneth Nyongesa, who
stepped down after leading the club
fior six years.

With no time frame as to
when sporting activities in
Kenya and around the warld
will resurmne, Wakhura has
decided to tumn to his other
focus in life;

being the engineer he js.

“ have a Rachelor's Degree in
Business Information Technology,
with a major in Networking. Becanse
there i no hockey due to the coroma-
virus pandemie, my workd now is all
about systems engineering,” said the
former Strathmore University
defander.

Hoc key. Butali Sugar captain trains daily to keep fit

Wakhura strikes a balance
between work and hockey

Constant Wakhura's
profile

W Age-2Tyears

B Position-Defender

B Chub-Butall Warviors (captain)
B Former Club-Strathmare
University

B Occupathon- Systems
Engineer

B Achievements- KHLU Premies
League chamglon 20768 and 2019

The 2-year-old is asystems engi-
neer, a certified Cisco Network Asso-
clate in rowting and sm[rjillh; and
aleo o certified Siemon instadler,

“We offer 1T Solutions spedalising
in enterprise level Server and Net-
work systems integration. We work
with our clients to integrate their
business processes with technolo-
gies that keep them ahead of the
competitive curve,” Wakhur

“Incisco networking, we deal with
routers, switches and acoess poings,
while in Siemon installation, it all
about strisctu e
added

Accomding tothe Butal man,
it ha been somewhat diffioult
1o koep dokng what he loves
most given the restrictions
on movement, bot he is
committed to helping cli
ents remotely,

"We work from
home because it is
all about systems
amnd software but we
try to help dients
remotely within the
capital city,” he sajd
Despite that, Wakurn
=ays he pgides betwaen truin
Ing sessions and work.
“1 wake up at Gam for my
IO runs (10K
for an hour.

Thereafter, 1
et back towork.”

“In the afternoon, |
workout from home,
doing sit-ups, press-ups
and push-ups. All these
Tk e it oy it~
ness level,” said the
national team player.

With his major concern being job
security and playing time, Wakhura
urges all Kenyans to adhere to the
Ministry of Health's directives,
which will help in dealing with the
coranavins pandemic,

“We hope the situstion will be put
undir contral very soon so that we
can resumae our dally routine”™ he
s,

Wakhora, who also plays for the
national team, signed for champions
Butall Warriors in 2016,

Engineer Constant Wakhuru of Butall Warriors
practices at home. Top: Mr Wakhuru at work.
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Coronavirus. Sport, Arts and Sodal Development Fund COVID-19 kitty set to roll out tomormow

Uhuru offers hope to
athletes over funding

Head of Statere-
Assures ernment
has not n
sportsmen and
women.

By Rodgers Eshitemi

andasimodidcg

President Uhuru Kenyatta
has promised to use the
Spart, Artz and Social Devel-
opment Fund to cushion all
the athletes from the rmvages
ofthe commavirus pandemic.

From the Kenyan Premier
Lengue, to volleyball, raghy,
baskethall, hockey, handball
and athletics, the athletes are
struggling to deal with the
partial lockdown that has
turnaed their daily lives
upside down,

in yesterday's public
address to the nation, Keny-
atta said the government
through the Minisiry of
Sparts, Culture and Heritage
s working out on modalities
o help sportsinen and wom-
en curing this dificult tme,

Thiz comes barely two
weaks after the president
directed the Ministry
throggh the Sports, Arts, anid
Social Development Fund to
sot pside Shio) million to
eushion local athletes from
the effects of the pandemic.

“Most of the sporting
activities in the world have
been suspended due o the
coromavinis pandemic. Just
Itke those who have lost johs
in other sectors, the sporting
inchstry in the country has
alsobeen affected,” said Uh-
ne

“Wi have not forgotten
oiar sportsmen and women,
We are looking at the best
possible ways of assisting
them We are going to assist
each and every vulnerable
Kermyan until the pandemic is
contained. We are going to
see how best we can use the
Sports Fund and other ave
ks i cuslion them diring
this difficult period.”

On April 11, foothall stake
haolders led by former FKF
president Sam Nyamweya
appealed to President Ui
o consider measures toalle-

We are going to
see how best we
can use the Sports
Fund and other
avenues to cushion
them during this
difficult period.”
Uharu Kenya, President of
the Republic of Kenya

Mathare United Lenncx Ogutu (left ) and Promise Chinonsa
during KPL match at Machakes stadium on February 2. [Flo]

wiate Kenya's top tier league
in thi Wik of the coromvi-
rits pandemic,

The stakehobders said: “1t
s our passionate appeal that
the President considers
intervening and directing the
Sparts Artsand Sodal Devel
opment Fund to release
finanekal gramts to the Ken-
yan Premier League chibs to
assist in alleviating and mith-
gating against the economic
challenges faced by the KPL
players and their families,”

The stakeholders pleaded
further, “Your Excellency, the

past six months has seen our
players go through extremely
difficult times, being unable
to pay for their house rent
and eventually kicked out,
unable to fead their families,
pay schaool foes for thedr chil-
dren, medical hills for cheir
families and dependents.”

And in ght of the presl-
dent's directive, the Ministry
of Sports has already
engged the private sector to
set upa karty 1o cushion the
athletes.

According to the Minis-
y's Chief of Staff Rose

Ubwry and former
PM Oclinga during a KPL

match betwean AFC and Gor
at Kagarani on March 8.[F <]

Wachuka, the kitty which is
targeting to raise between
Shis0milionand Sh200 mil-
Tion is1fkely tomoll out tomor-
o with priority given tothe
most wilnerable cases.

“We have had very posi
tive feedback from the pri-
vaie sector and we are far-
geting to raise between
150 mand Sh200m. 1f we
raise three-quarters of that
amount, then we are good to
B

“We are still working on
somye miodalithes before roll-
ing the programme out.
We've o follow-up mieting
with our partners today
(Thursday}), so0 we will be
rolfing out the progranme by
Friday.

She added: “We are work-
ing with the federations and
we trust they will to give us
the names of the athietes
who are indire need. It is not
an entitlernent because this
COVID-19 jusr kit all of us ot
the same time, but we are
doing our level best to cush-
ion our sportsmen and wom
en

Sports 45

COVID-19, K'Ogalo diehard fan makes own masks

INNOVAation. cormania fan jaro Soiawith ris family
wearing mas ks and a san tizer at their home in Nairobi yesterday in one
of the measures to contain the spread of cornavines. He selis some of
the masks in bid to bid the COVID-19. [Stafford Ondego, Standard]

In Brief

Eredivisic. Dutch league
season cancelled

B Profescional soccer in the
Metherlands is effectvely over for
the rest of the seasonbut dubs
st wait until Frickay to find out #
champions are 1o be declared and
what will happen about promation
and relegation The govemment's
decision toextend a bian on peblic
events until September 1 inan
etfort 1o prevent 3 new wave of

COVID-19 cases brought a
prematie close to the league
campagn, which was suspended
last month due to the pandermic
Dutchchubs had been divided over
whether totry and get the season
back underway, as encouraged by
UIEFA, but that debate was anded
when Prime minister Mark Rutte
extended restrictions by thee more
maonths. The Dutch Football
Ascociation (KNVE) was quick 1o
follow Rutte's address with a
statement effec tively caling off the
rest of the 2019-20 campaign,
although they said they would he
consulting with UEFA before final
confirmation

[Reuters]

Serle A, Clubs agree to
complete season

B [taly's 20 Sene & teams have
burled their differances and
unanimously agreed that they
should try and complete the
2019-20 season which is cumently
at a standstil because of the
COVID9 outhreak. Previoushy,
several clubs, including Sampdoria
and Toring, had opposed carrying
on while Bresoia went furthaer,
saying they would predfer to forfail
rmatches rather than Lake tothe
field. However, Serie A sakdina
statement on Tuesdlay that
everyone now agreed they shauld
try and finish the season, which has
been susgended since March 0
“The Sarle & general assembly met
this morning and confirmed, with a
unanemaus vote of A 20 cubs

SERIE A

Alago of ltaly's Lega Serie A

connected by video conference, the
intention to complete the
2019-2020 foothall season, i the
govarmment allows it to take place”
sad the statement. [Reuters]

COVIB-19. Football
returnnot viable says
Colombia president

W Colombian President han
Dugue has dismissed the idea of
restarting the county's socoer
league behind closed doos. saying
o o 50 would endanger the health
of plyyers and staff “Explain to me
hew one Can guamntes a compett
thon with more than 20 teams and
nnt one player has the cononav-
rus? " Dugue sad ina radio
intarview with the La FM station
“Eaplain to me how one puarantees

that in addition to the players and
the coaching team, that in addition
1o 1 the wihale support staff,
the physiot i, the kit men,
the transportation staff, that none
of them has the coronavins. It's
very difficult” The South American
ration declred a pubiic hoalth
emergency on March 12 and
suspended all public svents,
including the main soccer keagues
for bath men and women. Since
then, Colomiyia has recorded
#imost 4000 cases of COVID-I9
and 184 fatalithes.

[Reuters]
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Athletics. Kipchoge can be joined by 50 or more other athletes on weekly long runs

The humble home life behind
Kipchoge’s remarkable success

Running trainers lie next to -~ | L

brooms and mops outside !

the front door to the main

building. (S

By BEC

andandmedact e

In the lust
Kipchoge's
Kenyin hig
| Ance -'||1'ns-m|.

rlm fi™] (‘-\.[ 1

wies changed forever when his no M
i Kipthage inapast
training plan to chanme] his obvious 3 4. training session in
talent. The only problem? He didn't
b a pen,
o just g ck and wrote llu 15 onenod tovhis celebrity status - he

plan for 10¢ thowm on i Thais his ovn room while everyome else

Kipchoge says. “Thenl st crammed shares. But other than t life is km

it ki vy b, rushied home and go g 5 aly ik’
aaper o write down what he “Ouir 1 e s slmple, wery sim- o me \\.hnn 1 wais 2 . 01 . 39
1 e while it was frish i ple” he says. one afternoon. L L

gofora
cleaning, we do the clear
we just refax. Then gofor hund
sage, the 4 o'clock run, eve
relix, go tosleep, As s
Eaptngat has performance benefits
e [t {5 8000 feat
. But the b i nd basic, ane
5 it5 real secret weagr stove with two b here is meat
slow-cooking in a battered pot
when | put my b arcaind the Sh26'h78

door. Adjacent i5 an equally basic

ook prepares

¥ Eliud Kipchoge's world
marathon record

Eighteen
now 35 am

a5

s features wgali, the ubru
an maize flour porridge

long since
1 arm method

life Kipchoge
5 freee from distractic

The setting is the emote  “It is not about dining reom which  Cost of Elud Kip-
n villigge of Kaptagat. becoming famous gled poster choge's Nike Vaporfly
The first thing thar strikes ¥ : *The journay of a rh...‘qn:l shoes

but diffusing that
inspiration to every
human being. My
happiness is meeting

the quiet
: t:k

q
mlh-s begins with one step
It fels L lowe-budget Iwk‘l»\]

24 'I\J'.LI' ourney from

e'real ||||;'|\ 1y .r\lnnl‘rh\h

ANy
the and I'n.-.rlpnrr ity lifle. people and they say
T' to me: ‘No human is become a bass, you don't think
limited.” straight. it's better to be a leader

atbrings  thana boss, b is why T do my

Ao share of the cleaning. That is how to

like our  show the way to young people. | am

havetotake  trusting that | am leading them ina

-\-\l.'lt for, have passionforand  good w

spect for," Kl|!‘|1t'ﬁ'ﬁii)ﬂln'mb.‘ﬂb3'

That respect extends to the camp  ple incompetition is obvingss

at large. They have a president, voted The official marathemn

r'u-—tn-'lho"rln-w'itkmls anddlect subr recomd holder, and since

mun ever to run the d

two hours, has a CV that

complete set of Olympie
pris 2004 (5.000m

World record holder Eliud Kipchoge

live and train here
\r:vhu-v 15 slow and

tw'nmmhr Permans
Ereatest marathon runner uf .|]I1 me
It was in our mind

mg's jovial response
ther Kipchoge his

Kipd -,La‘.\.\-m ekly routine ks cer

ly monastic. From Monday to Troow hl"\"hﬂﬁl‘i |t‘|'ﬁ‘_ nlne man ever served as president. g 2008 |Slmrr-ﬁalwnand!hn
Saturday every week, ri L Ager and cot his sakd Regardless, for 1 2016 (rirat hongold). He has won 11
religion, ite his wife amd three Avweek's stay ot camp Kipchoge is the w afhiz 12 marathons since he switched

man”, even if he winces when asked  tothe road in 2013,

about the nickname. But spending time in Kaptagat
“They call me it but | and in a mre Interview with his wife

courage them,” he says Grace- you get a greater sense ofwho

iy & short drive  formulaie The training
mily home, Kipchoge  stone - two sesshons ad
Imlsm tospend the weekinabasic  ofimportant of whichcom
room in the dormitories bere. There  days (track), Thursday
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Kipchee s away from racing.

He and Grace met through her bmth
er fumos - ane of Kipdhoge's best friends,
It wais his “silent and humible™ qualithe
that attricted her.

His wifee also revealed that the family
spend Sundays watching Formula |
together.

“The children know that. And [ also
know that. 1 always keep time. It isvery
important, especially on Sundays
arpumd going tochurch, 1t starts at nine.
But by 8:30am, we leave the house. Itis
i lot of time because it is only a five-
mimete drive.”

Kenyan athletics has seen o nim-
ber of stories of highly saccessful
athletes celebrating perhaps a little

oo much, or getting carried away

by fame. Kipchage is adamant he
will never have his head turned,
“1 don't have extra money to
actually make my mind go hay
wire,” says Kipchoge, *T am a
human being and [ stay as a
human being. Money s

awny, I'm not working with
money; money is in the bank. 1

want to Hve a siple life.”

Kipehoge's idea of a weekend hlow
out ks to go to his small farm where he
keeps cows, sheep and chicken. On a
wisit to Fldonet town, about 25km away,
pet shop owner Mike Kiplagat describes
his monthly visits to buy animal feed.

“He arrives on the back of a motor-
bike toodd, comes in, makes his purchass
and then leaves. He is a legend bat isso
hrmble.”

Kipchoge says; “Animals are good for
being armund, especially after training
- ok o toanimials and you feel relaed.
Yo can refresh your mingd,”

His Incredible enrdiovascular fitness
artually has its origins in farming, As
wiell as nunning to and from schaol, the
teenage Kipchoge used to earn money
by transporting milk on a bike. He
wiould ride a 40%m round trip from his
family home to a nearby town - collect
ing and then selling milk from farmers.

These charocter-building cyeling
trips immediately come to mind when
whatching Thursday's lang run- and not
justbecanse the distance covered isthe
same.

It is 5:30um and still nearly pitch
biack, Kipchoge and the rest of the
training group make their way to the
camp gates to assemble for the most
testing run of the week. Very few
words are spoken, but as we
approach the gates there ks a
rial buzz in the air

Despite the fact that the
sunis yet torise, acrowd of
an least 50 (and risng) is

“at home he is
fun and runs
around the house
playing with the
children but he
is always strict
on time."

Eliud Kipchoge's wife
Grace

¥

already waiting by the road They are
not autograph-hunters but budding
local athletes, esger to catch the eve by
proving they can keep pace with the
greatest marathon runmer of all time,

Late in 2015, Lhad breakfast with Kip-
chioge on the moming of the BRC Sports
Personality of the Year Awards, He
assembled an incredible plate of food -
friedbresd, black pudding eges, beans,
salsage. . and croissants for dipping.

“Britishbreakiastsare the best in the
world,” e ssid between mouthifuls.

This morning he 15 about 1o tike on
his borgest run of the week having eaten
nothing. Watching the session from a
minivan trailing behind, coach Sang
provides insight from the front seat.

“We have had athletes come to the
long runs like this who have then been
nvited to the camp,” he says.

At our first stop to watch the athletes
fly by, ome runner, in his eagemess o
bmpress, 1 mmidles abead of the main pack,
*Look at this madman,” Sang laughs.

Kipchoge's face is stern, a picture of
concentration, when he passes aminute
later, as it is throughout the two-hour
run

“His has never missed a session, Not
one,” says Sang. [t an incredible state
ment given the two have worked togeth-
er for nearly 20 years.

That consistency is arguably Kip-
choge's most remarkable quality, Mara-
thon munning is a notoricushy tough
sport, Injuries are commonplace as the
waorkdnad is often over 100 miles aweek.

But it was actually a amstring prob-
lem a5 a track athlete In 2012 that
prompied Kipchoge to switch to mara
thon ranning after he filed to qualify
for the London Dhympics - and he has
not had a major infury since, How is that
possible?

“Staying fit is really hard,” says phys
i Peter Nduhiu, “But Eliud makes it
easy for me to workonhim. Ifhe feelsan
isswe, he will come tome stralght away
after a run before even golng back o his
room and we can nip it in the bud. This
bady that we have, if you treat it well it

Eliud Kipchogo ks hugged by his wife Grace Sugutt at the Eldonet Intemational
Alrport after winning apast London Marathon. [Peter Dchieng, Standard]

willl treat yoiur well. If you mishandle it,
then it will misbehawe.”

By the time the athletes return to the
camp, the group of around 100 that
started the run has been whitthed down
to five.

Kipchoge, predictably, leads the
handful - and the hondshakes after-
weinrekss As we walk back to the camp, our
comversation again turns to hikes,

After becoming the first man in his
tiry to run under two hours in Vienna
last October, Kipchoge was g i rosid
bikis by Ineos, financial backers behind
thie suy teo-Rour marst hon event, Since
then, he has been riding it around the

“For as long as he remains
healthy and as strong-
minded as he is, he

will take on anything.
Anything. It wouldn't be
out of this world for him
to run 1:59% on a normal
course, He has everything
it takes to deliver it."

Eljud Ripchope's phytlo Peter Nduhiu

countryside surrounding Eldoret st the
wenkends.

Typically for Kipchoge, he's taking it
guite seriously, He tells me he has a
3008 ride ined up for tater inthe year,
“Unier three hours 1 thought, that will
be OK, right?” he siys.

Even for Kipchoge, and his catch
phse ‘No human is limited”, [ suggest
100kmyh on the dirt roads of Eldoret
might be a stretch, “Maybe four then,"
he concedes.

Kipchoge's “moon-anding” moment
in becoming the first person to run a
marathon distance in under two hours
is not & world record because, among
other things, he used pacemakers who

Hunning team]

swapped in and ouf doring the event.

Om the treatment table the day after
nunming L9 in Vienna, Kipchome sakl to
Meluhi “Now, the next thing, Male it
official,”

Nduhiu has & take on Kipchoge's abil
ity toset, and achieve, goals. "1 think he
has ledt hits world Emitless sohecanset-
the his mind on anything and go for it*
i says.

Kipchoge has not gone public withhis
disire to produce a sub-two hour man-
than in regular race conditions, but
there wiere rumours he was planning to
attempt it at the London Marathon,
scheduled tohave taken place this com
ing Sunday but postponed amid the
comonavings outbreak,

Coronavirus has also put paid, for
now, to the Olympic Games in Tokyo
where Kipchoge was due to defend his
tithe.

Wife Graee hinted during our conver-
sathon that 2020 might have been Kip-
chogr's swansong, However be has sakd
in the wake of the (lympics’ postpone
ment that he will defend his title in
Japan in 2020 instend. He will be 36,

A second Olymple gold would send
the already world-amons Kipchoge on
to another level. But it's unlikely to
change him - or his pursuit of a low-key
life at his high-altinude training base,

“Vienna folt like a career climax for
met - it was a feeling like no other,”
Neluhiu says, “If it was any other guy to
Tarenk the two-hour record, there would
have baen a carnival. But whar did Eliud
do? He came back to camp, had a cup of
tea with the team and just started
again.”

“People were mad - they asked how
can he do that? Who does that? But
Elitied i cpuded - that kit You will not dis
rupt his scheduale.”

The 1B-year-old who wrote that first
training schedule down with a stick has
become one of the most famous athletes
on the planet. But the goals rermatnsine
plie- and humble,

“The most important thing” Kip
choge says.
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BelN callson
EPL to probe
Saudi Arabia
takeover of
Newcastle

Akey Prenter League broadcast partner
has called on club bosses to probe a Saudi
Arabian bid to buy Newcastle United over
piracy allegations, it said yesterday.

Thie Migphes are on the verge of being
sold ta a Saudi-backed consartium that
involves Crown Prinoe Mohammed bin Sal-
mian for around Shadbilbomn

It was reported on Tuesday that & non
refundable deposit of Sh.2 billion has
already been paid to current owner Mike
Mshley as partof the deal

The Premier League must decide if the
new owners meet the criteriain its owners
and directors test.

Qatar-based BelN acouses Saudi of mas-
terminding the pirate broadeast of BelN
output, which included EPLgames, as part
of a spat between Doha and Rivadh Saudi
denies the claims.

In a letter to top-fight English clubs,
BelN urges them to put pressure on league
officials to investigate whether Saudi
“directors, officers and other represanta:
thves™ would be fit and proper to own Now-
castle,

“My requiest s purely based on the Sydi
Arabia government’s role in the past and
continuing theft of the commereial inter
ests af your cluly, the Premier League, afl its
broadcast partners and foothall in genéral
— which, I think you would agree, simply
cannot go lgnored,” wrote BelilV Modia chief
executive Yousef al-Obaidly.

*It s no exaggeration to say that the
future economic model of football is at
stake”

BalN allemes that following a breskdown
in relations between Qatar and Saudi Ara
bia and its allies in 2007, Riyadh established
a bootleg sport TV opération that stole
BelN's feeds,

The streams were then rebroadeast on
satellites controlled from Rivadh, BelN
says,

Though the satellite broadeasts have
ceased, BeIN maintains that the set-top
bones: distributed by the “beout(” piracy
operation still enable access to illegal
sparts broadcasts using internet technol-
oy [AFP]

Foothball. Why Harambee Stars’ participation in 2022 World Cup qualifiers hang in the balance

FKF set to defaulton

1f we are banned, we
will accept it and move
on."

Nick Mwendwa, former FKF
president

Mwendwa tells Kenyans to
prepare for a possible
expulsion from 2022 World
Cup qualifiers.

By Rodgers Eshitemi

mimudstancardmesaco ke

Harambee Stars’ chances of par-
ticipating in the 2022 Fifa World
Cup gualifiers could be over with
st hours remaining before today's
micinight deadline for Foothall Ken
ya Federation (FKF} to pay former
enach Ardel Amrouche Shi09 million.

Kemnya's fate now liosinthe hands
of Amrouche and the Fifa's Discipli-
nary Commifttee as the nation waits
with bated broat b for a final decision
from the Switzerland-based body,

FKF was given until April 23
itoday) after a 30-day extension to
pay the Belgian in full or face sanc-
tlons was granted on March 23,

Ina terse warning after granting
the Federation the extension, the
Fifa Disciplinary Committes said: <1
the payment & not made to the cred-
for {Arronche) and prood of sach
payment is not provided tothe see-
metariat to the Fifa Disciplinary Com
mittes by the deadling, the present
matter will, upon request of the
Creditor, be re-submitted to the Dis-
ciplinary Committes to impose
harsher sanctions on the Football
Kenya Federation. The sanctions
may lead, amongst others, to expul
sion from Fifa competitions.”

The Court of Arblrration Tor
Sparts (CAS) on September 10 last

Ex-Harambee Stars coach Adel Amrouche with Prosident Uburu Kenyatta at

State House on December 14, 2003, [Fooe Toskn, S andard]

Possible outcome from FKF
wAdel Amrouche case

B -Merra ks Dedng ejecte fiom
3022 World Cup Qualifiers

I -Fifa could st developmant
fund meant for ey to st te
Arvouche's dues.

B -Fifa could Istitite ather
urspefied discipiinary actions on
FEE

B Group £, 2022 Word Cup
Quafiers: Kerya, Mall Ugrda and
Rwanca

year directod FEF to pay Amrouchs
the amount as compensation for
wrongfil dismissal, FKF fired the
Belgian in 2014, but was reinstated
at the tail-end of Sam Nyamweya's
term in 201G after the Confederation
of Adrican Football (Caf) deared him
of any wrongdolng.

Mick Mwendwa’s regime, howey-
er, declined to desl with him leading

o the presént situation, Amrouche
first won his case for wrongful dis-
missal before Fifis Plavers Stitus
Committes and later at Court of
Arbitration for Sport where he was
awarded Shi08million.

Andwith FKF having fafled to set-
te Amrouche’s dues within the set
deadline, the Fifa Disciplinary Com-
mittes is expected to give its verdict
should Amrouche, who bs at liberty
to do 50, refer the case back to the
chamber.

Andas Fimbabwe suffersd a simi-
lar fate for the 2018 World Cupqual
ihers, Harambes Stars now stand a
real risk of being eected from the
road to Guitar 2022

Harambes Stars are in Group Eof
the Qatar qualifiers alongside Mali,
Ugaria and Rwanda,

Appearing on KTN's Zilizala Show
on Maondmy, Nick Mwendwa, whathe
Sports Disputes Tribunal has ruled
is.no longer legally FKF president

said he is ready for Fifa's verdict
after the government declined to
commit itsell.

“We have written to Fifa again
requesting them to extend the pay
ment desdline because the povern-
ment has niot communicated tousan
how we will setthe the debt, Mwend-
wi aaid,

“But | dousbt if they will heed to
onir cill becaise they have given us
enotgh time since October 2019, So,
there is a likefihood we will not be
ahle to pay the money an time. This
means that Kenya will not partici
pate in the 2022 Warld Cup qualifi-
ars,

“This has nothing to do
with government. Why
is FHF not negotiating
with Fifa or the coach
(Adel Amrouche) ona
payment plan?

Amina Mohamed, Cabiret Secretary
for Sport

“We will just be barred from the
World Cup qualifiers, but we will
eontinue partictpating In the youth
and wormen competitions as well as
thi Afeon and Chan tournaments. If
we e banned, we will accept it and
move on”

Sports Cabinet Secretary Amina
Mohamed is on record saying the
government could ot pay for the
federation’s mistakes,

“This has nothing to do with gov
ernment. Why is FEF not negotiating
with Fifa or the coach (Adel
Ammuche Hon a payment plan? Ami
ma said om March 1.

She added at the ti “No gow
ernment in its right senses would
fiork out Shi09 milfion to pay am ind-
vidual for the mistakes of an irre
spomgihle federation. | don't under-
stand it."

The CS took issoe with the casual
manner FKF had mansged the
coach’s case,

“Why, for instance, did they let go
of the coach without consulting the
government, Ared if after losing the
case, why did they appeal knowing
the consequences of such action
wiven the gravity of the case? she
said.
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