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Virus sounds death
knell for burialrites

Health CS Mutahi Kagwe says Covid-19 cases have risen to 110, warns of more pc2, 4,5 ands
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Radio Africa Group Head of Content Paul lllado ties a
mask yesterday/ENOS TECHE
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A commuter at Likoni, Mombasa, wearing a face mask that is

compulsory for boarding the ferry /JOHN CHESOLI.

STAR TEAM
@TheStarKenya

A 63-year-old pilot with Kenya Air-
ways and a Kenya Ports Authority
worker are the latest patients to die
of coronavirus.

The pilot checked in at the Nairo-
bi Hospital on March 29 complain-
ing of difficult breathing.

His  doctor = recommended
Covid-19 tests which turned posi-
tive.

The Star learned that he was tak-
en to the isolation ward within the
hospital until his death yesterday.

Two more pilots who tested pos-
itive are admitted at the same hos-
pital.

The second patient to die was
a 68-year-old female Kenya Ports
Authority employee, who passed
away on Wednesday night at the
Mombasa Hospital’s isolation ward.

She was buried in a low-key
function at Mbaraki cemetery
hours later. Her daughter has been

Do you wear a mask to keep off
coronavirus?

Do you accept President Kenyatta’
s apology for police brutality and
killings during night curfew??

40%

NO 60%

quarantined at the Coast General
Hospital and will be tested.

Mombasa Governor Hassan Joho
confirmed receiving reports about
the death.

“Unfortunately, we know of a
case where someone has passed
on last night,” the governor said in
Mombasa.

He warned private hospitals
against turning away Covid-19 pa-
tients or people presenting with
symptoms.

“We are observing carefully the
private hospitals in Mombasa. We
are watching you. We know of cas-
es that you have dealt with,” he
said.

Health Cabinet Secretary Muta-
hi Kagwe confirmed the two new
deaths in his daily briefing on
Thursday.

This brings to three the num-
ber of people killed by coronavirus
since the disease was reported in
Kenya on March 13.

The first Covid-19 death in Kenya
was reported last week at the Aga
Khan Hospital in Nairobi.

POSITIVE NOTE

On a positive note, however, Kag-
we reported that Kilifi Deputy Gov-
ernor Gideon Sabuni had fully re-
covered from the virus after three
consecutive tests carried on him
turned negative.

The number of those who have
fully recovered is now four.

Sabuni will face the law for de-
fying the self-quarantine regula-
tions.

The DG had been placed under
mandatory quarantine.

“The situation in our country
is not getting better; it is getting
worse. As [ have continuously told
you in my daily briefings, this dis-
ease is a pandemic,” Kagwe said
yesterday.

“In the last 24 hours, we have
managed to test a total of 662 sam-
ples. Out of this 29 people tested
positive to the covid-19 disease. 28
are Kenyans while one is a Congo-

Senior KQ pilot and port
worker succumb to virus

Two other pilots confirmed positive admitted at Nairobi Hospital

lese national. This brings the total
number of positive cases in the
country to 110.”

He lambasted people who said
Covid-19 was not serious because
they did not know of anybody in
their area who had either died or
tested positive for the disease.

He said: “The effort is to ensure
that you do not hear of death and
you do not hear of a positive case.
Please do not wait to hear of s death
near you for you to realize that the
disease is not a joke. By the time
you are hearing of death near you it
could well be your own death and,
of course, you won’t hear.”

The 29 positive cases have been
placed in various isolation facili-
ties.

In terms of the distribution of the
new cases according to facilities of
admission, three of the cases were
recorded at the Aga Khan Hospital
in Nairobi.

Among those in quarantine, 11
were admitted at the Crowne Pla-
za Airport hotel, one at the Four
Points Sheraton Airport, two at
the Kenya Institute of Special Edu-
cation, two at KITI Nakuru, two at
KMTC, two at Pride Inn while Nai-
robi Hospital and Mathari recorded
one case each.

“Those in quarantine should
keep social distances because you
are quarantined with people who
themselves could easily be posi-
tive,” Kagwe said.

In terms of gender, 13 were men
while 16 were women.

Twenty three of the confirmed
cases were from the designated
quarantine facilities while six are
from suspected cases admitted in
isolation units.

Kagwe urged Kenyans to remain
calm but warned that the numbers
are going to increase exponentially.

“I do not wish to scare you but
with the figures that I have just read
to you there is no gainsaying that
this is a very serious threat to our
lives and to our nation,” he said and
called for a change attitude among
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Kenyans stranded
in Qatar cry for aid

BRIAN OTIENO/At least 15 Kenyans are stranded at the
Hamad International Airport in Doha, Qatar, after
they failed to get a flight back home.

They cannot get out of the airport as the Qatari
government has put the capital, Doha, on lock-
down.The Kenyans, some of who were on transit
from other countries, have camped at the airport
for three days now.

A Mombasa businessman and politician is
among those stranded.Abdulsalaam Kassim, who
vied for the Mombasa senator seat on a Jubilee tick-
et in 2017, told the Star via phone only a Sudanese
cleaner at the airport had been helping him get a
place to sleep.

“I am Type 2 diabetic. [ need medication but the
situation here is hard,” Kassim told the Star on
Thursday.He said he had to hide in a toilet to make
the phone call.He said they have not had any proper
meal for three days.

“This is our third day here. We are not supposed
to be seen close to each other or even talking to each
other. We are like in a prison here. Why won’t our
government come to our rescue?” pleaded Kassim.

The businessman and politician left Kenya 16
days ago for Tel Aviv, Israel, to purchase a milk pas-
teurizing machine.

He was however told the factories had closed and
no transaction could be made.He then flew to Doha
where he has been to date.

Kenya has banned all international flights amid
the Covid-19 pandemic.Only cargo flights are al-
lowed. This has complicated matters for the Ken-
yans.

Qatar does not allow inbound flights at the
moment.The Gulf nations are reporting a rapidly
growing number of infections with over 1,200 cas-
es reported by Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
and the UAE.

“We do not have food. All shops here are closed.
We only get small amounts of food from the clean-
ers here who empathize with us,” said Kassim.

Most of the Kenyans stranded there are workers
at the airport and other places who have been sent
on paid and unpaid leave.

The Kenyan government had given citizens and
foreigners two days to get back to Kenya before the
ban on international flights was effected.However,
Kassim said the two-day notice was too short.

“We rushed to book flights but they were all full.
The prices had also shot up,” Kassim said.Citizens
of the US, Canada, China and other nations sent
planes to evacuate their citizens.

Man wins death
sentence appeal

CAROLYNE KUBWA/A man accused of killing his friend
over two cows got a reprieve after the High Court in
Mombasa reduced his death sentence to 35 years.

Msanzi Karisa had been charged with robbery
with violence and giving false information to a pub-
lic servant before he was convicted and sentenced to
death in 2004.

Judge Eric Ogola, on Monday set aside the sen-
tence and jailed Karisa for 35 years from the date of
arrest.

Karisa had appealed the death sentence saying a
Supreme Court decision delivered in 2017 ruled the
mandatory death sentence unconstitutional.

He was accused of robbing his colleague of
his two cows which they had gone together to
purchase, causing the death of his colleague in the
process.

The court had been informed that Karisa and
Mangale Nyawa left their respective homes to buy
cattle at an auction at Samburu market in 2004.

Karisa purchased one cow while Nyawa bought
two. As the two headed back home, they were
allegedly attacked by robbers and their cows stolen.
In the course of the robbery, Nyawa was Killed.
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Barman, 23, dies in Diani after
police tear-gassing, whipping

Officers say he was killed in a stampede, investigating; four killed by cops

STAR REPORTER
@TheStarKenya

As at the night of April 1, Kenya
had recorded one coronavirus
death and three resulting from
police brutality.

On Wednesday night, hours
after the President apologised for
their brutality, a fourth was added
to the list of police victims—a bar-
man caught up at work.

Relatives of Erick Ng’ethe, 23,
said he was beaten to death by
police officers at Nyamira Bar in
Mandigo, Diani.

Relative Edith Waithera said
Ng’ethe was still at work when po-
lice officers arrived. The officers,
who were enforcing the 7pm-5am
curfew, lobbed tear-gas canisters
into the bar.

Waithera said Ng’ethe and his
colleagues had barricaded them-
selves inside. They were trying to
escape when police broke in.

“Due to teargas chemicals my
uncle and other people were suf-
focating and wanted to run away
through the roof but they were
unsuccessful,” she said.

Waithera said her uncle was
whipped until he lost conscious-
ness while others were severely
injured.

But Msambweni subcounty po-
lice commander Nehemiah Bitok
denied the police killed Ng’ethe.
He said Ng'ethe was injured in
a stampede while trying to run
away.

According to Waithera, police
say Ng'ethe died as he was being
rushed to Tiwi Hospital, but she
thinks he died while he was being
whipped.

Bitok said police officers had

ey, -

taken him to a nearby health dis-
pensary to save his life.

The other police victims are
a 13-year-old boy playing at his
balcony during curfew hours on
Monday and two boda boda op-
erators—one of them had taken a
pregnant woman to hospital.

Muhuri rapid response offi-
cer Francis Auma condemned

the Kkilling, saying police should
be held responsible for Ng'ethe’s
death.

He said more than 200 people
from Mombasa and Kwale are
nursing serious injuries after be-
ing assaulted by police enforcing
the curfew.

Police have begun investigating
Ng’'ethe’s death.

Top, Erick
Ng'ethe
Bottom,
Ng'ethe’s sister
Lydia Wanjiru and
his father Daniel
Ng'ang'a

speak to

the press at
Kwale hospital
mortuary

in Matuga
subcounty
/COURTESY
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% SOME ELECTED SENATORS who were
locked out of Tuesday's sitting are not happy
with the criteria used to pick members who
attended the session. They were heard asking
why they were barred and their nominated
counterparts, who do not represent any cons-
tituency, given access to the debating cham-
ber. The lawmakers said they wanted to raise
pertinentissues. They are planning to petition
Speaker Kenneth Lusaka (pictured)to consider
reviewing the list of designated members
before the next sitting on Tuesday.

% A YOUTHFUL MP nearly caused trouble at
a city spain Kilimanilast week. The maniis said
to have gone for a massage in the high-end
parlour that offers "happy endings” but re-
fused to pay after the services, complaining
they were unsatisfactory. The tipsy lawmaker
threw Sh5,000 at the masseuse instead of
Sh8,000 and began to walk away. At this point,
one woman remarked that they “would see if
the MP survives coronavirus”. The MP and his
bodyguard interpreted this to mean that the
girls could have knowingly infected the MP. It's
said the man caused trouble that drew ever-
yone's attention. The owner of the parlour, a
renowned businesswoman, had to be called to
sweet-talk the angry mweshimiwa.

% TWO TEXTILE COMPANIES seem to have
defied government's directive to reduce the
number of their workforce for purposes of
social distancing. The entities in Nairobi are

still operating normally with more than 1,000
workers at their premises nearly every day.
Insiders intimated to Corridors that the bosses
care less and are bragging of their connections
with the powers that be. The companies also
operate past 5pm, despite Interior CS Fred
Matiang'i ordering companies to release em-
ployees by 4pm to beat the curfew. Residents
of areas neighbouring the factories say they
are at high risk of infection with coronavirus
as they mix with the workers who have rented
houses in the area.

% A SENIOR POLICE officer in Westernis on
the spot over allegations that he effected the
transfer of a junior colleague even after the
headquarters made it clear no officer would
be moved during the coronavirus pandemic.
Police headquarters reportedly sent a signal
on March 24 suspending all transfers because
of the virus. However, a junior officer confided
to Corridors that an officer in the region was
transferred to a new station days after the
directive was given. He said the area OCPD has
evenignored the transfer but the new officer
has reported and is waiting to be received and
shown around

If you have any tips send them to
Tips@the-star.co.ke
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Gas and bread t¢
Covid-19 tax pra

Chunk of state
resources will
be dedicated to
the Covid-19
emergency
response

MOSES ODHIAMBO
@TheStarKenya

Kenyans should brace for tougher
economic times ahead following
adjustments to tax laws removing
several exemptions that brought
relief to traders.

The changes in the Tax Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2020, will her-
ald a season of costly purchases for
consumers already hamstrung by
the coronavirus pandemic.

The National Assembly is ex-
pected to hold a special sitting next
Wednesday to go through all stag-
es of the bill by Leader of Majority
Aden Duale.

The Treasury has been running
low on cash for some time, with lat-
est reports showing there was only
Sh2.8 billion in the exchequer as of
February 18.

With the coronavirus taking a toll
on its revenue projections and in-
come streams, Treasury boss Ukur
Yatani said the National Treasury
would have to mop up funds from
other sources.

A chunk of state resources will
be dedicated to the Covid-19 emer-
gency response and to sustain oper-
ations.

In the wake of the strained cash
flow, the government is going to
extremes of taxing disturbance al-
lowances, bonuses, overtime and
retirement benefits for those paid
more than Sh24,000 per month.

Monies paid to public officers in
respect of allowances for foreign
trips will also be considered tax-
able income. Interest on savings
accounts held with the Kenya Post
Office Savings Bank will also be in-
cluded as taxable income.

Further, mortgages will attract
tax as well as loans by county au-
thorities and contributions paid
into the Deposit Protection Fund.

Various state agencies that have
been paying no tax on their income
will be charged the same once the
Bill is passed.

Car dealers will be charged a
processing fee of Sh10,000 on all

motor vehicles prior to clearance,
excluding motorcycles imported or
purchased duty free.

President Uhuru Kenyatta re-
cently spelt out reliefs to cushion
the country’s economy, among
them a reduction of VAT to 14 per
cent, rollout of emergency response
fund, and tax holidays.

But the reliefs in the Bill are only
for businesses with a turnover of
less than Sh500,000, which will
not be subject to turnover tax, and
milk which remains VAT exempt.

The income of incorporated com-
panies will be subject to turnover
tax. The income tax bands have
equally been adjusted so that the
lowest - at Sh288,000, is subject to
10 per cent tax annually.

An array of medical equipment
and medicines has also been grant-
ed tax waivers - ostensibly to boost
supplies to hospitals.

The law further proposes the re-
moval of presumptive tax —payable

by a resident whose turnover from
business does not exceed Shs mil-
lion during a year of income.

It seeks to remove the exemption
on basic commodities in changes
that will affect farmers a great deal.

The Bill proposes to remove VAT
exemptions on ordinary bread,
cassava and wheat flour, and maize
flour containing cassava.

Bread containing wheat flour,
sugar, salt, yeast, fat or oil, bread
improver, preservatives and water
will be affected.

Goods and services not exempt
from VAT will attract a 14 per cent
tax charge or duty as specified in
related laws.

Prices of fertilisers, LPG cooking
gas, power generators, fishing nets
of man-made textile, animal feeds,
and biogas as well as solar equip-
ment will go up.

Makers of clean cooking stoves
will also bear the brunt of the new
tax measures which will also extend

to supplies of stoves, grates, bar-
beques, braziers, gas-rings, plate
warmers and similar non-electric
domestic appliances.

The government further targets
to remove reliefs that were given
to companies that supported Pres-
ident Kenyatta’s green energy agen-
da. In this regard, supplies for use
in the construction of power gener-
ating plant that feeds to the nation-
al grid will attract VAT.

The same will apply to companies
that import or purchase machinery
for exclusive use in geothermal, oil
or mining prospecting or explora-
tion.

Tax holidays will also end for LPG
gas storage facilities with a capital
investment of Sh4 billion and stor-
age 0f 15,000 metric tonnes.

Animal feeds made from materi-
als, waste, residues, and by-prod-
ucts will be charged VAT as well as
specialised solar equipment and
accessories.
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A man arranges
crates of bread
outside a shop
at the end of
anight-long
curfew in Nairobi
on March 28

/REUTERS

This will affect solar water heat-
ers and deep cycle-sealed batteries
which exclusively use or store solar
power. ICT companies that have
enjoyed tax holidays on parts im-
ported or purchased locally for the
assembly of primary school laptop
tablets will also lose.

Tractors, plastic bag biogas di-
gesters, leasing of biogas producing
equipment, and goods for special
economic zones of more than 100
acres will no longer be VAT exempt.

Inputs or raw materials locally
purchased or imported by manu-
facturers of agricultural machin-
ery and implements will also be

charged tax.
Taxes will also be charged on
chemicals, reagents, films, film

strips and visual aid equipment im-
ported or purchased by the Nation-
al Museums of Kenya.

Investors putting up hotels will
be required to pay tax for materials
for direct and exclusive use in the

construction of tourism facilities,
recreational parks, convention and
conference facilities.

Inputs for the manufacture of
pesticides and materials for the
construction of grain storage that
have been duty-free will now at-
tract tax. Insurance agencies and
brokerage, stock exchange broker-
ages will also attract a tax charge;
reliefs only extended to tea and cof-
fee brokerage services.

The government is also seeking
to tax services provided to aid the
construction and infrastructural
works in industrial parks of over
100 acres.

In the proposal, entry fees into
the national parks and reserves,
services of tour operators, exclud-
ing in-house supplies, will be taxed.

State corporations that now face
taxation include agencies that were
turned into directorates of the Agri-
culture and Food Authority (AFFA).

They include Tea Board of Ken-
ya, the Pyrethrum Board of Kenya,
the Sisal Board of Kenya, and the
Kenya Dairy Board, the Pineapple
Development Authority and the
Horticultural Crops Development
Authority.

Income earned by Kenya Tea De-
velopment Authority, National Ir-
rigation Board, Mombasa Pipeline
Board, Settlement Fund Trustees,
Kenya Post Office Savings Bank,
and the Cotton Board of Kenya will
now be taxed.

In the bid to expand revenue
from income taxes, the National
Treasury also wants the inclusion
of certain items that are normally
deducted from income.

Incomes by those dealing in se-
curities exchange operating in Ken-
ya will now be subject to taxation.

This will extend to income by
contractors taking part in the con-
struction of a public school, hospi-
tal, road or any similar kind of so-
cial infrastructure.

Club subscriptions paid by an
employer on behalf of an employ-
ee will now be included as income
as well as annual subscriptions to
trade associations. Legal costs re-
lating to the authorisation and issue
of shares, debentures or similar se-
curities offered for purchase by the
general public will also be treated
as taxable income.

This will be the case of expendi-
ture on legal costs and other inci-
dental expenses, for the purposes of
listing on any securities exchange
operating in Kenya.

Reliefs on deposits in a registered
home ownership savings plan have
also been scrapped, save for hotel
buildings certified as industrial
buildings.
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JOHN MBADI

Proposals
not clear
on stimulus
package

thought the proposals should
I be in line with what the
government had announced.
But some are completely
unwelcome. [ heard that they are
going to remove some exceptions
which are mostly on essential
commodities, and then it will
affect the poor who are supposed
to be cushioned.

My view is that the government
has not come out consciously and
properly organized in terms of
what they want to do. There is need
for clarity on what the government
wants to achieve. There is a need
for the government to project the
actual projected expenditure as a
result of this Covid-19.

If for instance, if we are going to
have 10,000 (Covid-19) cases by
the end of April, how much is it
going to cost us as an economy to
manage that health and economic
crisis? That is not coming out in
terms of figures and finances.

Then we get to ask where we
are getting that money. Yes, we got
some money from the Emergency
Fund, but going forward we cannot
rely on philanthropy.

We must provide budgetary
allocation, we must clearly indicate
through a supplementary budget
which is coming next week, |
would want to see where the
money is coming from and going
to. These tax proposals we must be
interrogated if we are reducing VAT
to 14 per cent which is a modest
reduction from 16 per cent to 14
per cent, the two per cent is not
very significant but it is better than
nothing.

Let us not again interfere with
other existing tax reliefs which
were already cushioning or helping
reduce the burden on the ordinary
mwananchi.

If they are introducing that
(burdening the poor) would hurt
the economy, in my view then
what are we doing? Are we not
being counterproductive?

In my view, [ don’t think we have
come out with concrete measures
that are going to help stimulate our
economy or avoid us going into
recession. As a country, there are
certain things we would have done
especially how we are dealing with
Small Business Enterprises (SMESs)
which are the biggest contributors
to our economy.

The proposals we have we are
looking at, how effectively are they
going to cushion our SMEs.

We need a stimulus package that
will give the SMEs some impetus.

The National Assembly Minority
leader spoke to the Star
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Pandemic tolls death knell for burial rites

Coronavirus has heralded a painful paradigm shift in the mourning and burial culture of loved ones

STAR TEAM AND AGENCIES
@TheStarKenya

Funerals and mourning that
go on for days are supposed to
bring some kind of closure, bring
families and friends closer together,
let them remember the departed,
forgive and forget.

A proper send-off.

Covid-19 has upended all of
that, however, for months to come.
Burials must be fast, within 48
hours. The government has banned
big gatherings, only about 15
family members may attend. Social
distancing is mandatory.

Many people miss the big
gatherings, the long-drawn-out
eulogies, the embraces, the big
crowds, the feasting—and the
funeral committees that raise
money for it all.

Nyabitunwa village in Kisii
county is mourning a matriarch.

Mama Lucy Okioma who died
of cancer three days ago has to be
quickly buried within 48 hour, on
Friday.

However, her three sons are
stuck in Massachusetts, USA,
without any flights to Kenya so
they can bid their mother farewell.

This is in stark contrast with
their father, Alijah Okioma, whose
burial last August brought the
sleepy Nyabituwa village to a
standstill for days.

In fact, during Mzee Okioma’s
burial, a passerby would -easily
confuse the ceremony with a
carnival of sorts, rolled out in a
grand celebration for villagers.

On Friday, Mama Lucy is being
laid to rest not only in the absence
of her sons but also in the absence
of the many people who loved her
and whose lives she touched.

Mama Lucy’s burial is just one
example of how the coronavirus
pandemic has turned upside down
the treasured elaborate burial rites,
especially in Western Kenya.

SUCH LONELINESS

The Luo and Luhya communities
are known for intricate funeral
ceremonies and strict practices.

If the death occurs at home, the
body is transported to the morgue
as the extended family comes
together to fundraise and plan on
how to take care of the mourners.

Occasionally, the body will lie in
the morgue for weeks, before being
taken home for a night’s stay over.
A bull must be slaughtered on the
burial day. It’s a whole-day event.

Relatives, villagers and
politicians from far and wide to
attend.

Last Thursday, police chased
away villagers who were headed
to attend the burial of a Form 2
student who died of leukaemia
in Benders village in Sabatia
subcounty, Vihiga county.

The villagers complained that
they could not be allowed to
attend the funeral so they could
eat afterwards. A family member

T

sent texts that they would not
be allowed. “We are doing this
as a government policy, as
political leaders, we should be
in the vanguard to ensure these
guidelines are followed,” a
legislator told the Star.

The pandemic has heralded
a painful paradigm shift in the
mourning and burial cultures.

Funeral costs have been slashed
drastically.

Bereaved families are also being
forced to endure the agony of
mourning alone and burying their
departed loved ones in deserted
homesteads.

The new order according to Gusii
Council Elders chairman James
Matundura runs counter to the
community’s burial traditions.

“The order is strange and caught
many people by surprise. We
advise our people to abide by the
order to avoid infection,” he said.

The burial of retired Catholic
Archbishop Raphael  Ndingi
Mwana a’Nzeki next Tuesday is
the clearest signal that times have
indeed changed.

Only about 100 people will be
allowed to the ceremony, locking
out politicians and even Catholic
clergy and faithful, whom the late
archbishop mentored and led for
more than 60 years.

Bereaved families are bearing the
heaviest brunt of the government’s
tough measures against the virus.

They have been pushed to the
edge and are now begging for help
in WhatsApp groups—at least from
those who can accept their invites—
with traditional harambees no
longer tenable.

-'-'i.-

The ban on social gatherings
has by extension taken a toll on
the ordinary understanding of
burials for loved ones, with funeral
processions and services as well as
ordinary harambees suspended.

For some families coming from

communities with a passionate
attachment to cultures like the
Luyha, Luo and Kisii—where
mourners grieve for days—the
meaning of burial has changed.
Burying the dead within less
than 48 hours was unheard of as

elaborate funeral programmes
were drawn up, no expenses
spared.

The measures have drastically
changed the burial rites within the
Luhya community.

Chiefs and their assistants are
partnering with police to stay at
funerals to ensure burials happen
fast.

In most cases, the burials are
over by 10am.

The regulations have slashed the
cost of funerals as traditionally,
the family has to slaughter a cow
during funerals to feed mourners.

During the burial of a renowned
Kakamega lawyer Gilbert Imbenzi
in his Nalianya village home, the
15 people in attendance were

supplied with packed queen cakes
and a bottle of water or soda.

Under normal Luhya burials, the
dead body is kept for three days for
relatives to view before burial takes
place.

In normal times, Mama Moraa
Nyambogi’s burial could have
been attended by thousands of
mourners given that her husband-
Samwel Nyambwogi has been a
long-serving KTDA director.

That is not the case, though,
for Moraa’s final rites on April
1 were marked by extraordinary
proceedings and roiled by scores
of culture lapses. At Bomagena
village in South Mugirango, only a
couple of relatives and neighbours
are attending the burial of the wife
of the ex-director of Ogembo Tea
Factory.

TOUGH CHOICES

Politicians, who wusually grace
such occasions especially in ‘high-
profile funerals like this one, have
given Moraa’ send-off a wide berth.

Local  administrators  have
allowed the funeral but issued
tough guidelines both on social
distancing and hand washing.

Authorities have also banned
night vigils, funeral processions
and allowed burials immediately
bodies are brought from morgues.

No one wants to take any chances
even as the family is torn between
adhering to the tough regulations
and according to mama a befitting
send-off.

Ataround 8.30am mourners start
arriving and one after the other
they walk towards water tanks that
have been stationed strategically

Burial ceremony
of Ursula
Namuonja,

58, at Mbaraki
Cemetery in
Mombasa

/ COURTESY

for people to thoroughly wash
their hands.

There are no close contacts.
People mourn individually as they
slowly retreat to specified sitting
areas not to listen to any speeches
but a short sermon and prayer
before the burial.

Some old women try to roam
freely trying to find a sitting
place but they are reminded by
orderlies that they would have to
contend with the provided sitting
arrangement after washing their
hands with plenty of soap.

“We have less than two hours to
make sure that all our programmes
are complete and mama is laid to
rest. Kindly follow instructions
on hand-washing and social
distancing. We are sorry because
that is what the government has
told us,” announced the day’s
master of ceremonies.

It is an extraordinary funeral
getting underway at the heart
of one of the communities that
usually roll out elaborate burial
plans that include night vigils,
robust speeches, and some wining
and dining.

Ordinarily, the Kisii
community’s culture could have
required that Mama Moraa, being
an elderly wife and mother, would
be buried near sunset, preferably
between 2pm and Spm.

“We are grateful to our relatives,
friends and neighbours who went
out of their way to firm up a fairly
respectable send-off to my wife,”
says Mzee Nyambogi in his vote
of thanks appreciating support
harnessed from WhatsApp
fundraising.
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Kenya to benefit from Sh210m
AfDB Covid-19 grant for Africa

Funds to be channelled to countries through the WHO Africa regional office

Nyamira identifies
schools to serve as
quarantine centres

ANGWENYI GICHANA/ The Nyamira
county government has identified
five schools to be used as quarantine
centres in case health facilities are
overwhelmed by the coronavirus

GIDEON KETER
@TheStarKenya

Kenya is among 41 African coun-
tries that are likely to benefit from
a Sh210 million grant by the Afri-
can Development Bank to combat
coronavirus.

The bank announced the grant
on Wednesday. The money will be
channeled to the countries through
the World Health Organization re-
gional office for Africa.

“The grant, which is in response
to an international appeal by the
WHO, will be used by the UN body
to equip regional member countries

to prevent, rapidly detect, investi-
gate, contain and manage detected
cases of Covid-19,” the bank said in
a statement.

The WHO Africa region office will
use the funds to bolster the capacity
of the countries on infection preven-
tion, testing and case management.

The bank said the funds will also
boost surveillance systems, procure
and distribute laboratory test kits
and reagents, and support coordi-
nation mechanisms at national and
regional levels.

“This grant will enable regional
member countries to put in place
robust containment measures with-

in 48 hours of case confirmation and
also increase public awareness in
communities,” the bank said.

The grant will contribute toward
a $50 million WHO Preparedness
and Response Plan, which is also
supported by partners including the
United Nations.

It is estimated that Africa will
require huge amounts of money to
cushion residents against the im-
pact of the disease as many countries
scramble to put together contingen-
cy measures, including commercial
lockdowns to contain the virus.

Globally, factories have been
closed and workers sent home, dis-

rupting supply chains, trade, travel,
and driving many economies toward
recession.

The bank said it will soon be un-
veiling a financial assistance package
that will enable governments and
businesses to undertake flexible
responses to lessen the economic
and social impact of the pandemic.

Meanwhile, President Uhuru Ken-
yatta on Wednesday chaired the first
meeting of 10-member Emergen-
cy Response Fund board through
video-conference where he assured
them that senior government offi-
cials and governors will remit their
pay cut pledges.

pandemic.

Governor John Nyagarama said
the schools include Sironga Girls,
Kebabe Girls, Nyambaria Boys,
Menyenya High and Riyabe Mixed.

"We have set up forced quarantine
rooms at the Kenya Medical Training
College in Nyamira for suspected
cases. Quarantine rooms have been
set upin all the eight subcounty
hospitals,”” Nyagarama said.

He said a five-bed isolation
unit has been set up at Bombagi
dispensary. "“Renovation of a 17-bed
isolation unit with five ICU beds at
Nyamira County Hospital will be
completed in two weeks."
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Aisha Jumwa embroiled
in Sh11 million land tussle

Landowner says property changed hands without full payment, his knowledge

LUKE AWICH L
@AchiaAwich :

Malindi MP Aisha Jumwa is entan-
gled in a feud over an Sh1l million
land deal after the owner claims she
improperly transferred the property
to herself without his knowledge.

Through his lawyer Evans Oruenjo
of Orwenjo Kibet and Khalid Ad-
vocates, Devshi claims the Malindi
lawmaker only paid Sh6.5 million
and declined to pay the remaining
Sh4.5 million due on July 15, 2018,
under the agreement.

According to the agreement, dated
April 16, 2018, Aisha bought the land,
GEDE/MUIMBONI/755 measuring
5.2 hectares for Sh11 million and was
to pay the balance in two instalments
of Sh5.5 million each.

According to demand letter to the
MP - seen by the Star - she only paid
Sh 6.5 million and declined to make
the remaining payments. During the
period of transactions, the land’s
title deed was deposited with her
advocate for safekeeping. It is from
here, Devshi claims, that the land
was transferred without his approval.

Devshi first reported the alteration
at Malindi police station and then to
the Director of Criminal Investiga-
tion, Land Fraud Unit.

“For two years you have refused
and ignored demands to make pay-
ments of the balance being Sh4.5
million and now interest has accrued
to Sh1,080,000,” read the March 27,
2020 demand letter copied to DCI.

“Our client believes that you de-
liberately refused to pay the full
purchase price despite transferring
the property in your favour with-
out his approval. The land title deed
was deposited to your Advocate for
safekeeping until completion date
but you went ahead to transfer the

property without completing the
transaction.”

Contacted, Aisha dismissed the al-
leged improper land transfer claims
saying it is not possible to transfer
without the owner first approving
the transaction.

“How can a transfer of a title deed
be done at the land board without
the consent of the first owner? Get
your facts right, enquires about this
to the relevant authorities e.g. the
Land Board,” she said.

Devshi through his lawyers wants
Aisha to settle the remaining balance
within one week or he says he will
sue her to repossess the prime land.

The letter read, “...unless we re-
ceive the said sum, within seven days
of [this date] ... together with our
debt collection fees of Sh837,000,
our peremptory instructions are to
institute legal proceedings against
yourselves without any further re-
course to yourselves whatsoever for
the recovery of the said amount.”

Sakaja-led Senate team summons CS Kagwe's
committee to shed light on response measures

JuLlus oTIENO/ The National Emergen-
cy Response Committee on the Coro-
navirus is to appear before a Senate
panel on Friday to shed light on the
measures put in place to combat the
disease.

The committee chaired by Health
CS Mutahi Kagwe will appear be-
fore the ad hoc committee formed
to oversee measures to contain the
virus and cushion Kenyans from its
health and economic effects.

Kagwe’s team will explain the
plans they have rolled out and pro-
pose policy and legislative frame-
works needed. Some 110 cases have

been confirmed in Kenya. Three
people have died and four patients
recovered. The first case was report-
ed on March 13.

The pandemic has brought the
country to a near standstill, with
many businesses closed for fear of
the contagious virus.

Globally, about 50,000 people
have died and close to one million
others have been infected since the
disease broke out in Wuhan, Chi-
na, in December last year. The ad
hoc committee chairman, Johnson
Sakaja, said they have cast their net
wide and will be looking at a broader

spectrum to safeguard the masses.

“We are looking at economic and
finance issues, that is: How to cush-
ion Kenyans economically, food and
water provision issues, health issues
and support and auxiliary services
issues,” Sakaja said.

The Nairobi senator said the team
— which has held three meetings
since its formation on Tuesday, two
of them virtual — has also invited
experts in various fields such as
finance, economy and health to
submit their proposals on legisla-
tive interventions that can be put
in place to fight the disease.

Malindi MP
Aisha Jumwa
atapress
conference on
March 12 last
year

/JACK OWUOR
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Hippo kills another man on
the shores of Lake Naivasha

GEORGE MURAGE/ Operations in Lake Naivasha were
disrupted after a hippo killed another man, bringing the
death toll to threein just four days.

The attack took place near Karagita landing beach.
KWS officers moved in and killed the animal, which had
been causing fears as it charged towards boats and those
operating in the area.

Last week, the same hippo attacked and killed two
fishermen near the same area in two separate incidents.
Cases of human-wildlife conflict around the lake have
been on therise.

Kisumu residents get toll-free
phone number to report crime

FAITH MATETE/ Kisumu county commissioner Susan
Waweru has provided a toll-free telephone number so
residents can report crime during the curfew.

This comes following public outcry that thieves take
advantage of the curfew to terrorise people on Lolwe,
Migosi, Carwash and Mamboleo estates. They cited
break-ins.The number is 988 for SMS. “Send a message
to this number and tell us where you are. Officers will be
dispatched to that place immediately,” she said.

Residents are also allowed to send information that
would contribute to the war on Covid-19. “If you know
someone or your neighbour who recently came from
abroad and has not self-quarantined, you can alert us.”

UoN'’s Lincoln Ndogoni /courRTESY

Virus creating a huge
mental health crisis

JOHNMUCHANGI/ A mental health crisis is slowly growing
as the country deals with the coronavirus.

Healthcare workers are likely to be most affected, fol-
lowed by about 2,000 people in quarantine and their
families. University of Nairobi’s mental health specialist
Lincoln Ndogoni says Kenya will require the kind of psy-
chological support given to victims of wars and natural
calamities. “The distress among healthcare workers
is going to be higher because they have fear of being
infected,” says Lincoln Ndogoni, a UoN lecturer and
consultant psychosocial and trauma processing advisor.

Ndogoni was involved in providing psychosocial sup-
port to survivors of the Rwanda Genocide in 1994. He
says Kenya’s frontline healthcare workers are likely to ex-
perience significant long-term stress knowing that they
are at higher-than-average risk of contracting Covid-19.

“We advocate the integration of mental health and psy-
chosocial support services for all health workers,” he said.

A study published in the Journal of the American Med-
ical Association on March 23 showed 50 per cent of all
the frontline health workers in China were depressed
and 71 per cent were severely distressed.

“Women, nurses, those in Wuhan, and front-line health
care workers have a high risk of developing unfavourable
mental health outcomes and may need psychological
support or interventions,” the study says.
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Special courts to hear curfew
defiance cases, says Maraga

Laments spike in sexual offences in many parts of the country in the last two weeks

GORDON OSEN
@TheStarKenya b

Persons who defy directives to con-
tain the coronavirus including the
curfew will be charged in a special
court, Chief Justice David Maraga
has said.

Maraga said the courts will be
convened at short notice to handle
such cases in consultation with the
police and the Director of Public
Prosecution.

He said the office of the DPP will
have one officer in charge of every
regional office to process files for
plea-taking and other urgent mat-
ters.

The CJ said court stations bosses
across the country will, in consulta-
tion with regional prosecutors, facil-
itate plea-taking for serious offences
that are not subject to police bond.

“Magistrates across the country
continue to review and revise bail
and bond terms for petty offenders
to facilitate their release from pris-
ons as they await trial,” he said.

The CJ spoke on behalf of the Na-
tional Council of Administration of
Justice which he chairs.

The remarks make it clear that de-
fying the curfew and Covid-19 con-
trol directives would not be classified
as petty offences hence not benefit
from free or police bond without
arraignment.

Spike of sexual offences

Maraga also said that the council
has noted a significant rise in sexual
offences in many parts of the country
in the last two weeks, constituting
35.8 per cent of all criminal reports
made to the police.

The offences were committed by
close relatives including guardians
and foster parents of the victims.

The CJ said that the council, which
met virtually on Tuesday, resolved to
bar the detention of petty and traffic
offenders at police stations for more
than 24 hours.

They should be released on either
cash bail or free police bond, he said.

Police will be required to estab-
lish centralised records showing
the number of people arrested and
handled in all police stations and the
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terms of their release on bail or bond.

“This will be regularly monitored
by the office of the DPP and peri-
odic reports submitted to the NCAJ
members,” he added.

The CJ also announced that the
release of petty offenders for the last
two weeks will be escalated.

Inmates jailed for less than six
months have been the main ben-
eficiaries.

Others who have less than six
months to complete their jail terms
have been presented to the High
Court for review of their sentences,
he added. “This has led to the release
of 4,800 inmates, significantly help-

ing to decongest the prisons. The ex-
ercise is continuing,” he said.

Maraga said new inmates are
being isolated to reduce the risk of
infection and movement in prisons
has been highly restricted.

Prison visits have been suspended,
including visits to the staff quarters.
Prison labour has also been reduced
to a bare minimum.

In its directive on Wednesday,
the Judiciary put out a contact list
of court stations and specific in-
dividuals who will be working to
enable Kenyans file urgent matters
which will then be attended to by
duty judges. The CJ also indicated

A police officer
confronts a man
found on the
streets during
curfew hours on
March 27
/FREDRICK
OMONDI

that the rest of judges and mag-
istrates will be working on their
decisions from home in order to
render judgments without delay.
For example, in the next two
weeks, the Supreme Court will
deliver one judgment and 10 rul-
ings and the Court of Appeal will
deliver more than 45 judgments
and rulings of appeals and appli-
cations heard in Nairobi, Kisumu,
Mombasa and Eldoret through
email on Friday. The council also
gave a reprieve to those who have
not paid their debts by suspending
warrants of arrest, court decrees
made prior to March 15.

Judiciary’s online model
faces technical glitches

ANNETTE WAMBULWA/ The move by the Judiciary to move
online the filing and hearing of matters to curb the spread
of the coronavirus is frustrating justice delivery.
Some litigants have raised concerns about the new
way of filing cases and hearings is riddled with hurdles.
One litigant told the Star that during filing of their
case they were unable to pay fees because that the
system hung frequently.But lawyers have welcome the
measures saying they are necessary due to the current

Covid-19 outbreak. Activist Okiya Omtatah (pictured)
said even though he has encountered a few challenges

during filing cases, the hearings through the Zoom app
have been very efficient.

“The only challenge I had on my part was that most of
their messages go to the spam mail, so you have to keep

checking your spam mail. | don't know why they go to

spam,” he said.

Omtatah also said that the court account does not
handle bulky documents so when the annexures to your
case are big they bounce back. He was able to file his
documents after using Gmail to send the documents
to the court. Omtatah said he has not encountered any
hitches with Zoom because he has very fast internet.

On Thursday, a curfew case filed by the LSK case was
heard by Justice Weldon Korir via Zoom.

Prisons inlockdown
to contain spread of
virus on inmates

GEORGE MURAGE/ The Prisons de-
partment has directed warders to
limit movement within the facilities
and placed those who live outside on
leave to contain the coronavirus.

Motorcycle operators have been
banned from the facilities while
warders' family members who work
outside the prisons have also been
told to stay at home.

The latest directives are in addition
to the prohibition of prison visits
ordered two weeks ago.

A notice from the Prisons head-
quarters directed medical staff to
visit all penal institutions and es-
tablish if a total lockdown had been
effected.

"All prison medical staff are
instructed to visit stations in their
regions and conduct a daily moni-
toring and evaluation exercise," the
notice reads.

The notice further orders the offi-
cers to contain their children within
their houses. However, Prisons
director of operations Duncan Ogore
downplayed the lockdown adding
that the officers were free to leave
their camps. Ogore said they were
keen to make sure none of their offi-
cers was infected by the virus as this
would lead to a major crisis within
the prison. 'The new measures are
meant to make sure that we contain
the spread of the virus," he said.

Ogore said that the inmates were
vulnerable to Covid-19 and they
were not taking chances as they
fight against the outbreak.

At Naivasha GK prison, allmo-
torcycle operators were banned
from accessing the facility until the
disease s contained.

A junior officer from the prison
confirmed the lockdown saying that
this had affected even their family
members who worked outside the
prison.""We have been forced to stay
within the prison grounds following
the directive," the officer said.

Defiler uncle’s
appeal quashed, to
serve life sentence

FAITHNYASUGUTA/ A three-judge
bench has quashed a second appeal
by a man convicted of defiling two of
his nieces.

The man (name withheld to
protect the girls) will now serve life
imprisonment for defiling his eight
and six-year-old nieces.

The court heard that the accused
infected the minors with sexually
transmitted diseases.

The offences happened in Febru-
ary 2012 while the trial was conduct-
edin 2012 and 2013 and judgment
delivered on 20th July 2013. He
appealed. He said the High Court
erred in law by sentencing him to life
imprisonment since he was a minor.
He argued that detention should
have been alast resort and that he
ought to have been sentenced under
the Children’s Act.
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We are fully in fight
against pandemic,
UoN answers Mutua

GILBERT KOECH/ The University of
Nairobi has dismissed claims that the
academiais not actively involvedin
the fight against coronavirus.

UoN vice chancellor Stephen
Kiama (pictured) said researchers
were burning the midnight oil to find a
solution through different approaches.

""University of Nairobi researchers
are also writing proposals for
research grants required for arresting
Covid-19," Kiama saidinamemo
dated April 1to staff and students.

He said university lecturers are
working with the government, giving
advice and educating Kenyans.

The VC's response came after the
Machakos Governor Alfred Mutua
questioned the role that the academia
has played in fighting the pandemic.

40K

Unionised vets practising
in the country

They asked the government to include
their work in thelist of essential services
exempted from the night curfew.

Jobless tenantsin
Eldoret now face
eviction over rent

JESSICAHNYABOKE/ The financial
impact of Covid-19 has started to hit
home as tenants in Eldoret town face
eviction over unpaid rent.

Panic has gripped tenants in Shauri
Moyo, Kamkunjiand Langas after their
landlords started demanding rent or
they would be evicted by force.

The estates are mostly occupied by
low income earners who eke out their
living from small businesses such as
selling second hand clothes at Eldoret
West open air market.

Other tenants staring at forceful
eviction are from the jua kali sector,
hotels, security and flower firms.

Tenant Amos Mutsami said
landlords had warned that failure to
clear last month's rent would result in
being kicked out.

THE-STAR.CO.KE

Safaricom supports free digital learning

MAUREEN KINYANJUI/ Safaricom has
partnered with education content
creators to provide free access digital
learning to students.

The telcois working with Longhorn
Publishers, Eneza Education and
Viusasa to ensure children access
educational content at home.

Learners have been at home
since March 16 after the government
suspended learning countrywide to
prevent the spread of coronavirusin
schools.

Safaricom CEO Peter Ndegwa on
Thursday said the company had been
looking at ways of being present
for its customers during the difficult
time the country is facing alongside
hundreds of othersin the world.

“Through this initiative, we want to
ensure that all students can access
education content, whether through
feature phones or smartphones, and
keep up with their studies for the time
they willbe athome," he said.

The partnership with Eneza
Education will see students from
Grade 4 to Form 4 access learning and
revision content on the SMS-based
Shupavu291free of charge.

This is following a 60-day waiver of
the daily Sh3 subscription fee. For the
next 60 days, learners will also access
education content on Shupavu Web,
Viusasa E-learning and the Longhorn
E-learning portal through the
Safaricom network -up to 250mbs
per day - at no data cost.
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Vets want inclusion as essential services

GILBERT KOECH/ Veterinarians have
petitioned Interior CS Fred Matiang'i
toinclude them as providers of
essential and critical services.

Union of Veterinary Practitioners
Kenya secretary general Dr Miheso
Mulembani expressed their
concernsin aletter to the CS.

"“The veterinary professionals
are worried that the failure by
government to list veterinary
services as essential and critical
services will endanger their lives by
being arrested,” the letter says."”

For example, the veterinary
officers carry out antemortem
inspection of animals to be
slaughtered to as late as 9pm while
meat inspectors start their duties

by 4am to enable the meat to be
dispatched by 6am to various
locations. This is a similar case for
milk and fish inspectors.”

The union has over 40,000
practitioners in the country.

Mulembani said the Labour
Relations Act, 2007, defines
critical services as services that if
interrupted will endanger the life of a
person or health of the population.

Following the increase in the
number of coronavirus cases, the
government has instituted some
measures as a way of curbing the
spread of the virus.

Among the measuresisa7pmto
5am curfew, which started on March
27.

A vendor sells
face masks,
locally made
from cotton, at
Obunga slumsin
Kisumu
yesterday at
Sh20 each
/DANIEL OGENDO

Millers ask state to drop duty on
maize imports to avoid shortage

They say stock of two million bags inadequate, propose number be raised to 18 million

AGATHA NGOTHO
@TheStarKenya [

Millers have asked the government
to waive the 14 per cent duty on
maize imported from Mexico.

Agriculture Cabinet Secretary
Peter Munya said on Tuesday that
the government will allow millers
to import four million bags of the
cereal to stabilise food prices.

“With the current stock estimated
to last a month, the government has
allowed private millers to import two
million bags of white maize and a
similar tonnage of yellow maize for
making animal feeds to avert short-
ages,” he said.

The CS said white maize from
outside the Comesa trading bloc
will attract a 14 per cent duty, down
from 50 per cent while the yellow
maize will attract 10 per cent duty

to cushion consumers from price
increments.

But millers want the government
to waive the duty because of the
Covid-19.

“There should be no duty at this
point and our aim at this time should
not be to protect farmers but to en-
sure that every Kenyan can get ad-
equate food at affordable prices,” a
large-scale miller who sought ano-
nymity told the Star.

But Agriculture PS Hamadi Boga
said even with the 14 per cent duty,
millers will still be able to buy maize
at the global market price and that
of Comesa and EAC regions.

He said even if a consignment gets
to Mombasa at Sh3,000 per bag, the
price of a two-kilo packet of flour
should still retail at between Sh120
and Sh130.

But United Grain Millers Associ-
ation chairman Ken Nyaga said this
will increase flour prices.

“If maize gets to Mombasa at
Sh3,000, it will increase to Sh3,400
to Sh3,600 by the time it gets to Nai-
robi or Nakuru and shoot unga pric-
es to almost Sh150,” he said.

The millers said the two million
bags of white maize is not enough
to bridge the deficit.

“We need three million bags per
month for the next six months, up
to September. This should be about
18 million bags,” the miller said.

According to data from the Minis-
try of Agriculture on 2019-20 maize
production, the country has about
10 million bags of maize. With a
monthly consumption of 4.25 mil-
lion bags per month, the shortfall is
to be met from imports.

PANIC BUYING
Kenyans have been warned against
panic buying during the Covid-19
pandemic.

On Wednesday, Agriculture CS

Munya said this could create an
unwarranted shock in the market,
pushing the cost of food up.

“Currently, food supply is sufficient
and [ urge Kenyans to resist panic
buying. We will be closely monitor-
ing the cost of food and taking stern
measures against traders who create
artificial price inflation on food and
agriculture inputs,” he said.

Munya spoke on Tuesday during
amedia briefing on the coronavirus
pandemic and food security at Kili-
mo House, Nairobi.

“It is evident that the economic
impact of the pandemic is taking a
toll on the national economy and
this impact is particularly being felt
in the agricultural sector,” he said.

Particularly the fresh produce
industry had been most hit by the
pandemic. “This impact has been
occasioned by the lockdown in most
countries and the collapse of prices
at the auction.”
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Ndingi personified self-sacrifice,
honesty and changed many lives

He cared deeply for the less fortunate and those who were unjustly treated. And as a shepherd of souls,
he actively encouraged individuals to consider giving their lives in the service of God and his people

FR PATRICK KANJA
WACHIRA

@TheStarKenya

Frin-charge St
Jude Catholic
Church, Donholm,
Nairobi

Archbishop
Ndingi Mwana
a'Nzeki
/FREDRICK OMONDI

he first time [ met the late
Archbishop Ndingi Mwana’a
Nzeki was in 1972 while still
in primary school.

He visited our school and I can
still remember our excitement as we
sang and danced for this high-rank-
ing churchman who easily and joy-
fully danced with us. It is the same
man who years later would accept
and welcome me to train and be
formed for the Roman Catholic
priesthood and ordained me in 1983.

I worked under his leadership,
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both in the diocese of Nakuru
(which in the *80s covered the then
districts of Nakuru, Kericho and Bar-
ingo, serving a multiplicity of ethnic
groups), and later in the Archdiocese
of Nairobi.

Indeed, Archbishop Ndingi Mwa-
na’a Nzeki was a great man of God
in every understanding and meaning
of the phrase. He valued and lived
for honesty. A sure way of getting
into trouble with him was a betray-
al of his trust by engaging in things
dishonest.

I can still hear him vigorously
berating individuals who engaged
in unacceptable behaviour. While
he vigorously could tell off dis-
honest individuals, he was quick
to apologise when he realised he
had misjudged someone and con-
sequently accused him of what he
had not done. Having the archbishop
profusely apologising for a mistake
done was for his juniors a humbling
experience.

He valued simplicity. While the
rank of archbishop is high in the
Catholic Church’s hierarchy, Arch-
bishop Ndingi exemplified servant
leadership. His external demean-
our was not ostentatious. His did
not suffer from the ‘big man syn-
drome’, which, ordinarily, involves
pushing one’s weight around and
calling attention to your supposedly
glorious self.

SPOKE TRUTH TO POWER
Many are the times he would join
our conversation where we felt free
to express our opinions without fear
of rebuke from the ‘boss’. While he
would not let an erroneous opinion
go unchallenged, he certainly did not
correct one disdainfully. His lifestyle
was not showy or high-octane.

He cared deeply for the less fortu-
nate and all those who were unjustly

treated. The painful experience of
the ethnic clashes in 1992 and the
brutality of the Moi regime during
the one-party reign, brought out
fearlessness and a daring in Ndingi
which went a long way in reversing
the said injustices.

Without fear or favour, Ndingi
loudly spoke the truth to the extent
that we began fearing for his life, giv-
en the many mysterious disappear-
ances and confinements suffered by
opponents of the reigning regime.

As a shepherd of souls, he actively
encouraged individuals, men and
women to consider giving their lives
in the service of God and his people.

His efforts saw a dramatic increase
in the number of young men and
women joining the priesthood and
the sisterhood at a time when the
church was served mainly by foreign
missionaries.

There was palpable growth in
the number of Christians, which
led to the opening of many Catho-
lic churches within his diocese. He
actively solicited for external help for
the poor within his diocese.

The Diocese of Nakuru was known
to run many health centres, the larg-
est of which were Kaplong Hospital
in Sotik, in the then-Kericho district
and Eldama Ravine Hospital in El-
dama Ravine in the then-Baringo
district. There was a myriad of dis-
pensaries and health centres scat-
tered in many parts of the diocese.

Farmers were not left behind. The

President Daniel
Moi receives a
cheque from
Archbishop
Ndingi Mwana
a'Nzeki /FILE

diocese had a huge farming depart-
ment, which educated farmers and
provided them with needed help,
to enhance their farming practices.
A fully fledged water department,
complete with water drilling rigs,
crisscrossed the diocese drilling
boreholes for many communities.
Most of these activities were financed
with foreign assistance through the
efforts of Archbishop Ndingi.

FORGIVING AND FORTHRIGHT

While he was known as a simple
(certainly not simplistic), honest,
generous and forgiving individual,
he was also known to give a vigorous
tongue-lashing to individuals whom
he considered to be in the wrong.
While in this state, individuals
around him would warily go about
their business hoping one would not
make a wrong step.

There would follow a collective
sigh of relief when calm returned
to the bishop. People around him
knew he cared about them deeply
and would go to great lengths to as-
sist those who needed assistance.He
believed in capacity-building among
the clergy and laity in his area of ju-
risdiction.

He actively solicited for foreign
scholarships from catholic agen-
cies in the West for the clergy, nuns
and laity of his diocese and created a
pool of informed persons who would
knowledgeably serve the people of
God. Indeed, the archbishop was a
Godly individual.

Being Christ-like was his objec-
tive. Much as he did make mistakes
as we all do, he certainly stood head
and shoulders above most of us in
his exemplary character. Farewell,
dad. May the angels welcome you
into paradise.

Wiper leader Kalonzo Musyoka visits Archbishop
Ndingi Mwana a’'Nzeki at his home in Nairobi on June 6, 2018
/DENNIS KAVISU



12

NEWS

THE-STAR.CO.KE

The COVID-19 Heat Map

COVID-19 induced economic disruption will disproportionately impact some industry sectors more than others
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Aviation, tourism among most
hit as job losses in Kenya surge

More than 50 hotels at the coast and Naivasha have either closed or cut operations
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The automotive industry, tourism,
aviation, and non-food retail sectors
face the highest exposure to finan-
cial distress as the global economy
grapples with the effects of the coro-
navirus.

A survey by business and financial
services company Moody’s also lists
consumer durables, apparel, and
gaming as among the most affected.

Manufacturing, chemicals, media,
oil and gas, mining and agriculture
remain moderately exposed, the
survey shows.

Sectors with low exposure are
construction, defense, equipment
and transport, rental, packaging,
pharmaceutical, real estate, food
retail, telecoms, and waste man-
agement.

“Covid-19 induced economic
disruption will disproportionately

impact some industry sectors more
than others,” Moody’s says in the
report.

Hundreds of businesses and
companies in Kenya are currently
struggling to stay afloat in the wake
of reduced economic activities.

The most hit sectors include ho-
tel and tourism, fresh produce and
flower farming, export processing
zones and the Small and Medium
Enterprises.

The sectors have reported massive
job losses as firms turn to austerity
measures to deal with revenue short-
falls. Companies have also resorted
to pay cuts to retain employees amid
shrinking revenues.

More than 50 major hotels at the
coast (Mombasa, Diani,Kilifi) and
Naivasha have either closed or re-
duced operations.

At the coast, about 9,000 hotel em-
ployees have been directly affected,
the Kenya Association of Hotelkeep-
ers and Caterers said yesterday, with
hundreds of suppliers, contractors

and other service providers being
thrown out of business.

“We are looking at empty hotels,”
KAHC executive officer Sam Ikwaye
told the Star.

More than 1,000 employees in the
flower sector have been sent home as
exports remain suppressed.

In aviation, Kenya Airways has
grounded most of its planes after
stopping international operations,
a move that leaves more than 2,000
jobs at stake. It has forced employees
to take pay cuts.

The national carrier is losing an
average Sh300 million per day, the
amount it generates daily on inter-
national flights.

The International Air Transport
Association (IATA) has warned that
airlines could lose up to Sh11.3 tril-
lion if the coronavirus spread con-
tinues unabated.

Media houses are grappling with
low revenues on reduced advertising.
Some have already issued redundan-
cy notices with others asking their

employees to take pay-cuts if the
businesses are to remain afloat.

In the retail sector, some super-
markets cut down on the number
of staff citing a tough business en-
vironment.

The Kenya Association of Man-
ufacturers has estimated that 16.7
per cent of its over 900 members are
considering downsizing to deal with
lower revenues as a result of supply
chain disruption.

Chairman Sachen Gudka has how-
ever asked manufacturers to try and
safeguard jobs.

“We must do our utmost to en-
sure that there are at best, no, and
at worst, minimal job losses,” he said.

International trade which sup-
ports more than 7.4 million SMEs in
the country has also been disrupted
as a business with China, Kenya’s
biggest import source, remains low.
A survey by the Kenya Private Sector
Alliance indicates 21 per cent of busi-
nesses reported losses of between
Sh1 million and Sh5 million.

SGR to collect less revenues as
curfew affects its operations

Mombasa-Nairobi route now runs one train

SUSANNYAWIRA / Passenger revenue
for the Standard Gauge Railway
(SGR) is set to fall due to a drop in
the number of travelers.
This is after the suspension of part
Madaraka Express Services due to
the nationwide curfew.

Kenya Railways last week gave a

directive that only one train shall
operate between Mombasa and
Nairobi from March 27. The train
service which carries a maximum
0f 7,000 passengers daily can now
handle 4,200 passengers per trip.

In 2018, Kenya Railways data
shows that Africa Star Railway

Operation Company (Afristar),
the operator, increased sales from
the passenger service to Sh1.76
billion, up from Sh1.23 billion a
year earlier reflecting a growth
of 43 per cent.

The revenues were however
not enough to meet the opera-
tion costs, which are estimated
at Sh1.5 billion a month.

With the suspension of the af-
ternoon train and the rule on so-
cial distancing, the SGR is set for
a dip in revenues.

Kenya Railways also adjusted
the Nairobi Commuter Rail Ser-
vice schedules to allow passengers
get home before the curfew time

However, the Standard Gauge
Railway cargo service will contin-
ue to operate on a 24-hour basis
to ensure seamless movement of
goods.

This is to ensure the country
maintains a constant supply of
imports with exports moving, at
a time when the coronavirus has
hit the country.

According to Kenya National Bu-
reau of Statistics,freight services
which started in January 2018,
generated Sh4 billion in the year
to December.

In 2019, Kenya Railways earned
Sh10.1 billion from the cargo ser-
vice in the year to June.
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105.1862

The indicative value of
the shilling to the dollar

The Kenyan shilling weakened on
Thursday due to some merchandise
importers and retailers buying
dollars to meet their obligations
amid lacklustre inflows due to the
coronavirus-related disruptions,
. traderssad.

FINANCIAL MARKET

Currency Buy Sell Mean
USDOLLAR 105.0853 105.2912  105.1882
STG POUND 130.3894 130.6735 130.5315
SARAND 5.8442 5.8606 5.8524
KES 7/ USHS 35.9954  36.1611 36.0783
KES / TSHS 219297  22.0678 219987
JPY (100) 98.0273 982377 981325
IND RUPEE 13944 13981 13963
EURO 114.9659  115.2106 115.0882
CHINESE YUAN 14.7872 14.8350 14.81M1
AE DIRHAM 28,6063  28.6678 28.6371

Price Change (%)
KENYA-RE 277 9.49
WILLIAMSON TEA 106.25 6.25
SAFARICOM 28.25 5.02
KENYA AIRWAYS 140 4.48
TP SERENA 1315 4.3

Price Change (%)
TRANS-CENTURY 1.80 10.00
I&M HOLDINGS 48.50 3.48
UCHUMI 0.29 333
LIBERTY HOLDINGS 8.48 3.20
NATION MEDIA GROUP  24.00 224

TIP OF THE DAY

CONNECT WITH
AUDIENGE WHEN
PRESENTING

Good presenters know how to
connect with their audience —
whichis really challenging in a virtual
setting. To start, you have to adopt
an engaged, active persona. Make
“eye contact” with your participants
by looking directly into the camera
as often as possible. This can be
hard to remember, especially if you
have to look elsewhere on your
screen to see the participants. To
make it easier, set up your screen
so that the window with your
audienceis close to the camera.
This way you can simultaneously
make eye contact with them and
see their response. Pay attention
to the angle of the camera so your
faceis at a comfortable level for
others to see you. (You want to
avoid giving your audience a great
view of your nostrils!) Remember to
show a warm, engaging smile, laugh
occasionally, and maintain a friendly,
engaging tone.
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Timber merchants incur highest
costs despite drop in key sectors

Price increase was in the manufacture of wood and cork , KNBS says

A carpenter carries a frame of an armchair /COURTESY

SUSANNYAWIRA / The timber industry
incurred the highest production cost
in the first quarter of 2020 as the
sector continues to grapple with the
low export market.

“The highest producer price in-
crease was in the manufacture of
wood and cork except for furniture
at 6.47 per cent,” says the Kenya
National Bureau of Statistics in its
latest Producer Price Index.

According to the statistics body,
the sector has been struggling as the
export of wood products plunged
65 per cent in 2019. This can be at-
tributed to the ban on logging in the
country.

The country earned Sh225 mil-
lion in 2019 from the industry a drop
from Sh648 million in 2010.

The highest drop in producer price
was in the manufacture of basic met-
als which was negative 5.36 per cent.

The manufacture of chemicals and
chemical products and the manufac-
ture of beverages recorded a price
increase of 6.64 and 6.06 percent
respectively.

The producer prices of a bale of
maize flour, wheat flour and sugar
declined by 4.9 per cent during the
period under review, leading to a
drop in prices for the products.

However, over the past 12 months,
the price for producing a bale of
maize flour has increased signifi-
cantly by 43.5 per cent.

The producer price for a crate of
fresh milk increased by 1.1 per cent
from Sh 784 in December 2019 to Sh
793 in March 2020.

Overall, producer prices de-
creased by 1.47 per cent from De-
cember 2019 to March 2020 while
the year on year inflation was 1.07
per cent. The PPI decreased from
102.58 points in December 2019 to
101.07 points in March 2020.

The PPI has been produced since
2012 with the weights derived from
the Census of Industrial Produc-
tion(CIP).

Shippers call for longer storage,
waiver on cargo charges at port

They also want KRA to streamline operations to ease clearance and tax compliance

MARTIN MWITA
@MwitaMartin

Shippers, transporters, and trad-
ers want cargo storage periods and
charges at the Mombasa port re-
viewed to help mitigate operational
challenges occasioned by the gov-
ernment curfew.

They also want the Kenya Revenue
Authority to streamline its operations
and implement a raft of measures to
ease cargo clearance and tax com-
pliance.

Through the Shippers Council of
Eastern Africa (SCEA), they want the
suspension of verification charges
of $80 (Sh8,411 ) and $120 (Sh12,617
)for 20ft and 40ft respectively, which
was to be effected from Wednesday.

In addition, free cargo storage pe-
riod should be extended from the
current four days to 10 days, a move
they say will ease the rush to pick
containers before the curfew time,
which has led to crowding at the Port
of Mombasa and the Inland Contain-
er Deport-Nairobi.

SCEA which represents the region-
al logistics and international trader
also wants charges on truck alter-
ations, overnight charges and delay
penalties for export products waived.

Importers incur charges of be-
tween $30 (Sh 3,154 ) and $90
(Sh9,463 ) per day for cargo that has
stayed beyond the free storage period
and more than 24 days, depending
on the size of the container.

Containers released by KRA and
not collected after 24 hours are
charged $100 (Sh10,514 )and $200
(Sh21,029) per day for 20ft and 40ft
respectively.

“We have also asked the Ships
Agents Association to impress upon
their members to increase the free
period for their containers,” chief
executive Gilbert Langat notes in the
communique seen by the Star.

Export acceptance period should
also be extended, SCEA says in the
request tabled before Kenya Ports

Authority (KPA) acting managing
director Rashid Salim and Kenya
Revenue Authority(KRA) commis-
sioner of customs and border control
Kevin Safari.

To cushion customers from cus-
toms-related challenges, the council
has requested the taxman to suspend
penalties for delayed movement of
export cargo in Mombasa.

“To support the reduction and
crowding at the ICDN, sending of
containers for 100 per cent verifi-
cation and partial verification be

stopped especially for known cus-
tomers with history of compliance,”
Langat said.

KRA has also been asked to extend
the export acceptance period from
the current four hours, which is said
to be restrictive under the current
operating circumstances.

There is also a need to streamline
delivery of letters for the Exemp-
tions Processing Codes applications
for manufacturers whose goods are
exempted by the Kenya Bureau of
Statistics, SCEA says.
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Treasury floats
Sh60 billion
bond to fund
infrastructure

The government has floated a Sh60
billion infrastructure bond, the first
such issue this year.

The nine-year bond willhave a
couponrate of 10.85 per cent to be
paid after every six months starting
October 12 this year to the same
datein 2027.

The bond interest will not attract
tax —amounting to 10 per cent
—normally charged on the other
issues.

Aninvestor is expected to put in
a minimum of Sh100,000, but with
subsequent amounts in Sh50,000.

The Central Bank of Kenya (CBK)
which conducts the auction on
behalf of the National Treasury is
expected to ride on recent monitory
incentives it gave to lenders to free
cashinto the market on coronavirus
outbreak, to meet the target.

Itis however not certainif the
amount will be used for the intended
purpose, coming at a time when
thereis a freezein the development
budget with funds being channeled
to mitigate the effects of the virus,
which had by Wednesday infected
81people.

Experts are however projecting
an under subscription, citing low
interest offered.

Clement Manyonyi, a capital
market trader told the Star that the
coupon rate offeredis way below
compared to the other two such
bonds issues last year.

He added that although lending
to the government is secure, fund
managers and banks are likely to put
their cashin high-value projects.

"The repeal of interest cap law in
November makes ordinary lending
more lucrative. Banks, which are
the highest buyers of government
securities are likely to take arisk for
a higher premium,” Manyonyi said.

Titus Kimeu, on the other hand,
said the government must let
the bond coupon be market-
determined, insisting that the
interest offered is not enticing
enough.

Theinfrastructure bond of the
similar amount issued in October
last year was market determined
while the one issued in February
last year came with a12.2 per cent
coupon.

Government plans to construct
10,000km of roads by 2022.
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Indian farmers feed
cows strawberries
as lockdown bites

REUTERS/ As hundreds of millions of
Indians remain locked down to stem
the spread of coronavirus, some

of its cattle are getting treated to
strawberries and broccoli that farmers
are struggling to transport and sellin
cities amid the three-week lockdown.

Demand for such premium farm
produce typically jumpsin the
summer, but with India's farm supply
chainindisarray, farmers are unable
to get goods to market. The sudden
drop in demand is hurting millions of
farmersin the world's second-most
populous country.

"Tourists andice cream producers
are the main buyers of strawberries,
but there are no tourists now,"
said Anil Salunkhe, while feeding
strawberries grownin his two-acre
farm to his cows.

He was hoping to make 800,000
rupees (Sh1.1million), but now has not
evenrecovered the production cost,
asit has become tough to transport
produce to large cities.

Munishamappa dumped 15 tonnes
of grapesin a nearby forest after
failing to sellthem — he had spent
500,000 rupees (Sh692,0365) on
his crop. He had even asked nearby
villagers to come collect his fruit for
free, but few turned up, he said.

Coronavirus
changes burial
for Jews, Muslims

REUTERS/ Arising death tollinthe
coronavirus crisis is forcing a change
in Jewish and Muslim burial and
mourning traditions in the Holy Land.

Inlsrael, Jewish dead are normally
laid torestin a cloth smock and
shroud, without a coffin. Now, bodies
of coronavirus victims are taken
for ritual washing — performed
infull protective gear — wrapped
inimpermeable plastic. They are
wrapped againin plastic before burial.

New decrees for handling the virus
dead have been given for Muslim
burials, said Sheikh Muhammad
Hussein, Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and
the Palestinian Territories.

Israel has reported 29 coronavirus
deaths so far. The Palestinians have
confirmed one fatality so far.

Funerals and mourning rituals have
changed since Israeli and Palestinian
authorities imposed stay-at-home
directives andrestricted the size of
public gatherings to try to halt the
spread of infection. FuneralsinIsrael
can be attended by no more than 20
peopleinan open space only. Social
distancing rules mean that embracing
the bereavedis just not done.

That has affected the Jewish
tradition of Shiva - a seven-day
period that begins after a funeral,
in which people come to the family
home to offer condolences, bring food
and reminisce about the departed.

In Gaza and the occupied West
Bank bereaved families have taken
to accepting condolences over social
media.

MAYBE WHAT
ORBAN'S
DOING NOW IS
JUSTTIDYING
UP THE LAW.
HUNGARY
WAS
ALREADY A
DICTATORSHIP
INPRACTICE.
NOWIT'S
ALSOONEIN
THEORY

THE-STAR.CO.KE

GWYNNE DYER

His new book is ‘Growing Pains: The Future of Democracy (and Work)'
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Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor
Orban arrives
to attend the
plenary session
of Parliament
ahead of a vote
to grant the
government
special powers
to combat the
Covid-19 crisis
in Budapest,
Hungary, on
March 30,2020
/REUTERS

HAS HUNGARY BECOME THE FIRST CASUALTY?

ello, dictator!” said Jean-Claude Juncker cheerily

to Hungary’s leader, Viktor Orbdn, at a European
Union summit meeting a couple of years ago. The
president of the European Commission was only
joking, of course, but it was gallows humour. Dicta-
torship was clearly where Orban was heading—and now he has
arrived.

On Monday the Hungarian parliament passed a new law,
allegedly to deal with the coronavirus crisis. It declares a state of
emergency and allows Orbdn to rule by decree for the duration
of the crisis—but it doesn’t say when that state of emergency will
end. That will be decided by the man who has just been granted
supreme power.

Orban’s spokesman, Zoltdn Kovdcs, helpfully explained that
“Just as in wartime, a state of emergency could extend until the
end of hostilities. Today we confront not a military power, but are
in a war-like state to defend our people against a pandemic the
likes of which we have not seen in a century.”

‘Never waste the opportunity offered by a good crisis’ as
Machiavelli allegedly said 500 years ago. So is what we are seeing
in Hungary now the tip of the iceberg? Will governments in
other democracies whose leaders have dictatorial ambitions use
the coronavirus crisis as an excuse to give themselves absolute
powers?

Will Rodrigo Duterte take ‘emergency’ powers to get around
the one-term Filipino presidential limit that obliges him to quit
in two years’ time? Will Narendra Modi copy Indira Gandhi’s 1975
‘Emergency’ and set up as the ‘temporary’ dictator of India? Will
Recep Tayyip Erdogan destroy what remains of Turkey’s democ-
racy to save himself if his popularity declines further?

For that matter, will Donald Trump use the great wave of
American coronavirus deaths in the coming months and an
alleged threat of mass disorder as an excuse for postponing the
November election, especially if his prospects for re-election are
not looking bright?

It’s a toss-up with Duterte, who is responsible for so many
murders that he can never safely retire. But for the rest, the an-
swer is almost certainly no.

Both Modi and Erdogan have created solid blocs of religious
supporters who practically guarantee their political futures (at
great cost to the unity and future prospects of their respective
countries). They don’'t need to destroy democracy to survive.

As for Trump, whose ‘base’ is too narrow to assure him a polit-
ical victory in November if other elements of his victorious 2016
coalition defect, he doesn’t really have the option of cancelling
the election. Americans’ loyalty to their ancient constitution is

66

still too strong to let that happen. In any case, Trump probably
won’t need such extreme measures to hold on to office.

He is already re-writing the script so that his heavy responsi-
bility for the silent carnage that awaits the country is erased in
the public’s mind by his last-minute swerve towards a strong
policy of social distancing that averts a much greater loss of life.
Hail the saviour!

Which leaves us, then, with the question of why Orbén is go-
ing to such political extremes when he already had all the power
he could possibly want. He has already fiddled the constitution
so that his party can win a two-thirds majority of the seats in
parliament on only 44 per cent of the votes.

Hungary is effectively a one-party state, and the media and the
judges both serve Orbdn’s Fidesz Party, not the general public. He
even had a ‘state of emergency’ in place already, declared in 2016

during the great refugee flood
of that year (though none of the
WII.I. EUVERNMENTS IN refugees came to Hungary), and
[]THER [lEMﬂ[:Rm:lEs heglas n}elver rescindﬁd i‘z .
rue, he can now hand ou
WI'"]SE I-EA"ERS HAVE five-year prison sentences to
DICTATORIAL AMBITIONS  Hungarians whospread e
information, but the courts were
USE THE CORONAVIRUS
CRISIS AS AN EXCUSE
TOGIVE THEMSELVES
ABSOLUTE POWERS?

already giving his critics multiple
shorter sentences if they got
too noisy. Why go to this extra
trouble when it might even tip
the EU into expelling Hungary
as a non-democratic country
(although I wouldn’t hold my
breath on that one)?

I once spent a day with Orbdn in Budapest, when we were
both much younger men. He was a student leader who had just
got famous for defying the Communists with a fiery nation-
alist speech, and I had spent the summer in the Soviet Union
interviewing the emerging democratic opposition. (We were
introduced by Hungarian-born philanthropist George Soros,
then Orbdn’s mentor and later a prime target of his rabid an-
ti-Semitism.)

We had much to talk about, and [ enjoyed his company. What
struck me, though, was that he really thought like a lawyer. May-
be a radical one, and certainly later a corrupt one, but a lawyer
by character and by training.

So maybe what he’s doing now is just tidying up the law.

Hungary was already a dictatorship in practice. Now it’s also one
in theory.
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KNCCI wants more done to
cushion poor, businesses

MAUREEN KINYANJUIZ The private sector
has called for reduced power costs
and tax waiver on food and other
essentials to lessen the impact of the
coronavirus shock.

Kenya National Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry president Rich-
ard Ngatia also wants KNCCI county
chapters represented in emergency
response committees.

He urged the government to re-
duce the cost of electricity for man-
ufacturers, in particular, to enable
them to produce adequate protective
gear being used in the fight against
Covid-19.

“KNCCI commends the govern-
ment for stepping [in] to cush-
ion Kenyans from the effects of
Covid-19, particularly the directive
by President Uhuru Kenyatta to have
an Emergency Response Fund estab-
lished,” Ngatia said.

Nairobi residents, especially those
in informal settlements, have been

pushing the government to do more
to cushion them.

The KNCCI said more should be
done to make food cheaper.

The recommendations were made
on Wednesday during a video con-
ference meeting of the chamber’s
National Delegates Council. Chair-
persons of all the 47 county chapters
took part in the meeting chaired by
Ngatia.

They discussed resource mobili-
sation, impact and mitigation mea-
sures on Small and Medium Enter-
prises (SMEs), business continuity
plan and sustainability alongside the
establishment of county emergency
response committees for Covid-19.

It was resolved that all the 47
county governments waive taxes
on food produce.

The counties should increase sen-
sitisation through civic education
to create seamless awareness of the
health protocols and guidelines be-
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Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry president Richard Ngatia
(C) during a visit to the Nairobi International Trade Fair last year /COURTESY

ingissued by the Ministry of Health.

“Itis apparent that various coun-
ty chapters are facing various chal-
lenges due to this pandemic,” Ngatia
added.

“Some of the challenges that stood
out from the meeting include the in-
creased price in basic commodities,
insecurity, delay in supply of goods
and services, reduction in produc-

tion and manufacturing of products,
closure of businesses among others.
The recommendations above will
enable them remain afloat.”

Other participants included State
Department of Trade PS Johnstone
Weru, East Africa Community PS
Kevit Desai and State Department of
Crop Development and Agricultural
Research PS Hamadi Iddi Boga.

Rep wants waiver for county
tenants paying Sh5,000, less

Minority whip Peter Imwatok says they should not pay rent for the next three months
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MAUREEN KINYANJUI
@MissKinyanjuiMo

A city MCA has called for a waiver for
all county tenants paying less than
Sh5,000 rent.

The economy has taken a hit as
a result of measures put in place
in Kenya and globally to stem the
spread of coronavirus.

As of April 1, Kenya had confirmed
81 cases of coronavirus, with one
death and three recoveries. Globally
the number of confirmed infections
is nearly a million.

Besides big businesses and SMEs,
the measures have had a direct im-
pact on low-income earners, manual
labourers and the self-employed.

Minority whip Peter Imwatok
said it is this group of vulnerable
people who pay a monthly rent of
up to Sh5,000 and they need to be
protected.

In a letter to the director-general
of the Nairobi Metropolitan Service,
Mohammed Badi, Imwatok propos-
es waiving rent for the next three
months for tenants in Makongeni,
Kaloleni, Jericho, Bahati, Mbotela,

Shauri Moyo, Maringo and Ngara
estates.

“As you are aware following the
outbreak of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, a raft of measures have been put
in place by the Kenyan government
in order to suppress the spread of
the virus. This group of residents is
currently unable to provide for their
daily meals and at the same time pay
monthly rent,” Imwatok says.

“To this end, it is my humble re-
quest to you, that you waive payment

of rent by all county government ten-
ants whose monthly rent amounts
to Sh5,000 and below, majority of
whom are low-income earners for
the next three months in order to
cushion them from the adverse ef-
fects of the Covid-19 pandemic.”

Housing is one of the county func-
tions transferred to the national gov-
ernment three weeks ago and falls
under the purview of the Nairobi
Metropolitan Service.

On Wednesday the Landlords and

People walk
past Railway
housing at
Makongeni
in Eastlands,
Nairobi /FILE

Tenants Association of Kenya urged
landlords to waive rent for the next
three months.

The association also wants the gov-
ernment to help landlords servicing
loans to get a six-month moratorium
from commercial banks.

“Mr President, on a credible me-
diation process, start with writing
off rent for three months with no
threats, notices, locking houses, dis-
connection of water/electricity and
eviction by auctioneers,” said LATAK.
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Covid-19: Cabinet-less Kiambu
faces crisis in emergency plans

County does not have a public service board to hire more medics in emergency plans

BENJAMIN IMENDE
@TheStarKenya
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Kiambu county will be faced with
a crisis in handling cases of corona-
virus owing to the lack of a cabinet
and a public service board to hire
medics.

The county does not have an exec-
utive committee after the previous
team was voted out following the
impeachment of former Governor
Ferdinand Waititu.

Governor James Nyoro nominated
a new team but the nominees are
yet to get the approval of the MCAs
although they have been vetted.

That means the county does not
have a health executive to take
charge of coronavirus response and
coordination.

County hospitals remain under-
staffed as patients crowd the health
facilities. The hospitals also lack
drugs.

“We are in a bad position since the
county can’t hire and don’t have a
health executive to lead the county
in preparations against Covid-19,”
Ndenderu MCA Solomon Kinuthia
said.

Kinuthia was responding to
speaker Stephen Ndichu who told
MCAs that the county will adopt the
strategy that the National Assembly
will pass instead of holding an ur-
gent sitting.

“We, therefore, observed that
since Parliament is on the verge of
meeting to discuss the VAT legis-
lation, we wait and see how it will
handle the matter then we exploit
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Kangangi market in Kiambu town that has been closed after traders failed to observe social-distancing measures to prevent
the spread of coronavirus /STANLEY NJENGA

that and copy and paste their ac-
tion,” Ndichu said.

Currently, Kiambu doesn’t have a
public service board to employ new
medics to address the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“I, therefore, implore your able of-
fice to recall the house to debate and
ratify cabinet nominees for appoint-
ment as substantive officeholders to
facilitate a smoother and seamless
response to the coronavirus pan-
demic,” Kinuthia wrote to Ndichu
on Thursday.

Kinuthia said that the assembly
should be recalled so that they pass

laws that will equip all dispensaries
and health centres with the requi-
site Personnel Protective Equipment
(PPE).

The MCAs wanted also to put in
place measures to train and equip
community health volunteers with
the necessary gear to limit the
spread of the virus.

“We also want to pass a resolution
to supplement the emergency and
disaster response funds allocation
to mitigate the spread of Covid-19,”
Kinuthia said.

He added, “We want to debate and
ratify County Public Service Board
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appointees to enable the county to
comply with the presidential di-
rective of March 25on the hiring
of more health workers to enhance
our compliance with our Covid-19
disaster response capability.”

But Ndichu said they were exer-
cising caution so that they do not
hold meetings. The government has
banned gatherings to promote social
distancing as a measure of curbing
the spread of the virus.

“We are there. No sooner shall
the National Assembly do it than
we shall swing into action and do
our bit,” Ndichu said.

1,000 T0 BE READY TODAY

Varsity partners with county
to produce protective gears

DKUT to make personal protective
equipment and reusable face masks

Jeniffer Kariithi, one of the Small and Medium Entrepreneurs under the Laikipia
Innovation Programme, sews a protective garment /7EUTYCAS MUCHIRI

EUTYCUS MUCHIRI’Dedan Kimathi
University of Technology has part-
nered with Laikipia county govern-
ment to mass-produce personal pro-
tective equipment and face masks to
help in the fight against coronavirus.

The PPE is a clothing item worn by
medical staff to protect them from
infections and injury while at work.

The first 1,000 bodysuits for med-
ical staff and 8,000 face masks for
distribution to local boda boda rid-
ers, community health volunteers
and enforcement officers are expect-
ed to be ready today.

The face masks are reusable.

DKUT vice-chancellor Ndirangu
Kioni said on Wednesday that the
country was fighting for survival
against Covid-19.

“We must, therefore, do whatever
we can do first even as we look for
help elsewhere,” Kioni said.

He said the two institutions part-
nered to fill gaps in the fight against
the virus that was declared a global
pandemic in February.

Kioni said their network of en-
trepreneurs under innovation pro-
gramme had come in handy. The
university has trained eight local
manufacturers who are working

with 40 sub-contractors.

County head of innovation devel-
opment programme Winnie Mwan-
gi hoped that the Kenya Bureau of
Standards and the Kenya Pharmacy
and Poisons Board will speed up the
approval all of the equipment.

Mwangi said the equipment was
required urgently, hence the two
agencies should consider the pre-
vailing circumstances.

The two institutions were also
working on mass production of ven-
tilators and hand sanitisers through
other SMEs under the Laikipia Inno-
vation and Enterprise Development
Programme.

There are fears that many peo-
ple might test positive for the virus
when mass testing starts country-
wide and that the infections will
strain medical facilities and equip-
ment like PPEs and ventilators.

The Ministry of Health this week
announced that the country is likely
to have 10,000 coronavirus cases by
the end of this month.

Mass production of the PPEs is
part of the preparations that the
county government is making as
cases spread. Laikipia has not re-
corded any Covid-19 case.
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‘NOT A VACATION
Stay at home
directive for all,
even children — MP

GEORGE MUGO/ A legislator has raised
concern over the movement of
childrenin estates and villages despite
the order to stay at home to flatten
the curve of Covid-19 infections.

Limuru's Peter Mwathi urged
citizens to accept and heed the
government's instructions to help in
reducing the spread of coronavirus
thatis ruining human health and
global economies.

He regretted that primary and sec-
ondary schoollearners keep in groups
inthe villages to engage in storytelling
and play. Mwathi urged parents to en-
gage their children with school work
revision and other activities to reduce
movement.

He says by doing so, the learners
willnot lose focus on their studies
and also not aid in the spread of the
virus that had by Wednesday infected
81peopleinthe country, killing one.
Three have recovered.

“Itis sad that our children are
being noticed visiting each other. Our
parents should ensure they engage
them as much as possible with school
work and telling them how serious the
diseaseis,”" Mwathi said.

The MP, who spoke to the Star by
phone on Thursday, urged the Min-
istry of Education to come up witha
learning strategy for both primary and
secondary schools to complete the
syllabus on time.

""The government should urgently
put up learning programmes for
all public school students through
e-learning. This way they will not
lose learning time and they will at the
same time also be productive.”

Mwathi urged the public to heed the
government's directives to the control
of the spread of coronavirus.

T0 BUY BASIC NEEDS

MP Nyoro to donate
April salary to poor
Kiharu constituents

ALICE WAITHERA/ Kiharu MP Ndindi
Nyoro will donate his April salary to
support constituents who have been
hard-hit by the disruption caused by
the coronavirus pandemic.

The MP on Wednesday said many
of his constituents live from hand to
mouth and were finding it hard to cope
inthe midst of state directives to curb
the spread of coronavirus.

He said the 7pm to 5am curfew
had made it difficult for many to earn
aliving.

As such, he will donate his salary to
alleviate their suffering by providing
basic needs to support families.

He said coronavirus was ravaging
other countries and predicted more
infections in Kenya in the next two
weeks.

He acknowledged Kenyans were
suffering economically due to the
pandemic but called for more drastic
measures to stem the virus.

"l am asking President Uhuru Ken-
yatta to order lockdown in counties
that have already recorded infections
to ensure they do not spread to the
rest of the country,” Nyoro said.
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seawater to ‘kill coronavirus’

CHETIPRAXIDES/ Lamu county is using seawater to
fumigate public areas, jetties and the seafront in Lamu
town to combat the coronavirus disease.

Governor Fahim Twaha allowed the County Disaster
Unit to use water from the Indian Ocean as they wait
for disinfectants. The exercise started on Wednesday
evening and was expected to extend to the rest of
the county throughout the week. Residents have for
decades believed that the saline water killS viruses and
bacteria, and treat many ailments.

The County Disaster Response team, led by Shee Kupi,
siphoned water from the ocean using pipes powered
by generators and sprayed the townin a three-hour
drive that elicited mixed reactions. Speaking shortly
thereafter, Kupi said seawater is a natural antibiotic agent
and is readily available in the region, hence their decision.

Friday-Sunday, April 3-5,2020

“I know many are wondering why we are using
seawater while the rest of Kenya is using chemicals. For
ages, water from the Indian Ocean has been used by our
forefathers to treat various ailments and viruses and it
worked. We believe after this spraying, no virus, including
the coronavirus, can survive," he said.

He said the county was proactive in the fight against
Covid-19, hence will not wait to be infected. 'The use of
seawater is just the first phase. The department will still
employ scientifically proven chemicals in the second
phase. Support us to protect you with available means
possible," Kupi said.

Resident Ahmed Omar dismissed the move as the
biggest joke since the pandemic struck Kenya. He said
it was proof enough that Lamu wasn't prepared to
tackle Covid-19. "All counties have funds to deal with
emergencies and disasters. When people are using
chemicals and you are here spraying water, it leaves a lot
to be desired. It's a joke. The coronavirus is so serious.”

Elder Mohamed Ali, however, defended the team,
saying seawater had proved over the years to be more
effective than chemicals and other manufactured

Foy

Lamu county disaster unit members on Wednesday /FILE

He said it neutralises possible pathogens on surfaces.
Kupi said the exercise will be conducted after weekly

in every part of the county as they wait on the national
government to bring them the necessary disinfectants.

keep on," he said.

drugs."What they have done is exceptional. They have
gone back to our ancient ways andit's good. Any virus
cannot survive for long in a salty environment. Let them

Kenyan, 38, who
died of Covid-19
in US laid to rest

Low-key emotional sendoff for Peter
Juma on New York City's Long Island

MAUREEN MUDI
@TheStarKenya

The Kenyan who died of the coro-
navirus disease in the United
States has been laid to rest.

Peter Juma, 38, was a medical
assistant at New York’s St Cather-
ine of Siena. He died last weekend
after spending a week in hospital.
He is survived by a widow and five
children.

His parents, Bishop Elisha Juma
of the Kenya Assemblies of God in

Tudor, Mombasa, and Mary Juma,

had made a plea against having
him cremated.

The family had asked for gov-
ernment intervention. They plan
to go to New York to pay their last
respects when the ban on inter-
national flights is lifted.

Juma was buried on the city’s
Long Island in a ceremony at-
tended by a few relatives and the
church. This was after they raised
the cash needed for the expenses
incurred.

“We found a place and had him
buried. His sister Joyce and the
rest were coordinating the whole

event,” the father said.

Back in Kenya, the father led
relatives and friends in holding a
night vigil at his Nyali home as the
sendoff ceremony went on.

They eulogised Peter as a loving
father and one who always stood
with people in need.

“Our son had always been
obedient. After completing his
education at Taita High School,
he did a course in IT then took a
degree in theology. He was one
of the assistant pastors in Church
of Dominion, New York,” Bishop
Elisha said.

Mary said her son loved music
and would participate in church
crusades in Mombasa and beyond.

“When he left Kenya after the
December holidays, he said he
would be back since he had the vi-
sion to develop his ministry at the
Nyali Power of the Word church.

“His father even told him he
would be his heir and would
pass the baton to him to continue
preaching the word of God since
he had compassion,” she said.

Tearful Phoebe Shikuku re-
membered her husband as a jo-
vial person.

“He has left a big gap and I have
no idea where [ shall start. We
know things are tight, but my plea
is that he is preserved in a place
I could one day take his children
and show them their father’s final
resting place,” she said.

N =
Peter Juma /COURTESY

Coastal counties
safe from locust

invasion —

ICPAC

lgad Climate Prediction and Application
Centre says climatic conditions
continue to suit the development of
the pests, especially in South Sudan,
Ethiopia and Northern Kenya

SOLOMONMUINGI/ The destructive des-
ert locusts will move to the northern
parts of Kenya, signalling a relief for
farmers in the coastal region.

The IGAD Climate Prediction and
Application Centre (ICPAC) says cli-
matic conditions continue to be suit-
able for desert locust development,
especially in South Sudan, Ethiopia
and Northern Kenya. Other parts
likely to experience more invasion
are Somalia, Southern Eritrea and
Djibouti.

In forecasts released on Wednes-
day, places such as Baringo, Mandera
and Wajir counties are at the highest
risk of continued invasion. Others
are Turkana and Marsabit counties.
The information is based on climate
conditions and existing vegetation

conditions. Wind direction, which
greatly determines swarm move-
ments, is forecast to be generally
from south to northeast.

Further, the UN’s Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO) reports
that threats from the locusts remain
extremely alarming in northern
Kenya, posing an unprecedented
threat to food security. According
to the agency’s warning issued last
month, locusts are fast-breeding,
hence more invasion is likely to be
experienced in April and May.

The breeding areas have increased
because of suitable conditions and
sandy soils in northern Kenya. FAO
says the hopper bands continue to
develop and form an increasing
number of first-generation imma-

ture swarms in Kenya’s northern and
central counties.

“The swarms are maturing and
will be ready to lay eggs from the
first week of April onwards,” the
report reads.

Last season, Kenya experienced
exceptionally heavy rains and wide-
spread flash floods. The downpours
were attributed to the Indian Ocean
dipole — a climate phenomenon in
which the western part of the In-
dian Ocean near the East African
Coast was warmer than the eastern
part. Locusts threaten food security
in more than 23 counties and are
expected to continue breeding and
spreading during the March-to-May
rainfall season due to favourable cli-
matic conditions.
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A farmer dries
maize after
harvest
/COURTESY

Exhaust maize from local stores
before importing, farmers urge

They oppose plans to import over 20 million bags to cushion Kenyans during Covid-19

MATHEWS NDANYI
@TheStarKenya t... -

Farmers have petitioned Agriculture
CS Peter Munya not to allow the im-
portation of maize until the cereals
board buys all stocks held locally.
They are opposed plans to the
importation of more than 20 mil-
lion bags without involving them in
measures to cushion Kenyans from

food shortage due to the spread of
coronavirus.

Last year, maize production fell by
10 million bags from the previous
year’s 44 million bags.

The growers, led by representatives
Thomas Korogoren, Kipkorir Menjo
and Moiben MP Sila Tiren, want the
government to mop up all the maize
in the country before importing.

Menjo said after mopping up local
maize stocks, the government will
only import the deficit instead of

flooding local markets with cheap
imports that will hurt local farmers.

The farmers do not understand
why the government only consults
millers during importation, leaving
them out.

“Imported maize will come in at
higher prices of more than Sh3,000
per 90kg bag and it will be better
if the same money is paid to local
farmers to boost their capacity to
go back to their farms and produce
more,” he said.

The government is considering
reopening the National Cereals
and Produce Board to buy maize
and other stocks from farmers as
an emergency measure to restock
the depleted Strategic Food Reserves.

Tiren has urged the government to
instruct the SFR board to use Sh10
billion at its disposal to buy local
maize.

“We are in an emergency and we
urge the government to quickly
move and ensure we have adequate
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food stocks at the NCPB. Let them

mop up the maize which farmers still

have so that we are food secure as we

deal with the coronavirus situation,”
the MP said.

NCPB requires an additional four
million bags as it did not buy maize
from farmers after last year’s harvest.
It had sold more than 2.5 million
bags to millers.

The state is assessing food stocks
in the country to establish the level
of food security. The assessment is
being carried out through counties
especially in high-yielding areas like
the North Rift where farmers have
been asked to give details of all types
of stocks they have in their stores.

Uasin Gishu Agriculture CEC Sam-
wel Yego said they are collecting the
necessary data and filing reports
with the ministry.

“We are aware most farmers did not
sell their stocks after harvesting last
year and this is an opportunity for
them to give us details of the stocks
they have,” Yego said.

“The farmers should within the
next two days forward the same
details to ward officers so they are
transmitted to the counties and
then the ministry. The details re-
quired include the number of bags
the farmers have for maize, beans,
wheat, sorghum, millet and sor-
ghum among other crops.”

Korgoren said the government
should use the collected data to
make funds available for the pur-
chase of all stocks in local stores.

Yego says fears over the spread of
the virus has affected farming activi-
ties and will also impact production.
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KIPKORIR MENJO

Imported maize
will come be more
expensive

North Rift reps adjourn sittings
indefinitely over coronavirus

Assemblies say they have to abide by health regulations

MATHEWS NDANYI/County assemblies
in the North Rift have adjourned
their sittings indefinitely following
the coronavirus outbreak in the
country.

Most of the assemblies resumed
sittings on Tuesday after a month-
long recess but the ward represen-
tatives resolved to break off as part
of precautions to curb the spread
of Covid-19, the disease caused by
coronavirus.

The Uasin Gishu assembly had on
Tuesday resolved to go on with op-
erations, saying it would only allow
a few members in the chambers on
a rotational basis t observe social
distancing.

That decision was later revoked
and sittings adjourned.

While moving the motion for
adjournment, Majority leader Jos-
phat Lowoi said the assembly had
no option but to adhere to govern-
ment guidelines on the control of
the spread of the virus by avoiding
crowding and maintaining social
distance.

He said the virus does not recog-
nise the status of people in society,
citing world leaders who had already
been infected.

“Leaders have the duty to adhere
to the government guidelines in this
situation and also go home to help
create awareness among our people,”
Lowoi said.

Speaker David Kiplagat said the
members would still meet if needed
to discuss urgent matters.

MCAs in Nandji, Elgeyo Marakwet,
Trans Nzoia, West Pokot and Turkana
said they would also adjourn indefi-
nitely and meet only when absolute-
ly necessary.

Earlier, the assemblies had been
asked to extend their adjournment
by two weeks as Covid-19 infections
rise in the country.

Kenya has so far confirmed 81
cases.

County Assemblies Forum secre-
tary-general Kipkurui Chepkwony
said the ban on meetings and the
requirement on social distancing
will affect their operations.

“We all support the ongoing fight
against the virus. The forum urges
assemblies to postpone their sittings
for at least another two weeks as we
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Uasin Gishu assemby Majority leader Josphat Lowoi and Speaker David
Kiplagat during a session at the assembly last year /MATHEWS NDANYI

assess the situation and work closely
with the government,” Chepkwony
said in Eldoret on Tuesday.

He said assembly staff should be
encouraged to work from home but
stay in touch if called upon.

Moiben MP Sila Tiren wants Ken-
yans to stop ignoring government

guidelines on the control of corona-
virus. Tiren said Kenyans must learn
from countries like Italy, Spain and
the US that have been hard-hit by
the pandemic.

The government should also step
up awareness of the virus among
citizens, the lawmaker said.
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Vihiga medics dressed in personal protective gear / PATRICK OMBIMA
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PROTECTIVE GEAR

Ottichilo receives 2,000 masks
and gloves for health workers

MARTIN OMBIMA/ Vihiga county will distribute personal
protective equipment for health workers and law
enforcers, Governor Wilbur Ottichilo has said.

The county received 2,000 masks and gloves for the
handling of suspected cases of coronavirus.

The county has not recorded any positive cases of the
virus that has infected 81 people in the country.

Health workers had threatened to run to safety if they
encountered a suspected case citing lack of protective
gear. Ottichilo on Wednesday said the county is well
prepared to manage the Covid-19 outbreak. He spoke at
the county headquarters in Mbale.
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MP Barasa stockpiles unga for
poor in prep for total lockdown

JOHN NALIANYA/KimililiMP Didmus Barasa has bought
200 bags of maize to be distributed to poor families in
case the state announces a total lockdown to combat
Covid-19.

Barasa said that the outbreak has made it difficult
for many families to afford food because the majority
of them depend on small businesses for survival. Each
of the four wards in the constituency — Kibingei, Kimilili,
Maeni and Kamukuywa — will get 50 bags. "My office
will be working closely with the local administration and
other leaders to identify deserving cases and modalities
of distribution when the time comes," Barasa said.

REDUCE OIL PRICES

We will arrest you for hiking matatu
fares, official warns Vihiga operators

County commissioner says the coronavirus has affected everyone countrywide; no need to harass commuters

MARTIN OMBIMA
@StarKenya

Vihiga county commissioner Ochillo
Oyugi has warned matatu operators
against hiking fares because of the
government policies to contain the
coronavirus.

Oyugi said the coronavirus has
affected all people countrywide
and there was no need to harass
commuters.

“We are going to arrest all those
who are taking advantage of the
situation to siphon money from
commuters,” Oyugi said.

He said it’s a government policy
for public service vehicles to carry
half their capacity to avoid crowding
and there is no need to pass on the
losses to commuters.

But matatu operators have said
that the state has not reduced the
price of fuel and scrapped other lev-
ies to cushion the transport sector.

“We have no problem carrying few-
er passengers but fuel is still costly.
Matatu owners need their income
and we also have to eat,” Western
sacco conductor Jossiah Inonda said.

Inonda said the state should un-
derstand that the sector is hurting
and reduce petroleum prices so that
commuters do not have to pay dou-
ble the price to cater for the empty
seats. The county commissioner said
the majority of Vihiga residents have

complied with the 7pm to 5am cur-
few. “Since we started enforcing the
curfew, only 29 people have been
arrested for not obeying the state
orders within the county. Insecurity
has reduced,” Oyugi said.

Oyugi said most of the people who
were responsible for insecurity in
the county cannot continue with
their activities due to the curfew.

They are not able to meet and
strategise within social halls and
pubs that are currently on shutdown,
he said.

The administrator urged the resi-
dents to embrace farming as it might
be the last option to produce food in
case the Covid-19 epidemic prolongs.

Farmers should prioritise crops
that mature faster to curb food short-
age, he said.
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We have no problem
carrying fewer
passengers but fuel
is still costly; owners
need income

A matatu
conductor helps
apassenger
sanitise his hands
in Luanda town
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Deputy Governor Philip Kutima with
town on Wednesday /CALISTUS LUCHETU

workers in Kakamega

TAKING PRECAUTION

- Kakamega to fumigate town,
markets to control virus spread

CALISTUS LUCHETU s The Kakamega government has
begun a fumigation drive of the town and markets across
the county to control the spread of coronavirus.
Deputy Governor Philip Kutima on Wednesday
joined public health officers in fumigating the county
headquarters. Kutima said that the workers will also
fumigate Mumias town, market centres and bus parks.
The initiatives have been supported by Masinde
Muliro University, Unicef, Midland Imporiu, Farm Access,
Ampath and other partners. They have supported
training, donated IEC materials and other equipment.

ESSENTIAL SERVIGE

Busia fish vendors laud CS Munya'’s order
allowing food transportation during curfew

EMOJONG OSERE / Fish dealers in Busia have hailed the decision by Agriculture
Cabinet Secretary Peter Munya to allow food transporters to operate during
the curfew. The decision, they said, will enable timely delivery of food to
urban centres as most people are at their homes.

The government has advised Kenyans to limit movement as part of
measures to contain the spread of coronavirus in the country. Magdalene
Sakaya who sells fresh tilapia near the Malaba bus park said, "We hope the
police willunderstand the directive and allow us to work at night.

Since last Friday, they have been ordering us to close the business when
the curfew starts.” Sakaya said her fish supplies have slumped following the
decision to close the Kenya - Uganda border operations.
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Stay home, Nyong’o urges
residents in video address

Governor's recorded message in Dholuo urges residents to heed
health directives or they will be charged under Public Health Act

MAURICE ALAL
@TheStarKenya

Kisumu Governor Anyang Nyong’o
has appealed to residents to strict-
ly adhere to drastic measures put
in place to prevent Covid-19 from
spreading.

He said coronavirus was no joke
and that it was the responsibility
of every citizen to help combat the
disease.

“It has killed thousands of people
in the world,” he said.

In a video recorded in Luo lan-
guage, he warned residents against
violating the directives.

The governor warned residents to
avoid places of worship and social
gatherings as directed by the nation-
al government.

Funeral homes and mortuaries,
both public and private, remained
closed, he said.

“Hospital mortuaries will only be
used to keep bodies of in-patient

cases, but strictly for less than 48
hours in order to allow for families
to make burial arrangements,” he
said.

The county chief directed that
all burials will strictly be for fam-
ily members who must not exceed
15. “Let us avoid travelling to attend
burials. That is not allowed now.”

He advised matatu operators to
adhere to the new number of pas-
sengers to carry or face stern action.

Nyong’o said anybody who dis-
obeyed the orders will be arrest-
ed and charged under the Public
Health Act.

He also urged residents to em-
brace high levels of hygiene by
washing their hands with soap and
running water and sanitise their
hands.

Nyong’o further asked residents
to be patriotic and avoid spreading
false information about the virus.

He appealed for a change in at-
titude towards the fight against the
virus.

Already, the Kisumu bus park and

Kibuye open-air market have been
decongested and closed respectively.

“We want those buying food to
keep their distance. Let us stay at
home if you have no business in
town unless you're seeking medi-
cation,” the governor said.
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Kisii receives
two vehicles for
farming projects

20 wards to get motorcycles
to help in monitoring projects

NAGWENYI GICHANA/THE Kisii county government has
received two four-wheel-drive vehicles from the state
to aid in the implementation and monitoring of the
National Agricultural and Rural Inclusive Project.

Speaking when he flagged off the vehicles, Gover-
nor James Ongwae noted that the vehicles will enable
programme coordinating unit do timely follow up on
numerous development projects.

“The vehicles will offer timely backstopping to
the subcounty technical teams by the larger county
directorates of Crops, Livestock, Veterinary and
Cooperative Development as well as Public Works,
Environment and Trade,” Ongwae said.

The governor further revealed that 20 wards imple-
menting micro-projects will soon receive motorcycles
to boost the movement.

“The objective is to increase agricultural productiv-
ity and profitability of targeted rural communities in
selected counties and in the event of an eligible crisis,
to provide an immediate and effective response,” he
said.

In Kisii, NARIGP has vetted and approved 521 com-
munity micro-projects amounting to Sh170.5 million,
40 per cent (Sh68 million) of which has already been
disbursed to various groups.

The county has received Sh80 million which will
soon be disbursed to Organisations to meet the
remaining 60 per cent adding that nine producer
organisations - one for each subcounty- have been
awarded inclusion grants totalling Sh9 million, Ong-
wae said.

“This is to build their capacity and increase their
membership for commercial viability.”

He said under the programme, all the necessary ap-
provals have been given by the National Programme
Steering Committee (NPSC) for the construction of
Nyamache banana market at Sh117 million.

The World Bank is funding Sh100 million while the
county government has set aside the remaining Sh17
million.

In February, farmer groups and producer organisa-
tions in Kisii received Sh55 million to improve their
agricultural production for more income.

The money that was distributed to the groups by
Governor James Ongwae was given under the Nation-
al Agricultural Inclusive Growth Project.

The farmers were drawn from across 20 wards in
the county. Farmers will also benefit from a model
resource and training centre jointly funded by the
World Bank and the county government.

The model centre will enhance farmers’ knowledge
of agricultural production and value addition in line
with President Uhuru Kenyatta’s Big Four Agenda.

Fighting Covid-19 needs national unity, says Maangi

MAGATI ABEBO/Kisii Deputy governor Joash Maangi has
asked the country’s political leaders to bury their dif-
ferences to effectively fight the Covid-19 pandemic.

Maangi said disunity while tackling the outbreak
would create a health crisis in the country through
more infections.

He said the national leadership and those at the coun-
ties should work together during national crises.

“Crisis moments isn’t time to bicker. It is not the time
for us to show our political differences to the public
as leaders. It is time leaders come together and rally
the people. We want people to support measures that
have been put in place to stem further corona virus
infections,” Maangi said.

He asked traders affected by the closure of the coun-
ty’s main open markets to understand that the country
was battling to roll back the pandemic.

Speaking separately, Kitutu Chache North politician
Paul Asumi urged more voluntary salary cuts across the
political divide to raise money to combat the outbreak.

Asumi asked MCAs to take the cue from national
leaders who have accepted salary cuts, including the
President, his deputy and Members of Parliament.

Speaking in Marani where he donated sanitisers,
Asumi who has unsuccessfully vied twice for the con-
stituency’s parliamentary seat urged the government to
provide a stipend to Kenyans who have lost jobs. He said
thousands of youth had been rendered jobless.
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Kisii County’s Emergency Response Committee on Covid-19 during a meeting at
the Kisii Agricultural Training Institute /ANGWENYI GICHANA
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List churches as essential service
providers, pastors tell President

Makueni clerics say churchis the last place of hope and a safe haven for the downtrodden

MUTUA KAMETI
@TheStarKenya

Makueni pastors have asked Presi-
dent Uhuru Kenyatta to rescind the
ban on public gatherings including
church services in a bid to contain
the spread of Covid-19.

The pastors want the church listed
among essential service providers.

Speaking at a meeting in Wote
town on Thursday, the men and
women of cloth said the church was
the last place of hope, resilience and
a safe haven to the downtrodden
and those stricken by any form of
calamity.

“Biblically speaking and through-
out church history, any plague that
befell the people, the church offered
the much the needed solution. It is
sad that in the current situation, the
church has been left out closed and
thus we feel as a country we may be
involved in a futile exercise,” said
Titus Uswii, secretary of Makueni
County Pastors forum.

The pastors said given the oppor-
tunity to operate, the church had
the ability to self-regulate to ensure
social distancing for the safety of
congregants.

The government has banned pub-
lic gatherings including churches,
markets, funerals and weddings in
bid to contain the spread of coro-
navirus that has ravaged the whole
world.

Pastor Uswii asked the govern-
ment to examine public transport,
boda bodas, taxis, hotels, shops,
boutiques and salons operating
within given guidelines, saying the
church was able to manage their fol-
lowers better than those businesses.

“This includes adjusting the sit-
ting arrangements to observe the
one-metre-apart rule, increasing

—————
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Kiongwani Catholic Church in Makueni county. The government banned public gatherings, including church services

/KAMETI MUTUA

the number of services to avoid con-
gestion or even conducting our ser-
vices out in the church compound
with a limited number of members,”
Uswii said.

The pastors invited the govern-
ment to an open discussion over the
issues. They condemned the exces-
sive use of force by police officers
while enforcing the curfew.

The objective of the curfew was
to fight the spread of Covid-19 and
not civil unrest, they said.

“President Kenyatta did not intro-
duce a curfew because there was
civil unrest or there were people

fighting to overthrow the govern-
ment. The police should enforce the
curfew in a humane way,” Uswii
said.

They asked the government to
restrain security officers from ha-
rassing or arresting their colleagues
while in church offices where the
pastors work from. They said pastors
had a duty to report to work at their
stations in the church like Kenyans
working in other areas.

“According to the Bible, pastors are
watchmen who need to be allowed
to continue keeping watch over the
church and eventually the entire na-

tion. They should have been listed at

the top of essential service providers

at this critical moment, pastor Je-
didiah said.

Pastor Mutisya said they should
be allowed to visit the sick at their
isolation centres to pray and give
them hope.

“When solutions cannot be found
by human effort or knowledge,
when things are not moving, when
foundations are shattered, when the
government has no solution, people
are referred to the men of God for
counselling, guidance and healing,”
Mutisya said.

Waiving rent for residents
impossible, say Kitui MCAs

LINAH MUSANGI/ The call by tenants
to landlords to waive rent due to
the economic impacts of Covid-19
is unrealistic, Kitui MCAs have said.

The concerns were raised after
a landlord in Nyandarua county
warmed hearts of Kenyans by waiv-
ing house rent for his tenants in the
wake of Covid-19.

The Landlords and Tenants Associ-
ation of Kenya on Wednesday asked
landlords across the country to of-
fer tenants rent relief for the next
three months. However, the proposal
has not been received very well by
MCAs say the current economic con-
straints are hard on everyone.

Majority leader Mwikya Kilonzo
said most landlords acquired their

properties on loans they are still on
service. He said the matter should
be a personal decision.

“Kenya Revenue Authority is still
collecting 10 per cent domestic taxes
on the properties. KPLC and water
suppliers are also charging their ser-
vices,” the Athi MCA said.

Kilonzo proposed that if Covid-19
cases continue to increase, people
should consider vacating rental
houses and retire to their villages
till normalcy resumes. Migwani’s
Philip Nguli said landlords too have
been affected by the pandemic as
most of them are still settling loans.

The ward rep said waivers should
be well thought and coordinated to
benefit Kenyans in all sectors.

Kyome-Thaana MCA Alex Wambua 7 LINAH MUSANGI

“If one sector is affected, it has
repercussions on the other sectors
and it’s got to be an inter-sectoral
program for all,” Nguli said.

Kyome-Thaana MCA Alex Wam-
bua said that although the idea was
aimed at cushioning Kenyans during
this time of the Covid-19 outbreak,
residents ought to understand that

private businesses have limitations.

“As much as the idea is worth smil-
ing at, there are extremes landlords
cannot go to,” Wambua said.

However, Kitui's Majority whip
Stephen Makau said the government
should work closely with landlords
and cushion them so as to pass the
benefits to tenants.
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140 Athi River
youths sent into
forced quarantine

PHILOMENA KILONZO/ A hotel in Athi
River, Machakos, has been closed by
the government after hosting more
than 140 youths in defiance of a ban
on gatherings to stop the spread of
the coronavirus.

They have been sent into
quarantine inside Lukenya Getaway
Resort for 14 days at their one
expense. Machakos county
commissioner Esther Maina
(pictured) declared the indefinite
closure of the resort. The youths
aged between 22 and 28 were found
at the premises despite a directive
banning public gatherings.

"This is a continuation of what
happened yesterday at Maanzoni
Lodge. The youth are a part of
the 720 that were quarantined
yesterday. We have also quarantined
them to determine their health
condition for the next 14 days and
from there we willknow what to do
with them,” Maina said, ordering
that they undergo tests for Covid-19
before they are evacuated from the
private facility.

Cops probe death
of granny ‘set on
fire by two men’

MUTUA KAMETI/ A 75-year-old
granny was burnt to death on
Wednesday in her two-bedroom
house at Kithangathini village in
Mbooni East, Makueni county.

Her family blamed two unknown
men for the tragedy. The mother of
seven was burnt beyond recognition.
Her 13-year-old granddaughter
escaped with slight burns on her
hand. The house also caught fire and
the roof caved in.

Mbooni East subcounty police
commander Agnes Omajong said
they had launched investigations.

"We are yet to establish whether
the fire was accidental or it was
caused by somebody with intent to
kill," she said.

The family said the
granddaughter, a Standard 7 pupil
at Kithangathini Primary School,
witnessed her grandmother being
tied with arope. She then fell
unconscious, was doused with
petrol and set on fire in her bed.

Her lastborn Munyao Kinyumu
said the girl narrated to them how
the two men threw her out of the
house as the fire intensified. They
called for a thorough investigation.
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Kitui mulls compulsory masks
for all residents to curb virus

Health chief officer says the Czech Republic has used the gears effectively

MUSEMBINZENGU/ The Kitui county
administration is considering an or-
der for the compulsory wearing of
face masks by all residents to contain
the spread of coronavirus.

Health chief officer Richard
Muthoka said they were aware of
positive reports from the Czech
Republic about the effectiveness of
masks.

“The Czech Republic ordering
compulsory wearing of masks by
its residents has reduced the rate of
infection of Covid-19 whereas their
neighbours in Europe are faced with
very high numbers,” Muthoka said.

He spoke to the media on Wednes-
day after a meeting on the impact
of measures taken by the county to
combat the coronavirus outbreak.
The meeting was chaired by Gover-
nor Charity Ngilu.

“The use of masks has helped flat-
ten the infection curve in the Euro-
pean country,” Muthoka said.

Kitui County Textile Centre has
received numerous orders to make

face masks but priority will be given
to distributing the protective gear to
locals, he said.

Muthoka said the Kitui assembly
had allocated Sh10 million to fight
the virus.

Some of it will be used to buy
thermometers to help screen any-
one coming into the county.

“Checkpoints will be mounted
for all persons entering Kitui to be
screened for coronavirus,” the chief
officer said.

He announced that fumigation of
all major market centres across Kitui
will be done three days a week. The
exercise commenced on Wednesday
night.

Kitui has confirmed one patient
— Catholic priest Nicholas Maanzo
who returned to the country from
Ireland. He has been isolated at the
Mbagathi Hospital in Nairobi and is
responding to treatment.

Muthoka said that nine contacts
of the priest had been identified and
would be tested for the virus.

THE-STAR.CO.KE

Kitui Governor Charity Ngilu during a meeting on coronavirus preparedness in the
county on Wednesday /MUSEMBI NZENGU
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Food a priority as
Garissaresidents
rush to stock up

STEPHEN ASTARIKO/ Garissa residents
are stocking food to prepare for a
possible total lockdown as cases of
Covid-19 surge.

Residents who spoke to the press
on Wednesday said foodstuffs have
topped their lists for the past month.

A high school teacher in Balam-
bala who lives in Garissa said he has
been forced to adjust his budget to
accommodate essential items to
sustain his five children and a wife.

“Ihave been following closely how
the virus has been spreading world-
wide. From my own assessment,
Kenya could be headed for a possible
lockdown if we don't stop downplay-
ing the virus,” Mohamed Salan said.

“"When | walk through the streets
of Garissa town and watch how the
residents are taking government
directives casually, | get scared.”

He said under normal circum-
stances, he stocks food rations that
would last his family for two weeks.

"But as things stand, | am thinking
of stocking food that would last
for one and a half months. This
means | have to put more money on
foodstuffs. Other items, for now, are
not very necessary like clothing and
household items.”

5 Meru virus suspects test
negative after quarantine

GERALD MUTETHIA/Five samples that
were taken for testing for Covid-19
in Meru have returned negative re-
sults, Governor Kiraitu Murungi has
said.

Speaking when he held a response
committee meeting to review the
status and preparedness of the coun-
ty on coronavirus, Kiraitu said the
results don’t mean the county is
immune to the disease.

Health executive Misheck Mutu-
ma said the five were discharged to
join their families.

Kiraitu said his administration has
set aside Sh36 million for additional
public awareness, protective gear for
health workers, purchasing ventila-
tors and oxygen cylinders.

“My administration increased
budget allocation as a precaution-
ary measure. The money will be
used to buy fumigation equipment
and chemicals, enlist fumigation

volunteers and intensifying public
awareness campaigns through var-
ious media outlets.”

The governor ordered stern action
be taken against traders still selling
second-hand clothes (mitumba)
which were banned to stop the
spread of the virus.

“We have suspended the sale of
mitumba clothes until further no-
tice. There should be no idlers in our
markets. It is our duty to protect the
lives of our people,” Kiraitu said.

Mutuma raised concerns about
people travelling from Nairobi to the
county, urging the national govern-
ment to ban the movement. Nairobi
has been listed as a high-risk county
after recording the most cases of the
virus.

“People should be limited because
we have many elderly citizens in the
villages and people share a lot in-
cluding utensils,” the executive said.

Meru Governor
Kiraitu Murungi
and county
commissioner
Allan Macharia
at the county
headquarters
/GERALD
MUTETHIA
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Why Kenyans are
upcountry despit

Many are wondering where the food will come from for themselves

For more Sasa
stories, scan the
QR code above

BY NJERI MBUGUA

‘ /@NjeriEMbugua

firmed cases of the coronavirus,
three fatalities, three recoveries
and six hotspot counties.

To curb the number of people
infected with Covid-19, the govern-
ment has issued stern directives re-
stricting the movement of Kenyans.

The government has also urged
Kenyans not to travel upcountry
because older persons are more
vulnerable to the coronavirus.

However, for Ruiru businessman
Samuel, 30, staying in urban areas
only means struggling to pay rent
and put food on the table.

Sam, as he is often referred to,
sells smokies, boiled eggs and sau-
sages around the town.

With the sun’s unapologetic heat
filling the air, his legs are placed on
his travel bag and he intently stares
out the open window, waiting for
the 14-seater matatu to get full.

“I'm going back to my parents’
home, where I can help on the farm
and not have to worry about rent or
food,” he said. “Hustlers have been

Kenya, as of April 2, had 110 con-

left without business. The number
of people buying smokies is very low
because most people are not walking
out and about anymore.”

To maintain hygiene, he would
have to purchase soap, water or san-
itiser to clean his client’s hands each
time someone bought a food item.

“It’s too expensive and the
business does not make money to
support both myself and cleaning
other people’s hands,” he said.

However, even as he relocates
upcountry, his wife and children
who live in his parents’ compound
still need to be taken care of.

“I have been sending some money
to them for upkeep, but now that
there is no business, I'll have to go
stay with them and hope for the
best,” he said.

NO TIME FORKIDS

The 30-year-old adds the govern-

ment should help with food support

and direct landlords not to ask for

rent for the remaining months.
“Despite my leaving, my items

Passengers wait
at Nyamakima
business centre
on March 19
/WILFRED
NYANGARESI

are still in my house here and if they
want rent, [ don’t know how I will
pay for it. I have no money because
business is down,” he said.

A few cars behind Sam, two little
girls are trying to capture the atten-
tion of their mother as they bicker
over who gets to eat the last sweet.

Their mother, who is next to them,
seems annoyed as she ignores them
and continues to scroll down on her
phone.

She also seems impatient with
the duration of time the matatus
are taking to fill. There are currently
about five more seats that need to be
occupied.

“They are taking more time than
usual because there are no people
right now,” she said.

This seems odd because the bus
stop is filled with people moving up
and down as they fight for space,
with the vehicles moving in and out
of the bus stop.

The mother of two, who identifies
herself as Sarah, is moving her
children to her mother’s home until
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2 still travelling
e state orders

, and their families as business in Nairobi grinds to a halt

the disease is gone. “They are better
off with her because I do not have
any time to stay home all day with
them,” she said.

“I've made arrangements with my
younger brother to help my mother
take care of them.”

Sara, who stays with her husband
in Ruiru, says they cannot afford to
have them home.

“He works at a construction site
and [ sell groceries at the market. We
cannot stay home and take care of
them and we cannot afford to hire
help to look after them,” she said.

The two girls, who resolved to
cut the sweet in two pieces, seem
excited to travel.

Sarah has talked to them about
washing their hands often and keep-
ing away from people who are sick.

“There have not been any cases
reported upcountry, so [ know they
are safer there. The only problem
may be constant water access since
my mother still goes to the river,”
she said.

She adds they might join them

if things get worse. Njenga gets out
of the car, holding a big package
wrapped in gazettes, and pays the
conductor in cash before finding
shade and making a phone call.

DAILY COMMUTE

The 56-year-old has just arrived
from his home in Githunguri to Rui-
ru town, where he does business.

He is carrying some meat he
bought at a pit stop the matatu made
to pick up more people.

“I have no option but to travel
back and forth daily because of
work,” he said.

Njenga, who operates a shop
within the market, adds he cannot
afford to close the business and stay
home.

“We do not have the luxury to just
close up and go home because then
where does the food come from?”
he said.

Njenga makes the daily commute,
paying Sh240 daily to travel between
the two places.

However, the matatu in which he
arrived appeared overloaded and
the conductor took cash and went to
look for loose money from a group
of other conductors.

“We are observing hygiene but
you cannot control everyone. People
will still shake hands, exchange
money and not observe social dis-
tancing,” he said.

“I think if the government gave
options for food and rent, we would
maybe stay at home until it was
over.”

On March 30, Health CS Mutahi
Kagwe asked people living in Nairobi
to stop travelling upcountry.

“We would like to urge those in
Nairobi to stay in Nairobi... those liv-
ing in upcountry to avoid travelling
to Nairobi,” he said.

Addressing the media, Kagwe

said people living upcountry are
the elderly and might contract the
disease.

“Statistics show most elderly peo-
ple in Kenya live in rural areas. This
kind of movement messed up Italy.
The elderly are more vulnerable,”
he said.

By the time the CS was making
the announcement, Kenya had 50
confirmed cases of Covid-19.

Kagwe said the current trend of
spread of the Covid-19 has been es-
tablished to be through community
transmission and not imported.

COUNTIES UNDEREQUIPPED

The Council of Governors has said
the total number of ICU beds avail-
able in all counties is 162, while 22
counties do not have ICU facilities.

Council chair Wycliffe Oparanya
on Wednesday said the government
has agreed to support counties in
recruiting 6,656 health workers
in different cadres for emergency
response.

By March 20, Kemsa had distrib-
uted 694 surgical masks to counties,
32,000 face masks, 910 pieces of
medical disposal overalls, 735 face
shields, 610 goggles and 769 boxes of
examination gloves.

Also, counties received 140 pairs
of gumboots and 2,000 pieces of
N95 masks. Oparanya said only 167
sets of complete personal protective
equipment were fully distributed to
counties.

The county governments have also
raised concern over a testing centre
for the virus, which is currently be-
ing done by Kemri and the National
Influenza laboratory.

“This in itself is a great risk for the
country should the disease spread
rapidly in many counties at the same
time as it is projected in the coming
weeks,” Oparanya said.

Public health officers from Naivasha check passengers’' temperature on the
Nairobi-Nakuru highway /GEORGE MURAGE
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|solationis a chance to
reconcile with true self

S
A sick man recuperates at home /DOUGLAS OKIDDY

nlike some African countries
that are experiencing the
Covid-19 global pandemic,
Kenya has not gone into total
lockdown. However, self-
isolation and social distancing are
required of all citizens. Moreover, with
the 7pm-5am curfew implemented
since last Friday, most Kenyans are
finding themselves more and more
withdrawn from social circles.
Unfortunately for us, humans are a
social people. Kenyans are especially
community oriented people, who
thrive in social gatherings. We are
used to coming together as family
or friends; eating, drinking, having
chama meetings or even gossiping.
Other than the 07-08 post-election
violence period, Kenyans have not
experienced an uncertain time like
this before. Being forced to stay away
from loved ones and the outside
world feels like a punishment. With
social distancing, we have come to
appreciate the little things we could
do freely pre-corona outbreak. Even
being squeezed in a matatu does not
sound too bad now...
Alas! We are stuck indoors,
either with squabbling families or
completely alone. But whichever way
you look at it, this time is crucial to
reconnect with the self. Cambridge
English dictionary defines self as a ‘set
of characteristics, such as personality
and ability, that are not physical and
make a person different from other
people’.
However, in today’s interconnected
world, how many of us choose to
be different? We find some sort of
camaraderie in social groups that we
alter our traits to help us fit into. The
idea of self'is not absolute; as humans
are social beings, we see ourselves
as others see us. We see ourselves as
reflected in the backdrop of society.
We lose touch with our true selves in
the blur of everyday practices.
In a way, we should be grateful
for this time we are spending
in isolation. Solitude is not the
synonym for loneliness. There is
an unacknowledged significance

to solitude. Solitude allows us to
reconnect with our true selves. To see
ourselves as we are without external
influences. Only without the noisy
distraction of everyday life can we
hear the deepest thoughts from our
inner voice. We can reconcile the
mind, body and spirit and restore
ourselves to a balanced place.

This time spent in isolation is
forcing us to confront our true
feelings about our lives and ourselves.
We can no longer hide behind the
facade of social media filters and
hashtags that make our lives look
‘bomb AF’. We cannot use geolocation
tags to prove how worldly we are. And
the fact is we do not need to snap a
picture of every meal we eat.

Social media users seem to be
having a blast calling out those who
use the platforms to flaunt their
make-believe extraordinary lives.
How will the ‘influencers’ survive
without posting pictures of places
they go to? How will sugar babies live
without financial support from the
sponsors, who are busy providing
for their families in these uncertain
times? In essence, we all live an
alternate lifestyle online than we do
in real life. We act differently on social
settings than we do by ourselves.

Our days are often dictated by
external social factors, such as
dressing to impress or spending a lot
of money hanging out at high-end
places with friends. The truth is, given
a choice, we would rather be stuck
doing things we do not love in a social
setting than be stuck home alone.

If we use this time wisely, it will
allow us a chance to introspect and
help us rediscover ourselves. Ask
yourself questions that will help you
reconnect with your true self. Who
am [? How does being alone make
me feel? What lessons have my past
taught me? How happy am I right
now? What food do I like? What is
the first thing [ would do post-corona
outbreak? Am [ living my life’s
purpose? How often do I compromise
to please others? Do [ enjoy my own
company? Can I be better?
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n Kenya, there is a saying that

English is not a language from

here; it came by ship. Perhaps

the same can be said of the

Covid-19 virus. It is not a flu
virus from here; it came by plane.

With airlines grappling with the
changing economic environment
occasioned by the pandemic,
aeroplanes have been grounded,
flights cancelled and airports shut.
This is true from Nairobi to other
places, including the neighbouring
Ethiopia. Only cargo planes are
being offered a leeway to keep air
traffic intact and economies safer
from total collapse.

Interestingly, it is one year since
the Ethiopian Flight 302 from
Addis Ababa to Nairobi crashed
near Bishoftu, killing all 157 people
on board. The flight came down
minutes after taking off. Since no
bodies were ever found due to the
impact of the crash, many families
are still seeking closure, for the
memories of losing their loved
ones are still near and clear.

DNA science and intricate
investigations managed later
to assign identities to the
indescribable remains collected as
samples from the crash site. Many
of the passengers who perished in
the ill-fated flight were Kenyans
returning home from abroad.

Prof Agnes Gathumbi 7 cOuRTESY

Prof Agnes Gathumbi and Dr
Isaac Mwangi were among the 36
Kenyans who died. The two were
returning from Italy, where they
were on official university duties.

[ remember Prof Gathumbi
as a sterling English language
pedagogist. She taught me as an
undergraduate student in the
late 1990s. Many Kenyans did not
notice her demise and many more
had never heard of her. Yet, many
still would recall having used one
or two of her textbooks in the
course of their high school studies.
Teachers in staffrooms across the
country still use the books in their
English lessons.

Together with other writers,
she authored The New Integrated
English Book series. These were
canonical texts both for teachers
and students that were used in
secondary schools across Kenya
for years. Her books are published
by major Kenyan publishing
houses, including Jomo Kenyatta
Foundation, Oxford University
Press and the Kenya Literature
Bureau.

Prof Gathumbi also tried her
hand in writing for children.
Children’s literature today is one
of the vibrant sectors of the book
industry. For instance, in 2007 and
2008, she published with Phoenix
Publishers two interesting books:
Two Foolish Bulls and The Step
Sisters. Another one, titled Lion,
Dog and Cat, was published in
2007 also.

Apart from writing prose, she
contributed a number of poems
to many anthologies of this genre.
One remembers fondly here her
two poignant vignettes, “The
Parking Boy” and “Farewell”,
published in an anthology titled,
Tender Memories, which was
published in 1989 by Oxford
University Press.

Moreover, Agnes Gathumbi
was an anthologist of literary
short stories of great worth. Her

compilations were always selected
for inclusion in the teaching of
literature in Kenya and beyond.
Between 1998 and 2000, The
Winner and Other Stories was

the recommended KCSE short
stories set book in the country.

She co-edited the anthology under
the aegis of the Kenya Institute

of Education, currently known

as Kenya Institute of Curriculum
Development. The lead story,
whose title names this book, is by
the late Barbara Kimenye, a famous
Ugandan writer of children’s
literature.

At the time of her death,

Prof Gathumbi had left her
fecund mark on the literary

and educational landscapes of
our motherland in an indelible
manner. Gathumbi was the
Director of the Institute of Teacher
Professional Development for
many years.

Here is a teacher of teachers
whose track record will forever be
visible as wisdom footprints on the
way of Time. Her death occurred

The book cover of /cOURTESY
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as she returned to Kenya from her
assignment in Italy, now under the
dark cloud of the ongoing global
corona pandemic.

As the world continues to reel
from the miasma of the pandemic,
with each day bearing dour news
for world populations, including
Kenyans, let us remain steadfast
in recognising the heroes of the
moment. For every cloud has its
silver lining.

LR

The Nigerian literary critic, poet
and world-renowned scholar, Prof
Pius Adesanmi, perished in the
same doomed flight, too. He is well
known for his satirical critiques
of African post-independence
decolonisation, published widely
on numerous media and academic
platforms.

A new prize celebrating his
intellectual legacy was awarded
last year in Kenya at the African
Studies Association of African
(ASAA) International Conference
held at USIU-Africa. It is called The
Pius Adesanmi Memorial Award
for Excellence in African Writing. It
was awarded to Kagiso Molope for
her captivating debut novel, Such a
Lonely; Lovely Road (2018).

Pius’ own first book, The
Wayfarer and Other Poems,
won the Association of Nigerian
Authors’ Poetry Prize in 2001. A
new book, in which I have penned
him several verse tributes, has just
been published in his memory. It
is titled Wreaths for a Wayfarer:
An Anthology in Honour of Pius
Adesanmi (2020), edited by
Nduka Otiono and Uchechukwu
Umezurike. Both books are
available on www.amazon.com.

Dr JKS Makokha teaches Literature
and Theatre at Kenyatta University

How coronavirus is changing online dating

BY LISA PORTOLAN /@TheStarKenya

hen Tinder issued an

in-app public service

announcement regarding

COVID-19 on March 3 we

all had a little laugh as a
panoply of memes and gags hit the
internet.

Two weeks later the laughter has
subsided, but the curiosity continues.
How will singles mingle in the time
of Corona?

We are entering unprecedented
dating territory.

Luckily, dating apps have already
taken the “face-to-face” out of many
first meetings. A study conducted by
YouGov and Galaxy in 2019 indicated
52 per cent of Australian singles had
used a dating app to make a romantic
connection.

Usage was particularly high for
single Aussies between 25 and 34,
with 60 per cent having used a dating
app to make a romantic connection.

But while these people first made
the connection online, for many (if
not most), the connection eventually
moved to real-life. So what now with
social distancing?

WE STILL WANT TO CONNECT...

People are still opening their

dating apps. Between March 5 and 10,
OkCupid reported a seven per cent
increase in new conversations, and

at the time of writing, 10 out of the
top 100 apps on the iTunes store were
dating apps.

During the second week of March,
active users on Bumble rose by eight
per cent. As American cities go
into lockdown, apps are reporting
increased numbers of messaging: on
Bumble from March 12-22, Seattle
saw a 23 per cent increase in sent
messages, New York City 23 per cent
and San Francisco 26 per cent.

In a time of spatial distancing,
dating apps present a solution - to
boredom, for connection - and also a
risk. What responsibilities do dating
apps have in relation to hook-ups
and meet-ups and social distancing,
ifany?

Dating apps continue to serve
public service announcements

WE ARE IN THE MIDDLE OF A
HISTORICAL RE-JIGGING OF
OUR UNDERSTANDING OF
ROMANGE, INTIMACY AND SEX

in-app, as well as encouraging
people to use their chat and video
functionalities to continue exploring
potential relationships.

Social media points to another
interesting trend: people are changing
their interaction patterns in dating
apps, or dating app discussions are
becoming corona-centric.

There has been a 188 per cent
increase mentions of coronavirus on
OKkCupid profiles in March. Indian
Tinder users described a rise in longer
Tinder conversations. Which made
many question if Covid-19 marked
the return of Jane-Austen-like-
courtships?

In the Jane Austen romance world,
a protracted courtship might involve
a spate of love letters. Today, it’s video
chats and direct messages.

To match this new phenomenon,
dating apps are pushing to keep the
majority of the relationship in-app.

While many dating apps already
had video-chat functionalities, some
have tweaked the interface to make it
more relevant to the current climate,
re-branding video-chats as “virtual
dates”.

.. BUT WITH NO TOUCHING

'r ™
o /

Online dating /SHUTTERSTOCK

In this new world, we’re all
navigating how romantic intimacy
can exist without physical contact.

With the prospect of months of
self-isolation how will we navigate
sex? After all, not everyone has a
sexual partner readily available.

A notice about sex and coronavirus
from the New York City Department
of Health went viral last weekend. It
included the statement “You are your
safest sex partner”.

The tables are suddenly turned:
online hook-ups were previously
framed as less wholesome than
face-to-face ones. Yet in 2020 they are
perceived as safer.

Simultaneously, we are seeing a
steady rise in sex toy sales: sales are
up 13 per cent in the UK, 71 per cent

in Italy, and a whopping 135 per cent
in Canada. Australian sex toy brand
Vush is reporting their sales are up
350 per cent.

Connection is sought after in times
of uncertainty, risk and crisis. But
Covid-19 makes the navigation of
these intimacies certainly difficult.
We are in the middle of a historical
re-jigging of our understanding of
romance, intimacy and sex.

It’s safe to say the negotiation
of intimacy has been irrevocably
changed - even if it is only for the
short while.

Lisa Portolan is a PhD student,
Institute for Culture and Society,
Western Sydney University. This
article was originally published on
The Conversation.



Friday-Sunday, April 3-5,2020

¥ Shol

THE-STAR.CO.KE

BY MWANGI 6

‘ /@MwangiGithahu

[ i

Eveninalockdown, keep the
booze and cigarettes flowing

As if confinement isn't bad enough for addicts, there's
risk of psychosis, seizures and ultimately death

'm not ordinarily into making

bets as I really don’t like losing,

but I'm ready to bet Kenya’s

current dusk-to-dawn curfew

is leading up to a lockdown like
we have in South Africa.

Of course, just to ensure I lose
the bet, now the powers that
be (you know they all read my
column religiously) will find an
alternative. Thank me later, if you
must.

Anyway, well into my first
week of the lockdown and I'm
still alright. It helps that while
not a essential service, like the
nurses and doctors or even the
police and the technicians at
Eskom (the electric company),
journalists are classified as an
“enabling” service. So we have a
licence to “manga manga ovyo
ovyo bila idhini”, or at least get
out of the gate for more than just
agrocery run or a trip to the local
hospital or the ATM.

It’s a literal licence, by the
way, typewritten on an official
letterhead and duly stamped and
signed. I feel like 'm in some
World War 2 movie and some
soldier is about to ask me for my
papers.

Meanwhile, [ don’t know why
they bothered with allowing
people trips to the ATM when
itis cheaper and as easy in SA
to withdraw cash from the
supermarket till when you buy
something. Although not with a
foreign cash card, I tried.

[F YOU DO HAVE A LOCKDOWN,
ALLICANSAY ISDON'T

LOCK AWAY THE BOOZE, NO
MATTER HOW APPROPRIATE
YOUTHINKITIS

Anyway, [ really do digress.
I was going to tell you how
I'm surviving the lockdown.
Because of my licence, I get to
go into the CBD while the rest
of my household has to stay
housebound.

So while the poor devils have
to find creative ways of keeping
sane, [ get to live a somewhat
normal existence. Except it’s not
normal to have next to no cars on
the road, once busy streets free of
people.

When I get home, [ have a drink
or three to take the edge off and
feel bad for those who didn’t or
couldn’t stock up on booze the
day before lockdown.

If you do have a lockdown, all
I cansay is don’t lock away the
booze, no matter how appropriate
you think itis.

In SA, the lockdown is going
ok for now, but if you hear about
riots and chaos, it will be because
some zealots decided to ban
alcohol and tobacco sales as part
of the lockdown measures.

I'spoke to a medical doctor
who said, “Although the decision
to ban the sale of these two

drugs was made with the best
intentions, it was not a good idea:
this ad hoc law fails to adequately
consider the harms that its
enforcement will do to the many
vulnerable individuals who suffer
from substance use disorders.”

He added, “Especially in the
case of alcohol, many of those
with substance use disorders
cannot simply stop using drugs.
Ifthey do, they risk developing
arange of symptoms, including
psychosis, seizures and
ultimately death.”

Substance use disorder is a
medical condition that often
affects people with mental illness
or underlying psychosocial
problems. It can be managed and
treated by healthcare specialists
with drugs, psychiatric care
and other supportive measures.
Switching off the booze tap is the
wrong answer.

MANY OF THOSE WITH
SUBSTANGE USE DISORDERS
CANNOT SIMPLY STOP USING
DRUGS... SUBSTANGE USE
DISORDER IS A MEDICAL
CONDITION THAT OFTEN
AFFECTS PEOPLE WITH MENTAL
ILLNESS OR UNDERLYING
PSYGHOSOCIAL PROBLEMS
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Therich also cry,
but keep it secret

fter surviving the seas, the

reception centre, winter and

job hunting with no papers...

After surviving all that he now

lay in hospital infected with
Covid-19 that he had picked up in
Italy.

All those other things could not
take him out but a simple virus was
going to. And he had to cross an
ocean, cheat death many times only
to now stroll into its arms. Yes, if
you are having a bad day, have some
perspective.

Perhaps I should say that to Chris?
He called. Should I call back? I called
him an ambulance and passed out
the last time we saw each other. |
didn’t brag about what I did to his
face. I didn’t mock him. [ didn’t
laugh at him. I called for help.

Now IF he has been told that I have
oromandibular dystonia, he has no
reason to believe that I bit off his
trumpet on purpose. Perhaps that’s
the reason he is calling. If he hasn’t
been told, this could be my chance
to tell him. I’ll call him back. I take a
deep breath and dial his number. It
rings just once.

“Samantha..” he says. “Are you
ok?”

“Yes, yes I'm fine,” I respond.
“How are you? Oh God, Chris 'm so
sorry...”

“It’s ok, you couldn’t help what
happened,” he responds.

There’s silence as we both take in
my fictitious condition.

“It must be hard to live with that..
that thing you have,” he says.

“It is..” I say. “I can normally con-
trol it. I do. I take drugs for it.  don’t
know what happened that night. [
guess [ was too excited.”

Might as well make him think he
is the most attractive man on earth.

“Yes, the doctor mentioned that
you may have been overcome with

passion,” he says. Did he now? That
doctor gets more and more mysteri-
ous with each passing day.

“Your effect on me that night was
bittersweet,” I say softly.

“Yes, so sweet...” he says.

Wait. What? Does Chris have
Stockholm Syndrome? Is he bonding
emotionally with an abuser? How
fascinating. Falling in love with your
oppressor is something scientists
have tried to understand for years. I
cut this man’s penis off, for heaven’s
sake. And he’s busy flirting with me.

“Are you out of hospital?” I ask.

“No, not yet,” he answers. “I need
to give you a head’s up about my
wife.”

In the midst of all this commo-
tion, I had forgotten about his wife
and what she thought about all this.

“She doesn’t know it was you.
Let’s keep it that way,” he says.

“OKk... What does she think hap-
pened?” I ask.

“Well, [ was obviously with
someone. I just didn’t mention who
it was,” he says.

That’s a relief. On top of every-
thing else, I'm not interested in
facing a very angry wife. And she
introduced me to her husband. [ will
die if she tries to discuss this with
me. As if reading my mind, he adds:

“She was brought up in the type
of home where dirty linen is not
aired in public.”

Yes, I suppose she was. She
seemed quite prim and proper when
we met. Such a nice lady! How did
she end up with this guy? Pleasing
her parents? The rich marrying the
rich? God forbid they let the rest of
us get a shot at a grand life.

So it will be a stiff upper lip for
the public and no one will ever
know why her husband is in hospi-
tal. Perfect. The rich also cry, they
just don’t ever let you see it.

|
E

A man overcome with emotion hits his head on a wall /SHUTTERSTOCK
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Welcome, but do take a shower
first: Life after Covid-19 in Coast

Gone are the days when guests would be treated to a handshake, hug and kiss to show affection
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Itis so surprising how the coronavirus i .,

of people globally.

It has brought changes in business,
socialising, interactions and hygiene.
Even after we get through the
pandemic, things will never be the
same again.

Coast Association of People with
Disabilities coordinator Hamisa Zaja
explains some of the lifestyles that
have changed the most in the Coast
region, where she is a resident.

|
pandemic has changed the lifestyles I
r

POSITIVES
The coronavirus has brought families
together globally. This is through
lockdown in different countries and
stay-at-home directives to curb its
spread from one place to another.
Zaja said it was initially quite hard
to see a family with a husband, wife
and their children together except on
December holidays, but the situation
has made it possible.

“This is a time which all those people
who could not have the time to be
in their homes, are in their homes,’
she said, adding there is now room

House in Nairobi, on March 17 /DOUGLAS OKIDDY

J

tobuild that family love and bonding.

Hygiene has been improved as
people have become cautious about
the hands’ cleanliness as it is now
very important to wash hands every
single time.

“What has changed our life for the
better is washing our hands. We have
to wash them thoroughly and in a
specific way,” Zaja said.

Hygiene has also been put into
consideration when entering one’s
house. You are required to take a
shower before you get into contact
with your family to ensure you protect

NEGATIVES

The negatives, however, seem to
outweigh the positives. Zaja said, the
virus has completely destroyed the
coastal culture.

This is a culture of showing
generosity through a shake of hands,
hugging and kissing to show love.

For example, the coastal way
of welcoming guests is with a lot
of warmth. But with the current
situation, that hospitality has been
broken.

People have become more cautious
about the guests they receive. It has

66

HAMISA ZAJA

You are required to
tell a guest to remove
his belongings, take
a shower, wash their

hands... According
to the culture we
grew up with, that
is completely an
insult, but in such
a situation, it is
necessary

them to your level best. reached a point where, when a guest

comes to your house, you tell them to
clean up before sitting and relaxing.

“You are required to tell a guest
to remove his belongings, take a
shower, wash their hands... A lot of
instructions. According to the culture
we grew up with, that is completely
an insult, but in such a situation, it is
necessary,” Zaja said.

For those who do not understand,
they will take the behaviour negatively
and in a very bad way and will start
to say it is unacceptable.

A man washes his hands with soap and water as part of measures to combat the
spread of coronavirus in Westlands, Nairobi, on March 18 /ANDREW KASUKU

Mosques used to be full to the brim
on Fridays and churches used to be
packed on Sundays. They are now
empty.

Those found by the authorities in
the religious houses face a thorough
beating, so people just opt to stay away.

While some understand the
meaning of staying away from
religious houses, others think it is
inconsiderate, bearing in mind it
is a challenging time that requires
solidarity and praying for the world.

“Many a time, you would tell kids
to go to church on a Sunday; or if it
is time for prayers for the Muslim
community, they should go to the
mosques. But people are unable to
go to these religious places,” Zaja
said, adding that many are left to pray
individually at home.

Business has gone down. Everybody
iscomplaining that sales have dropped,
from that Mama Mboga we used to see
with her kibanda full, to that Mama
Viazi who used to have clients full
to the brim in the evenings, to retail
shops and wholesale ones.

Many have decided to give their
small businesses a break until the
nightmare is over, simply because
they are required to stay at home
and their businesses require them to
be outside, getting into contact with
different people.

“We women mostly depend on
small businesses, for example. Many
a time, we travel to different places
to maybe get clothes, jewellery, food.
Most of this is from China, so small
boutiques have closed because the

Health CS Mutahi Kagwe greets ministry officials using the Indian namaste gesture during a conference on coronavirus at the Ministry of Health headquarters, Afya

situation has destroyed the means to
travel so one can get the stock she used
to get abroad,” Zaja said.

SOCIAL DISTANCING

Zainab Chitsangi is the CEO of an
eponymous foundation, whose work
requires her to meet with people and
share ideas on the development of
different communities and youths.

Her foundation’s purpose is to
educate and sensitise the community
and the youth and to help grow youths’
talent in communities, while they join
forces with stakeholder organisations
to help build up the community.

“We have been forced to stay at
home in such a way that even if you
have an idea, you cannot pass it on
because of this pandemic,” Chitsangi
said.

She says she had arranged many
projects which she knew she would
complete at a specific time, but
that will not be possible since she
had to postpone the projects to be
implemented and finished at a later
unknown date.

She has no option but to do some
of her projects online, which she
describes as a big challenge since
it sometimes does not reach all her
targeted audiences.

“In many of my plans and
sensitisations, I have been forced to
do them online, and not many will be
reached by this. So to me, it has really
affected a lot of my activities,” she said.

Chitsangi hopes all this will end
so that many activities can go back
to normal.
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Serro featured
in Waithaka's
video ‘Akia’

US-based Kenyan producer Waitha-
ka presents ‘Akia’, featuring Kenyan
songstress Serro.

Off the soon to be released all-fe-
male album ‘Odes By Queens’,
‘Akia’, Dholuo for ‘uncertainty’, is
amelodious track laid on heavy per-
cussive rhythms accompanied by
flamenco-style guitar lines.

Alternating between Dholuo,
English and Swahili, Serro sings
of walls that she’s built high out of
wounds from past relationships. She
expresses her desire to release all in-
hibitions and share love intimately
with her suitor.

In the video directed by Callivan
Creative’s Ivan Odie, a waitress’
beauty has her workmate enchant-
ed. She is, however, too guarded
to accept his romantic gestures as
endearing and genuine as they are.

Her fears are seen to stem from
a past experience, whose glimpses
we see through intense flashback
scenes.

| have found
real love, says
Vanessa Mdee

Vanessa and Rotimi /COURTESY

ELIZABETH NGIGI / Juma Jux’s
ex, Vanessa Mdee, says she has
finally found real love by dat-
ing Hollywood actor Rotimi.

The two are living together in the
States. While Vee was recording a
video for her fans on social media,
Rotimi made an appearance and said,
“Hatuachani.”

Mdee’s fans have taken this as
a response to the haters who have
been saying, “Wataachana tu”. Mdee
opened her heart to the fans, express-
ing how in love she is. “I've been in the
industry for 13 years and I have nev-
er taken a break. [ have finally found
some time to do what Vee likes. To
chill. I found love, beautiful love. lam
so happy,” she said.

She went on to urge fans to use this
time well to grow themselves spiri-
tually. “Find time for yourself, espe-
cially in this time of stillness. Realign
yourself, pray, reconnect with God.
Take care of your family and loved
ones and be still and know that He
is God,” she said.

For more Word Is
stories scan the
QR code above.

| LEFT DIAMOND FOR THE SAKE

OF MY SANITY, SAYS TANASHA

ELIZABETH NGIGI @nyambs_liz/ Ta-
nasha Donna has opened up about
her failed relationship with WCB
boss Diamond Platnumz. In an In-
stagram Live interview, Tanasha said
she was not ready to be a mother.

The mother of one says she was not
in love at first but things happened
very fast after meeting Diamond.

“I liked his energy and his vibe but
I'wasnot in love. Then all of a sudden
he wanted to marry me. This was

Tanasha Donna
/COURTESY

after three months of dating. Then a
date was set for February,” Tanasha
said, adding she wanted to take the
time to know each other.

Tanasha hooked up with Diamond
three months after she broke up
with her ex-lover.

Sooner than later, she was con-
vinced he was her dream man. “It
did feel like genuine love. I hope my
feelings were not wrong,” she said.

Tanasha would then spend most
of her weekends with Diamond’s
family and before she knew it, she
was pregnant with his child.

“I was in shock. I was not ready
to be a mum. [ know [ wasn’t being
responsible because I wasn’t on any
birth control,” she said.

“It did cross my mind that I could
if I wanted to, get rid of the preg-
nancy, but I could not go through
with it.”

The public only came to learn
about the pregnancy two months
before she delivered.

“I would edit the photos to hide
my pregnancy. [ was going through
so much with the media. And was
realising that this comes with it. [
had to come to terms with life in the
limelight,” she said.

Tanasha accused her baby daddy
of infidelity, adding that she had to
leave for the sake of her son and her
mental health. She explained the re-
lationship started having issues six
months before they parted ways.

For the last six months, the two
were trying to see how they could
worKk it out, but Diamond had lost
interest.

“Not because of anything emo-
tional.  would say it is not living up
to certain expectations he had in the
relationship,” she said.

Tanasha says she is now focused
on her son and music career.

Maliza Umaskini boss Sadat to help Majirani

Maliza Umasikini founder Sadat Muhindi /courTesy

ELIZABETH NGIGI / Former Papa
Dennis boss and Maliza Umas-
kini CEO Sadat Muhindi has of-
fered to support singer Majirani
after he came out to the public,
claiming he was depressed and
needed someone to help him
continue running his normal life.

In a viral video seen by Word Is,
Sadat has encouraged Majirani to
remain strong. “Life is hard but you
have to struggle. Nothing comes easy.
Sometimes you fail, other times you
wake up,” he said.

“I have been auctioned like three
times and my house has been locked
for more than five times when I was
renting a house. I did not lose hope
so even you in Bungoma, stay there
and when things will be back to nor-
mal, together with Maliza Umaskini,
[ will help you come back to music.

“] know people love your work

and they miss your music. [ will
make sure you go back to your nor-
mal lifestyle and continue doing your
music. God bless you.”

Majirani came out to the public a
week ago, saying he was broke and
has been sleeping on the streets after
he was unable to pay rent.

The singer is currently living in a
grass-thatched house with a friend,
and he said he was open to any job.
“I've lost weight and [ don’t regret
starting a football team that has
helped many. Only God can repay
me,” he said.

On seeing Sadat’s video, Majirani
thanked him. “A big message from a
big heart... Just what [ needed during
this low moment of my life... A mes-
sage of hope at least I can hangon a
little bit... Thank u soo much Maliza
Umaskini president Sadat Muhindi,”
he said.
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TOPUT AFREE CLASSIFIED ADVERT IN THE STAR SIMPLY SEND AN SMS MESSAGE TO 22494 WITH THE FIRST WORD SAYING FREE

The star does not endorse the advertised product /service or its quality and value nor does the star endorse the appearance of or any of the claims made in the advertisement by the advertiser.
The star shall not be held liable for any claims, loss or liability that arises from the product/service and claims made in the advertisement

MANYATTA AUCTIONEERS

Court brokers, Private ion Agents & Debt Collectors.

P.O. Box 39544, Nairobi. Tel: 0722-780128

PUBLIC AUCTION

Dully instructed by our principal, the financiers (RADHA MOTORS
LTD), we shall sell the following motor vehicles/salvage by public
auction on FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 2020 AS FROM 10.00AM AT

THEIR MOMBASA YARD

REG NO MAKE
Kcq340b premacy
Kct810s crown
Kct882k demio
Kcs338t fielder
Kcd161S townace
Kcu794d passo
Kcv328e VOXY
Kbu376m succeed
Kck 824e fielder
Kcr 439u fit
Kbz076p sienta
Kct055f fit
Kcp105t vitz
Kcq148f cube
Kcu720I probox
Kct362! wish
kcw842g axio

Condition of sale
Cash at the fall of the hammer

il G

NAIROB
TOWN
OFFICE:

Moi Avenue,
Contrust
Building, 3rd
Floor Email:
ann.ndirangu@

Dully instructed by our principal, the financiers (MUSSAB MOTORS radioafrica-
LTD), we shall sell the following motor vehicles/salvage by public groupco.ke
auction on FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 2020 AS FROM 10.00AM AT
THEIR MOMBASA YARD Tel: 020 4244 "‘0
REGNO MAKE Cell: 0711 046
KCV 649N VITZ
300
Condition of sale
Cash at the fall of the hammer
ﬁ |
e
NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE
TUMAINI FARM UNIT

TENDER NOTICE

The National Youth Service — Tumaini Farm Unit in Nyandarua County wishes to invite sealed tenders from eligible

contractors for the following tender

S/NO | TENDERNO TENDER NAME ELIGIBILITY | CLOSING DATE
Proposed construction and completion of 1 no.
NYA/ Barracks block and associated foul drainage
L (/T/05/2019-2020 | system for the National Youth Service — open (6082020
Tumaini Farm Unit

Interested and eligible contractors may obtain tender documents with detailed specification from the Supply Chain
Management Office, Nyandarua central upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Kshs. 1,000 (One Thousand only)

payable in cash at the sub county treasury.

Only bidders who meet the following requirements will be considered for further evaluation;

NCA 7 and above (building works)

Valid business permit

Minimum construction experience of 4 years for a value of equivalent amount
Proof of equipment and personnel to be used

2% Bid bond of the quoted amount.
Litigation history signed by commissioner of oaths
9. Certified documents by commissioner of oaths
Completed tender documents in plain sealed envelope Cleary marked “Tender No. .
THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER
P.0.B0X 3-20303
OL KALOU.

PRSP S

And be deposited in the tender box situated at the entrance of the County Commissioner’s Office, on or 16th April

2020 at 10.00 a.m.

Tenders will be opened immediately thereafter in presence of bidders or their representatives who may wish to attend

at the County Commissioner’s Boardroom, 1st floor.

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT OFFICER
NYANDARUA COUNTY.

Certificate of incorporation, Valid Tax compliance certificate, Pin and Vat certificate, CR 12 Certificate

Audited account for the last three financial years. Financial bank statements for the last six months

..."should be addressed to:

BUSINESS

DIAL *812# to get a 15 day free
trial on Songa and get over 2.5
million songs!

TOEFL EXAMS - www.musish.

- com, 0702929233,0202222804

THIRD EYE PRIVATE INVESTIGA-
TORS We are fully licenced under
cover private investigators in
Kenya. We have offices in Nairobi
and in major towns. We specialize
in Tracking of cheating spouses,
under cover investigations, tra-
cing of debtors and debt collec-
tio, Our reports are discreet and
confidential. visit our offices at
NCM Hse, 4th flr Moi Ave Nbi or
call 0722-251079, 0722-224372
or 020-2643371.www.thirdeye-
privateinvestigators.com.

WE PRINT bsnescards, letter-
heads,rctbks,invoice,delivery,-
cashsale,stickers,t.Shirts,feneral
programes,banners,crusade n
campaignpostersnall officestatio-
nerys,cal t.G printers,0726223777

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PHYSICAL AND LAND USE PLANNING
ACTNO 13 OF 2019
CHANGE OF USER
The owners of plots KABETE/LOWER
KABETE/2822 is proposing to change the
user of this property from Agricultural to
Light industry(concrete mix
plant and stone cutting) subject to
approval by Kiambu County government.
Individuals, institutions, and organisations
with objection (s) or comments
are requested to forward them in writing
within 14 days from the date of
this notice to:-

The Director Physical Planning
County Government of Kiambu, box
2344-00100, KIAMBU

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE PHYSICAL AND LAND USE PLANNING
ACTNO 13 OF 2019
CHANGE OF USER
The Registered Owner of this property
L.R No. Nairobi Block 115/386 Located
Off Eastern Bypass within Utawala Area
proposes to Change its Use from
Single-dwelling Residential unit to
Commercial (Shops) cum Multi-Dwelling
(Flats) subject to approval by the Nairobi
City County Government.
Individuals, organizations, Institutions etc
with comments, recommendations or
objections to the development proposal
are advised to forward them, stating
grounds for the same in writing, within 14
days of this notice to the;

THE COUNTY SECRETARY
NAIROBI CITY COUNTY GOVERNMENT
P.0.BOX 30075-00100
NAIROBI

SIAR

J0BS

BEAUTICIAN JOB inter qualified
speak Hindi chinis email cv details
0722115384

TEACHERS, NURSES Lawyers
and Accountants earn 60000
part time work4 only 2hrs aday
twice a week From 5pm to 7pm.
col0769150870.Manager.

PART TIME international job es-
cortreg sms +254722115384

MISC

Part time EA job massage reg
0722115384

Thai style massage by thailand
therapist 0722703706

Indian massage by jital indian
therapist 0722115384

Escort pooja celebrity nbi travel
tzug V..Psonly 0722115384

Chinis thai euro india arab escort
nkr eld ksmmsa 0722115384

Elegan euro indian thai chinis tra-
velescort 0722115384

We install cctv to houses to
monitor house girls/boys.we
have also surveillance gadgets
to instal in cars, phones. cal
0732555194

CHERRY SPA... Experienced in

several international massage
cultures, located in Westlands
along ojijo road and open 24/7.
0791491072

Menvigrx & Maxman 0725218027

Elegant escort indian celebrity
for members only 0722115384

Holiday part time job
escort massage india euro
+254722115384

New chinis thai escort nbi nkr
0722115384

Escort pooja celebrity nbi travel
tzug V.I.Psonly 0722115384

RELATIONSHIPS

This Rich Lady Wants A Good

Man To Romance Her Life.
0723232330

Indian girl need life partner sms
0722115384

Indian m/f looking life partner
Sms 0722115384

Wazungu, Big Booty Chics,

Sponsors, Marriage Partners,
Classic Sugar Ladies And Sugar
Daddies. 0723232330

OMAR 39 years looking for a
muslin girl 18-30 tall, brown, slim,
devout nkind-hearted even with
a girl ready to b second office call
0732939565

Omondi a Widower leaving and

Jewel Complex 4th Floor
Roysambu Roundabout
next to TRM along

Thika Superhighway

NGURU AUCTIONEERS

Auctioneers, Process Servers and Repossessors

P.OBOX 58371

00200 City Square NAIROBI
Mobile: 0725-201344, 0772-040623
Wireless: 020-8016539
Email:nguruent@gmail.com

PUBLIC AUTION

Duly instructed by our principals we shall sell by Public Auction the
undermentioned household goods on THURSDAY 9TH APRIL
2020 at SICURO STORAGE YARD nex to MARDE TERESA CATHO-
LIC CHURCH, ZIMMERMAN along KAMITI ROAD from 10.00 A.M

In the matter of Distress for Rent Act Cap 293 Laws of Kenya
1.LANDLORD Vs. ERICK ADHURA

Television (Samsung), Radio System (Sony), Fridge, Sofaset & Gas
Cylinder.

2.LANDLORD Vs. JANE S. NDUATI

Sofaset, Coffee Table, Wall Unit, Television, Gas Cooker, Bed &
Mattress.

3.LANDLORD VS. DANCAN MWANGANGI

Sofaset, Wall Unit, Dining Table with Chairs, Beds, Huriccane Lamps,
stoves, Curtains, Hair Drier, Baby Chairs, Water Drums, Mattresses.
4.LANDLORD VS. SUSAN NDERITU

Sofaset, Television Set, Stand, Shoe Rack and Kitchen Table.

For mpre 5.LANDLORD VS. GEOFREY MANYARA OUMA

C|a$5|_ﬁed5 onour Sofaset 5 seater, Coffee Table, Gas Cylinder 6Kg, Television Set
website.

Scan this quick CONDITIONS OF SALE

response code Cash at the fall of the hammer

using your ALL ARE WELCOME

smartphone.

EVERY CLASSIFIED ©® _ @ _
» LISTING IN KENVAR .
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working Nairobi, Age 44 with 2
Kids looking for a Serious Love
That Can lead to Marriage if you
are interested send your Profile
and contact to blancohygiene®
gmail.com

Free Hook Up For Ladies. Text
Your Name, Age, Tribe And Town
And Get Connected Immediately.
0723232330

@550/= get White Asian or
Kenyan top & bottom gays,Sugar
Mummies/Daddies,Lesbians
& partners SMS/Whatsapp
Harmony Services-0715584490
or www.eharmony.com

IM  KENYAN MAN, very
understanding ,smart,a christian
n im looking 4 a serious lady4
mariage below 30yrs n without
kids n serious,cal or send ur
profile 0724249628

Ray from Kitale needs mom aged
45-50.Sms 0707415978.

Sponsors, Ladies Trapped In
Unhappy, Loveless Marriage,
Classic Sugar Ladies And Sugar
Daddies. 0723232330

JAMES, a teacher would like to
meet a God-fearing lady for
marriage. Sms 0708 496 915

This Rich Lady Wants A Good
Man To Romance Her Life.
0723232330

INSTANT HOOKUPS Now @300.
Men Or Women. RichMoms And
SugarDads Now Available. Send
To Till No. 932837. For Enquiries
Sms 0723232330

Sponsors, Ladies Trapped In
Unhappy, Loveless Marriage,
Classic Sugar Ladies And Sugar
Daddies. 0723232330

For White, Asian and Kenyan top
& bottom gays,Sugar Mummies/
Daddies, Lesbians and Partners
Call/Whatsapp Harmony
Services on 0715584490 or
www.eharmony.com

This Rich Lady Wants A Good
Man To Romance Her Life.
0723232330

Sponsors, Ladies Trapped In
Unhappy, Loveless Marriage,
Classic Sugar Ladies And Sugar
Daddies. 0723232330

For White, Asian and Kenyan top
& bottom gays,Sugar Mummies/
Daddies, Lesbians and Partners
Call/Whatsapp Harmony
Services on 0715584490 or
www.eharmony.com

RICH wazungu ‘sponsors'
available immediately. call
0732555194

WE CAN BRING BACK ua hus-
band/wife or flance who left u Ki
madharauin 24 hrs,lost libido,en-
largement,kushika mimba etc.cal
0732555194

TRACK, MONITOR ua cheating
partnerua workers,we con-

duct surveillance and gather in-
fo,provide concrete evidence.cal
0732555194

LADIES are u looking for a rich
mzungu (sponsor) frm any coun-
try u want u get immediately?
contact 0732555194

WE SOLVE these problems im-
mediately:taza libido,pre mature
erection,penis enlargment,stop
mpango wa kando,theft,protec-
tion,business.cal 0732555194

IF U CANT GET WATOTO try our
herbal u get .we solve all prblms
mpango wa kando,enlargement,
cal 0732555194

WE CAN BRING BACK ua hus-
band/wife or flance who left u ki
madharauin 24 hrs,lost libido,en-
largement kushika mimba etc.cal
0732555194

Rich Sugarladies Want Discreet
Relationship With Young Strong
Men 0723232330

LADIES Trapped In Unhappy Lo-
veless, Romanceless And Bo-
ring Marriage, Who Need Dis-
creet Affair To Cheer Them Up,
0723232330

Wealthy Sugar Moms And Sugar
Dads, Ladies Trapped In Loveless
Marriage, Big Booty Chics Etc
0723232330

WEALTHY SUGAR MOMS And
Sugar Dads, Ladies Trapped In
Loveless Marriage, Big Booty
Chics Etc 0723232330

Are you single and looking for
a serious and mature life part-
ner?Sms your name,gender,age,-
tribe HIV status,academic level,-
career,county etc to Rohosmart
Connections-0722219480 for
genuine hookup.

Married but unhappy Ladies
Want Someone To Romance
Their Lives. 0723232330

ALICE, 21yrs, virgin grl, cute, luvly,
biutiful n romantc. want a luving
stable man. sms0711689517

ABDUL FROM SOUTH C is loo-
king for lady friend from nairobi.
0717054246

RAJESH, Single, smart, handsam,
f stable, want a gud, faithful n ro-
mantk lady. sms 0712852468

SINGLE? lonely? divorced, widow,
lonely rich hs/wfe, casual date,
leisure luv, escort lovers, intrst-
d?sms0711689517

JOY, SINGLE, 31yrs, 3kids, need
christian man, Godfearing.35-40
yrs,SMS0711689517

Are you single and looking for
a serious and mature life part-
ner?Sms your profile to Rohos-
mart Connections-0722219480
for genuine hookup.

Am kevin age 33 in nairobi. am
looking 4a rich fncly-stbl sugar-
mumy hiv-, who is tal, goodlo-

king, plus size, with nice curves.
from 70kg and abv, age 35 to
65, marryd or singl, any race. 4
fun love and romans, cal/ text
0773653604 no jokers

ALEX C. from Nairobi AYANI is
looking for friends both SMy
number is 0735112936 (30-
40yrs)

Businessman aged 43yrs wi-
dowed and a father of 12yr old
daughter. Amlooking for amatu-
re Godfearing lady for lasting re-
lationship leading to a happy ma-
rriage. SMS or call0797918874

Am a 25yr old guy looking for a
beautiful lady over 30yrs

for funfilled and adventurous mo-
ments. Call or text 0722390702

For ladies. Fatigued. Stressed.
Infrared machine massage thera-
py. Tummy waist weight control.
Back/ neck massage if u'r in ICT.
Safe & discreet 0708840252

Lookng 4 a single Kamba lady a
graduate no child, to introduce to
a serious stable kamba man 38yr
christian. CallRuth 0721861034

Am Selina Miluki single 23yrs,
graduate, frmKitale, working with
I&M Bank. I want aman.REG WITH
US JUST 2k to get u connected.
Cal auntie Ruth 0721861034

Lady 40yrs old needs a finan-
cially stablemature man aged
45 to 55 n withn nrb.sms only
0735803040

Romantic hookups. get ur dream
lady today.SMS mi ur desires and
| WhatsApp you pic of ur lover to
be first asap and hookup at last.

collins 35yrs old man wants a fi-
nancially stable divocee, widow
for discreet romance btween 30
to55yrs,smsorcall 0705879356

Am a 26 yrs old young man living
in mombasa looking for a mature
lady for discreet romance affair
07725442209,

WE sell spy gadgets and do sur-
veillance to catch mpango wa
kando,we also provide photos S
video showing them doing it live.
call spymasters on 0788404275

I'm Dickens, 33,/lvng & working in
Nrb. | want a beautiful hiv-ve lady
of between 27-65, Ilvhg & wor-
king in Nrb for a romantic love.
If interested SMS ur profile to:
0708101622

The “spring of love” for you. Get a
swee t loving partner today. Sms
uaname0712852468

I am a kenyan born in 1950 and
would like to get in touch with any
one whom has a king george one
shilling of that very year.Call me
on 07244054010r 0736211045.

Beauties from the north.Marsa-
bit, moyale, isiolo etc.Honest and
reliable.For all types.Self.Delivery.
Book now.500 Only.0721320421

Having infertility, fibroids,ovarian
cysts, hormonal imbalance,bloc-
ked tubeslow sperm count,as-
thma,piles,impotence,athritis etc
call/sms 0721338095.

Want to make money at your bu-
siness to be promoted at work
place to be loved and make your
lover faithful to you only call dr
abdinow;0701153677,instant.

Are you depressed? Ask for help.
0720558813  Email gnmohn®@
gmail.

Funeral hearse for hire or plain
landcruiser. Eldoret/kipka-
ren area. 7 Seater. With carrier.
0725259967,

Wholesale buyers wan-
ted for quail eggs,quail birds
and maize bags @goodprices.
Tel0708844874, 0708769529
supplier.

Having infertility, fibroids,ovarian
cysts, hormonal imbalance,bloc-
ked tubeslow sperm count,as-
thma,piles,impotence,athritis etc
call/sms 0721338095.

Fast natural wght loss/gain,-
muscle/hip boost & mens' max
0725218027

ARE U DESPERATE! ua partner
has left u! cant sleep with u.! no
sex,no loveno peaceno food. DR
HASSAN frm pemba dio dawa
yao! cal 0788404275

Lady 40yrs old needs a finan-
cially stablemature man aged
45 to 55 n withn nrb.sms only
0735803040

Am ken age 33 in nairobi. looking
for wealthy fincly-stbl sugar-
mummy. who is tal and plus size
age 35/59 for fun, romantic luv
etccal /text 0773653604

Romantic hookups. get ur dream
lady today.SMS mi ur desires and
I WhatsApp you pic of ur lover to
be first asap and hookup at last.

Married But Unhappy Ladies
Want Someone To Romance
Their Lives. 0722114000

I'm Dickens, 33,lvng & working in
Nrb. | want a beautiful hiv-ve lady
of between 27-65/|vhg & wor-
king in Nrb for a romantic love.
If interested SMS ur profile to:
0708101622

The passion of love for you.
Get your love today. Sms your
name0712852468

V lonely!! Man! Need a loving lady
frm gigirirunda or righways. Sms
uaname0712852468

Dr. Eddie brown 45 want a biuti-
ful, luvly nromanticlady. Intrstd??
sms0712852468

Williams nutrition offers treat-
ment for all skin and bone/joints
problems. Photo scanning for in-
terpretation. contact- williamon-
dari@yahoo.com 0724581525

31

NOTIGE

READERS € ADVERTISERS

You are kindly requested to
get appropriate advice
before committing yourself
to undertaking anything in
relation to an
advertisement in terms of
sending money or incurring
expenses. Radio Africa
Group shall not be liable to
any person(s) for any loss,
damage or suffering as a
result of accepting any
invitation(s) or offer(s)
contained in
advertisement(s) published
in The Star.

CLASSIFIED RATES

(kkS)
@

SEMI DISPLAY
MOTORING/ENTERTAINMEN
T/AUCTION/ PROPERTY
/OBITUARIES.

Semi Display (boxed
classified) Mon-Sat 1,200/=
+ VAT per
centimetre column

Per line per day (Mon-Sat)
300/= +VAT

Letters of Admin 800/=
+VAT per
centimetre column

Voucher fee 2,500/= + VAT

Note: Minimum sized on
boxed ads is 4cm

® PRAYMENT TERMS

Cash payments shall not be
accepted. Please note that
sales and advertising
executives are not
authorised to receive any
cash payments on behalf of
The Star. The Star shall not
be held responsible for any
loss or liability caused by
failure to adhere to
these payment terms.

PAYMENTS STRICTLY
VIA MPESA PAYBILL
NUMBER 793601

1z
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Fill the grid with digits so
E that each column, each
row, and each of the

sub-grids that compose
the grid all contain all of

thenumbers from1to 9
onetime.

(W

7]

DOWN

1 Member of Parliament for Kuria

West constituency (4)

A Japanese form of wrestling (4)

Of like kind (7)

President of Djibouti (4)

Member of Parliament for womenin

Kajiado County (7)

Prime Minister of Morocco (7)

thin and tight, it converts sound

waves into vibration (7)

10 Apolitically organized body of
people under a single government
(5)

11 President of Benin (5)

12 Member of Parliament for Turkana
West constituency (5)

13 Member of Parliament for Kibwezi
West constituency (4)

17 Insurgent (5)

18 Thermoplastic yarn (5)

19 President of Kenya (5)

20 Lubricated(7)

21 Resistance to a change in motion (7)

22 President of Djibouti (7)

23 Radar screen element (4)

27 Dosetooheavily (4)

28 Ononeoccasion (4)

29 Former Member of Parliament for

O~ wN

~N O

Kilifi South constituency (4)
30 Have as alogical consequence (4)

ACROSS

1 Electrical component having a
particular value of resistance (8)

5 Member of Parliament for Igembe
North constituency (5)

8 Alegendary king of the Britons (6)

9 Alinejoining points of equal
temperature (8)

14 Member of Parliament for womenin
Homa Bay County (5)

15 Magnifying glass used by jewelers (5)

16 Chemical element with symbol U (7)

20 President of Namibia (7)

A false and malicious publication

EJri)nted for the purpose of defaming

5

25 Member of Parliament for Tongaren
constituency (5)

26 Chemical element with symbol Po (8)

31 Member of Parliament for Kilgoris
East constituency (6)

32 Endoflife (5)

33 Whatis the physical process by which
the particles of different substances
stick together (8)

6
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Find and mark all the words
hiddeninside the box. The words
may be placed horizontally,
vertically, or diagonally.

F E BLACKICE SEASON
? : BLIZZARD SKATES
BOOTS SKIDOO
1 K CARNIVAL SKIPANTS
CHRISTMAS SKIING
coLD SLED
Al EGGNOG SLEET
I i i FIREPLACE SLIPPERY
FIREWOOD SNOW CASTLE
k k FOG SNOW PLOW
| E [ F R Il FREEZE SNOW SHOVEL
\ & m FROST SNOW TIRES
GLOVES SNOWBALL
E V0= 5 W paL SNOWBOARD
RN HEADBAND SNOWFLAKE
_ HIBERNATION ~ SNOWMAN
AR s i HOCKEY SNOWSHOES
L8 T S % [ HOLIDAYS SOLSTICE
A = ICEFISHING SOuP
ICICLES STEW
I WODERGAREAPH krcar STORM
= i LONG SWEATSHIRT
L UNDERWEAR  TOBOGGAN
o MITTENS VACATION
OLYMPICS WIND CHILL
; 3 PARKA WOOL SOCKS
e SCARF

Spider-Man to the rescue! Superhero
jogger cheers children in England

REUTERS/ The northern English town of Stockport has a new hero in the battle

to keep children entertained during the coronavirus lockdown: Spider-Man!
Jason Baird, a local 34-year-old martial arts teacher, has taken to dressing

up as the Marvel superhero for his daily jog, replete with acrobatic jumps and

somersaults.

Swapping the towering skyline of New York for suburban Stockport, a town
known for its hat-making heritage, Baird stopped by a primary school on

dren.

=

Wednesday and adopted Spider-Man's iconic crouching pose for waving chil-

“It's just Co-op, and then I'll be back," Baird said of his route, referring to the

|~ localgrocery store.
Following his visit to the school, Baird posed for a selfie with a policeman
- contrasting with his opposite number in New York who sometimes had a
strained relationship with the authorities.

- .-'-l.F.-._

Jason Baird dressed as Spiderman during his daily exercise
to cheer up local kids in Stockport on April 1/rReuTers
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You'llbe an emotional basket case
today. Don’t take any comments too
seriously.

TAURUS

Your best gains will come through helping
others emotionally. Loss s evident if you
don't consider allthe angles.

Stabilize your own position by locking up
your savings. Generosity will put youin
the poorhouse.

CANCER

You will be subject to pushy individuals
if you get involved in uncertain
organizations.

LEOD

You will meet exciting new people
through interest groups or functions that
you attend with your children.

VIRGO

Put all your energy into moneymaking
ventures. Need some adventure in your
life? Exotic destinations beckon you.

LIBRA

Opportunities for new partnerships will
develop through the organizations you
encounter.

SCORPIO

You need to reevaluate your situation. Do
your chores and get on with the things
you enjoy doing.

SAGITTARIUS

Youmay want to take another look at the
investment you are about to make. Try to
avoid serious discussions with loved ones.

CAPRICORN

Youmay have a tendency to put on
weight. Arguments will flare up if you get
backed into an emotional corner.

AQUARIUS

You may find that your family
responsibilities are piling up. You will have
aproblem dealing with groups.

PISCES

However, you may not attract the kind of
interest you hadin mind. Don't let children
hold you back from doing things you enjoy.
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Makori ready to fight for his position at Butali

BY EVANS OUSURU / Butali Warrior's right-back Dave
Makaoriis ready to fight for his position as he plans to make
his debut for his star-studded side when the Kenya Hockey
Union (KHU) league resumes.

Makori was signed from Kenyatta University vultures at
the beginning of the 2019 season but did not play as Butali
had signed six players contrary to the union’s rule of having
five maximum new signings by a single club.

Arif Shah, Francis Kariuki, Moses Ademba, Calvins Kanu
and Amos Barkibir were all signed alongside Makori. The
utility defender, however, has been training with teammates
and heis keen to dislodge Maxwell Fuchaka, who they share
the position with.

Makori wants to settle quickly once the league resumes
and targets at least five goals this season. Even though
Fuchakais currently indispensable, building on match
fitness will be the player's first priority.

"“The registration and signing of players rule locked me
out last season. | am really excited about the opportunity

to play for Butali. It was really hard last season because of
what happened but | remained patient and now | feel much
stronger mentally and physically and I hope to grab the
opportunity whenit comes," said the 22-year-old.

"l want to fit in perfectly and become a key member of
the team. Obviously, Fuchaka s a top player because he has
played for along time and made the position his own but
nothing isimpossible. | have scored goals previously and
possibly, I will do it again this season,” observed the former
Kakamega High School player.

To earn his place, Makori said hard work, discipline
and determination will be required in order to
achieve the objective.

"I train during all sessions. Personal discipline game-wise
and following instructions and other team duties remain
paramount. | have room for improvement and learning
from senior defensive figures Kennedy Nyongesa and
Constant Wakhura gives me more hope that | am destined
for greatness.”
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Butali Warriors' right-back Dave Makori / COURTESY

BY FRANCIS WADEGU / There was
a hue and cry in South Nyanza af-
ter the region’s sole top-flight club
Sony Sugar was relegated from the
Kenyan Premier League after fail-
ing to honour three league fixtures
due to financial constraints.

Thankfully, a powerhouse is
emerging in the area in the shape
of National Super League side,
Migori Youth, whose founder Aziz
Abdi hopes will join the KPL in the
not too distant future.

“The future can only shine
brightest for Migori Youth as we
project playing in the top flight
within two years. Migori Youth are
a community football club who
have so far proved that you only
need passion to light up the whole
community in developing talent,”
said an optimistic Aziz.

The club started in 2007 as Migori
Youth Talent Academy with the sole
purpose of developing young talent

and prospects were identified from
the community and signed up.

“The training in partnership
with high schools that develop
talents within the region, revolved
around social development fo-
cusing on education, talks of peer
pressure, drugs and substance
abuse,” explained Aziz.

Among the schools MYTA
partnered with were St. Peter’s
Mumias, St. Antony High School,
Kitale Chebuyusi High, Masara
High School and Chesamis Boys.

According to the club chairman,
the greatest challenge MYTA faced
was lack of trust in the budding
footballers from both NSL and Pre-
mier League teams.

“Their career would have ended
up prematurely if something was
not done. That's when the lead-
ership registered the club in FKF
Division 2 in 2015 and provided
a great platform for our boys to

KCB's Enock
Agwandais
a product of
Migori Youth
/FILE

Watch this space

Migori Youthready to fill gap left by Sony Sugar in South Nyanza

gain the much-needed experience
through playing time,” recounted
Aziz. “The decision to enrol Migori
Youth in the lower leagues proved
to be a prudent one. The team be-
came a formidable force going
1llgames unbeaten and eventual-
ly getting a chance to play in the
National Super League courtesy
of the misfortune to neighbour-
ing Isebania FC.”

“Isebania were not able to
honour their matches and after
lengthy consultations between
us, them and the federation, we
absorbed them and became one
family of Migori Youth and took
up their chance in the NSL,” he
said while accounting for Migori’s
rise to the second tier in Kenyan
football pyramid.

Migori have continued to rise
above expectations and challenges
due to the commitment from the
management and the partners.

With races suspended, Kiprop
takes time to bond with family

BY EMMANUEL SABUNI/ Away from bustle and hustle
of what she does best — running, three-time Vienna
Marathon champion Nancy Kiprop is taking time to bond
with her two children.

Kiprop said she is restricted to just a little workout and
thus spends most of her time bonding with her son and
daughter as she hopes for a quick end to the coronavirus
pandemic that continues to ravage the globe.

"l am doing little exercises here and there even as we
remain optimistic that the world will soon be free from
COVID-19.1had good plans this year after making my
debut in the world marathon majors in New York," said
Kiprop, a former teacher.

The Iten-based runner was to compete at the New
York 10km race in June, which has been cancelled. She
was to use the race as part of her preparation to return to
the New York City Marathon in November.

"“We are just indoors having time with kids and getting
closer to each other. | could get close to my school to
play with the kids but unfortunately, it is also closed. Now
I have very little to do,” she said.

As a teacher by profession, Kiprop decided to put the
chalk and blackboard aside to concentrate on running as
well as small scale farming back in the village.

"As part of making sure that we are bonding, we
watch movies and compete on the play station with my
children. That is a serious bonding way since there is
nothing more to do now that our movement is restricted
due to this pandemic,” she added.

Odhiambo takes fight against
coronavirus to another level

BY MESHACK KISENGE / Wazito attacking midfielder
Eric Odhiambo is not shying away from making good
use of his experience in the field of Journalism to
create coronavirus awareness during this time the local
actionis suspended.

Odhiambo, a Bachelors degree holder in the field of
Communication and Psychology from the University of
Nairobi, spends the better part of the day reaching out
to Kenyans on how to stay away from the disease which
has halted all sporting activities globally.

The midfielder, who has a bias in communicating
through Social Media, has been on the front line in
appealing to Kenyans to observe the guidelines given by
the government through the Ministry of Health.

Odhiambo, who currently works with Sahibu, a
monthly magazine located at Upper Hill after leaving
Nation Media Group where he worked for two and half
years, says journalism has helped him spread the gospel
and according to him, the impact is there for all to see.

"We are currently off the pitch but | am on duty as
usual. I am using my skills to sensitize the public on
the coronavirus pandemic and its bearing fruits. | am
constantly reminding the public on the guidelines given
by the government, " he said,.
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'YOUMUST
HAVE SOME
SORT OF COM-
MUNICATION
WITHTHE
CARASITHAS
TS WAYS OF
COMMUNI-
CATING WITH
You
—BALDEV

(@samson ateka
SAMSON ATEKA

Fondly referred to as Boldy or Flying
Sikh in racing circles, Baldev Singh
Chager is not a morning person.

He wakes up like a diesel engine
that has a hard start but once he gets
going, he’s fine for the day. Hard-
ly does he do breakfast; just some
juice, preferably carrot or some-
thing from berries.

“I'm always late getting out of the
house so it is all a rush to get to work.
[ don’t drink tea or coffee and I have
not since [ was a child; never really
liked any of those drinks. Once I'm
at work, it gets busy and hectic with
our line of business which is ser-
vice-based,” says Baldev.

“Sorting out e-mails and then fol-
low up on what is happening in the
garage. 'm a person who likes to get
my hands dirty and do whatever is
necessary. | hate my mobile phone as
it will always have to ring as soon as
my hands get dirty or when I'm con-
centrating on something technical.”

“Once the day is over I'm back
home and working on my rally car
which I prepare at home as it’s too
hectic at work to concentrate on ral-
ly car details.”

Boldy’s social life is jammed with
friends as he has very few immediate
families in Kenya.

“Most of my family members from
my side have migrated. The most so-

Why the ‘Flying Sikh’

1and 4. Baldev
Chager in action
during a past
SafariRally

/ FILE

2. Baldev Chager
during a Classic
Rally

/FILE

3. Baldev Chager
readies himself
atthestartof a
recent race
/FILE
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cial thing I do every now and then is get together with
my friends and have a meal or koroga (Asian Chick-
en Curry) or just a few drinks to catch up. I like to

cook for my friends sometimes, mannerism [ -

picked from my elder brother Raji (Chager).”
Asked what makes him tick in the cockpit,
he explained: “First, you have to overcome the fear of &
"

speed. If you can’t do this, then forget motorsports. With

time, concentration becomes sharper and as a human
being, you have very limited years for the peak level your | +
body and mind can take.

“I believe from the age of 25 to 35 is when you
can hit this target. The modern rally cars are so
smooth and have power steering 4WD
good suspension etc and this automati- ra
cally helps your brain to concentrate
on the road with little struggle to
keep the car in some sort of di-
rection as it used to be. Play-
ing games like squash also
helps you improve your re-
flexes,” he said.

“At the steering wheel,
it’s you and the car and
you have to have some
sort of communication
with the car as it has its
ways of communicat-
ing with you. You got
to be an alert driver to
really feel this. Even a
normal car driving down
the road is always telling
you something. For ex-
ample, cars pulling off to
the left could mean tyre
pressure is low or align-
ment is off or wishbone
is bent. Cars talk to who-
ever drives them.”
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keeps soarin

Chager belongs to a special group of second-generation drivers in Kenya most of whom come
from farming and mechanics backgrounds.
“Farmers have the advantage of being off-road and driving a lot in the farms in all sorts of con-
i ditions. This, I believe helps them judge the roads better and generally are at home being off-road.
' They are also technically skilled as this is very important in the running of farming machinery.
;| “All these put together turns them into seasoned drivers. Mechanics like us also are very tech-
‘ nical and know the cars they drive inside out and always have a fear of some form of mechanical
failure at the back of their heads and the dire consequences. But generally, being second-genera-
* tion motorsports family, the knowledge handed over to me is so vital and priceless. It is like having
b stepping stones placed for you from the time you are born.”
The Chagers have been in racing for donkey years and it’s little wonder that ‘Flying
']
¥ |'||.

T
Ll

Singh’ has remained formidable since making his KNRC debut in 1998.

“My family has been involved in all aspects of motorsports. My dad (Daljit) has
done a lot of circuit and motorcycle racing in the past and had various titles
to boast about. His eldest brother Manjit Chager was one of the top navi-

gators back in the day and he has co-driven for old names like Assa Sin-
gh and Ashok Pattni and also for my dad. My dad’s younger brothers
i Ranjit and Manori were also active participants in track racing and
rallying,” he noted.
“Ranjit has won a few titles over the years in track racing
l.' e and rallying while Manori was very good on the track too
! §I and briefly started his rallying career before migrating to
i

| Spain. “My brother Raji is no new face and has been active-
J § ly racing in the Formula 2 category. He too grew up with
motocross riding. My sister Avinder has co-driven in the
Safari Rally with my very good friend Kuku Sagoo.”
“She also tried her hand in Go-karting at the Solai
while my mum and other sister Harinder have also
been involved in motorsports but more at the organ-
isational level. My first cousin Param, son of Manjit
also had a go briefly at co-driving before also migrat-
ing to the UK. The rest of my cousins have also been
involved in motorsports in all other aspects like
preparation of cars or being service crews.”
Chager reckons that rallying is a bad disease. “If
you're not doing it you're thinking of it or if not think-
ing of it, then you're watching it,” he noted.
“Once it’s in the blood, it never leaves and there is,
honestly, no cure or medicine for it. It has brought
down names and also brought up names in this
country:. It is definitely like a drug,” he noted.
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BALDEYV SINGH

CHAGER

DOB:
LOCATION

1975

O)

Nickn;mes:
Boldy /Flying Singh

Team:
Kabras Sugar Racing

Sponsors:
West Kenya Sugar Co. (Kabras Sugar)

Role:
Lead driver for Kabras team

Car:
Mitsubishi EVOX

Family:
Married with kids

Resides:
Nairobi area

Place of work:

BHP Performance Ltd/ BC Racing
Occupation:

Businessman

Person he would like to have
dinner with:

The President
Favorite Holiday Destination:

anywhere with a beach
First Road Car:

Mini
First Rally Car:

Opel Ascona 400
Favorite All-time Rally Driver (s):

Markku Alen, Kankkunen and Tommi.

Current Navigator:

Ravi Soni

Hobbies:

Engineering, reading

Most Admired Sports
personality:

Mike Tyson & Usain Bolt.

)
J

Achievements
0 Three times Sa ar Ily winner in 2013,
2014 & 2019 I

—

0 Multiple K‘eny&'hampion - 2008, 2013,
2014 and 2019 ;

0 Two times.Mc')'tdrsport personality of the
year -2007 and 2013

0 1998 KNRC Championship- 3rd overall
0 2004 KNRC championship- 4th overall

0 2005 KCB KNRC cha
overall

O Curre
I smar-wwustraren. I
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Liverpool have no intention of bidding for the £100million Dortmund winger

UNITED GOING FOR SANGHO BUT NOT REDS

sea, Manchester United and

Liverpool in the fight to sign
Jadon Sancho from German side
Dortmund when the next transfer
window opens at the end of the sea-
son. However, I can reveal that Liv-
erpool do not intend to bid for the
£100million winger.

Manager Jurgen Klopp feels he
does not need to improve his squad
in that position. United’s Ed Wood-
ward is known to support the trans-
fer and manager Ole Gunner Solsk-
jaer is also very keen. Striker Marcus
Rashford said: “I think it would be
good for us because he is exciting to
watch and myself, Anthony Martial
and Jadon would play well together.
He is creative and imaginative and is
just what we need.”

It is likely that United will of-
fer Sancho the famous No7 shirt
once worn by Cristiano Renaldo
and David Beckham. Sancho is
also said to be keen on a move to
the Premier League where he be-
gan his career at Manchester City.
Chelsea are the only other club in
the race at the moment and owner
Roman Abramovich has deep pock-
ets but United are the favourites to
make the signing.

Media reports have linked Chel-

MARCUSIS SETTING A

BRILLIANT EXAMPLE

I am full of admiration for Man-
chester United striker Marcus
Rashford. He is a delightful young
man, friendly, unassuming and
modest for someone with
such enormous talent. And
he genuinely cares about
people. During home iso-
lation, Rashford has been
working to raise money

to provide poor children
with meals to replace the free
lunchtime meals they would have
received if schools had not been
closed because of the corona-

virus pandemic.

Rashford himself used to receive
free school meals and he knows
how important they are. Both Man-
chester United and Manchester City
have come together to provide help
for families during the lockdown
period. Together they have raised
over £100k and Marcus has also

Borussia
Dortmund's
Jadon Sancho
/REUTERS

been working with them to raise
more and has handsomely donat-
ed himself. He already helps deaf
children at school and has been
judging the Marcus Rashford Poet-
ry competition which has attracted
hundreds of entries. It is not pos-
sible to visit schools now because
of the lockdown. However, both
he and his family have been sifting
through the entries to find a winner.
Rashford has also been taking les-
sons in learning sign language so he
can communicate better with deaf
and dumb children when he visits
schools, which he does often.

Rashford is exercising at home
to help with his back injury and is
working every day to a programme
provided by the United medical
team. When asked for a message
to send out to children about the
virus situation he said: “Children,
keep safe, keep active by exercising
and most of all keep smiling and we
will all get through this together.”
What a credit he is to young peo-
ple and especially successful, rich
young footballers.

ALONE AT THE EMIRATES

It is 3 o’clock UK time on a Saturday
afternoon. I am standing outside
Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium on

a day that should have seen the
whole area buzzing with Gunners’
fans. The atmosphere would have
been electric and the noise building
into a crescendo even before the
game begins with fans having taken
their seats inside this magnificent
arena. Instead, [ am standing alone,
not because I am obeying the
government’s advice to self-isolate,
but because there simply is no

one else around.

Actually, I am breaking the
rules because strictly speaking, 1
shouldn’t be here at all considering
we are all supposed to be at home
on a lockdown.

Outside the Emirates Stadium it
is eerily quiet, as though the world
has come to the end and [ am the
only one left on earth. The gates are
locked, there are no security men
and even the meat pie vans have
packed up and departed. The silence
is deafening and the loneliness
very unnerving.

Coronavirus has shut our foot-
ball world down, cleared out al-
most every stadium in Europe and
banned the supremely talented foot-
ball players to their homes. We fans
stare at our blank TV screens, empty
of wonderful goals, celebrations and
shouting commentators.

When will it all end? Will we all
be able to survive without our be-
loved game? I looked at my watch
as the big hand reached 3 o’clock...
there was no whistle, no roar of the
crowd and no rivalry on the pitch. I
will be working extra hard, talking

to players on the phone and fol-
lowing up on any leads to write for
you and keeping you in touch with
all that is Premier League football.
I have never known such strange
times — but the only person I am
able to tell this to, as I stand outside
the empty Emirates Stadium — is
myself. Thank you for reading this
column... Perhaps I am not so alone
after all and together we will get
through these challenging times.

REAL LOOKING TO SAVE
MONEY BY SELLING BALE
When Gareth Bale was prevented
by Real Madrid from joining Chi-
nese club Jiansu Suning for £1mil-
lion a week, little did they realise
that it might cost them a fortune.
I have been told by my Spanish
contacts that the club have
finally decided to release
him this summer to save
money as their highest
paid player. However, the
Chinese FA want to pro-
mote home grown players
and have put restrictions
on bringing in foreign players.
The problem is that no clubs have
come in from Europe to sign the
Welshman unless Real pay a large
percentage of his huge salary.

The coronavirus has meant a seri-
ous loss of income for most clubs
and financial restraints are in place
as clubs seek to balance their books
and save money wherever possible
with many clubs imposing a salary
cut for players. The only other way
Real can cut short Bale’s contract,
which has two years to run, is to
give him a massive pay off. Bale
himself is happy to stay and see
out his contract and is therefore
content to sit and watch events.
America’s MLS is a possible move.
However, that once again would
mean Real taking a big financial
hit as they would pay part of his
salary and take a lower price for
the 30 year-old.

HANDS OFF JIMENEZ,

SAY WOLVES

Wolves have very rich owners and
Real Madrid, Manchester United
and Arsenal circling around their
striker Raul Jimenez does not
impress them. In fact the club have
issued a ‘hands off, he is not for sale
at any price’ warning. The 28 year-
old Mexican has scored 22 goals

in 45 appearances this season and
his 15 goals in 37 matches helped
Wolves finish seventh in their first
season back in the Premier League.

GUARDIOLA WANTS

JUVE’'S BONUCCI

From information [ have received
from Manchester, it looks like City’s
John Stones is losing his fight to
stay at the club as Pep Guardiola

becomes increasingly more worried
about his reliability. On top form,
Stones is world class, but on too
many occasions he has been found
to be a weak link in the club’s
defence. Injuries and a consist-

ent lack of form have dented his
credentials at City. My info centres
around reliable information that
Guardiola has told his scouts and
club to target Juventus centre back
Bonucci. Juve boss Maurizio Sarri
regards 32 year-old Bonucci as his
rock in defence but Guardiola has
asked City chairman Khaldoon Al
Mubarak to pay whatever it takes

to land the Italian and with his
financial muscle, this could happen
during the summer.

CHELSEA EYE ON
MOROCCAN STAR
Chelsea executives have contact-
ed Real Madrid about Morocco
international Achraf Hakimi. The
21-year-old has been at Borus-
sia Dortmund on loan and has
impressed with seven goals and 10
assists. Because the loan deal does
not include an option which would
allow Dortmund to purchase Haki-
mi, several clubs have registered an
interest. Bayern Munich have joined
Chelsea as an interested party but
Real said they would wait until the
season ends before making any
definite decisions.

Real manager Zinedine Zidane said
he plans to use Hakimi in his first
team squad next season and he can
play as either a full back or winger.
Chelsea, however, have decided that
if Willian does not accept their two-
year contract extension offer, they
will go for Hakimi as his replace-
ment. Willian is out of contract in
the summer and if he moves clubs,
he wants to stay in the Premier
League and Tottenham would be in
the hunt to sign him. Jose Mourin-
ho is a known admirer and the two
worked well together when he was
the manager at Chelsea.

BAYERN SAY NO SWAP

DEAL FOR SANE

In order to stop rumours unset-
tling their defensive star David
Alaba, Bayern Munich have sent

- ’\\
journalists a statement saying
that swapping their star for
Manchester City’s Leroy
l‘,l H :1. Sane is “rubbish”. Sane has
- been watched by Bayern

=

scouts for 12 months but the
. 24year-old has been out of
action for the past few months
because of injury. Sane played for
German team Schalke before his
move to City for £46.5million. Bay-
ern’s team boss told us this week,
“I would like to say very clearly that
swapping the two players is not an
option for Bayern at all, we are not
in the bazaar.”
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Silverstone, F1to decide whether race can go ahead by the end of April

BY ANDREW BENSONY/ Silverstone and Formula 1say

they have until the end of April to decide whether the

British Grand Prix can be held as planned on July 17-19.
The global coronavirus crisis has already forced the

first eight F1races of the season to be called off.
Silverstone is among the next group under threat.

A joint statement said Silverstone and F1 were ‘in

close dialogue’ on the feasibility of going ahead on

the original date.

It comes as Wimbledon is widely expected to call
off its tennis grand slam in July. The British Grand
Prix statement said: “We fully appreciate that oth-
er UK sporting events in July have taken decisions
regarding their events, but it is important to highlight
that their logistics and sporting arrangements differ

from Silverstone's.

"Therefore, our timeline gives us until the end of

ate authorities.”

April to make a final decision. The safety of our fans,
colleagues and the F1community will be our priority
and we will continue to engage with the appropri-

The season-opening Australian Grand Prix was called
off on the Friday of the race weekend last month with
all the teams in situ in Melbourne after a McLaren em-
ployee tested positive for coronavirus.

The postponement of the following Bahrain and Viet-

namese Grands Prix came later that day, to bring an end
to the first four long-haul races after the Chinese race
was the first to be postponed in February.

Since then, the Dutch, Spanish, Monaco and Azerbai-
jan Grands Prix have also been called off. Only Monaco
has been cancelled; all the others hope to reclaim dates

in a revamped schedule later in the year once racing can

start again following the lifting of travel restrictions.

Red Bull advisor
Helmut Marko
speaks to the
media

/ REUTERS
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Makoto Noji, head of bureau of culture and sports for Fukushima government with Tokyo 2020 COO Yukihiko
Nunomura during an official Olympic flame ‘handover ceremony' in Fukushima, Japan / REUTERS

Mixed reactions

Hope and confusion for athletes over qualifying for Games

BY STEVE KEATING/The decision
to delay the Tokyo Olympics by a
year is sparking both anxiety and
hope among the world’s athletes as
the coronavirus pandemic adds to
confusion over who might qualify
for the Games, now in 2021.

Legal experts warned of a Pan-
dora’s Box of messy legal challeng-
es from athletes in the lead-up to
the Games, as sporting bodies con-
sider tweaks to qualifying criteria
that could impact who gets in and
who misses out.

“I'm sure there will be additions/
subtractions,” said USA Basketball
chief communications officer Craig
Miller about the names on Ameri-
ca’s ‘Dream Team’ list.

“For example, I could see Zion
Williamson being considered if
he stays healthy and continues his
strong play,” he said of the first
overall pick in the 2019 National
Basketball Association draft who
plays for the New Orleans Pelicans.

The International Golf Fed-

eration will use world rankings
to determine the Olympic field.
Those could look very different
in a year from now, potentially
opening the door for Tiger Woods,
who missed much of the season
with back issues.

The International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) has said that 57% of
athletes who had already qualified
for the 2020 Tokyo Games would
keep their spots in 2021.

But after first enduring the emo-
tional grinder of not knowing if
the 2020 Games would go ahead
as planned or how to prepare,
for the nearly 5,000 athletes who
have not earned their place the
cancellation of the global sports
calendar threatens to disrupt the
qualifying process late into the
year and beyond.

With pools, tracks and training
facilities shut, along with wide-
spread self-isolation orders around
the globe, many sports federations
were unable to provide a clear pic-

ture of what qualifying will look
like. Some issues are logistical, like
those facing USA swimming and
gymnastics, which may have to se-
cure new Olympic trial venues.

Others are less straightforward.
To book a ticket to Tokyo, many
athletes must still meet Olym-
pic standards and/or accumulate
enough ranking points in qualify-
ing competitions to be eligible for
selection. But the opportunities
to do so could be severely limited
by the pandemic.

That, warns attorney Howard
Jacobs, who has represented cy-
clist Floyd Landis and sprinters
Marion Jones and Tim Montgom-
ery, could lead to a slew of litiga-
tion. “There are a number of ways
that challenges can be brought,”
Jacobs told Reuters.

“Let’s say a U.S. athlete who
qualified in the marathon at the
Olympic trials in February... say
they don’t run the standard under
the new window,” he said.

Woods and Mickelson agree to
play in coronavirus relief match

BY FRANK PINGUE / Tiger Woods and
Phil Mickelson will play a coronavirus
relief golf match next month with
Super Bowl-winning quarterbacks
Tom Brady and Peyton Manning,
according to CNBC.

The report, which sourced an
unnamed person familiar with the
negotiations, said the charity match
would be held at an undisclosed
location without fans andis be-
ing organised by the PGA Tour and
AT&T's WarnerMedia.

The negotiations are still being fi-
nalised but the match pitting 15-times
major champion Woods and Manning
against five-times major winner
Mickelson and Brady could be aired on

live TV andis unlikely to be featured on
pay-per-view, the report said.

"Discussions along these lines have
been ongoing for quite some time, but
nothing has been approved by the
tour,"” the PGA Tour said in a statement.

A matchup featuring two of the
most famous golfers of their era and
two of the all-time greatest NFL
quarterbacks would be arare sporting
event during the coronavirus pan-
demic which has brought the sporting
world to a halt.

The event will feature a small
production crew to filmit and each
individual will obey the social-distanc-
ing recommendations to stay six-feet
apart, the report said.

England boss Jones signs deal
through to the 2023 World Cup

BY CHRIS JONES / Eddie Jones
has agreed a contract extension to
coach England through to the Rug-
by World Cup in Francein 2023.

The 60-year-old's current con-
tract was due to expirein August
2021, but he had been set for a new
deal since leading England to the
World Cup final last year. Jones has
a 78% winratio since taking the role
at the end of 2015.

"Wehave agreat teamandlam
excited about raising the standards
again," Jones said.

The timing of the announcement
comes in the midst of the corona-
virus crisis, with many at the RFU
and in the wider rugby community
fearing for their futures.

England head
coach Eddie
Jones during a
training session
/ REUTERS
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My thoughts and those of all of
us at the RFU are with everyone
impacted by Covid-19, both across
the country at large but also within
our own rugby union community. In
exceptionally difficult times, we are
pleased to be sharing some good
news," said RFU chief execu-
tive Bill Sweeney.

Jones added: “The extensioniis
a great honour for me, butin the
current environment, it is only right
to acknowledge what a difficult time
the worldis facing.”

"We are all looking forward to
atime when we can get back to
playing rugby and use the sport as
aforce for good in bringing people
back together.”
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No agreement yet

English football bodies fail to reach agreement on players’ pay cut

Tottenham
Hotspur's

Serge Aurier

and Gedson
Fernandes during
a training session
/REUTERS

LONDON/ Talks between the Pre-
mier League and the PFA players
union over potential wage cuts or
deferrals, due to the coronavirus
stoppage, failed to reach an agree-
ment on Wednesday, the organisa-
tions said in a joint statement.
Senior representatives from the
Professional Footballers’ Associ-
ation (PFA), the Premier League,
the EFL (Football League) and
the League Managers Association
(LMA) discussed several issues aris-
ing from the pandemic and said
they would continue talks.
Tottenham Hotspur’s decision to
impose a 20% wage reduction on
550 non-playing staff and moves
by Newcastle United and Norwich
City to use the UK government’s
furlough scheme— meaning public
money would be used to pay their

employees—has prompted some
sharp criticism.

“No decisions were taken today,
with discussions set to continue in
the next 48 hours with a focus on
several high-profile matters, includ-
ing player wages and the resump-
tion of the 2019/20 season,” the or-
ganisations said in their statement.

Reports on Wednesday indicated
that the PFA had sent an email to
all its members asking them not to
sign an agreement with their clubs
about wage cuts or deferrals with-
out consulting with the union.

The PFA did not provide a com-
ment when contacted about the
issue by Reuters. While the union
looks for a collective agreement,
Premier League side Bournemouth
said on Wednesday that the club’s
chief executive Neill Blake, first-

team technical director Richard
Hughes, manager Eddie Howe and
assistant manager Jason Tindall
had all taken “significant, volun-
tary pay cuts for the entirety of this
uncertain time”.

The decision of clubs to seek
help from government funds to
pay staff, while their top stars con-
tinue to earn lucrative salaries, has
led some to question the moral
status of the game. Julian Knight,
a lawmaker from the governing
Conservative Party, who is chair of
the Department for Digital, Cul-
ture, Media & Sport Committee in
the British parliament, has con-
demned such moves. “It sticks in
the throat,” said Knight.

“This exposes the crazy econom-
ics in English football and the moral
vacuum at its centre.”
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Champions League, Europa
delayed until further notice

UEFA President
Aleksander
Ceferin during a
press conference
/REUTERS

LONDON /Uefa bowed to the
inevitable on Wednesday and
suspended all Champions League
and Europa League soccer matches
‘until further notice’ due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

European soccer's governing
body also said all national team
games scheduled for June have
been postponed, including playoff
matches for Euro 2020, which has
been moved to 2021.

The finals of Europe’s elite Cham-
pions League competition, second-ti-
er Europa League and Women's
Champions League, all of which
were scheduled for May, had already
been postponed.

While most leagues in Europe hope
to finish their domestic seasons once
restrictions on movement and social
contact are lifted, UEFA president
Aleksander Ceferin said last week the
season could be lost if the play does
not start by the end of June.

Wednesday's video conference call
of Uefa's 55 member associations
included a broad-ranging discussion
on the crisis and what options might
face the game in the coming weeks.

A source, who was part of the call,
said while no decisions were taken,
given the lack of certainty over the
timeframe for the pandemic the un-
derstanding was that the longer the
delay, the more the priority would fall
on completing domestic seasons.

One possibility on the table at
Uefa, in case of along delay into the
summer, is to complete the European
club competitions with a mini-tour-
nament, such as a ‘final four'.

Uefa's executive committee also
decided to give clubs more time to
complete the club licensing paper-
work for next season and suspended
the provisions that demand clubs
provide future financial information.

Bournemouth's
Callum Wilson

in action with
Liverpool's Virgil
van Dijk
/REUTERS

Bournemouth officials take pay cuts, staff furloughed

BY ROHITH NAIR / Bournemouth
have furloughed staff while top exec-
utives and coaches have taken volun-
tary pay cuts to help ease the financial
impact of the coronavirus crisis on
the south-coast side, the Premier
League club said on Wednesday.

The Premier League season has
been suspended until at least April 30
due to the pandemic and clubs across
the country have been hit by signifi-
cant losses in match-day revenue.

Newcastle United put non-playing
staff onleave and instructed employ-
ees to apply for the government's
newly-created coronavirus job
retention scheme and Bournemouth

said they had to take similar drastic
measures to protect the club's future.

"“The club's chief executive Neill
Blake, first team technical director
Richard Hughes, manager Eddie Howe
and assistant manager Jason Tindall
have all taken significant, voluntary
pay cuts for the entirety of this
uncertain time," Bournemouth said
ina statement.

"We have also advised a number of
staff across all areas of the club that
they will be temporarily furloughed, as
aresult of the ongoing pandemic.”

Bournemouth said the furloughed
employees, many of whom have been
affected by the stadium's closure,

would be on leave for at least three
weeks under the government's coro-
navirus job retention scheme.

British finance minister Rishi
Sunak announced earlier this month
that furloughed workers can claim
80% of their wages up to 2,500
pounds ($3,099) per month as
part of the scheme.

"Furloughed staff will continue to
have their benefits — including pen-
sion contributions — paid by the club,”
Bournemouth added.

The club said it was committed to
"'topping up each furloughed employ-
ee's wages to 100%" while reclaiming
80% from the government's scheme.
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Fernandes transforms United

How ‘Portuguese magnifico' has helped turn the tide at Old Trafford two months after switch

BY SHAMOON HAFEZ / BBC
When Bruno Fernandes lifted
his finger to his lips to ‘shush’
Pep Guardiola at Old Trafford,
he became an instant hero for
Manchester United supporters.

The Portuguese midfielder
has made an immediate impact
both on and off the pitch for
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side,
who are unbeaten since his
arrival from Sporting Lisbon for
£47m (Shé.1bn) in the January
transfer window.

Despite playing just nine games
and seeing big-name players
such as Radamel Falcao, Angel
di Maria and Alexis Sanchez fail
to make an impression before
him, Fernandes has already been
touted as the club’s best signing
since the retirement of Sir Alex
Ferguson in 2013.

The unexpected break in the
season due to the coronavirus
crisis has halted what was
impressive form for Fernandes,
alongside an upturn in results for
United heading into the business
end of the campaign.

Indeed Fernandes has already
endeared himself enough
to the Old Trafford faithful
that he already had a terraces
song in his name.

“Bruno, Bruno, Bruno, he’s
from Sporting like Cristiano. He
goes left, he goes right, makes
defences look *rubbish*, he’s our
Portuguese magnifico.”

And while Fernandes has made
an impact with supporters, it’s on
the pitch where he’s making the
biggest waves.

In January, United had
suffered demoralising back-to-
back defeats against Liverpool
and Burnley to once again raise
questions  about  Solskjaer’s
suitability in one of the biggest
jobs in world football.

Manchester
United's Bruno
Fernandesin
action against
Manchester
City's llkay
Gundogan and
Rodri
/REUTERS
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But the Norwegian and his Red
Devils were a team transformed
since a deal for Fernandes was
completed on January 27 to bring
an end to a prolonged transfer
saga that had started last summer.

In Portugal, Fernandes was
the stand-out player for the last
two seasons, winning the player
of the year on each occasion, as
well as the Portuguese Cup and
the Portuguese League Cup twice
with Sporting.

He scored 39 goals and provided
28 assists — no player had more
goal involvements — and his 239
chances created was 25 clear of
the next best, Alex Telles of Porto.

Since the start of February
until the season was stopped,
United had won six games and
drawn three, scored 22 goals
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and conceded just twice while
keeping seven clean sheets.

In that time, they cut the deficit
to fourth-placed Chelsea to three
points, progressed to the quarter-
finals of the FA Cup and the last-
16 of the Europa League.

Fernandes himself was directly
involved in five leagues goal —
scoring twice and providing three
assists — with no player in the
English top-flight contributing
more during that period and
capping off his first month by
winning the Premier League’s
player of the month award.

“He has settled in great. History
tells you that bringing in new
signings from different leagues
in January it is hard to know how
they are going to settle,” said
United coach Michael Carrick.
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“Is it going to be straight away
or are they going to need some
time? Certainly Bruno has fitted
in great on the pitch and is as
important around the pitch in the
dressing room. He has got a real
presence about him and the lads
have taken to him well.

“More importantly he has lifted
the standard and the spirit within
the squad as well.”

Standout moments include
his perfectly-weighted chipped
pass to allow Anthony Martial to
volley home the opening goal in
the 2-0 win over Manchester City
in the last league game, while
he converted nerveless penalties
against Watford and Club Bruges.

And his silencing of City boss
Guardiola during the derby was
one United fans particularly

enjoyed, being made into a meme
on social media with Fernandes
explaining that ‘at the moment,
he did not deserve my respect’.

The 25-year-old’s all-round
ability has the Old Trafford
faithful reminiscing of the
demand and desire of Roy Keane,
the vision and passing ability
of Paul Scholes, and the touch
and class of Eric Cantona — his
team-mates have been suitably
impressed, being on the receiving
end of the standards he expects.

After the 1-1 draw against
Everton, in which he scored a
long-range drive, a report said
that while most of his team-mates
felt a point at Goodison Park was
not a bad result, Fernandes told
them they should be ‘mad’ at
failing to win.

Skipper Harry Maguire
described Fernandes as someone
‘with a big personality and aura
around him’, former striker
Dimitar Berbatov said: “United
look a different team with him”,
while compatriot Diogo Dalot,
who drives Fernandes into
training every day, boldly claimed
he will go on to be a club ‘legend’.

Alongside academy graduates

including striker Mason
Greenwood and full-back
Brandon Williams, who have

both broken through this season,
Fernandes may well form a
central part of the team for
years to come.

“To play for United, you have
to deal with it, you have got to
be mentally able to cope,” said
Carrick. “There is certainly that
expectation — that is standard

and comes with it. That is
just how it is.”

The early signs are that
Fernandes is carrying the

weight of expectation without
too much strain.

Irritated Ajax want Dutch league called off

BY AMSTERDAM /Ajax Amsterdam
technical director Marc Overmars
on Wednesday expressed
astonishment at plans to try to
complete the Dutch league season
and compared the country's
football association and Uefa

to Donald Trump.

His irritated reaction came after
the Dutch football association
(KNVB) issued a statement saying
it would follow Uefa's direction
to attempt to finish the season
suspended due to the coronavirus
outbreak by Aug. 3.

"Why would it be about money
and not people's well-being at
this time? | had hoped that the
KNVB would take an independent
decision, but they are now hiding
behind Uefa," Overmars told Dutch
daily De Telegraaf.

The KNVB was among 55
members of European football's
governing body who on Wednesday
discussed possible next steps for
football on the continent following
the devastating impact of the
coronavirus pandemic.

The KNVB issued a statement
saying it would follow Uefa's
desire to try and complete the
season, even if it meant re-
starting the suspended campaign
in mid-June and playing through
into August. "I have alot of
difficulties understanding that,"”
Overmars said.

“We in the Netherlands are not
as dependent on television rights
incomes as the leagues in Spain,
England, Italy and Germany are.

“I think that they had been put
under big pressure by Uefa to

continue playing at whatever cost,”
added the former Barcelona and
Arsenal winger.

“I'm comparing the KNVB and
Uefa with the sentiments of
American president Donald Trump
a week ago when he thought the
economy was more important
than the coronavirus. “Hallo! There
are more than 100 people dying
daily in the Netherlands because
of coronavirus.”

Overmars said this season's
Dutch league should be declared
finished. "The league is dead, life is
more important.”

The league was suspended
last month with Ajax top of the
standings on goal difference from
AZ Alkmaar with nine matches
each left to play. Ajax were
champions last season.
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Ajax’ Amsterdam players celebrate during a recent match/REUTERS
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Ndiku says postponement of Olympicsis
a blessing as he has just resumed training

BY STEFFANY NDEI/ Caleb Ndiku Mwan-
gangi seems to be sitting pretty after the
2020 Tokyo Olympics were postponed
as he seeks to return to the track at
the biggest stage.

Having won numerous accolades in the
1,500m and 5,000m at both continental
and global levels, Ndiku is still thirsty for
the elusive Olympic medal.

“I want that Olympic gold medal. That is
what [ am missing in my career,” he said.

The postponement, according to him,
was complete blind luck as he had just re-
sumed training with the competition being
his sole focus.

The 28-year-old reckons he got his ath-
letic prowess from his late father, who
was a javelin thrower. However, it was his
mother who saw the star in him long be-
fore others would and encouraged him to
venture into the sport.

And even amidst discouragement and
doubts during his formative years and be-
ing taunted that people from Ukambani do
not flourish in athletics, Ndiku pushed on
to become a household name.

Starting as a basketball player at Kyanguli
High School, Ndiku was encouraged by one
of his school coaches to take up athletics
and went on to represent the region at the
national championships in 2007.

In 2008, he joined an athletics academy
in Machakos, under the tutelage of his then
coach Paul Mutwii, the Athletics Kenya vice
president in charge of competitions. Due
to his fervour for greatness, Ndiku end-
ed up getting injured because of pushing
himself too hard.

“I was pushing myself too hard yet my
body could not handle the pressure since I
was still young,” he said.

His first disappointment as a profes-
sional athlete, however, did not happen on
the track. He was left out of a squad that
was to travel to Ethiopia for the 2008 Af-
rican Championships, a move he says was
purely political.

“I went back home and decided not
to venture in athletics anymore. I even
stopped training,” he said.

The disappointment, however, became
his fuel ahead of the of the 2009 World
Youth Championships in Brixen, Italy. With
a point to prove, he outdid everyone in
the qualifiers.

“I ran while angry and I knew I had to
win to ensure that if they decide to cut me
off again, they will be dropping the winner
at the trials,” he said.

In Brixen, he ran 3:38.42 in the 1,500m
race to win a silver medal, behind
Gideon Mageka.

However, Ndiku could not hide his
frustrations after missing out on the ti-
tle and just broke down in tears after the
medal ceremony.

“I went behind the podium and cried.
Silver was not what I wanted,” he said.

In 2010, he ventured into a speciality that
no one predicted he would dominate, cross
country. However, he went on to win a gold
medal in the junior race at the 2010 World
Cross Country Championship in Poland,
becoming the only such winner
from his Ukambani region. He went =
on to win the 1500m title at the
World Junoir Championships in
Moncton, Canada in 2010, which

earned him a contract with Nike. \‘,“:

‘The Buffalo’ as he is fondly referred
to, due to his ‘hands over the head’ cele-
brations, went on to win conquer All-Afri-
ca Games in 2011 and African Champion-
ships in 2012 in the 1,500m speciality.

In his concession, 2013 was the worst
year of his career despite running 3:29.50,
a personal best, in Monaco.

His goal was to qualify for the World
Championships in Russia, which he did,
but claims, he was unfairly left out.

But the best was yet to come as he won
every possible race in 2014, clinching the
3,000m gold medal at the World Indoor
Championships, 5,000m at the Common-
wealth Games, 5,000m at African Champi-
onship and same race in Diamond League.

He also won the Continental Cup in
3,000m. His heroics saw him win the Safa-
ricom Sports Person of the Year award.

Now he is keen to clinch the elusive
Olympic title. He ran at the 2016 Olympics
but finished a disappointing 18th because
of a nagging back injury and left leg that
has troubled him to date.

Ndiku is working on building a basket-
ball court for the youth in Machakos, a
sport he terms as his first love.

He plans to venture into coaching ath-
letes when he retires but concedes his fate
is not sealed until he douses his thirst for
an Olympic medal.

Having come up against one of the best
athletes in the world, Ndiku reveals the
toughest runner he ever ran against was
Bernard Lagat of the United States, terming
him very technical.

And if the dreams of representing Kenya
in the Olympics come to pass, the Buffalo
reveals he will don his signature look of dy-
ing his hair. “Of course I will dye it. That is
my brand,” he says.

And citing mental strength as his forte,
he might as well pull one of the biggest
comebacks in Kenya’s athletics.
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HOW COVID-19
DEFLATED BBI

WITH POLITICIANS NOW THINKING MORE ABOUT PERSONAL SAFETY
AND SURVIVAL RATHER THAN 2022 POLITICS, EVERY KEY PLAYER HAS
BEEN STOPPED IN THEIR TRACKS
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How Covid-19 fever has

With politicians now
thinking more about
personal safety and
survival rather than
2022 politics, every key

player has been stopped |

in their tracks by the
coronavirus pandemic
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JAMES MBAKA

@0nchiriMbaka
Senior political
reporter

hen we used to talk

about fever and high

temperature, it used

to mean the political
fever that had infected the country
over 2022 succession politics.

Today, fever means only one thing:
coronavirus.

The coronavirus pandemic has
completely deflated 2022 succession
politics that had reached a crescendo
with the highly charged Building
Bridges Initiative campaigns, now
gone silent.

With every politician thinking
more about his or her personal
safety and survival rather than 2022,
every key player has been stopped
dead in their tracks by the virus. A
good political leader today one who
supplies relief food and water and
cooperates with rivals to help people
instead of ranting against adversar-
ies to elevate themselves.

Politicians and analysts admit
succession games plans have been
thrown into limbo with their imple-
mentation remaining just on paper
amid uncertainty on execution.

The uncertainty about the pan-
demic has also favoured and dis-
advantaged some political players.
President Uhuru Kenyatta is seen to
be in a strong position to exploit the
Iull and possibly craft a succession
masterstroke.

“The coronavirus pandemic has
not only shifted the goalposts but
also favoured and disfavoured key
layers in the succession matrix,”
political analyst Javas Bigambo told
the Star.

Bigambo said everyone who had
their eyes trained on 2022 succes-
sion have been disoriented as no one
knows when it will pass.

“Looking at how quiet the politi-
cal scene is, now everybody is think-
ing about safety and survival and not
about 2022. Nobody can sprint now,”
Bigambo noted.

While the BBI train appeared
to have offered leading political
lights a way to ramp up their 2022
momentum the virus has halted
that train.

“The country is united to fighting
a common enemy-coronavirus. The
impact of this global pandemic on
our local ecosystem cannot be over-
emphasised. It is expected to cause

66

DIDMAS BARASA

When nobody knows
when the disease
would be defeated,
we can’t even talk
about holding a
referendum this year.
The pandemic would
crash our economy
completely. Where will
the funds come from
when the economy
would be bleeding

serious disruptions in the political
terrain,” former Kitutu Masaba MP
Timothy Bosire told the Star.

Bosire, who is ODM national
treasurer, warned that the politics
would remain in a hiatus as long as
the coronavirus pandemic rags and
Kenya awaits its full impact.

“The political consequences of
Covid-19 ars massive. The disease
has put every political player on
their back foot,” he said.

With the government unveiling
tough social distancing measures
to contain the virus, political an-
tagonists have withdrawn their
bare-knuckle assaults.

Political bigwigs have exited the
national scene and retreated to
self-quarantine over the Covid-19
scare.

This quiet in the eye of the storm
follows months of no-holds-barred
tackles that had threatened Presi-
dent Kenyatta and opposition chief
Raila Odinga’s unity agenda.

The forced ‘political quarantine’

Deputy
President Wi-
lliam Ruto and
ODM leader
Raila Odinga du-
ring the National
Prayers against
the coronavirus
pandemic at
State House,
Nairobi, on March
21/PScu
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has lowered temperatures among
rivals even as President Kenyatta’s
administration directs energies to
fight the Covid-19 pandemic.virus.

BBI TRAIN

Initially, the BBI train that was hur-
tling across the country under Rai-
la’s captainship had triggered an ag-
gressive 2022 succession battle that
has also widened cracks within the
National Executive.

Deputy President William Ruto
was isolated in his own government
with Raila taking up an informal yet
strategic position within the exec-
utive.

Raila’s larger-than-life stature in
the Jubilee government thrust him
right into the heart of the presiden-
tial succession politics, to the cha-
grin of Deputy President William
Ruto’s camp.

As the ODM leader launched an
aggressive attack targeting Ruto and
his allies, the DP rolled up his sleeves
and went on an aggressive charm
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offensive with grassroots tours to
counter the BBI Juggernaut.

On Wednesday, Bigambo ampli-
fied his view that the DP’s scheme
to get public sympathy and turn the
tables against Raila on the BBI pro-
cess had been badly upended.

With the Covid-19 fear every-
where, the DP can no longer pro-
ceed with his packed countrywide
rallies to preach his gospel against
Raila. Social distancing for personal
survival versus political survival.

“The momentum Ruto had sus-
tained has hit a wall. He cannot
move to marshal his grassroots sup-
port,” he said adding that the BBI
project had reached its peak before
the reggae was stopped in Nakuru.

He added, “The Nakuru meeting
could have been en very critical. The
President could have faced some
kind of humiliation in Nakuru, given
how the Kalenjin nation was gearing
up for the meeting.”

The Nakuru rally had been seen as
the ultimate test for the unity agenda

THE-STAR.CO.KE

spearheaded by the President and
Raila, given that the meeting was
to be held right in Ruto’s backyard.

Political analyst and United
States University professor Mach-
aria Munene told the Star that the
Covid-19 pandemic has “significant-
ly disrupted the country’s succes-
sion politics.”

“The pandemic will derail and
disrupt a lot of political expecta-
tions, reggae has been stopped by
the coronavirus,” he said.

The political and diplomacy pro-
fessor said the coronavirus crisis
could have also created its own
heroes that might spring up and
squeeze themselves right into the
succession politics.

“Crises and opportunities create
their won heroes, Mutahi Kagwe is
the current hero. He is now the most
prominent position other than the
President,” the professor said.

Reports that the government
has already diverted up to Sh 8 bil-
lion-the balance in the Shil billion
BBI fund kitty-to the fight against
Coronavirus, signals an end to the
BBI campaigns across the country.

The reallocation of the money
would be a major blow to the BBI
proponents, with the constitutional
change campaign having been seen
as the main argument of the 2022
succession battle.

“The crisis has made money less
available than it was before. There
is no money to do BBI things. How
long this crisis stretches will de-
termine the level of disruption,”
Munene said.

Central Organisation of Trade
Unions secretary general Francis
Atwoli admitted that the coronavi-
rus has far-reaching political and
economic implications.

Atwoli, who had become a key
figure in the BBI process, said the
country’s focus has now shifted
to tackling coronavirus because it
threatens the survival of Kenyans.

“The current situation paints a
grim picture. There is no reason
to talk about politics and then end
up being wiped out by the disease.
It is important we first join hands
to address this common enemy so
that if we live tomorrow we would
have an opportunity to talk poli-
tics,” he said.

He said the pandemic has equal-
ised all Kenyans and the fiery, vocal
politicians have gone into hiberna-
tion.

“Even those who have stashed
a lot of money can not spend that
money now because even hotels
where they used to go to have fun
have been closed down, he added.

Political analyst Felix Odhiambo
told the Star that the coronavirus is
a double-edged sword that has taken
the country by storm.

“No political player would be
spared by the virus. It is back to
square one for all the key political
players,” he said.

Odhiambo said while the
Covid-19 pandemic would herald a
paradigm shift in the political scene,

flated feverish politics

it would also affect both short-term
and long-term “political schemes.”
“Social distancing has really af-
fected any possibility of conduct-
ing meetings to execute strategies.
The disruption in terms of political
strategies is far-reaching,” he noted.
The uncertainty surrounding the
disease could further throw the po-
litical arena into h the Doldrums.
The deadline given by the Presi-
dent for the BBI team to submit its
final report appears to be evaporat-
ing in the pandemic, as well as a
referendum.
This means that the clamour for a
constitutional change this year may
be derailed further given that most

Entertainment
joints to close by
7:30pm starting

Monday 23

County governments
to prioritize garbage
collection,
cleanliness of
markets

Factories ashed to
operate on 24 -hour
system with staff
rotation

14 seater
matatu to carry
maximum 8
PASSENPErs

30 seater and above to
maintain 60 percent
maximum
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national resources have been redi-
rected to fighting Covid-19.

“When nobody knows when
the disease would be defeated, we
can’t even talk about holding a ref-
erendum this year. The pandemic
would crash our economy com-
pletely. Where will the funds come
from when the economy would be
bleeding?” asked Kimilili MP Did-
mas Barasa.

The BBI proponents had been
pushing for a referendum this year
to overhaul the country’s gover-
nance structure. Raila is pushing
for a parliamentary system with a
strong Executive prime minister —
which Ruto opposes.

NEW MEASURES IMPOSED
BY GOVERNMENT TO TAME
SPREAD OF COVID-19

Open air
markets to

be disinfected
regularly

Supermarkets to
limit number

of shoppers

Corporations,priv
ate enterprises

encouraged to
allow employess

work from home

People asked to stay
at home unless on
essential business

25 seater matatu to carry
maximum 15 passengers

SGH commter train
gervices to maintain 60
percent maximum



04

POLITICS FRUITLESS PROGESS?

THE-STAR.CO.KE

Friday-Sunday | April 3-5,2020

Brutality still plagues the police
‘service’ despite years of reform

Women, some carrying babies, young men returning home from work, stranded commuters
and journalists alike were roughed up and beaten, calling into question the fruits of the reforms
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GORDON OSEN

@TheStarKenya
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our website.
Scan this quick
response code
using your
smartphone.

he fatal shooting of a 13-year-
old Yassin Hussein Moyo
and the cruel enforcement
of curfew have exposed the
brutality that still ill dog the police,
despite years of attempted reforms.

Yassin was on the family balcony
in Huruma, Nairobi, when he was
shot apparently by the officers who
were enforcing the 7pm-5am curfew
imposed to curb the spread of the
coronavirus. They had spotted some
suspicious youths past curfew and
fired indiscriminately, a source told
the Star. Yassin was struck.

Meantime, images and clips of po-
lice beating and whipping harmless
and helpless Kenyans flooded the
social media and TV channels on
Friday.

On Wednesday President Uhuru
Kenyatta apologised for police ex-
cesses. “I want to apologise to all
Kenyans, maybe for some excess-
es which were conducted or hap-
pened,” Uhuru said during a video
call with Covid-19 survivors.

There have been three curfew
deaths since President Kenyatta
declared the dusk-to-dawn curfew
after it became apparent that most
Kenyans were not observing social
distancing as directed.

But in what triggered a trauma-
tising reminder of brute police force
quelling anti-state riots during the
2007-08 elections, the officers beat
up anyone and everyone who came
their way past 7pm -and some be-
fore 7pm.

Women, some carrying babies,
young men returning home from
work, stranded commuters and
journalists alike were roughed up,
calling into question the success of
the vaunted reforms underway in
the National Police Service — a ser-
vice on paper but a force in action.

However, National Police Service
spokesman Charles Owino said the
cases of police brutality witnessed
on Friday were isolated and should
not be used to condemn the entire
service. “You don’t miss a few erratic
people. Remember our population is
over 100,000. But in the police ser-
vice, we don’t take collective respon-
sibility. Every officer takes individual
responsibility for their actions,” he
told the Star. He earlier had said the
use of batons was justified in Mom-
basa and blamed unruly Kenyans
in large part.

Police boss Hillary Mutyambai
is yet to speak about the brutality,
only saying he has directed the Di-
rectorate of Criminal Investigation
to inquire into the killing of Yassin.

The government and internation-
al donors have pumped billions of
shillings into NPS reforms since the
2007-08 post-election violence.

US Ambassador Kyle McCarter re-

cently told the Star that his country
has donated more than over Sh600
million in the years to the police re-
form project.

The country enacted reform
frameworks to change the internal
operations and the external image of
the police force, who were accused
of brutality over many years,

The 2010 Constitution created an
independent office of the Inspector
General of Police and two deputies
to replace the commissioner of po-
lice. It also created the Independent
Policing Oversight Authority (IPOA).

The IG and the DIGs were expect-
ed to have a free hand disciplining
errant officers, and reshuffling,
among other steps to run the en-
visaged burnished service.

The office of the Directorate of
Police Reforms was created and
domiciled in the Office of Inspector
General to spearhead transformative
changes. The office is charged with
mobilising resources from state and
non-state actors.

The Constitution also created the
National Police Service Commission,
an independent institution to deal
with the welfare of police officers
and oversee the reforms.

The first commission under the
chairmanship of Johnston Kavuludi
vetted top officers for suitability and
integrity. A number were sent home
in the cleanup.

Further, the Constitution created
the Independent Policing Oversight
Authority, a civilian institution to
check the excess of police officers.

The government further embarked
on improving the welfare of the of-
ficers. Medical cover, house allow-
ances and professionalism training,
among others have been introduced.
The officers were ordered out of the
police line to live among civilians
and protect them. The Kenya Police

and the Administration Police have
also been merged and placed under
the single command of the IG.

Their uniforms have also been
changed to a bright non-militaristic
and non-threatening blue.

With all these reforms, it was
expected that the officers would
be more humane, respect human
rights, and be considerate when ap-
plying force on the unarmed, already
economically and socially trauma-
tised populace.

COLLAPSE OF REFORMS
International Center for Peace and
Conflict executive director Ndung’'u
Wainaina said the reforms were de-
veloped with the conviction that the
continued mistrust that communi-
ties harbour against the Police Ser-
vice portends a breakdown of law
and order in the long run.

“Police reforms in Kenya col-
lapsed. Police throughout the coun-
try have remained highly politicised.
Police are not really protecting the
people, they are still obsessed with
protecting the rulers and safeguard-
ing their interests,” Wainaina said.

Security expert George Musamali
also observed that the much-touted
reforms have failed due to political
interference.

Musamali said the introduction of
the “draconian” security laws that
took away the independence of the
IG and the powers of the National
Police Service marked the end of the
envisioned reforms.

“There are no police reforms to
talk about. I think we started very
well, then everything collapsed. We
went 10 steps ahead and now we are
five steps back,” he said.

“There is a lot of political interfer-
ence in the manner in which the po-
lice are operating. We had given the
IG independence, tenure of office,

A police
officer whips
a pedestrian
on March 27
in Nairobi /
FREDRICK
OMONDI

including the deputy IGs. And then
we went to Parliament with security
laws in 2016 and diluted all of them,”
Musamali said.

However, police spokesman Ow-
ino said the service has seen “tre-
mendous transformation” since the
reforms were introduced soon after
the 2007 elections.

“The police reform agenda has
achieved a lot. Policemen are now
going about their business in a better
way. After 2007-08 elections, there
was a need to change a lot in gov-
ernment, including the police,” the
spokesperson said.

He said the incidents of police
excess were isolated cases, noting
that the few errant officers who
were captured on camera battering
Kenyans should not be a basis for
blanket condemnation. He said they
will take individual responsibility.”

He likened the NPS to a family
whose father, a bishop, raises chil-
dren who sometimes end up being
serial smokers, thieves or pastors.

“There is no difference between
the police, as an institution, and a
family where you find your father
is a bishop, you are five children,
one drinks, another one smokes,
but they are both brought up by the
same parent. It does not mean that
you will go back to the bishop and
ask him how he has brought up the
children,” he said.

IPOA commissioner Doreen
Muthaura concurs with Owino’s
sentiments, saying that 95 per cent
of officers deployed to enforce cur-
few carried out themselves with de-
corum. She said cases of brutality
were isolated and IPOA has already
taken up some of them.

“The officers conducted them-
selves 95 per cent the way it was
supposed to be. Mombasa was a
case that was special where a Na-
tion photojournalist was brutalised,”
she said.

She disclosed that the authority
was already investigating the killing
of the 13-year-old boy and the beat-
ing of civilians at the Likoni channel
in Mombasa.

“Reforms of police are making
good progress. [POA is following
other cases. Where are the cases
that we have forwarded to the DPP?
Let’s not be pessimistic, let’s be an
optimist about the reforms in the
NPS,” she said.

Demas Kiprono, a human rights
lawyer and campaign manager at
Amnesty International, said despite
the considerable effort in reforming
the police, it has remained “a force
beholden to the regime [rather than]
a professional force, accountable and
human rights-compliant service
guided by the law and the Consti-
tution.”



Friday-Sunday | April 3-5,2020

COLUMN TRUTH-TELLING

THE-STAR.CO.KE

COViC!-'UQ
quarantine:

Did KJ lie?

."f 3

e

Dagoretti South MP made an allegation surrounding the management of the coronavirusin
Kenya and was accused of not telling the truth, spreading fear, using the wrong platforms
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own behalf

‘ What is truth?”
This question was posed
by Pontius Pilate who was a
Roman governor appointed
in 26 AD under the emperor of Ti-
berius. As the governor, Pilate had
the power of a supreme judge. This
meant that he had the sole authority
to order a criminal’s execution.

The Sanhedrin, which was an elite
club of priestly and lay Jewish elders,
had arrested Jesus during the Jewish
festival of Passover, and brought him
to Pilate. They accused him of blas-
phemy for declaring himself to be
the King of the Jews. And this allega-
tion angered them deeply for it was
considered treasonous. When Pi-
late enquired of the charges brought
against Jesus, the Sanhedrin replied
that had He not been a criminal,
they would not have charged him
in Pilate’s court. Pilate, not being a
Jew, told the Sanhedrin to take Je-
sus away and charge Him under the
Jewish laws. The Sanhedrin objected
to this and reminded Pilate that they
had no power to execute anyone.

So Pilate summoned Jesus and
asked Him if indeed He was the
King of the Jews to which Jesus re-
sponded, “You say that [ am a King.
In fact, the reason I was born and
came into the world is to testify to
the truth. Everyone on the side of
truth listens to me.

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate.
Pilate was in a crisis. He wanted to
establish the truth because he found
no basis for a charge against Jesus.

The country is in a crisis. We
are combating the global Covid-19
pandemic, which has had unprece-
dented health, social and economic
ramifications. Salient measures have
been taken to curb the spread of this

disease, and the relevant authorities
have frequently updated the nation
on the status.

However, this week, an allegation
surrounding the management of the
coronavirus in Kenya was made and
publicised on social media platforms
by Dagoretti South MP John Kiarie,
popularly known as KJ. This allega-
tion did not sit well with the team
spearheading the fight against this
pandemic, and also with many so-
cial media users. KJ was accused
of not telling the truth, spreading
fear, using the wrong platforms as
a political leader to articulate issues,
and of seeking cheap publicity and
populism.

When covertly berating KJ, Health
CS Mutahi Kagwe, told him that as
a leader, he was expected to speak
the truth.

TRUTH-TELLING

But as Pilate asked, we also ask
“What is truth?” Is it the opposite
of a lie? Is it telling half a truth?
Are some lies selfish while others
are strategic?

In politology-speak, truth-telling
is when one does their very best to
state facts as honestly as possible and
as they remember them. It recog-
nises that each of us invariably has
limited knowledge about all the
granular details of any issue. It also
presupposes that our narration of
what we consider as truth, is not
influenced by unconscious bias.
Unconscious bias are learned ste-
reotypes that are automatic, deeply
engrained within our belief system
and affect our behaviour and re-
sponses.

In contrast, deception is where
one intentionally takes steps that are

carefully designed to prevent others
from knowing the full truth about
an issue. And there are three types of
deception; lying, concealment and
spinning.

Lying is when one makes a state-
ment that he knows to be com-
pletely false. It involves inventing
statements that are trumped up to
deceive the audience hoping they
will think it is true. Lying can also
involve disingenuous arrangements
of facts to tell a lie. The intention is
to deliberately lead the audience to
a false conclusion without explicitly
stating what the conclusion is. For
example, the BBI proponents have
told us that expanding the Execu-
tive to include representation from
different tribes is the panacea to our
cyclical post-election violence. This
is a lie.

Concealment is when one omits
or withholds certain factual infor-
mation that he knows will weak-
en his narrative, but that is crucial
in assisting the audience to make
informed decisions. It consists of
willfully neglecting to provide cru-
cial information which if presented,
would change the outcome of the

LYING IS WHEN ONE MAKES A
STATEMENT THAT HE KNOWS
TOBE COMPLETELY FALSE.
ITINVOLVES INVENTING
STATEMENTS THAT ARE TRUMPED
UP TO DECEIVE THE AUDIENGE
HOPING THEY WILL THINK T IS
TRUE
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discourse, from his original intent.

For example, we were told that
transferring of some functions from
the Nairobi county to the national
government was meant to ensure
that city residents continued to
receive services, whose efficien-
cy had been compromised by the
leadership vacuum in the county’s
executive. Constitutional experts re-
buffed this explanation and called it
a flawed and legally defective hostile
takeover, while the MCAs retreated
in their bid to impeach the Governor.
This was concealment.

Spinning is exaggeration or distor-
tion, not prevarication. It is a form
of propaganda achieved through
sophisticated selling of a specific
message that is heavily biased in
favour of one’s own position, in
order to influence public opinions.
The spinner emphasises certain facts
and links them together in ways that
portray him in a positive light, or to
the intended conclusion he wants
from his listener.

The techniques involve careful
timing in delivering information,
selective presentation of facts, and
careful selection of words and
phrases meant to invoke certain an-
ticipated responses from listeners,
and exert control over a situation.

In times of crisis, press confer-
ence rooms are cynically referred
to as the “spin room”, the schedule
of briefings as the “spin cycle” and
the practitioners of the spin as “spin
doctors”. For example, in 2017, be-
fore the self-immolation of the NASA
coalition, the principals convened a
press conference where Raila posit-
ed that the cost of the SGR project
was supposed to be Sh227 billion,
but was inflated by Sh100 billion by
the Jubilee government. However,
this was soon debunked when it was
revealed that the project was esti-
mated to cost Sh340 billion, and that
the estimates were provided before
the Jubilee government assumed
power in 2013. This was spinning.

KJ told us that there are 7,000
Kenyans in quarantine who arrived
back between Wednesday and Sun-
day; and that in Dagoretti South con-
stituency, they were hosting them
in Lenana School and Kinyanjui
Technical. He also went on to give a
situational analysis on other issues
such as the adequate number of test
kits and projected positive estimates
going by global trends. In the same
breath, he also offered suggestions
in improving the management of
the Covid-19 spread such as iden-
tifying additional isolation centres,
provisions of masks and clean water,
deployment of community health
workers and legislative responses.

Begs the question, did KJ tell the
truth? And if he didn’t, did he lie,
conceal or spin the narrative? You
be the judge. How we live and die,
what and who we value, and what
we believe, is dependent on this one
question, “what is truth?”

Finally, my unsolicited advice is
to all leaders; you win by going on
the offensive. Defense only delays
your enemy. Likewise, it is a natu-
ral human reflex to hide unpleasant
information. However, great leaders
appreciate that timely truthful ad-
missions, accelerate course correc-
tions in a spiralling crisis.

You can tell a politician is lying, if
his lips are moving - Anonymous
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Cops give us far more cause
to resent than to respect them

‘Police should not be members of a disciplined hierarchy operating just at the government's
command’. In Kenya, that's just what they are, and just the way the government wants it
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enya has hit international
headlines for the wrong
reasons - again!

Police beating crowds
at the Likoni ferry. Police beating
a boda-boda rider to death. Police
shooting dead a 13-year old boy.
Within Kenya, we all know of more
examples. The Police Reform Work-
ing Group says, “We continue to re-
ceive testimonies from victims, eye-
witnesses and video footage showing
police gleefully assaulting members
of the public”.

It’s not much consolation that
similar scenes have taken place in
other countries: According to the
Guardian, “In the Philippines, police
and local officials trapped curfew
violators in dog cages, while others
were forced to sit in the midday sun
as punishment”.

And a few weeks ago, during
demonstrations against immigra-
tion laws discriminating against
Muslims, police in Delhi were filmed
viciously beating people using lathis
(long sticks very much like the ones
the Kenyan police are filmed with).
But, by killing curfew violators, or
totally innocent individuals, our po-
lice seem to have sunk to the greatest
depths.

Nor is it a great deal of use point-
ing out that the Constitution en-
visages a police service (no longer
called a “force”) that is professional,
competent, disciplined, accountable,
has integrity, respects human rights
and has a positive relationship with
the community as a whole. Indeed,
to stress this puts us in the same
class as the BBI Taskforce, constantly
harping on what we should be doing
and saying “Let’s do it”.

It is hard to imagine what is go-
ing on in the mind of a police of-
ficer who sees fit to beat a curfew
violating driver. The officer could
warn the driver, perhaps arrest or
summon him or her. But what does
the officer think is being achieved by
beating him? A citizen who realises
that there was good sense in the law
and he ought to obey it? Or a citizen
with a deep resentment against the
police and authorities?

And how does the police officer
feel about himself that night? That
he behaved like a rational being and
defended the rule of law and Kenya
against a virus? Looking at video
footage one is reminded of people
who encounter a creature that ter-
rifies them - a spider or a snake,

perhaps - and frenziedly strikeout
to destroy it, with a long stick that
enables one to keep some distance.
Maybe the police officer feels “I dealt
with a cockroach today”.

But maybe the police themselves
are also terrified of the people they
feel they are expected to control.
And of the virus they are expect-
ed to protect us from - and which
they probably understand very little
about. This, of course, offers no ex-
cuse - least of all for shooting a boy
on his family balcony.

“Policing by consent” was the ob-
jective of the first police force in the
UK in the 19th century. Interestingly
the slogan has been revived in the
last few days by a senior police of-
ficer urging mutual understanding
between police and public.

Last week, various Kenyan civ-
il society organisations issued a
statement pleading particularly for
more information. People need to
understand more about the disease,
but also more about what is being
forbidden.

The police, too need to under-
stand what is expected of them.
There were reports of the police tear-
gassing traders who went to a mar-
ket that was supposed to be closed.
But was there really at that time a
valid order to close the market? That,
of course, is apart from the question
of the necessity of using teargas. One
fears that teargas will not be some-
thing that is in short supply.

The Kenyan newspapers constant-
ly report people complaining that
they do not know anything about
the virus. Hopefully, the campaign
being conducted, at least in some

places, involving community health
workers informing the people will
help.

ACCOUNTABILITY

It is good to read on Twitter that the
Directorate of Criminal Investiga-
tions is encouraging people to report
harassment by the police at this time
(hopefully at all times). And that
the Independent Police Oversight
Authority is pursuing various cases
including those mentioned at the
beginning here, and others as well.

Good also to hear that the Pres-
ident has apologised to Kenyan for
the treatment they have been receiv-
ing at police hands.

Interesting also to read of police
officers against whom damages were
awarded, for earlier abuses of power,
appealing to the Court of Appeal. It
is important that the police realise
they have individual responsibili-
ty for their actions. As the Chair of
IPOA has said, “Following orders is
no excuse for unlawful use of force”.

HEART SEARCHING NEEDED

But the lack of respect that so of-
ten lies at the heart of the nation’s
problems must be addressed. And it
is not just the police’s lack of respect
for the public.

The current situation places the
police, along with the health service,
at the frontline. And for the police, it
is a frontline that they probably have
very little understanding of. Though
the government may perceive this
is as the law-and-order frontline
(and the Public Order Act is just
about that) from the perspective of
the police they are also the disease
frontline. If they have to break up a
gathering because it threatens the
spread of the virus, it threatens them
too. Have they been provided with
adequate training and equipment?

The Metropolitan Police Commis-
sioner (head of the London police)
was able to say, “We will also contin-

A police officer
chases amatatu
crew that flouted
the 7pm-5am
curfew along
Eastern by-pass
last Sunday
/FREDRICK
OMONDI

ue to do everything we can to keep
our staff fit and well, following the
public health guidance and equip-
ping them with protective equip-
ment where we should and can?” A
cautious statement admittedly, but
can we say the same?

In the longer term, do we give
the police the respect they need?
Efforts are being made to improve
their housing conditions. And at
least they have a job (one they are
unlikely to lose unlike so many of
their fellow citizens at this difficult
time). But those who do not feel re-
spected themselves will not respect
others.

Unfortunately, the police give us
far more cause to resent and fear
them than to respect them. It may
be something of a hangover from the
colonial era. The police were to keep
the natives under control. The notion
that government means controlling
the people has never left the psy-
che of the governing class. A former
President of the UK Supreme Court,
who publicly criticised the police
over its coronavirus over-enthusi-
asm (to use a mild term) said, “The
tradition of policing in this coun-
try is that policemen are citizens in
uniform; they are not members of a
disciplined hierarchy operating just
at the government’s command”. In
Kenya, the latter is just what they
are, and just the way the government
wants it.

Many Kenyans face a bleak pros-
pect over the next months. And this
is partly because of the national
failure to respect everyone. How is
it possible to allow a nation to get
into the situation where most people
have no cushion? No savings, no re-
serves. And where living conditions
for most are so dreadful that any idea
of social distancing is a terrible joke.
And in the rainy season (after a lot
of rain last year) the Nairobi Water
Company has to promise special
provision to ensure that people in
Mathare can still get water.

It’s not the vision of Kenya that the
Constitution portrays. If there is one
principle you could extract from that
much-maligned document it is that
of respect, of a sense that everyone
is to be valued, that every life, if you
like, is sacred. Instead of that, peo-
ple are so often treated by leaders
of electoral cannon fodder. And the
police are the tool to keep the lid on
any dissent.

Many people have been specu-
lating as to how the coronavirus
will change society. Will it produce
a greater sense of community, that
we are all in this together? We might
ask, will our leaders partake in any
such sense of community? And will
the police, too, recognise that they
are part of us?
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SERVICE WE WANT TO SEE: A police woman escorts a woman and her son who got stranded at Utawala bypass after disembarking from a bus on March 27 /FREDRICK OMONDI
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SNAPSHOTS / FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Iran’s coronavirus death
toll fromrises to 3,160

DUBAI (Reuters) - Iran’s death toll from the coronavirus

has reached 3,136, with 124 deaths in the past 24 hours,
Health Ministry spokesman Kianush Jahanpur told state TV

on Thursday, adding that the country had 50,468 cases of
infection. ""We have 3,956 infected people in critical condition

.. There was 2,875 new cases of infected people in the past

24 hours... 16,711 people have recovered from the disease,”
Jahanpur said. Iran's leaders have resisted imposing lockdowns
despite it being one of the world's worst-hit countries. They
have insisted allnecessary measures are being taken.

Netanyahu back inisolation
after minister gets Covid-19

TEL AVIV (Reuters) - Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahuis returning to self-isolation for another six days
after his health minister was diagnosed with coronavirus, the
premier’s office said on Thursday. Netanyahu, 70, the nation’s
longest-serving leader, had just ended a two-day period of
isolation on Wednesday night after a parliamentary aide was
diagnosed with the disease. He immediately went on national
TV to announce new measures to curb the epidemic. Litzman,
71, has appeared regularly alongside the premier to give
coronavirus updates. Netanyahu tested negative on Monday.

I e S

‘Hundreds of thousands' of
virus tests needin S. Africa

JOHANNESBURG (Reuters) - South Africa needs to conduct
"hundreds of thousands" of coronavirus tests to understand
the true number of infections and halt their spread, Health
Minister Zweli Mkhize said on Wednesday. South Africa has the
highest number of coronavirus cases in sub-Saharan Africa,
and the government is worried that infection rates could get
out of hand if the virus starts spreading rapidly in the country's
poor and overcrowded townships. Officials have imposed some
of the toughest anti-coronavirus measures on the continent,
including a 21-day "'stay at home" lockdown.
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WHAT are you doing while staying or
working from home? Well, a magistrate
has become a preacher and is preaching
the gospel through Facebook.CBesides
working from home — Chief Justice says
the Judiciary is still keeping the wheels
of justice running during this pandemic
— the magistrate is encouraging citizens
through social media. Court Corridors
will soon tell you more about her new-
found passion after speaking to her
about the same.

SOME rogue clerks, lawyers and
prosecutors are getting it rough as the
Star mole has established. They are
not “harvesting" as they were doing
before the coronavirus pandemic hit the
country. Initially, some broker lawyers
would attend hearings and once they
observe the suspect, reach out to their
family and friends to get the job. Things
are now different. A lawyer known as
‘the court owner' is finding it rough as
she can barely secure a client, despite
showing up in court on a daily basis.
There literally no suspects. The Star mole
has also learned that a certain prosecu-
tor and a court clerk who were plea bar-
gaining brokers are also not doing well as
court sessions have been suspended.

YOU don't have the authority to deny
me entry into the court premises. Whom
do you think you are?" a middle-aged
man shouted when he confronted some
security guards at a Nairobi court. This
was after he was denied entry. The
man had visited the court on Monday
morning. “There are no court sessions,
just go back home and wait for further
directions," the guard ordered him. The
offended man later left and disappeared.
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Milimani law
courts/FILE
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A Nairobi Jubilee politician who had
started taking on Deputy President William
Ruto during the BBl rallies before Covid-19
struck Kenya is rethinking his political
direction ahead of 2022. The spread of the
coronavirus halted the BBI activities that
were billed to be the game-changer ahead
of the general election. The legislator who
had started warming up to ODM is said to
have made several attempts in the last
one week to meet the Deputy President. A
source whispers to Corridors that his team
of think tanks told him that it was now
"safe for him to play neutral” on both the
DP and ODM |eader Raila Odinga as their
supportis crucialin 2022 as he seeks a
higher position.

STILL on Just who cursed President
Uhuru Kenyatta's Kiambu county? Two
senators were on Tuesday overheard along
the corridors of Parliament saying that
barely months after changing of the guard
at the county leadership, trouble is brewing
again. From their discussion, it emerged
that a powerful individual has been exerting
undue pressure on the ongoing World Bank
Kenya Urban Support Programme tender
process. This has even led to the cancella-
tion of some earlier advertised tenders to
sneak in a preferred list of tenderpreneurs.
Through proxies, the official has been wor-
king round the clock to get the preferred
companies all the required statutory tender
documents to apply for KUSP. Those who
have been pushing for an open process
and fairness in the tendering process have
been left with mouths agape, wondering
who will save the county from itself.

AN MP from Ukambani has caught the
attention of many with his generosity
towards requests pushed his way by
voters in WhatsApp groups where he is
amember. The first-term lawmaker has
been kind enough to share airtime, M-Pesa
and data bundles with his constituents
whenever heis requested. Savvy residents
are now joining the politician's groups via
weblink, with the hope of getting handouts
ostensibly to save them in the face of the
coronavirus. A mole intimates to Corridors
that the lawmaker is contemplating leaving
the groups, but fears a backlash from his
voters.
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FACT

PATRICK VIDIJA

Is Wuhan
exporting clothes
to Africa?

he mention of the word
Wuhan easily brings
the current coronavirus
pandemic in mind.

Wuhan, the capital of Central
China’s Hubei province, is a
commercial centre divided by the
Yangtze and Han rivers.

It is here that the outbreak
was first identified in December
2019 before it was recognised as
a pandemic by the World Health
Organization on March 11, 2020. A
twitter user recently made a claim
that China authorities had allowed
Wuhan to import used clothes and
beddings to Africa,

Is this true?

The Star’s fact-check desk
moved in to establish the truth,

The claim

Clothes, beddings etc from
Wuhan China are set to flood the
second-hand market’s in Africa.
The twitter user by the name
Masibili made the claim that
second-hand clothes and beddings
from Wuhan were set to flood the
markets in Africa.

Though he did not name any
specific country, Masibili said the
move was a clear indication that
the coronavirus ain’t disappearing
any time soon. We searched for
the image used on Masibili’s post
and established that the photo was
published on Chinese Website in
Jan 2015.

It was later reshared 33 times
within China Mainland, Taiwan 14
times and South Korea 2 times.

Other areas that the photo has
been shared include the USA,
Thailand, Algeria, Cameroon and
Spain with a total of 83 results.

We called the Chinese Embassy
to confirm this claim and the
spokesperson Ms Xueqing Huang
dismissed it as mere propaganda.

Huang said Wuhan has been
on a total lock down and all travel
was banned until April 8.

VERDICT: FALSE

The Star’s fact-check terms
this post as false since there is no
airline that is operating outside
Wuhan.

Chinese authorities said Tuesday
they will end a two-month lock
down of most of coronavirus-
hit Hubei province at midnight,
as domestic cases of what has
become a global pandemic
subsides.

China barred people from
leaving or entering Wuhan
beginning January 23 in a
surprise middle-of-the-night
announcement and expanded
that to most of the province in the
consecutive days.

Trains and flights were
cancelled and checkpoints set up
on roads into the central province.

The outbreak has since been
brought under control, and Hubei
has seen almost no new infections
for more than a week.
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1.MTWAPA: Police keep vigil at a
barrier in Mtwapa along Mombasa-
Malindi highway at the start of

the curfew on March 27 /ANDREW
KASUKU

2. PIPELINE: Residents rush home to
beat the curfew in Pipeline /MERCY
MUMO

3. NAIROBI: NYS personnel disinfect
Kenyatta Avenue to curb the spread of
the coronavirus /MERCY MUMO

4. NAIROBI: Bindi Shah and Joshua
Kimemia during Nairobi street families
food donations at Oshwal Community
on March 30 /WILFRED NYANGARESI

5. NAIROBI: A man sorts oranges inside
a truck at the end of a night curfew in
Nairobi on March 29 7/ REUTERS

6. NAIROBI: Cynthia Achieng' prepares
ameal for her childreninside a
classroom at Nyamasao camp in
Ombaka village, Nyandosubounty
after their home was maroon by raging
floods /DANIEL OGENDO
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TOP 4 STORIES

1,000 medics to be
hired as Covid-19
cases reach 42

At least 1,000 medics will be hired

to handle the rising number of
coronavirus infection.The new medics
include nurses, clinical officers, lab
technologists and doctors, among
others. Health CS Mutahi Kagwe said
they will also increase the number of
makeshift Intensive Care Unit beds by
about 1,000. Kenya has about 400 ICU
beds. Kagwe said the World Bank has
also donated 250 ventilators, and the
government was trying to buy some
more from abroad, but was facing a
shortage.

State assembles
top scientists to
fight coronavirus

The government has unveiled a team
of experts, who are expected to save
Kenyans from the coronavirus.

The team includes the Ministry of
Health officials, experts from the NGOs,
the private sector and academia.

This is also the team fighting to

protect the healthcare system from
being overwhelmed and wrecked by
disproportionate infections.

At the top of Kenya's response team

is the national emergency response
committee, unveiled by President Uhuru
Kenyatta on February 28.

Ticking time bomb
as health workers
catch coronavirus

A clinical officer in Nairobi has become
Kenya's first health worker to contract
coronavirusintheline of duty. She
was takenilllast week at Ngara Health
Centre in Nairobi, where she works.

Her husband has also been confirmed
positive. Both are admitted and isolated
at the Kenyatta National Hospital IDU at
Mbagathi. Their children and househelp
have been evacuated for isolation and
testing. The senior clinical officer, who
has worked for about 25 years, had not
been supplied with protective clothing.

Brenda and Brian
now immune to
Covid-19 - doctors

Two Kenyans announced to have
recovered from Covid-19 have gained
some immunity against the virus,
doctors said on Wednesday. A doctor
who oversaw the treatment of Brenda
Ivy Cherotich and Brian Orinda, however,
saiditis not clear how long such
immunity could last. As such, Brenda
who was known as Patient 1,and Brian
(Patient 2) will need to practise social
distancing and take precautions like
every other Kenyan.
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With Covid-19, itis timefora

Kenyan universal basic income

The state's economic response has only scratched the surface. Recently announced tax breaks —
whether aimed at corporates, MSMESs, or PAYE — mean little for workers in the popular economy

KEVIN P. DONOVAN
AND ROBERT
MWANYUMBA

@TheStarKenya

Donovanis
alecturer at

the University
of Edinburgh
Centre of African
Studies, while
Mwanyumbais a
social protection
professionalin
Nairobi

More news on
our website.
Scan this quick
response code
using your
smartphone.

fter watching the novel

coronavirus make its way

across the world, African

states and citizens are
jumping into action with reports of
growing numbers of infections on
the continent.

As of Wednesday, April 1, Kenya
had 82 cases.

The government has restricted
travel, limited public gatherings, and
begun funding public health initia-
tives. Given the ferocity of this dis-
ease and the limited social safety net
in the country, much more will need
to be done. Clear communications
about social distancing and pro-
viding healthcare workers with ap-
propriate equipment are important,
but Covid-19 presents an especially
acute danger in an economy where
so many live in close proximity and
have little in the way of savings.

Thus far, the state’s economic
response has only scratched the
surface. For instance, recently an-
nounced tax breaks — whether
aimed at corporates, MSMEs, or
PAYE — mean little for workers in the
popular economy. Across the coun-
try, millions of Kenyans depend on
making money daily, and whether
selling vegetables or driving a taxi
the working poor lack the privilege
of working from home or dipping
into their savings.

Already, reports suggest that busi-
ness is slowing down, meaning the
problem is not taxation so much as
income. Some are returning to ru-
ral homes to ride out the insecurity
with the relative benefits of access
to land. Others are forming mutual
aid groups to provide clean water or
supplies. These important efforts can
only do so much.

In order to avoid coronavirus tip-
ping from a health emergency into
a generalised crisis, policymakers in
Kenya and across the continent need
to provide universal income support.

Getting cash to residents will
mean they can continue to pay rent,
buy food, and cover medical costs.
It will stop Covid-19 contributing to
other ills: Food insecurity, gender
violence, and public unrest.

Emergency cash injections are al-
ready on the table in the US, the UK,
and elsewhere; poor and middle-in-
come countries must not imagine
such responses are only for richer
locales.

Donor organisations must not be
distracted by disarray in their own
countries. From London to Seattle,
Geneva to Beijing, development
actors must begin organising the
money and infrastructure to support
incomes as the pandemic spreads
across the global South.

In fact, Kenya is well-positioned
to rapidly unroll a universal grant.

Government and donors can rely
on the country’s expansive mobile
money infrastructure and its exist-
ing social protection schemes, such
as the Hunger Safety Net Program
(which supports poor residents of
Kenya’s arid counties) and the Older
Persons Cash Transfer (which sup-
ports vulnerable elders). These have
been effective at reducing poverty,
improving nutrition, and spending
more on healthcare. Providing cash
allows recipients to direct the mon-
ey to their own needs, and it is less
likely to fall prey to the misuse that
has dogged other public spending.

VIABILITY OF UNIVERSAL BASIC IN-
COME
Moreover, for the past decade, econ-
omists at GiveDirectly have been
testing the viability of a universal
basic income in parts of Western
Kenya. Households that received
the unconditional cash transfers had
less hunger and were able to invest
in their farms or small businesses.
Even more, economists studying the
effects found that for every $1 sent
to poor households, the effect was
equivalent to $2.60 (a significant
“fiscal multiplier” for what a stim-
ulus program).

While these existing examples
are targeted to particular commu-
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nities, in the context of Covid-19,
Kenya should make a grant truly
universal. Now is not the time for
excluding based on income: this is
a generalised crisis, one that will
hit the working poor and salaried
classes alike. Nor should this grant
be disbursed only to citizens. Kenya
has long been a meeting ground for
people across the region -- a foun-
dation for its economic and cultural
vibrancy. Collective well-being is the
task right now, not the tedious and
expensive task of paying only a sub-
set of those exposed to the disease.

The cash transfer is not a pana-
cea for the pandemic but an inte-
gral component of a concerted effort
that can provide a multi-pronged
approach based on income relief,
essential healthcare service provi-
sion, and mitigating actions against
spreading Covid-19. So far, the gov-
ernment has hunkered down on
providing essential healthcare ser-
vices recognising the potential strain
on the healthcare system were there
to be a surge in new infection cases
and making the case for mitigation
measures that forestall these new
infection cases such as social dis-
tancing.

However, the economic stimulus
will fail to take off as measures are
currently directed at businesses

THE ECONOMIC STIMULUS WILL FAIL TO TAKE OFF AS MEASURES
ARE CURRENTLY DIRECTED AT BUSINESSES WITHOUT NECESSARILY
BEING COGNISANT OF THE DAY T0 DAY LABOURERS

A man prepares
breakfast
outside a food-
kiosk at the end
of a night-long
curfew in Nairobi
on March 28

/ REUTERS

without necessarily being cognisant
of the day to day labourers. The Cen-
tral Bank’s actions only reach so far:
Reducing interest rates and lowering
reserve ratios mean less to wanan-
chi than it does to businesses who
deal closely with banks. An end to
blacklisting at the credit reference
bureaus -- while welcome -- will
mean little if lending dries up. What
the majority need is cash to allow
them to stay at home and make ends
meet; Kenya should take advantage
of its world-leading financial infra-
structure to deliver it.

Admittedly, the cost of a univer-
sal monthly payment is not cheap.
Assuming a Sh2,000 ($20 ) monthly
payment to 30 million adults, the
outlay will be significant. But the
cost of doing nothing could be even
greater: As purchasing power dries
up and social distancing is required,
business will come to a standstill.

This means that the popular
economy, which provides over 80%
of all jobs, will have no recourse to
income that is spent on food, hous-
ing, or transport. Investment and tax
revenue will stall. In this scenario,
a universal basic income might be
more than a humanitarian necessity;
it would be good public investment
and an economic stimulus.

Making sure Kenyans can make
ends meet, limit the number of sick
people straining health services, and
keep the economy running are sine
qua non right now. The question
should be how -- not whether -- to
finance a universal bank income for
Kenya.



Friday-Sunday | April 3-5,2020

COMMENTARY

Governor Mutua’s vitriol on
over Covid-19
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dons
research misplaced

WYCLIFFE H ODIWUOR

@TheStarKenya
UASU chairman,
Maseno University

achakos Governor Alfred

Mutua made an attempt

to address an adage

issue of the worth of a
university don.

He, however, picked it up before
waking up. Time and time again,
Kenyan university dons have been
effortlessly trying to make this
government know the worth of a
lecturer in terms of what they can
do for this country.

Sorry to remind Mutua that in
all his two terms as a governor,
he has never addressed any issues
concerning lecturers, including the
Machakos University, which he has
only visited twice. First, during the
gubernatorial debate show and the
second time when he launched his
Maendeleo Chap Chap party.

This despite the institution being
in his backyard

Upon the arrival of the coronavirus
in the country, universities
were ordered closed, like other
institutions of learning. They were
not involved in that decision, as is
always the case.

Not that they would have objected
to the idea, but, they would have
offered other alternative ideas like
what Mutua is talking about —
research on Covid-19 vaccine. They
would have discussed fundings for
such research.

Before Governor Mutua ridicules
professors for doing nothing in
regards to the coronavirus global
pandemic, he should first start
by finding out what goes on in the
universities. Him and his ilk hardly
have time for such. Instead, they
benchmark abroad to find out how
cows in Europe produce more milk,

or how boda boda riders in Rwanda

operate.

Politicians in leadership
positions have denied professors
the opportunity to be creative and
innovative in Kenya. All they do is
name-call and ridicule dons into
submission of their wrongdoings.

What can a professor do when
his or her students are not given a
chance to construct a local bridge,
instead the tender is given to a
Chinese firm that is ready to give
a kickback? The professor and his
students are all frustrated by this
bourgeois government.

We have been waiting for their
involvement in our institution. Do
they even know what we teach?
Most of them only appear in convoys
during graduations.

It is good that our politicians are
now showing up how much they are
scared to a point they are realising
that medics and academicians can
offer solutions to human challenges.
It is my hope that in the future, they
will know that these professionals
also have stomachs and families to
take care of.

Formerly pure dons seem to
have stopped thinking in the right
direction. They do not even want to
be related to those institutions of
thinking, because such places might
remind them, time and again, that
they are behaving badly by going
abroad for treatment of a common
cold.

Now that they are all locked in
here, you hardly, hear of any of them
going abroad for treatment. Where

Machakos
Governor
Alfred Mutua
/FILE

are all those diseases that they used
to troop with to JKIA, in and out?

The whole country knows how
many times we have been trying to
address them to recognise whatever
little we do at the universities.
Anytime we even come up with
a simple proposal to fund, they
always turn them down because we
don’t include “20 per cent cut for
administrative balances”. It is even
a struggle for those offices to offer
our students attachments because
there are no kickbacks.

I heard it from the radio when
the good governor said we don’t
need money to conduct the
Covid-19 vaccine research, as was
done previously with Penicillin
and Malaria medicines. I pity that
reasoning.

What it implies is that professors
should be working for free, pro bono.
They should emulate the late Mother
Teresa. University professors should
always be selfless in a country with
leaders. How much is Governor
Mutua’s government spending on
research or he thinks professors and
PhD holders should do that research
with their salaries?

It is high time this country
rethinks and start questioning
the worth of a university don.
Biomedical researches are what
would drive this debate now, not
rhetorics from our leaders.

All these years medics and
university dons have been striking
and demonstrating all over for
a better working environment,
government priorities have always
been obscured towards personal
gains, rather than national gains.

Coronavirus will go
away, but not BBI

SAM OMWENGA
@TheStarKenya
US-based legal
analyst and political
commentator

common refrain from gov-

ernments and health au-

thorities across the globe

concerning the corona-
virus is to stay away from public
places and take precautions to pro-
tect yourself, your family and those
around you.

The rest is for governments and
health professionals to do.

It is important to keep in mind
there will be life after the pandemic.
Sadly, it will have taken many lives.

For life after coronavirus, each
country will have to regroup from
where the pandemic disrupted
things. In the United States, for
example, that will be Democrats
trying to find which Oxygenarian
among them will be sent to remove
President Donald Trump from office.

In Kenya, BBI combatants will re-

arm and resume their battles. In case
you were not following closely, the
proponents of the BBI led by former
Prime Minister Raila Odinga, with
the acquiesce, President Uhuru Ken-
yatta, led on both points and on the
road—and by quite a margin.

Coronavirus disrupted things, but
itis not hard to imagine the BBI train
will continue steamrolling to the
intended destination — the imple-
mentation of its major proposals be
it by referendum, or by other means.

Whichever means, one thing is
for sure: There’ll be a need to change
the Constitution once again, which
was expected.

Prof Yash Pal Ghai, an authority
on constitutionalism, led the last
efforts to revamp our Constitution
but even he and the other experts
who advised the government in the

process will readily admit—and they
have as much — that the end prod-
uct was not exactly what they had
in mind. It was far from even near
perfect.

They and many of us knew even
with the passage of the much-her-
alded new constitution, there would
come a time to address its various
flaws. That time is nigh and the ve-
hicle to do that is BBI.

The question is how to do it. The
answer depends on who you ask and
where they fall in the political divide
between Uhuru/Raila and [Deputy
President William] Ruto camps.

The experts are in hiding and may
have to put their fingers in the air
to decide which side to align with.

On his part, Prof Ghai made an
eloquent case in a column appearing
in this paper why a non-executive
president would be better than what
BBI proposes. There’s no space to
rebut the good professor but, let’s
just say on this one, he has it wrong:
Kenya cannot do without an exec-
utive president. Put another way, it
would not be practical to have a cer-
emonial president as that position
and what it entails is so ingratiated
in the psyche of the public, to tam-

per with it would be futile.

What needs to be done, however,
is to reintroduce and this time make
it part of the Constitution specific
mandatory checks and balances on
the presidency, not the current weak
system any president can manipu-
late as many despots want.

Once that’s done, let’s re-establish
the office of Prime Minister and his
or her two deputies, who will also
double as the checks and balances
on the presidency.

Becoming a PMshould and must
be a function of the electoral out-
come in lieu of the president ap-
pointing him or her. In other words,
the presidential ticket will now
comprise of the presidential candi-
date, deputy president and prime
minister as an up or down ticket.

Once elected, both the presi-
dent-elect and prime minister-elect
will each appoint one deputy prime
minister. The losing presidential
candidate will automatically be-
come an MP and leader of the op-
position.

This solution will go a long way
in addressing the governance and
political woes that have bedeviled
the country.
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HEALTH PRIVACY

Why disclosing coronavirus patients
doesn’t meet legal, moral threshold

There have been calls for the government to disclose the identity of persons with the coronavirus.
The argument is that this will assist in tracing persons who may have come in contact with the patient
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Whatsoever things I see or hear
concerning the life of men, in my at-
tendance on the sick or even apart
therefrom, which ought not to be
noised abroad, I will keep silence
thereon counting such things to be
as sacred as secrets. - The Hippo-
cratic Oath, 4th Century BC

here have been calls for the
government to disclose the
identity of persons suffering
from Covid-19.

The argument is that this will as-
sist in tracing persons who may have
come in contact with the patient. But
would it be legal? Will it not have
an effect of stigmatisation on the
patients and their families?

During treatment, sensitive or in-
timate information is disclosed to a
medical officer. When a patient dis-
closes such information to a medical
professional, a duty of confidence
arises. Confidentiality between a
health professional and a patient is
one of the most important princi-
ples of medical practice. It goes to
the core of the privacy of the patient.

This privacy is of critical impor-
tance to the protection of an in-
dividual’s human dignity. Private
space must be protected from un-
warranted and unjustified interfer-
ence. Privacy protects an individual
from arbitrary and unjustified use
of power by government or other
private citizens and organisations.

RIGHT TO PRIVACY

The right to privacy is an interna-
tional human right. Article 17(1) of
the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights provides: “No
one shall be subjected to arbitrary
or unlawful interference with his
privacy, family, home or correspon-
dence, nor to unlawful attacks on his
honour and reputation”.

The Human Rights Committee
in General Comment No. 16 states:
“As all persons live in society, the
protection of privacy is necessarily
relative. However, the competent
public authorities should only be
able to call for such information
relating to an individual’s private
life the knowledge of which is es-
sential in the interests of society as
understood under the Covenant ...
Compliance with article 17 requires
that the integrity and confidentiality
of correspondence should be guar-
anteed de jure and de facto. Corre-
spondence should be delivered to
the addressee without interception
and without being opened or other-
wise read ...Effective measures have
to be taken by States to ensure that
information concerning a person’s
private life does not reach the hands
of persons who are not authorized
by law to receive, process and use
it, and is never used for purposes
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incompatible with the Covenant”.

Our Constitution provides for
the right to privacy. Article 31(c)
provides that “information relating
to their family or private affairs un-
necessarily required or revealed.”

Justice John Mativo in the case of
Kenya Human Rights Commission
v Communications Authority of
Kenya & 4 others 2018 eKLR stated:
“(’52) Privacy is a fundamental hu-
man right, enshrined in numerous
international human rights instru-
ments. It is central to the protection
of human dignity and forms the
basis of any democratic society. It
also supports and reinforces other
rights, such as freedom of expres-
sion, information, and association.
The right to privacy embodies the
presumption that individuals should
have an area of autonomous devel-
opment, interaction, and liberty, a
“private sphere” with or without
interaction with others, free from
arbitrary state intervention and from
excessive unsolicited intervention by
other uninvited individuals ...

Part II of the Health Act provides
for rights and duties. Section 11( 1)
of the Act provides: “(1) Information
concerning a user, including infor-
mation relating to his or her health
status, treatment or stay in a health
facility is confidential except where
such information is disclosed under
order of court or informed consent
for health research and policy plan-
ning purposes.”

However, disclosure of such in-
formation may occur only under
circumstances provides for under
Section 11( 2 ) of the Act, which are,
the user consents to such disclosure
in writing in the prescribed form; a
court order or any applicable law
requires such disclosure; or non-dis-
closure of the information represents
a serious threat to public health.

HIV CASE
In order to determine whether the
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disclosure of information in relation
to patients currently under Covid-19
treatment is proper and legal, it is of
importance to examine how such an
issue has been dealt with in the fight
against HIV-Aids.

Part V of the HIV and Aids Pre-
vention and Control Act provides for
confidentiality. Section 22(1) forbids
disclosure of information concern-
ing the result of an HIV test or any
related assessments to any other
person except under circumstanc-
es provided for under the Act. The
Act emphasises that proper consent
must be obtained or one must have
a court order for such information
to be disclosed.

The HIV and Aids Tribunal had
the opportunity to examine disclo-
sure of one’s status in the HAT Case
SNW v Asha Gulam [ 2019 | eKLR,
where the tribunal held that “(16)
.. Section 22 of HAPCA must be un-
derstood in this context - it protects
against the unnecessary revelation
of information relating to the HIV
status of a person.

Such information forms part of a
person’s private affairs, which dis-
closure can potentially cause mental
distress and injury to a person and
there is thus need to keep such in-
formation confidential.

Taken in that context, the right
to privacy in relation to a person’s
HIV status protects the very core of
the personal sphere of an individual
and basically envisages the right to
live one’s own life with minimum
interference and without the risk of
stigmatization, discrimination and
rejection by family, friends and the
community.

One of the arguments raised on
the need to disclose the particulars
including names and photographs,
of Covid-19 patients is to enable
other persons to seek testing and
or quarantine themselves.

Health Cabinet Secretary Muta-
hi Kagwe has on several occasions

Health Cabinet
Secretary
Mutahi

Kagwe with
Brian Orinda
and Brenda
Cheruitich at
Afya House on
Wednesday

/ NICHOLAS
NTHENGE
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been quoted saying “the govern-
ment is undertaking contact trac-
ing of persons who have come to
contact with Covid-19 patients”
pursuant to information disclosed
by the patients.

Based on government pronounce-
ments, is there a need to disclose the
identity of the patients?

On March 18, it was widely report-
ed that a person identified as George
Kotini Hezron, a Kwale resident was
killed by a mob. It is said George was
sneezing as he passed a group of
youths seated by the roadside.

His sneezing reportedly attracted
the youth who accused him of be-
ing a coronavirus patient. Based on
what George went through, would
it be safe to disclose the identity of
Covid-19 patients?

Based on the three conditions for
disclosure placed by Section 11 of the
Health Act, it is my humble view that
such a disclosure under the current
circumstances would not meet the
legal and moral threshold.

It is humbly submitted that there
is no danger or serious threat to the
public due to the fact that all the
person currently under treatment,
their details especially persons they
were in contact with, have been pro-
vided to the government. Kagwe has
already assured that contact tracing
is an ongoing process.

Disclosure of the patients would
have an effect on their own and
their family security. This cannot
be understated, the Kwale killing is
a classic example.

The public is yet to fully appreciate
the symptoms and how the virus is
spread. It is my humble opinion that
disclosure would lead to stigmatisa-
tion, discrimination and rejection by
family, friend and community.

The Ministry of Health should thus
reject calls to disclose the identity
of Covid-19 patients unless express
well-informed written consent is
obtained from the patient.
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TRANSITION ROLE FIGHTING HIV-AIDS PANDEMIC

How Archbisop Mwana a’Nzeki

Ndingi Mwana
A'Nzeki in April
2006 / FILE

maintained anti-condom stance

Ndingi asserted that the only way to beat HIV-Aids scourge in Africa
was through behavioural change and abstinence from early sex

GORDON OSEN
@GordoneOsen

News reporter

hen HIV-Aids was rav-
aging the country in
the early 2000s, Arch-
bishop Ndingi Mwana
a’Nzeki stood out in keeping a hard-
line stance against condom use.

He argued that it would provide
the way for promiscuity and mass
infection.

His argument, which doubled
as the Catholic Church in Kenya’s
position, also included an anti-con-
traceptive stance. And he didn’t shy
away from speaking his mind and
taking a stand.

The conservative and straight-
talking retired archbishop died on
Tuesday morning at the age of 88
after a long illness.

Mwana a’Nzeki was ordained as
a priest in 1961, serving under then
Archbishop JJ McCarthy of the Nai-
robi Diocese. He was appointed
bishop in 1969 and served in Mach-
akos Diocese for two years before
being transferred to Nakuru.

He would later be appointed as
Coadjutor Archbishop of Nairobi in
1996to assist Cardinal Maurice Mi-
chael Otunga.

Mwana a’Nzeki succeeded Otunga
in 1997 as the Archbishop of Nairobi
and retired on October 6, 2007 after
attaining the age of 75 years.

John Njue, who was his assistant
in Nakuru, succeeded him.

As head of the church, Ndingi

rubbed Moi’s administration the
wrong way, calling it out for man-
ufacturing tribal clashes, during
electoral periods. He also opposed
Kibaki administration’s policy of
shoot to kill against the Mungiki
adherents.

Politicians led by President Uhu-
ru Kenyatta and ODM leader Raila
Odinga eulogized the prelate as a
diligent leader who did not shy away
from speaking his mind.

In an interview with National
Catholic Report, a weekly issue

66

In fact, in this country,
I would say without
fear that the use of
condoms has been
the greatest means of
increasing the cases of
Alds.

published on September 17, 2004,
Ndingi asserted that the only way
to beat HIV-Aids scourge in Africa
was through behavioural change and
abstinence from early sex.

“For me, a condom is not the an-
swer,” he said, adding that instead
of curbing infections, condoms were
the fuel to the disease’s fire in Africa.

“In fact, in this country, I would
say without fear that the use of con-
doms has been the greatest means
of increasing the cases of Aids.
Take our university students, stu-
dents in schools of higher studies,
where condoms are available upon
demand. They have had the greatest
number of deaths due to HIV-Aids,”
he added.

At the time, the pandemic had
killed across the country, leaving
thousands of young children as or-
phans. The disease threatened the
social fabric of the Kenyan society.

Mwana a’Nzeki argued that ab-
stinence was the only guarantee
against HIV-Aids as it costs nothing
and has no side effects.

He believed that the ease with
which the AIDs death struck was
enough to cause people to fear and
easily change their behaviour and
refrain from irresponsible sex.

“Practically every family has seen
somebody dead or suffering, or at-
tended a funeral. Fear, fear of death,
makes them change. In most of the

slasa 13 %

country, people get involved in HIV-
Aids when they drink ... with a con-
dom in their pocket,” he explained.

VISION FOR CHURCH GROWTH

A review of the archbishop’s life
and from the interview, it is clear
he harbored a forward-looking
Catholic church and jealously de-
fended its interest in the country,
even as he sought to improve hu-
man lives.

This was the case when he stood
by the Nyumbani Children of God
Relief Institute based in Nairobi. It
was founded by an American Jesuit
in Kenya named Fr. Angelo D’Agos-
tino to house HIV positive children
who would be given care.

The home was accused of allow-
ing foreign scientists to collect blood
samples from the children for re-
search abroad and then patent the
outcome without the knowledge of
the government.

Amidst the controversy, Mwana
a’Nzeki maintained the home en-
joyed his confidence and support
because “I think, so far, they are
doing very well.”

“...at least those children have
some place where they can be taken
care of. If it happened, having blood
tests taken outside of the country
without permission, it’s very un-
fortunate. It should not be allowed,”
he said.

He also pushed for the appoint-
ment of an African pope, saying this
would be a recognition of the hard
work the African church has played
in the Catholic circles.

“An African who would under-
stand us and encourage us. For
example, [ would like to see more
liturgical participation. I would like
to see more translations of liturgical
books in the language that our peo-
ple understand. At the moment, it’s
not bad. But you can have somebody
come along who starts restricting
things,” he said.

He also pushed for translation
of the liturgical books into ethnic
languages in the country to enable
people participation at the grass-
roots level.

On whether the Catholic church
faced any threat from the wave of
Pentecostalism that saw mushroom-
ing of evangelicals in the country,
the Archbishop believed Catholi-
cism was still on the forefront and
its work could be seen.

“.....what have they done? We can
show our schools, we can show our
hospitals, we can show our work for
the old people, for the children, for
the dying, and now at the moment
instructing the people with AIDS
and so on..” he said.

Ndingi had a stinging assess-
ment of the evangelical groups in
the country.

“They come out forcefully, but
they don’t seem to keep their stami-
na. They seem to burn out quickly,”
he said in the interview.

“.....they’re a minority. Don’t let
anybody deceive you that they’re
a majority... When they travel, they
have a big group.....They will have
a big meeting in the stadium, but
people come from all over the whole
town... They do attract people, but
at the same time, people resent
them sometimes, especially when
they accuse other religions. People
don’t like to hear a minister accusing
another minister,” the Archbishop
added.



* 14 slasa

HESTAR

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, APRIL 3-5 2020

Pay every Kenyan
Sh2,000 per month

enya should consider paying Sh2,000
to allits 30 million adult citizens to
combat the economicimpact of the
coronavirus.

This radical proposal by an American
academic and a Kenyan analyst appears
in Siasa (Page 10). It deserves serious
consideration.

It is radical because it is egalitarian. Every
single Kenyan adult would get Sh2,000
per month - from Gideon Moi down to the
pastoralist in Mandera. It is possible because
virtually every Kenyan has a phone with mobile
money or M-Pesa.

There are some existing cash transfer
programmes in Kenya for old people or
disadvantaged communities but these
have limited scope. A universal monthly
transfer would be much easier to administer
as everyone would receive it without
discrimination. It could be argued that Gideon
Moi does not need Sh2,000 per month but
there are very few Kenyans in his category. For
most Kenyans it could help them survive the
coronavirus lockdown, especially those who
work in the informal sector.

Government has tried to mitigate the impact
of the lockdown by reducing corporation tax,
PAYE and VAT. But these measures primarily
assist companies and white collar workers.
They do not help the most vulnerable.

A universal monthly transfer of Sh2,000
would cost around Sh60 billion per month. It
would not be cheap but it would pump money
into the economy and help businesses as well
as ordinary citizens.

HISTORICAL QUOTE

“We are not just here to manage capitalism but to
change society and to define its finer values.”

TONY BEN

The British politician was born on April 3, 1925

K3 /THESTARKENYA
P @THESTARKENYA
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Friends and relatives of late Yassin Moyo (right) shot by police at a balcony in Huruma pay their last respect during his burial at Kariokor /

COURTESY

Yassin Moyo: Another innocent
life lost through police bullet

Kenyais an example of a rogue system that has chosen to criminalise poverty

HUSSEIN KHALID
@husskhalid

Executive director,
Haki-Africa

More news on
our website.
Scan this quick
response code
using your
smartphone.

hirteen-year-old Yassin Hus-
sein Moyo is no more.
His life taken away by a
bullet fired from a gun that
ought to have been protecting his
life, not taking it. He was shot just
20 minutes from the onset of the
first day of the curfew on Friday,
March 27.

He was not in the streets throwing
stones or riding a boda boda in de-
fiance of the curfew. He was inside
their home - a place we were all told
we would be safe. Yet from the bal-
cony of their third floor home, Yasin
was shot in the stomach.

At first, his mother did not believe
it when Yasin told her he has been
hurt. Not until she saw the blood.
Yasin’s brothers and sisters quickly
rushed him downstairs and straight
to Mama Lucy’s Hospital. Unfortu-
nately, due to the curfew, it is report-
ed it wasn’t until after about two
hours when Yasin received medical
attention. Since then, he remained
in hospital fighting for his life. All
the time, his family members were
by his side, praying for his recovery
and return home. Unfortunately, in
the early hours of Tuesday, he lost
his life.

Yasin lived in the sprawling Kia-
maiko estate in Nairobi where the
inhabitants are regarded by the po-
lice as nobodies. In many informal
settlements in Kenya, be it Nairobi,
Mombasa, Kisumu or Nakuru, police
reign terror and kill at their pleasure.
The sanctity of life in the slums is

totally ignored by the police, who
have become the law unto them-
selves unleashing terror at will.

It is of little wonder that on that
fateful day, police did not care
whether their bullets would hit a
person or not. They just shot care-
lessly and now, young Yasin is no
more.

One thing is for sure, if Yasin lived
on the third floor of a flat in Laving-
ton or Runda or Nyali in Mombasa,
he would be alive today. This is the
sad situation that is Kenya today. Po-
lice modus operandi is selective and
those with wealth are given not just
preferential treatment but are even
allowed to escape with crime. How-
ever, if you are poor, you are guilty
even before uttering a word. Kenya

| HAVE A FEELING YASIN'S CASE
WILL BECOME A MERE STATISTIC
OF YET ANOTHER EXTRAJUDIGIAL
KILLING. BUT FOR HOW LONG
WILL THE POOR CONTINUE TO
LIVE IN THIS WAY?

is a perfect example of a rogue sys-
tem that has chosen to criminalise
poverty.

To confirm that Kenya has a rogue
system, Yasin’s case is not isolated.
Khamisi Juma, 49, was on the first
day of the curfew confronted by po-
lice officers in Likoni, almost at the
same time as Yasin and was injured

severely. Coming from a low income
area in Kiteje, his family could not
rush him to hospital due to the cur-
few until the next morning. By that
time, his injuries had worsened and
although doctors and medics tried
to treat him, he lost his life in the
early hours of Monday morning. Yet
another poor victim of the curfew.

Such incidences have not been
reported in posh areas where the
rich and politically correct live. With
stocked fridges and food stores, the
wealthy are lavishly enjoying their
time at home, sharing curfew me-
mes and spreading coronavirus ru-
mours. While they happily social
distance and waste away, police
stand outside protecting them and
their properties. Should they need
to venture outside during the curfew
nights, they are escorted by the po-
lice to ensure their safety. Utumishi
kwa Wote is Utumishi kwa Matajiri
and Utumwa kwa Maskini!

Article 159 (2) (a) of the Consti-
tution provides that “justice shall be
done to all, irrespective of status”. As
Yasin’s mother said, “We are wait-
ing to see if justice will be done for
Yasin”.

I have a feeling Yasin’s case will
become a mere statistic of yet anoth-
er extrajudicial killing in Kenya. But
for how long will the poor continue
to live in this way? When will the
police shape up and appreciate the
lives of the less privileged in our so-
ciety? When will Kenyans stand up
for the rights of the poor?
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POLITICS DIGITAL DEMOCRACY

Coronavirus offers us chance to
embrace voting through M-Pesa

If Americans are worried about their ability to preserve their democracy, we should be, too

THE-STAR.CO.KE

15

PATRICK KARIUKI

@TheStarKenya
Journalist and
commentator

More news on
our website.
Scan this quick
response code
using your
smartphone.

ith the Covid-19
outbreak just a few
months before the US
elections in November,
the New York Times has called for
the polls to be secured by making it
possible Americans vote from home.

This is in case the virus makes it
impossible to vote in person.

If Americans are worried about
their ability to preserve their democ-
racy in the middle of a disaster such
as Covid-19, we should be, too. But
we are lucky.

Unlike the United States, we have
a tool ready to go. It is called M-Pesa.
The time has come for Kenya to con-
sider voting by M-Pesa. We could call
it M-Chaguzi. Why M-Chaguzi, you
ask? Well, it is a tool that can ensure
that democracy survives a pandem-
ic. But there are other reasons too.
Let’s count the ways.

One is security. M-Pesa runs on a
SIM card, not the handset. This en-
ables it to interact with the mobile
network regardless of internet cov-
erage and creates a layer of security
by separating it from the internet.
M-Pesa does not support multimedia
at all. In addition, it has identity veri-
fication and encryption features that
make it as secure as a bank vault.

To deliver updates to M-Pesa, ei-
ther the SIM must be returned and
exchanged for a new one (which can
be costly and inconvenient) or the
updates must be delivered over-the-
air using specialised, optional SIM
features. All of this severely limits
the number of updates or changes
that can be made over any period
of time, which vastly enhances its
security. There is no such thing as
perfect security, of course, but this
is good enough for me.

The second touches on the ease
of voter registration. But what vot-
er registration? We are already on
M-Pesa. We’ve been there for years.
The number of registered users today
is higher than the number of regis-
tered voters in the last elections. All
the IEBC would have to do is to email
Safaricom an EXCEL spreadsheet of
the updated voter registration roll
and for Safaricom to match voters
to their M-Pesa accounts. Safaricom
would then send an over-the-air up-
date to the M-Pesa toolkit to activate
M-Chaguzi and we are good to go!

All it would take is literally one
email between the IEBC and Safa-
ricom to get this done. No research
or feasibility studies required. No
expensive and lengthy procurement
procedures necessary. No new soft-
ware required.

The third is the convenience. In
2008, Treasury was under pres-
sure from the banking community
as they viewed M-Pesa as a threat.
Banks lobbied so hard against it,
that acting Finance Minister John
Michuki had to order an audit of the
popular application. In a year, it had
grown to three million users and was

moving Sh4 billion a month.

“I am not sure M-Pesa will end
well,” Michuki said.

By any definition of the term, this
was a crisis. Safaricom needed to
move fast. So, sometime in late 2008,
CEO Michael Joseph to Michuki’s of-
fice to confront the issue personally.

Now, old Michuki was not a man
easily dazzled by words. So like a
good salesman, Joseph decided to
show and not tell.

After a brief chat, Joseph asked the
minister how he paid salaries for his
workers at his farm. After the minis-
ter described the cumbersome pro-
cess, the telco CEO whipped out his
cell phone and paid the minister’s
foreman on the spot using M-Pesa.
Like the astute Kenyan that he has
become, Joseph instantly connect-
ed with the street smart minister by
paying his bills.

When the foreman confirmed
to the minister that he had indeed
received the cash, Michuki was im-

M-PESA MOVES OVER SH15
BILLION A DAY, OR OVER $H5
TRILLION SHILLINGS A YEAR. IF
WE CAN TRUST IT WITH THIS,
WE CAN TRUST M-CHAGUZI
TOMOVE A MERE 30 MILLION
VOTING SHILLINGS EVERY FIVE
YEARS

pressed and instantly became an
M-Pesa convert. It was a master-
stroke. In one meeting, Safaricom
had secured the trust of a powerful
ally.

If old Michuki could appreciate
the convenience of running his farm
from his office, it’s a sure bet that 20
million Kenyans would appreciate
the convenience of voting from their
comfort.

Fourth is cost. The infrastructure
is already up and running, now
moving Shs trillion a year and does
so with 100 per cent accuracy and
total system integrity.

Most countries vote only once ev-
ery five years because elections are
expensive, cumbersome and slow
due to old-fashioned methods of
voting. Whenever a national issue
arises, [ should be able to vote on it
using my phone through an elec-
tronic referendum and I move on
with my life! It is not only quicker,
but cheaper! We can vote continu-
ously on issues that come up such
as teh Building Bridges Initiative
through the phone.

Technology enhances public par-
ticipation in governance and Kenya
is well-positioned to embrace such
a digital political future.

HOW IT WOULD WORK

The IEBC could loan Safaricom Sh1
per voter and the telco could deposit
one voting shilling into every M-Ch-
aguzi account. To vote, the voter
would send their shilling to the pres-

A customer
transacts on
M-Pesa
/REUTERS

idential account of their favourite
presidential candidate. They would
be able to send only one shilling to
their favourite candidate. Each can-
didate’s account would start off with
zero shillings. At the end of voting,
the candidate whose account has
the most shillings wins.

In a scenario where there are 30
million voters, this entire exercise
would cost only Sh30 million. And
of course, once the vote is over and
the winner announced (the one
with the most voting shillings),
all the money would revert to the
IEBC, thereby costing the taxpayer
nothing.

It would be impossible to rig the
election because M-Pesa doesn’t lie.
The only way to rig the system would
be by creating fake vote shillings.
However, M-Pesa runs on the SIM
card, which separates it from the
handset and the internet, rendering
it hack-proof.

Meanwhile, any changes instigat-
ed from within the network take a
long time to push through as it is
a very deliberate process. In other
words, it would be impossible for
unauthorised persons to create arti-
ficial voting shillings and feed them
into M-Chaguzi.

Today, M-Pesa moves over Sh15
billion a day, or over Sh5 trillion
shillings a year.

If we can trust it with this, we can
trust M-Chaguzi to move a mere 30
million voting shillings every five
years.
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Residents of Budalang'i manoeuvre to their marooned houses following heavy downpour in Western kenya. Several families were displaced / GILBERT OCHIENG’
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Coronavirus economic
hit likely to get worse

The coronavirus has not only had an
health impact but an economic one
as well

To assess theimpact of the
coronavirus on the economy, it is
important to focus on the epide-
miological profile of the virus and
the ways consumers, businesses,
and governments may respond to
it. Covid-19 will most directly shape
economic losses through supply
chains, demand, and financial mar-
kets, affecting business invest-
ment, household consumption, and
international trade. And it will do so
bothin traditional, textbook sup-
ply-and-demand ways and through
theintroduction of potentially large
levels of uncertainty.

An epidemic that beganin the
depths of China's Hubei province
is spreading rapidly. There are now
significant outbreaks from South
Korea to Italy
and Iran, and the
first deaths have
beenreportedin

America. The vi- BHSINESSES
rus had disruptive| | KENYA ARE

effectsonthe

global economy. DEM.INGWITH
thosdisupt=" | 0GT REVENUE

ed the global

supply of goods, making it harder
for Kenyan firms to fill orders. It will
also waylay workers due to lack of
supplies, reducing labor supply on
one end and on the other slow the
demand for Kenya products and
services.

Covid-19 outbreak is affecting
supply chains and disrupting man-
ufacturing operations around the
world are increasing daily. But the
worst is yet to come, the peak of the
impact of Covid-19 on global supply
chains will occur in the next few
weeks, forcing thousands of compa-
nies to throttle down or temporarily

Writetous letters@the-star.co.ke

shut assembly and manufacturing
plants in China and other markets.
The most vulnerable companies are
those whichrely heavily or solely
on factories in China for parts and
materials such as electrical. The
activity of Chinese manufacturing
plants has fallenin the past month
andis expected to remain depressed
for months. Disruptions to global
supply chains are one of the clearest
effects of the corona virus. Looking
more closely at global supply chains,
there have already been significant
disruptions, with the list of manu-
facturers outside of China forced to
decrease production in their plants
growing longer every day.

China shocks have spread
across global financial markets
before, including the surprise Yuan
devaluationin 2015. Coronavirus is
repeating the pattern,and on alarger
scale, as equities plunge around the
world and deliver knock-on blows
to household wealth and business
confidence. As the world grapples
with the corona virus, the economic
impact is mounting, with possibly of
another global financial crisis. China
is the world's second-largest econ-
omy and leading trading nation, so
economic fallout from corona virus
also threatens global growth.

Businesses in Kenya are dealing
with lost revenue and disrupted
supply chains due to China's factory
shutdowns. Global growthis already
slow, and financial markets already
have very low interest rates, which
mean that central banks in almost
every major country have little am-
munition with which to mitigate any
potential economic fallout. This puts
greater pressure on governments
to use the power of their purse to
counter the economic fallout from
the corona virus.

NDIRANGU NGUNJIRI
Nairobi

Open letter to Magoha
on containing Covid-19

Dear Sir,

The abrupt closure of schools was
unprecedented move that caught
many of school heads unawares
thus jostling their plans and budgets.
They were caught with large stocks
of food mostly grains as they had
planned for full term rations thus
buying in bulk. The worry is having no
idea about when this Covid 19 pan-
demic will end for schools to resume,
these stocks of food might go bad,
resulting in huge losses at the cost of
the parents. Many of these parents
are among the people government
is trying to cushion through a stim-
ulus package to keep the economy
running. These are the people who
are faced by eminent hunger as they
have been laid off from jobs, or got
salary cuts.The President, through
the Covid-19 Emergency Response
Fund has directed them to work with
every ministry and Kenyans at large
to pool resources both inkind and
cash. This gives you an opportuni-

ty to liaise with the school heads
through subcounty education offi-
cers to know the amount of grains

in stocks across the country. These
grains can be bought by MPs through
the NG —CDF emergency fund or the
Governor's kitty or directly by Covid
19 fund to be distributed to needy
families within the respective con-
stituencies. The heads of school can
bank the monies until the situation
normalises and schools re-open.

By doing this, we will be mitigating
the Covid 19 impact by feeding the
poor and preventing losses. This will
also help in preventing the spread of
the virus by reducing the number of
people going out to search for casual
jobs to feed their families.

GIDEON GACHARA
Gitaru ward, Kiambu county

Containing Covid-19

“Thereis no single
death that can be
attributed to your
infection, Brenda. This
is unlike others who did
not want to quarantine,
and ended up infecting
numerous other people.
The people, who
infected others were
older than you, were
leaders, and should have
known better."”

President Uhuru Kenyatta
Video chat with Brenda Cherotich

Ndingi Mwana a'Nzeki

“Ndingi was one of the
brightest lights to have
graced our nation in our
time. Kenyans knew they
could always count on him
to stand and speak out for
truth and justice whatever
the threat that posed to
his life.

Raila Odinga
ODM leader

NGARE KARIUKI

@TheStarKenya

Pandemic offers
parents time to talk
about sexual health

The main reason people are being told
to stay at home during this corona-
virus pandemicis to reduce therate
of new infections and, consequently,
avoid overwhelming the healthcare
system.

With each new Covid-19 case, and
hundreds of suspected cases, the
already struggling healthcare system
is in danger of being overrun. This also
means less attention is being given
to other medical conditions such as
cancer and HIV-related complications.

It has, therefore, never been more
necessary for Kenyans to be more
equipped with the right information
about their health. Thisis especially
the case with women reproductive
health, an area often marked by
rampant ignorance, stigma and lack of
access to key medical attention.

Many Kenyans are now dedicating
their attentionto coronavirus, and
rightly so. We have never been more
conversant with the symptoms of an
infection than we are about this one.

But if the same amount of attention
and dedication was given to educating
ourselves about our sexual health,
we would emerge on the other side
of this pandemic, not just safe from
one viralinfection, but also better
at managing and coping with many
reproductive healthissues that often
prove difficult to handle.

For instance, with many parents
now forced to spend many hours
at home with their children —who
would otherwise be at school — it
offers a good opportunity to have
that conversation that you've been
postponing for months now.

Thisis the time to talk to our
children about their sexuality and
their sexual health, especially those
who are at the gateway to puberty
and adolescence. It is time to begin
comprehensive sexuality education
at home; and eventually, hopefully,
continue the same at school.

If this pandemic has proven any-
thing, itis that parents are still at the
frontline in confronting and addressing
majority of the reproductive health
issues faced by their children.

Thelong hours spent athome
will also be a good opportunity for
men and women to brush up on how
to best manage their reproductive
health, family planning options and
how much finances to dedicate to
healthcarein general.

Thereis nothing like a global
healthcare emergency to remind us all
of how little attention we often pay to
our healthcare. You may not be able
to go to hospital for a general health
checkup at this time, but you have
allthe time in the world to acquaint
yourself with your sexuality and the
information necessary to take care
ofit.

Let us not squander thisrare
opportunity.

Kariukiis the head of Communica-
tions Naya Kenya
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