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Inside battle
firms ontokens

toend Johos’

port monopoly

@® Juba cuts Autoport’s cargo share to 20pc from 80pc
® Court stops building of Sh6.4bn grain handling plant

The State is secking to allow
more cooking gas dealers to
sell the commodity on a token-
based model to give consumers

more flexibility and drive use.
= COMPAMIES P.OG

Co-op Bank gets nod
to keep processing
coffee payments
Co-operative Bank of Kenya

has received an extension to
continue processing payment

LOGISTICS to coffee farmers through
JOSEPH its system following the
WANGUI postponement of the transition

The family of Mining Cabinet Secre-
tary Hassan Joho has suffered a double
blow after the High Court accepted a
petition challenging their dominance
of the business of handing South Su-
dan’s cargo through the Mombasa port.

Justice Peter Mulwa gave the green
light to a rival firm, Compact Freight,
to seek enforcement of a directive by
the South Sudan government that its
cargo be handled by five firms, instead
of two, including Autoport Freight Ter-
minals, which is associated with the
Joho family.

The Kenyan government has been
accused of going mute on South Su-

dan’s order to cut Autoport’s handling

of their business from 80 percent of the
cargo to 20 percent, which would deny
the Joho family billions of shillings in
annual revenues if effected.

The judge asked the Kenya Ports
Authority (KPA) to temporarily allo-
cate cargo based on the wishes of the
South Sudan government pending fur-

Mining Cabinet Secretary Hassan
Joho. DENNIS ONSONGD

ther directions from the court.

The challenge comes after the Su-
preme Court separately denied the
Joho family the chance to build a
second Shé6.4 billion grain bulk han-
dling facility via their firm’s Portside
Freight Terminals.

The Portside deal could have ended
the 25-year monopoly that Mombasa
tycoon Jaffer Mohamed has en-

joved in handling bulk grains, ‘ -~
generating outsized revenues

should look like.

ership.

olanda Muyonga compels :
Yyﬂu to confront every lazy
assumption you have held about
what a woman in engineering
i — making her one of the young-
Yet she's every bitthe engineer,

as much as an avocado is a fruit.
Currently serving as Chief Engi-
neer (Research and Innovation)
at the Kenya Pipeline Company,
Yolanda has 15 years in civil en-
gineering, infrastructure devel-
opment, and public service lead-
. holding every girl’s hand she can
Engineering in Kenya is still

a sea of men. She’s also only one
of the 28 women consulting engi-
neers in Kenya. Only 4.5 percent
of Kenya's consulting engineers :

are women. Recently, Yolanda was
awarded the prestigious Fellow
Membership Honor by the Insti-
tution of Engineers of Kenya (IEK)

est ever recipients and the young-
est female Fellow to receive this
distinction. These numbers dis-
turb her.

“These numbers tell a story,
but so does every girl who choos-
es to rise despite it,” she says.

These days, she has taken to

get, guiding TVET trainees, grad-
uate engineers, and young pro-
fessionals on a mentorship pro-
gramme, one promising hand at
atime.

to direct transfers to farmers’

individual accounts.
* MARKETS P.13

Foreigners sell
5h2.3bn KCB stake

Foreign investors cut their
collective stake in KCB Group
by 51.3 million shares valued
at Sh2.35 billion in the first five
months of the year, offloading
the stock to local institutional

buvers.
= MARKETS P.14
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Inside battle to end
Johos’ port monopoly
Cont. from p1

& over the period.

It was expected to deepen
the battle for new money under the
Joho family and the old wealth under
Jaffer, in control of the lucrative logis-
tics business at the port of Mombasa.

But the Supreme Court on June
30 stopped Portside’s bid on tender
irregularities and the speed at which
the firm was allowed to build a second
grain bulk handling facility through
a special procurement.

Now, the High Court has allowed
Compact Freight to challenge the
Johos' dominance of the South Su-
dan’s cargo handling, dealing a blow
tothe family's quest to dominate the
logistics business at the Mombasa
port.

It has also temporarily allowed the
cargo sharing formula provided by
the South Sudan government pend-
ing conclusion of the suit, cutting Au-
toport’s cargo handling share to 20
percent.

"The grant of leave does operate
as a stay of any allocations of cargo
handling ratios by the Cabinet Secre-
tary for Transport and KPA that is or
are contrary to the request contained
in the letter from the Government of
South Sudan dated June 16, 2025 ad-
dressed to the Cabinet for Transport
pending further directions on July 21,
2025," said Justice Mulwa.

Jubain the June 16 notice sought
more firms, including Compact, Com-
pact FTZ, Precision Container, and
LPC Global, to be allowed to handle
its goods in Kenya as it seeks to cut
Autoport Freight's dominance.

It reckons that the shift will ensure
a smooth flow of goods and stabilise
the cost of consumer products in
South Sudan.

The port of Mombasa, the biggest
in East Africa and the region’s trade
gateway, handles imports of fuel and
consumer goods as well as exports of
tea and coffee for landlocked neigh-
bours such as Uganda and South
Sudan.

*We hereby formally notify your
esteemed office of our decision to
cancel the previous cargo alloca-
tion...which had assigned 80 per-
cent of South Sudan seaborne cargo
to Autoport and 20 percent to Com-
pact Freight,” said Akol Ajawin, the
South Sudan Transport Minister, in
the June 16 letter to his Kenyan coun-
terpart, Davis Chirchir.

“This has led to bottlenecks and
a notable cargo auctioning incident,
adversely affecting commercial and
sensitive consignments - including
United Nations shipments.”

South Sudan wants the cargo to
be shared among five firms, with
Autoport handling 20 percent of the
cargo, Compact Freight 30 percent,
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Juba cargo share allocation

Zargo shagﬂ
Compact Freight Systems 3@{«
LPC Global Logistics 28%
Autaport Fraight Terminal 28
Compact FTZ Lt e
Frecision Container Freight 1a%

MIMISTRY OF TRANSPORT,S0UTH SUDAMN
Johos' Autoport has share cut from 88
percant

Compact FTZ 20 percent, Precision
Container 10 percent, and LPC Global
(20 percent).

Compact Freight sued the Kenyan
government for failing to implement
the South Sudan order cutting Au-
toport’s stake and increasing its share
10 30 percent.

“The respondents (KPA and Trans-
port ministry) have refused, neglect-
ed or otherwise failed to discharge
their statutory duties about the lawful
and proper implantation of the official
wishes of the Government of South
Sudan insofar as they affect the rights
and interests of Compact Freight,”
said Compact Freight.

Autoport has enjoyed a near mo-
nopoly over the business and was at
one time a target of the government
over alleged tax evasion.

It won the South Sudan contract
onthestrength of its deal with Kenya
Railways that offered it a terminal at
the Nairobi Inland Container Depot,
which is connected to the standard
gauge railway (SGR) and allowed the
easy evacuation of cargo from the
Mombasa port.

The man behind the firm is the
former governor's elder brother,
Abu Joho. The South Sudan deal was
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thrust into the spotlight after Presi-
dent William Ruto won the presiden-
¢y in the August 22 election against
his challenger, Raila Odinga.

Mr.Joho supported veteran oppo-
sition politician, Mr Odinga, in the
August 9 election, and the outcome
of the presidential election contest
fuelled fears that the new adminis-
tration would be inclined to review
the rail terminal deal.

In July last year, President Ruto
nominated key allies of Mr Odingato
his Cabinet, including Mr Joho, in a
move aimed at quelling growing dis-
content with the government.

South Sudan is second after
Uganda in the use of Mombasa port,
accounting for 12.7percent of cargo
to and from neighbouring countries.

Uganda accounts for the lion’s
share of 65.6 percent or 8.72 million
tonnes of the 13.28 million tonnes of
cargo from and to the neighbouring
countries.

=jwangui@ke nationmedia.com

Breakthrough
malaria drug offers
hope for infants

Leon Lidigu

Kenyan parents no longer have to
watch helplessly as their new-born
babies battle malaria with adult-
strength medicines that could prove
toxic to their developing bodies.

Swedish pharmaceutical giant No-
vartis has announced that Coartem
Baby has become the first malaria
treatment specifically approved for
infants weighing less than 4.5 Kilo-
grammes, ending a dangerous treat-
ment gap that has persisted for de-
cades.

The breakthrough comes as a life-
line for families across Kenya, where
approximately 70 per cent of the pop-
ulation remains at risk of malaria, and
where counties such as Kakamega and
Migori report infant mortality rates as
high as 73 deaths per 1,000 live births.

“Until now, there has been no ap-
ﬁfcﬁrﬁd malaria treatment for infants
weighing less than 4.5kg, leaving a
treatment gap,” said Vas Narasimhan,
chief executive of Novartis.

“They have instead been treated
with formulations intended foruse in
older children, which may increase the
risk of overdose and toxicity.”

The Swiss drug regulator, Swiss-
medic, approved the treatment fol-
lowing extensive Phase II/III clinical
trials that investigated new ratios and
doses of the antimalarial compound
artemether-lumefantrine, specifical-
Iy accounting for how babies’ imma-
ture organs process medicines differ-
ently from older children and adults.

Dr Nekoye Otsyula, Global Medi-
cal Affairs Director at Novartis, said
the company had spent a decade de-
veloping the infant-specific formula-
tion after discovering that traditional
dosing approaches were inadequate.

“Ten years ago, during a study, we
established that these babies don't
handle medicine as older children or
even adults do - their organs are still
maturing,” she said. “We had to go
back and model a dose that works be-
cause we firmly believe that babies are
not small adults and should be treat-
ed with the best evidence-based med-
icines.”

The new treatment, which will also
be known as Riamet Baby in some
countries, comes as two dispersible
tablets that dissolve easily in water or
breast milk. The medicine has been
given a sweet cherry flavour to make
administration easier for parents and
caregivers.

“There will be two dispersible tab-

lets which are put on a normal tea-
spoon of water and given by mouth,
which is very simple to administer and
very similar to what has been used for
25 years now,” Dr Otsyula added.

The medicine is designed to treat
infants and neonates weighing be-
tween two and five kilograms who
have acute, uncomplicated infections
caused by Plasmodium falciparum
or mixed infections including P. fal-
ciparum,.

Prof Umberto D'Alessandro, Direc-
tor of the MRC Unit at The Gambia and
the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, welcomed the de-
velopment, noting that previous ma-
laria treatments had only been prop-
erly tested in children aged at least
six months.

“That matters because neonates
and voung infants have immature liver
function and metabolise some medi-
cines differently, sothe dose for older
children may not be appropriate for
small babies,” he said.

The need for such a treatment is
stark. According to the World Health
Organisation, there were 263 million
cases of malaria and 597,000 deaths
globally in 2023, with almost all fa-
talities occurring in Africa. Children
under five years old accounted for
about three in four malaria deaths
across the continent.

In Kenva, the Ministry of Health'’s
2023-2027 malaria strategy highlights
the disease as a significant public
health problem. The 2022 Kenvya De-
mographic and Health Survey showed
that counties with high malariaende-
micity consistently reported the high-
estunder-five mortality rates over the
preceding decade.

Recent surveillance data reveal
that 76 per cent of Kenvan children
aged six months to 14 years who tested
positive for malaria had Plasmodium
falciparum infections, with north-
ern counties including Isiolo, Man-
dera, Turkana, Marsabit, and Wajir
increasingly reporting cases of Plas-
modium vivax. The scale of the chal-
lenge is immense. Some 30 million
babies are born in malaria-risk areas
across Africa each year, with surveys
across West Africa reporting infection
rates ranging from 3.4 percentto 18.4
per cent in infants younger than six
months old.

Martin Fitchet, Chief Executive of
Medicines for Malaria Venture, which
collaborated with Novartis on the de-
velopment, described the approval as
a crucial step forward.
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Posta CEO on how the

organisation’s financial
troubles and the strategy
it is banking on to recover

INTERVIEW
VINCENT OWINO

The Postal Corporation of Kenya
(Posta) is one of six State corpora-
tions that were ordered by the Cab-
inet in January to undergo restruc-
turing as part of a broader strategy to
make them self-reliant and profitable.

For years, Posta has struggled to
meet its financial obligations in the
face of dwindling revenues thanksto
risingdigital communication, which
has severely eroded its traditional
mail delivery business.

As it is, the corporation is on the
brink of collapse and has already laid
off hundreds of employees, and cut
back some costs. But an overhaul is
perhaps what could ultimately save it.

Postmaster-General and CEC John
Tonui speaks about how the organi-
sation landed in financial difficulty,
and the raft of reforms it is banking
on for recovery.

What exactly is the challenge
facing Posta that necessitates a
restructuring?

So basically, when I took over at the
Posta, our standing liabilities were at
Sh7.2 billion. That much, vis-a-vis a
revenue of Sh1.9 billion. So basical-
ly, what do you do? Because we really
wanted to turnaround the business,
one, we have to work on the liabilities
because with liabilities vou can't do
anything. So you really must put your
efforts to make sure that you bring
down those liabilities.

What liabilities are these?

These liabilities are largely unremit-
ted pension deductions, which cur-
rently stand at Sh2.2 billion. We also
have a debt of about Sh1.7 billion. This
is mostly money owed to suppliers.
Then we have accrued taxes to KRA
standing at Sh2.7 billion. And debt
to banks standing at around She00
million.

How did Posta accrue all these li-
abilities?

First of all, these are historical liabil-
ities. We didn’t inherit them yester-

&

‘We want to come up with a digital address for
every Kenyan, allowing them to order and receive
goods wherever they are in the country’

day. They are a result of years and
yvears of struggle. They re basical-
ly deductions that weren't remit-
ted, bills that weren't paid because
of cash flow issues. And itall comes
down to failing revenues.

S0, what is the game plan?
What we've done is that we've pre-

=

pared two Cabinet memos. The firstis
on restructuring of the balance sheet.
On that, we feel that these liabilities
need to be sorted out and we've sent a
proposal on how to do that, This Cabi-
net memo is at an advanced stage. It's
currently going through our ministry
right now, then it'll go to Treasury and
then to Cabinet.

What we're proposing in this memo
is that we be allowed to use some of our
assets to offset some of these liabili-
ties. We have a lot of assets, amount-
ing to about Shil.2 billion, and some
of them are just dormant.

The second memo is looking at the
restructuring of the business model of
the Postal Corporation of Kenya. Be-
cause what we want is a vibrant Post.
Vibrant in the sense that the revenues
we have continue to grow.

i J _How bad are the revenues right

now?

S0, as you know, our revenues are ba-
sically from four business units. One
is the mail, which gives us about 55
percent. Last year it was about Shl.2
billion. Remember, this is a depart-
ment that used to give us Sh2 billion.
It has come down because of chang-
ing user needs and technology. Then
we have courier department, which
gives us about 35 percent.

Last year, it was She90 million,
which was an increase from Sh415 mil-
lion the previous year. Thisisa growth
area. We want to grow it to Shl.2 bil-
lion in the next financial vear. Now, the
otherunit is financial, which gives us
one percent. And the last one is assets,
which give us about 12 percent.

So, how is Posta restructuring
going to boost the revenues?

I have been talking about strategic
partners. We want to open up the post.
From what it was before that used to
be a very closed entity. So we want to
open it up to strategic partners that
are able to invest substantial resourc-
es to make sure that Posta moves to
another level.

And the very key area that we're
looking at is the area of e-commerce,
We feel that every Kenyan needs to be
served by e-commerce. Even in the
rural areas. So we're looking at de-
veloping a national digital address
system. We want to come up with a dig-
ital address for every Kenyan, allow-
ing them to order and receive goods
wherever they are in the country. This
will be able to boost our revenues. If

we can be able to deliver parcels any-
where in the country, it will increase
our earnings.

Anything else changing?
Yes, another area that we're seeking
to restructure is the courier. We have
looked at the German Post, which was
making losses. The Royal Mail of Brit-
ain was making losses. The Japan Post
was one of the worst performing postal
networks in the world. But surprising-
ly, they're the ones that have just re-
cently donated to us. That means that
there are so many things that they've
done to reengineer their business
models through new strategies.

What the German Post did, is the
courier part of their business, they
offered it to a strategic partner. And
that's what we're doing as well, We're
looking for a very serious strategic
partner for the EMS part of our busi-
ness, who is able to pump in not less
than Sh2.5billion inthat area, subject
to Cabinet approval. If we get that in-
vestor, we'll shed some of the things
we have been doing and then concen-
trate on the core business, which is
mail.

The other thing we're looking at
is the financial unit. What Japan did
is they came up with three subsidiar-
ies, but managed by main Post, It's
the same thing Germany has done,
and the same that the UK Royal Mail
has done. And we're also moving in
the same direction even with our fi-
nancial services unit.

And the assets?

We're also looking at commerciali-
sation of our assets. We have assets
worth over Shll.1 billion. Land alone is
worth about Sh7.9 billion. That is what
we want to commercialise. For exam-
ple, we have a land at Yaya Centre. But
what we do we do with it? We've just
leased them at a throw-away price. But
we want somebody that can be able
to look at the viability of that asset,
and be able to generate revenue for
Posta, and also for them as a strate-
gic partner.

How soon do you expect this re-
structuring to kick off, then?

I can’t say for sure now, but we're at
an advanced stage. What I can tell you
is that within the next three months.
we should have gotten feedback from
Cabinet and things will start moving.

=svogweno@ke.nationmedia.com
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Treasury shields KRA in race
to net unpaid property taxes

Allan Odhiambo

The transfer of property temporarily
held by the Kenya Revenue Authori-
ty(KRA) as security pending clearance
of tax liabilities will not attract any
fees, as the Treasury moves to maxi-
mise collections from such transac-
tions.

The Finance Act 2025 has amend-
ed the Tax Procedure Act in a two-
part change aimed at streamlining
the enforcement of tax debts secured
against such property.

“Section 40 of the Tax Procedures
Act is amended— (a)in subsection
(2), by inserting the words “or stamp
duty” immediately after the word
“fee”; (b)by deleting the proviso to
subsection (5) and substituting there-
for the following new proviso...” the
Finance Act 2025 says.

*— Provided that—{a)where a plan
has been agreed between the taxpay-
er and the commissioner, the liability
shall be settled within the agreed pay-
ment plan before the notification by
the commissioner is lifted.”

The new law further said that any
transfer of property arising from such
a settlement arrangement shall be
exempt from stamp duty.

The changes meanthat a registrar
is now allowed to register a notifica-
tion from the commissionertohold a
defaulting taxpayer's property as se-
curity forunpaid tax without charging
stamp duty. This marks a shift from
the old arrangement whereby the law
allowed the registrar to list a notifica-
tion from the commissioner as a re-
straint on property for unpaid taxes
without levying or charging a fee, but
did not specify whether stamp duty
was payable on such property as pre-
scribed in the Stamp Duty Act.

T ren

Imlm
Property income (Sh bn)

Collections fram property income rose
by 25 percent to Sh22.43 billion in
2023724 from Sh42.28 billion
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Further, the Finance Act 2025 has
amended Section 40(5) and exempt-
ed stamp duty payment on the trans-
fer of property charged as security by
the commissioner where the taxpay-
er fails to pay the tax liability.

Stamp duty is a mandatory tax
charged on the transfer of land or
property in Kenya and is applied at a
rate of four percent and two percent of
the property’s market value in urban
and rural areas, respectively.

Failure to pay the duty and or as-
sessed amounts leads to a fine that is
assessed at five percent of the princi-
pal stamp duty for every guarter from

the date of the registered transaction.
The law requires that the tax be

paid within 30 days after assessment
in the case of locally registered trans-

b
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actions. In the case ::rf dm: uments exe-
cuted abroad and sent for registration
locally, the law demands that stamp
duty be paid within 30 days of receiv-
ing the documents.

Analysts said the changes will ease
the administrative burden for KRA as

it pursues tax dues on property trans-
actions.

“The changes are intended to fa-
cilitate the enforcement and settle-
ment of tax liabilities secured against
property by removingstamp dutyasa
transactional EGSL-II;_[ twip ke §eenar-

charge over the property; (b} and the
subsequent transfer of the property
pursuant to a settlement plan,” ana-
lysts at Bowmans said in a note.

“This is expected to enhance the
KERA'sab ilit"y’ to recover unpaid taxes
through structured agreements,” they
added.

Stamp duty exemption may be
obtained for transactions including
transfer of land to charitable organ-
isations as gifts; transfer of property
between spouses; transfer of family
property to the members on demise of
a family member in whose name the
property was registered; and trans-
fer of land from a holding company
and its subsidiaries where the holding
company owns not less than 90per-
cent of the shares of the subsidiary.
=acdhiambo@ke.nationmedia.com
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Record customs revenue
inJanuary over new
alcohol, sugar tax formula

Dominic Omondi

New higher taxes on imported alcohol
and sugar lifted customs revenue col-
lection to a record Sh82.55 billion in
January, representing a 121.1 percent
performance rate for the Customs and
Border Control Department.

The Kenya Revenue Authority
(KRA) attributed the record collections
inthe period tothe Tax Laws (Amend-
ment) Act, which took effect on Decem-
ber 27, 2024, and introduced a new for-
mula for calculation of excise duty on
alcoholic beverages.

Previously, excise on beer, wine,
and spirits was levied using a flat rate
per litre. But under the new law, the
Treasury adopted a formula based
on pure alcohol content—common-
Iy known as alcohol by volume (ABV).
___From aflat-rate per litre, excise duty

Lan: df{fﬁbhullc drinks was now based on
strength, Sh10 per centilitre of pure
alcohol.

This transition meant that stronger
alcoholicdrinks attracted higher taxes,
leading to increased revenue from im-
ports, especially from traditional trad-
ing partners such as the United King-
dom and the European Union, from
which Kenya imports its whiskies and
wines, respectively.

“This change in the excise formu-
la was effective immediately, and its
impact on revenue was felt in just a
few days,” said a senior official in the
Customs Department.

Excise duty onimported sugar was
also raised from Shs per kilogramme
to Sh7.50 per kilogramme, in a move
aimed at shielding local producers
from cheaper imports and boosting
domestic production. The combined

Lilian Nyawanda, Commissioner
Customs & Border Control at KRA.

effect of these measures significantly
lifted the customs department’s per-
formance in the second half of the fi-
nancial year.

By the end of the 2024/2025 finan-
cial yearinJune, Customs and Border
Control had collected Sh&79.3 billion,
representing an 11.1 percent growth
compared to the previous vear. This
growth outpaced the 4.9 percent
growth rate recorded in 2023/2024.

The department exceeded its reve-
nue target, posting a 1059 percent per-
formance rate, with an average daily
collection of Sh3.55 billion, accord-
ing to Customs Commissioner Lilian
Nyawanda. She noted that imported
alcoholic beverages were a key driver
of this growth.

The customs department’s strong
performance comes at atime when the
government is under pressure to boost
domestic revenue collection amid re-
duced access to concessional loans and
mounting debt repayment obligations.
=dakure@ke.nationmedia.com
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Phoebe Asiyo, trailblazer in gender equality fight, dies at 93

Moses Nyamori

Phoebe Asiyo, the brains behind two-
thirds gender rule and former Kara-
chuonyvo Member of Parliament, is
dead. Asiyo died yesterday in North
Carolina, United States of America,
her family announced.

“With heavy hearts, the Asivo
family shares the profound loss of
our cherished mother, Hon Dr Phoebe

Muga Asiyo, who has peacefully
passed away in North Carolina, USA.

Her presence and love will be deeply
missed by all who knew her,” said the
family. “We kindly ask for your un-
derstanding and patience as we navi-
oate this difficult time. Details regard-
ing the memorial services and funeral
arrangements will be communicat-
ed soon.”

Asiyo - the first black president of
Maendeleo Ya Wanawake Organisa-
tion (MYWO) having been elected in
1958 - is a trailblazer in the fight for
gender equality. She is credited with

many rights that women enjoy today,
including their active involvement in
elective politics. She was elected twice
as MP for Karachuonvo Constituency
in 1982 and 1992.

It was during her stint in Parlia-
ment that she pushed for major re-
forms for the inclusion of women in
the country’s politics and leadership.

Through her initiative, the Affir-
mative Action fund which disbursed
Shl,000,000 to women contesting for
political seats was established.

In 1997 while serving as an MP, she
tabled an Affirmative Action motion
in the seventh parliament.

The motion was designed for
female victims of domestic abuse,
widows disinherited of their family
property and female politicians sub-
jected to violence during elections.

It also sought to assist women po-
litical aspirants facing different hur-
dles such as inadegquate resources,
cultural hindrance and patriarchal
norms. The motion would address

child marriage, widow inheritance,
limited access to health services and
female genital mutilation.

Asivo taught briefly at Pumwani
School in Nairobi before resigning to
work at Nairobi Municipal Council as
a social worker.

Later, she joined Maendeleo Ya Wa-
nawake Organisation and in 1953, one
vear after it was formed, was elected
as its first African President in 1958,
where she served for four years.
=smnyamari@ke.nationmedia.com
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Taxation.

How a new fraud wave slowed VAT collections

Constant Munda

Value added tax (VAT) collections
slowed in the year ended June on the
back of a fresh wave of fraudulent
deals, which prompted the Kenya Rev-
enue Authority(KRA) to launch inves-
tigations that triggered internal staff
redeployments and flagged more than
4,000 shrewd traders.

Domestic VAT receipts posted the
first single-digit growth in four years,
with collections rising a modest 4.20
percent to Sh327.34 billion. This was
aslowdown from 15,31 percent growth
to Sh314.16 billion in the prior year
ended June 2024,

The performance was the worst
since Kenva started implementing
VAT reforms, following the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund-backed over-
haul of the previous legislation in Sep-
tember 2013, excluding the pandemic
vears of 2019/20 and 2020/21.

This came in a financial year when
the KRA removed 475 officials from
approving applications for VAT and
flagged 4,434 traders linked to a fraud-
ulent scheme, which it estimated was

KRA Commissioner-General Humphrey
Wattanga.

siphoning about 8h2.5 billion month-
ly in the first half of the year.

“In the first half of the financial
vear, KRA collected Sh148.37 billion.
In the second half of the financial
vear, KRA implemented a raft of VAT
compliance initiatives to seal revenue
loopholes, enabling the collection of
Shi178.962 billion,” KRA Commission-
er-General Humphrey Wattanga wrote
in the annual revenue performance
report released last week.

The reforms included VAT re a0 .‘_-

tions revert to a manual system where-

Domestic VAT (Sh bn)

Domestic VAT receipts posted the first
single-digit growthin four years
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bv traders are required to physically
present proof of identity.

This, KRA officials told the Busi-
ness Daily in May, was aimed at seal-
ing revenue leaks through the noto-
rious 'Missing Trader Scheme' which
shrewd traders have exploited to issue
fictitious invoices depicting a business
transaction where no goods and ser-
vices were supplied.

The traders penetrated the VAT
system despite heavy investment in

_technology to enhange compliance _ anoly
Yand Hﬁtlgﬁt&?éﬁgﬁlﬁiéaiﬂg&jﬁyiﬁﬂ “Ruell as locally assembled and manu-

of the VAT Automated Audit (VAA)

system and the Electronic Tax Invoice
Management System (eTIMS).

VAA system detects inconsisten-
cies in VAT returns by comparing
PIN, invoice number, date and value
of transactions declared by the buyer
to that of the seller. The system then
generates reports to taxpayers who
have to amend the returns within 15
days or risk losing refund claims.

eTIMS, on the other hand, moni-
tors business transactions for regis-
tered companies in real-time, enabling
the taxman to flag discrepancies in
income tax returns filed by firms.

The continued VAT fraud, where
traders collude with KRA staft, has
seen the Treasury in recent years push
for full enforcement of the IMF-backed
reforms by restricting zero-rating for
VAT purposes, toexport of goods and
services, while limiting exemptions to
zoods supplied in raw form.

Recent proposals to remove a raft
of goods such as raw materials for the
manufacture of animal feeds, biceth-
anol vapor stoves, and motorcycles, as

factured mobile phones, electric bi-

cycles, solar and lithium-ion batter-
ies, from VAT zero-rated to exempt
through the Finance Bill 2025 were
shot down by lawmalkers.

“We should have taken all goods
from zero-rated to exempt. The rea-
soning is very simple. Zero-rating,
theoretically, should make the prod-
uct cheaper than when the product
is exempt. However, experience and
practice show us that that benefit is
never passed to the consumers,” Trea-
sury Cabinet Secretary John Mbadi
said in May.

“Secondly, and the worst is that,
it [VAT zero-rating] is abused. There
are a lot of fictitious refunds at KRA
where people sell to themselves by
creating fake companies. You create
acompany X and another Y, and then
X invoices Y when there are no goods
sold. After the invoice is made, I goto
KRA and say I paid X this much, and
that is what we call a missing trader.
When you check the record, vou will
never find anywhere where that com-
pany is operating.”

= cmunda@ke.nationmedia.com
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Energy |

State eyes more LPG firms on tokens

John Mutua

The State is seeking to allow more
cooking gas dealers to sell the com-
modity on a token-based model to give
consumers more flexibility and drive
use of liquified petroleum gas (LPG).

This is through Guidelines on Li-
censing LPG Cylinders Smart Meter
Technology Providers, 2025 that will
see Kenya embrace uptake of cook-
ing gas on pay-as-you-go model from
the current scenario where over 90
percent of the cooking fuel is sold in
a form that does not offer consumers
payment flexibility.

Cooking gas is available in four
packagesthat include six kilogrammes
and 13-kilogrammes for homes and
the 22.5-kilogrammes and 50-kilo-
grammes containers which are mainly
for businesses and institutions. The
cheapest pack is the one for six-kilo-
grammes and retails at upwards of
Sh1,300.

Currently, a handful of dealers no-
tably M-Gas and PayGo Energy are pi-

LPG consumption (‘@88 MT)
LFG demand rose by 136 percent to 4149
thousand tonnes in 2824
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oneering the token-based model, in
what the energy regulator describesas
market feasibility tests for the model.
In the case of M-Gas, the cylinder
is equipped with a smart meter that
will show how much gas a customer
has paid for and what is remaining.
Payments are made through
M-Pesa with the gas automatically dis-
connecting when a customer hascom-

pletely consumed the amount paid for.

Energy and Petroleum Regulatory
Authority (Epra) says offering homes
and businesses buyer flexibility is key
to spurring growth given that consum-
ers will now be able to buy cooking gas
based on the cash available.

“The feedback on the uptake of the
technology has been positive neces-
sitating the development of a frame-
work to facilitate the operation and
full adoption of the technology,” Epra
says inthe regulations currently open
to the public for scrutiny.

“This framework guides the licens-
ing of sale of LPG through the LPG
smart meter model, consumer pro-
tection considerations, smart meter
safety and environmental health and
safety (EHS) requirements.”

Granting consumers more flexibil-
ity is key to helping the government
drive LPG per capita consumption to
15 kilogrammes from the current 7.5
kilogrammes.

This model is critical in low-in-

ceme settings amid egonomic hard-

ships that are pushing households to
cheaper but harmful options such as
charcoal. Consumption of cooking gas
hit a record high of 414,200 tonnes
last year, a growth of 13.6 percent from
365,300 tonnes used in 2023 as more
households, institutions and business-
es switch to LPG.

“Sfordability of LPG as a fuel in
households is key to achieve this
strategic objective (doubling per
capita consumption of LPG to 15 ki-
logrammes),” Epra adds.

Last yvear’s growthin LPG use could
have been higher had dealers lowered
prices in line with the government's
decision to lower its taxation,

Kenya removed the eight percent
Value Added Tax, 3.5 percent Import
Declaration Fee and the 2.5 Railway
Development Levy on cooking gas two
years agoinabid to lower prices of the
commodity and spur its consumption.

The tax cuts are part of a plan to
make LPG the number one cooking
fuel and lower use of dirty fuels.

—imutua@ke.nationmedia.com

Stanchart launches
sustainability report

Standard Chartered Bank Kenya
and Africa Managing Director
and CEO Kariuki Ngari (right)
with board Chairperson Kellen
Kariuki during the launch ofthe
bank's 2024 Sustainability Pro-
gress Report at the head office in

Nairobi yesterday. Lucy wanJRU
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Court. |

Lobby fights
Nyachac's
appointment
as DBK chair

Sam Kiplagat

A community-based organisation has
moved to court to challenge the ap-
pointment of Michael Nyachae asthe
chairperson of the State-owned Devel-
opment Bank of Kenya(DBK).

Operation Linda Jamii said in a pe-
tition to the High Court that the ap-
pointment of Mr Nyachae, two years
ago, was done in contravention of the
law and the Constitution, and ought
to be quashed.

Justice Chacha Mwita directed Prof
Fredrick Ogola, who filed the case on
behalf of the organisation, to serve
parties named in the case with the
court documents, immediately.

The judge directed the respon-
dents, including Mr Nvachae, Attor-
ney-General Dorcas Oduor, the Trea-
sury, and the Central Bank of Kenya ,
to file their responses within five days
after being served.

‘The court will give directions on
the hearing of the case on July 28,
2025.

“A declaration that the gazette
notice No. 8227 of 20th June, 2023,
appointing the 5th Respondent (Mr
Nyachae) as the chairperson of the 4th
Respondent (Development Bank of
Kenya) state corporation isillegal, un-
lawful and unconstitutional.” he said.

Prof Ogola wants the court to issue
an order prohibiting Mr Nyachae from
occupying and performing the func-
tions of the office of the chairperson of
the board of directors of DBK.

He said the appointment was done
in an opaque manner.
=skiplagat@ke.nationmedia.com

Court. |

Raw nerves as Nairobi Hospital factions square it out in court

Sam Kiplagat

Tempers flared in court vesterday
during hearing of a dispute pitting
factions fighting for control of Nairo-
bi Hospital. High Court judge Nixon
Sifuna had to ask all people, except
lawvyers, to leave the courtroom for
them to hold a ‘conference’.

This was after several lawyers, who
had lost applications and pleas to the
judge for him to adjourn the matter,

insisted on the case being pushed to
another date.

When it became apparent that Jus-
tice Sifuna was determined to proceed
with an application for contempt of
court against three senior ofhcials of
the hospital, lawvyer Peter Wanyama,
for ousted chairman Barcley Onvam-
bu, asked the judge to recuse himself
from hearing the matter.

According to Mr Wanyama, the
judge had exhibited bias against his

client and should disqualify himself
from hearing the case. “Iwant to make
an oral application for recusal. You
have no jurisdiction to hear the [con-
tempt of court| application. You have
made up your mind against my client,”
Mr Wanyama submitted.

In ashort ruling, Justice Sifuna said
when an application for recusal of a
judge is made, it must be heard first
because "justice must not only be done

but also seen to be done”. On July 9,

Justice Sifuna directed Dr Onyambu,
the hospital’s chief executive officer
Felix Osano and Gilbert Nyamwevya
(company secretary) to appear before
him, for the hearing of the contempt
of court application.

Dr Job Obwaka, aligned to another
group led by Herman Manvora, who
was installed as the chairman through
a special board meeting on June 30,
want the three cited for contempt of
court for disobeying a court order.

He said through lawyer Ochieng
Oduol that the officials proceeded with
a retreat in Naivasha, held on July 3
and 4, in defiance of a court order.

But in response, Dr Onyambu said
the board of directors and staff mem-
bers were already in Naivasha, when
they were served with the court order,
stopping the retreat.

Justice Sifuna pushed hearing of
the case to August 22,
=skiplagat@ke.nationmedia.com
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Sh2bn Ketraco and Chinese
firm row sent to arbitration

Sam Kiplagat

The High Court has referred a Sh2.18
billion dispute between a Chinese
firm and State-owned Kenya Elec-
tricity Transmission Company (Ket-
raco) to arbitration.

Justice Peter Mulwa further de-
clined to issue any orders as sought by
North China Power Engineering Com-
pany, saving it would not be proper to
restrain Ketraco from dealing with
a “critical transnational infrastruc-
ture project which would not only
harm public interest but also Ken-
va's energy security”.

The Chinese firm sued Ketraco
seeking compensation for ‘idle time’
following delayed implementation of
the Kenya-Tanzania Power Intercon-
nection project.

‘Idle time' is an amount paid as
compensation for the time a contrac-
tor's employees or machines remain
unproductive due to factors that can
either be controlled or uncontrolled
by the contracting party.

Ketraco said the Chinese firm had
sought orders compelling it to deposit
$4,912,045 plus another Sh1.54 billion
in an interest earning account, a move
that was akin to inviting the court to
supervise arbitration proceedings.

The contractor had claimed that
Ketraco was getting income from
the project and if the orders sought
were not granted, the corporation was
likely touse the money for other pur-
poses and deprive it of its income.

“Upon perusal of the record, I find
no evidence that the subject matter of
arbitration is under any threat, and
there is no demonstrable irreparable
injury to be occasioned, or if it were
to be suffered that monetary compen-

sation would be inadequate if award-
ed in arbitration,” said justice Mulwa
in a decision issued on July 16, 2025.

The judge said granting the orders

sought by the Chinese firm would éf-.. Sonnettionline was énefgised %ﬂrhﬂ b

fectively determine the dispute, vio-
lating the arbitration agreement.

He said arbitration was a time
bound dispute resolution mecha-
nism designed to save time.

“To the extent that parties are
agreed on the correct forum for this
dispute, I exercise my discretion and
direct that parties do appoint an ar-
bitrator for the formal commence-
ment of the arbitral proceedings,” said
the judge.

Ketraco had opposed the appli-
cation stating that for claims, the
contract provided for an elaborate
procedure for submitting a claim
for additional costs or extension of
time, responses to the claim by the
procuring entity and resolution of
any emerging dispute to claim. Ket-
raco said it wanted the dispute to be

arbitrated in Kenya by a single arbi-
trator appointed by the chairperson
of the Chartered Institute of Arbitra-
tion of Kenva.

“The defendant will be greatly
prejudiced if this present suit is al-
lowed to continue before this hon-
ourable court as it would amount to
duplicity of suits in different fora that
will out-rightly embarrass the judi-
cial system,” said Ketraco through the
firm of MMA Advocates LLP.

‘The energy project, which involved
construction of about 510 kilometres
of High Voltage Alternating Current
(HVAC) transmission line from Kenvya
to Tanzania, was supposed tostart in
February 2018 and be complete in De-
cember 2018, but was delayed to 2023.

During the period the firm says
it incurred financial losses which it
wants Ketraco forced to compensate.
, fThe Kenya Tapsanigpomeyinter-

last year.

The Chinese firm says the initial
contract sum was 5h3.3 billion and
that the job was to be implemented
within 22 months starting February
14, 2017. The EUII]]J[E‘[ londate was ex-
pected to be December 2018.

However, the project experienced
multiple delays, and the contract doc-
uments were amended nine times to
provide addendums on the comple-
tion date, The last addendum is dated
July 4, 2023, extending the comple-
tion date to December 31, 2023.

Following the extension of the con-
tract duration, the price was varied to
$22,428,704 and Sh535,169,929 (cu-
mulatively Sh3.34 billion) to reflect
tax adjustments and administrative
compliance.
=skiplagat@ke.nationmedia.com

Transport.

Isuzu in Sh387m trucks
deal with SGA Security

Edna Mwenda

Isuzu East Africa has signed a $300
million (Sh387.6 million) deal to sell
customised trucks to SGA Security,
which will use the vehicles for its cash-
in-transit (CIT) and courier services.

The agreement will see the motor
vehicle dealer sell 48 units of the
trucks to the security firm, augment-
ing its sales. The standard truck is
priced at Sh4.13 million, according
to Isuzu's website.

The total cost of customised ver-
sion is expected to be different due to
layers of protection that will be built
in.

Under terms of the agreement,
Isuzu will supply the truck's cabin and
chassis which will be customised into
CIT courier vehicles for SGA Security.

The deal with SGA Security isone of
the latest for Isuzu, which has signed
contracts to deliver fleets of buses,

_trucks and pick-ups to various govern-
ent departments and private sector

players in diverse industries including
public transport.

“We are proud to partner with SGA
Security, a brand that, like Isuzu, is
synonymous with trust and reliabil-
ity,” Isuzu’s chief executive Rita Ka-
vashe said in a statement.

“The Isuzu NMR 85H trucks are en-
gineered for high performance and
durability, making them ideal for the
demanding cash-in-transit applica-
tion. Through our strong aftersales
support and extensive dealer network,
we will ensure SGA enjoys maximum
uptime and operational efficiency as
they scale their services regionally.”

The partnership started yesterday.
Security firms offer Cash-in-Transit
services to deliver money from a bank
branch to a customer’s premises and
also collect the same for delivery to

a bank and deposit into the custom-
er's account.

Banks also use the services to deliv-
er cash to their automated teller ma-
chines . CIT can also be used to trans-
port other valuable goods including
jewelry and precious metals.

SGA Security says purchase of the
Isuzu trucks will help its regional ex-
pansion in Uganda and Tanzania.

“This partnership with Isuzu East
Africa marks a significant milestone
in our regional growth strategy,” said
Jules Delahaije, the CEO and chair-
man of SGA Security Group.

“With Isuzu’s proven track record
in reliability and performance, we are
confident that this collaboration will
strengthen our ability to serve our

“The Isuzu NMR 85H
trucks are engineered
for high performance
and durability,
making them ideal
for the cash-in-transit
application.

lsuzu’s chief executive Rita Kavashe

clients more effectively and secure-
ly across East Africa.”

The Isuzu NMR is one of Isuzu's
top-selling models, with the company
having delivered 111 unitsto clients in
the first quarter ended March accord-
ing to data from the Kenya Motor In-
dustry Association (KMI).

The truck, which has robust frame
and rigid axle suspension, is popular
foruse in urban delivery assignments
as well as long-haul transport.
=emwenda@ke.nationmedia.com

Education. |

State suspends reclassification of teachers’ hardship areas

Geoffrey Ondieki

The government has temporarily
stopped implementation of the recent
review of hardship area classifications
following protests by teachers, civil
servants and political leaders.
Public Service Cabinet Secretary
Geoffrey Ruku said that the minis-
tries of Education and Public Service

had decided to freeze effecting rec-
ommendations a report on the new

classifcation of areas eligible for hard-
ship allowances to allow for a re-eval-
uation. The reclassification had trig-
gered widespread uproar, particularly
in arid and semi-arid regions.

"We have decided to hold onto the
report for now. We need to re-evalu-
atethe report together with the stake-
holders and elected leaders before its
implementation,” Ruku announced
when he toured Samburu county.

Public servants especially teachers

in Turkana, Samburu, Marsabit, West
Pokot and parts of the Coast and North
Eastern regions voiced fears, that the
review would lead to the removal of
their regions from the hardship cate-
gory — amove they said would worsen
their already difficult working con-
ditions.

The CS assured public servants that
their hardship allowances were not at
risk of being discontinued in the up-
coming review.

"Let public servants not fear that
their hardship allowances may be dis-
continued any time soon. The govern-
ment iscommitted toensuring there is
rigorous public participation from all
stakeholders betore the implementa-
tion of the report,” the CS added.

Lawmakers and teachers' unions
had demanded answers from the ex-
ecutive over what they termed as a
scheme to disenfranchise marginal-
ised regions.

InSamburu, Senator Steve Lelegwe
noted that the government’s decision
to downgrade the county's hardship
classification from "extreme” to "mod-
erate,” would disadvantage public ser-
vants working in the region.

He said the move ignored constant
insecurity, drought, poor mobile net-
work coverage, and poor infrastruc-
ture.

=Gondieki@ke.nationmedia.com
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Sino-Kenya Craftsman
Academy unveiled

From left: Education Cabinet Sec-
retary Julius Ogamba, the Gover-
nor of the Peoples Government
of Inner Mongolia Autonomous

Reoion Wang Lixia and Inner Mon-

ogolia Technical College of Mechan-
ics and Electronics Party Secretary
Wang Jun Wei during the unveil

ing of the proposed Sino-Kenya |

Craftsman Academy at Technical
University of Kenya (TUK) yester-
day. Mr Ogamba said the academy
will boost Kenya's capacity to offer
quality artisan training and foster
innovation, research, and stronger
linkages between academia and in-

dustry. FRANGIS NDER

Diplomacy. |

S. Sudan’s Kiir urges removal
of sanctions, arms embargo

KINHUA

South Sudan President Salva Kiir
on Wednesday called for the lifting
of sanctions and arms embargo im-
posed following the outbreak of a
conflict in December 2013.
Speaking during the opening of
the Revitalised Transitional Nation-
al Legislative Assembly in Juba, cap-
ital of South Sudan, Kiir said the
sanctions and arms embargo are hin-
dering progress and security reform.
"To our international partners,
South Sudan's foreign policy is un-
derpinned by peaceful coexistence,

regional cooperation and mutual re-
spect. However, [ reiterate our call
for the immediate lifting of sanc-
tions and the arms embargo,” said
Kiir.

South Sudan has been under a
United Nations arms embargo since
2018, which prohibits weapons
transfers and external military sup-
port to the country's warring parties.

Kiir also urged all parties to the
2018 revitalised peace agreement to
recommit without setting pre-con-
ditions toward the implementation
of the now fragile peace pact.

Funding.|

USsenateexempts HIV/Aids
funding from planned cuts

BBC

Republicans in the US Senate have
said they will spare the US-backed
HIV/Aids programme Pepfar from
cuts, amid a larger effort to reduce
government spending.

Senators said they would end a
plan to cut $400m (£300m) from the
President’s Emergency Plan for Aids
Relief programme, leaving total pro-
posed cuts at $9bn.

The proposition was made in
a Senate amendment to a rescis-
sions package - meaning a bill that
allows lawmakers to cancel previ-

ous funding approved by Congress.
The planned cancellations also in-
clude funds for international aid and
public broadcasting.

If the Pepfar amendment is ap-
proved, the bill will go back to the
House of Representatives for anoth-
er vote ahead of a Friday deadline.

Multiple senators from both par-
ties had expressed concern with cuts
to Pepfar, which was launched under
President George Bush and has been
credited with saving tens of millions
of lives around the world, especial-
ly in Africa,

Trade. |

S. Africaasserts continent’s G20 agenda despite Trump's tarifis

REUTERS

South African Reserve Bank Gov-
ernor Lesetja Kganyago said on
Wednesday that an "African agenda”
including climate change and
cross-border payment systems, was
still due to be discussed by G20 fi-
nance chiefs, amid fears that tariffs
would overshadow the gathering.
US Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent skipped the gathering in
Durban, marking his second con-
secutive absence from G20 finance
meetings and raising questions

about its ability to tackle pressing
global challenges.

President Cyril Ramaphosa has
sought to leverage Africa's first G20
presidency to promote the African
agenda, which also included topics
such as the high cost of capital.

Kganyvago emphasised the push
for a coordinated African payments
system to facilitate trade across the
continent, a move that could face
scrutiny from US President Donald
Trump.

Trump has threatened tariffs on
Brics nations for promoting "an-

ti-American” policies, including
advocating for payments in local
currencies instead of relying on the
dollar system.

"As African central banks, we
have decided that we are going to
enable the movement of payments
across borders,” Kganyago said.

"We are doing it not to bypass any-
body, we are doing it because it will
facilitate trade on our continent.”

The G20, initially formed to ad-
dress global economic crises, has
evolved into a key platform for policy
coordination. However, Trump's

baseline 10 percent tariff on all US
imports, along with punitive rates
targeting specific countries and
products, has created significant
policy uncertainty.

And while delegates said tariffs
were the biggest theme affecting the
global economy, Kganyago said G20
members would not develop a coor-
dinated response to the threats.

He instead highlighted the im-
portance of individual countries tai-
loring their strategies to suit their
economies, like during the Covid
pandemic.

Friday, July 18, 2025

Repatriation. |

Eswatini says it is holding
US deportees in prisons,
aims to repatriate them

REUTERS

Eswatini's government said on
Wednesday it was holding five
third-country nationals deported
from the United States in isolated
prison units under a deal with Pres-
ident Donald Trump's administra-
tion, but sought to eventually send
them home.

The US Homeland Security De-
partment said on Tuesday that a
deportation flight carrying im-
migrants from five countries had
landed in Eswatini, after the US Su-
preme Court lifted limits on deport-
ing migrants to countries that are
not their own.

The five individuals on the flight
were convicted criminals from Viet-
nam, Jamaica, Laos, Cuba and
Yemen, it said.

US Department of Homeland
Security spokeswoman Tricia Mc-
Laughlin said on X their home
countries had refused to take them
back.

Politics. |

Cameroon’s Biya, 92,
reshuffles military top
brass ahead of vote

REUTERS

Cameroon’s 92-year-old President
Paul Biva, the world's oldest head of
state, has overhauled the military’s
top ranks, inwhat analystssayisan
effort to ensure the armed forces
back his bid for an eighth term after
a public outcry.

The personnel moves, an-
nounced late on Tuesday in a series
of presidential decrees, affect nearly
all branches of the armed forces.
They include the appointment of
new chiefs of staff for the infantry,
air force and navy as well as the pro-
motion of eight brigadier generals
to the rank of major general.

One of the promoted generals is
the coordinator of the elite Rapid
Intervention Battalion, a special
forces unit often deploved in count-
er-terrorism operations and seen as
central to Biva's security apparatus.
The decrees also named a new spe-
cial presidential military adviser.

The decrees were published
two days after Biya, in power since
1982, announced he would run for
his eighth term in office in Camer-
oon's presidential election sched-
uled for October 12, The seven-year
term could keep him in office until
he is nearly 100.
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Talanta project tests new financing model

In the new arrangement, the government raises upfront cash to settle arrears and fund the infrastructure budget

JAINDI
KISERO

It seems that securitisation of stat-

utory levies is the new game in town

for our cash-strapped government.
Just the other day, they secur:%lsed

a fraction of the Roads Maintenance. '-i'-"- 3

Levyinatransaction that made it pos-
sible for the Kenya Roads Board to
raise Sh178 billion in upfront cash to
settle pending bills, including con-
tractor claims on projects left behind
by the previous administration of
President Uhuru Kenyatta.

The latest transaction is the deal
where they have just securitised the
Sports Development Levy and raised
a massive Sh44.8 billion. As we all
know, the main source of income for
this fund is proceeds from betting and
lottery taxes and fees.

The government intends to use
this money to pay the Chinese con-
tractor- China Roads and Bridges Cor-
poration, currently constructing the
60,000-seater Talanta Stadium on
Ngong Road.

We are in the middle of a trend
that is beginning to resemble a rap-
id-fire securitisation binge. What is
next in line? Perhaps they will now
start thinking about securitising the
Railway Development Levy Fund —
or the Tourism Promotion Fund, the
Housing Levy, or the Universal Ser-
vice Fund, managed by the Commu-
nications Authority of Kenya.

Under the current trend, and with
the seemingly growing appetite for
securitisation deals, airport charges
and receivables from parastatals such
as the Kenya Ports Authority may
become tempting prospects for the
government.

What does securitisation of receiv-
ables mean in simpler terms? Itis a
simple model: you borrow tomorrow’s
money to pay today’s bills and, in the

mm'sboﬁ's: clTYPROJEc‘

President William Ruto (forefront, second left) leads government officials on a
tour of the Talanta Sports City project in Nairobi in April this year.

‘It is a simple model:

you borrow tomorrow’s
money to pay today’s

bills and, in the process,

hide some of your
debts from the debt
register.

process, hide some of your debts from
the debt register.

Put differently, you raise upfront
cash tosettle arrears and fund the in-
frastructure budget. This type of deal
also allows the government to circum-
vent debt ceiling thresholds set by
Parliament.

There is a flip side. First, any ad-
ministration that succeeds the cur-
rent one of President William Ruto
will not have the flexibility to access
these revenue sources, because the se-
curitisation deals will have locked in
the revenue streams for years.

The transaction on the Roads
Maintenance Levy is illuminating in
this regard. Out of the Sh25 per litre

of petrol and diesel currently collect-
ed by the fuel levy, Sh7 has been se-
curitised and sold to an SPV.

The mandated arrangers are the
two leading Pan-African develop-
ment banks — the Cairo-headquar-
tered Afrexim Bank and the Trade
and Development Bank, formerly PTA
Bank. The money is ring-fenced and
can only be used to pay roads contrac-
tors. The receivables are locked in for
the tenure of the bonds.

Inthe case of the Sports Fund, the
receivables — representing a portion
of the cash flows amounting to Sh524
million per month, according to the
reporting of the rating agency GCR
— will be locked in for 15 vears. The
bonds, maturing in 2040, have been
listed on the Nairobi Securities Ex-
change.

Which country in Africa is on an
aggressive securitisation binge like
Kenya? Ghana. I read somewhere how
Accrasecuritised levies meant to sta-
bilise funding for the power sector
and quickly followed with education
funds and levies.

But the infamous Agyapa roval-
ties transaction — where the regime
in Accra attempted to securitise gold
rovalties on the London and Ghana

stock Exchanges — was unsuccess-
ful following protests by civil society
and the opposition.

Critics charged that the deal was
rushed through with limited parlia-
mentary oversight and amounted
to mortgaging receivables from gold
mining in perpetuity.

Granted, securitisation is not a
long-term solution to indebtedness.
Tying up revenues undermines long-
term fiscal planning. It drains funds
from earmarked levies.

Yet, in the Talanta Sports Stadium
case, | see a positive side. We in Kenya
live in a context where, although we
keep borrowing money, we don't see
tangible assets on the ground. When
we asked the government to show
us where the billions from the Euro-
bonds went, the standard refrain was
that money is fungible,

I am convinced that the experi-
ment of securitising revenues from
what is, in reality, a sin tax — gam-
bling and lotteries — to build a sports
stadium we can see, and where ordi-
nary folk and sports lovers can visit
to watch games, represents value for
IMoney.

Managed well — in a backdrop
where corruption is systemic — the
unintended consequence is that se-
curitisation will allow you to insulate
earmarked money from the “eating
chiefs.”

We are building a football and
rugby stadium with a seating capac-
ity of 60,000, The design includes a
Fifa-compliant natural grass pitch
measuring 105 metres by 68 metres
and incorporates modern technolo-
gies such as irrigation systems, ener-
gy-efficient floodlights and real-time
VAR technology.

Let's see whether those Chinese
contractors, working under the super-
vision of the Department of Defence,
will deliver on the designs.

The writer is a former managing editor of
The EastAfrican
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Audits won't fix graft,
punish imprest thieves

The Treasury's latest effort
to curb wastage of public re-
sources by public servants
through a petty cash audit on
ministries is unlikely to yield
much if no action is taken on
those flouting spending rules.

The government has
known for yvears that the al-
lowance system is open to
abuse by unscrupulous public
workers, without show of
value for the taXxpaver.

One of the reasons for the
continued flouting of the ac-
countability rules is simply
because those doing it have
been allowed to get away with
it for far too long,.

While the audits ordered
by the Treasury are a step in
the right direction, it is clear
that this alone will not solve
the graft problem.

The government must
begin by denying cash tothose
agencies that are found to be

non-compliant, if only tostem
the further loss of cash before
they put in proper monitoring
and accountability systems.

It is also time to see direct
action on those officers abet-
ting the abuse of the imprest
system through commission
or omission.

This will instill discipline
in the management of public
resources.

The Treasury should ideal-
ly have no problem identify-
ing those responsible for the
wastage, given its digitised
cash disbursal system that
ought to produce proper re-
cords and reports on request.

Taking visible action on
such cases will serve as a pow-
erful message to others and
cure the problem at source,
otherwise we risk remaining
in a cycle of producing audit
reports that end up gathering
dust on government shelves.

Reserve fuellevy to
cushion Kenvans

The government should pru-
dently use collections from
the Petroleum Development
Levy (PDL) to ensure the avail-
ability of funds to cushion
consumers against sharp in-
creases in pump prices.

The subsidy should be
reserved and utilised only
to prevent spikes in pump
prices, unlike the current sce-
nario where the government
questionably allowed prices
to rise by over Sh9 per litre,
despite having the option of
tapping into the PDL collec-
tions. Deploying the funds
only when absolutely neces-
sary is key to ensuring they

are not depleted. Forinstance,
the kitty should not be used
when pump prices increase
marginally, such as by Sh2
per litre.,

The State should also
ensure that, while deploy-
ing PDL collections for other
uses in the petroleum sector
as provided for by law, suf-
ficient funds are always set
aside for the subsidy.

Illegal diversion of the
funds should be avoided to
ensure that consumers do not
bear the brunt of irresponsi-
ble use of the Sh5.40 they pay
for every litre of petrol and
diesel.

The editor invites commeants on our content and topical issues

BDeditor@ke.nationmedia.com

Insurance.

How data science could finally fix
Africa’s broken insurance industry

.|:.'
%

CAROLYNE
HEKESAI LIRS, R

Fortoo long, Africa’s insurance sector
has been trapped in outdated systems
- slow claims, endless paperwork,
and long waits. This not only frus-
trates customers but fuels deep dis-
trust in insurers, contributing to Af-
rica’s low insurance penetration of
just two-three per cent, far below the
global average of seven per cent.

In Kenvya, coverage stood at just
2.43 per cent in 2024 compared to
South Africa’s 14.3 per cent, high-
lighting the urgent need for reform.

Much of this distrust stems from
inefficient, manual processes that
slow down approvals, cause costly

_errors, and make it hardsto track
tlhimsdn-redl{ithe TFhefresplv is.

high operational costs for insurers
and prolonged frustrations for cus-
tomers, creating a cycle that discour-
ages uptake of insurance products.
Data science - especially predic-

tive analytics — is now disrupting this
cycle. By using real-time behavioural
data from vehicle telematics. mobile
health apps, and even weather pat-
terns, insurers can predict risks more
accurately and respond proactive-
ly, shifting the customer experience
from frustration to foresight.

In motor insurance, usage-based
models monitor driver habits to offer
safety tips, detect accidents, and even
trigger claims automatically. Health
insurers use predictive modelsto flag
high-risk individuals for preventive
care, reducing hospitalisations.

Smart automation based on these
insights lowers fraud, cuts processing
costs by up to 30 per cent, and boosts
customer satisfaction by over 25 per
cent, according to McKinsey.

Bevond improving claims, predic-
tive analytics also enables insurersto
offer fairer, more personalised premi-

ums. Safe drivers and healthier indi-
«viddals can benefit from lower rates,

encouraging responsible behaviour
while improving risk management
for companies. In markets where af-
fordability is key, this shift could sig-
nificantly broaden insurance access.

Al the same time, predictive an-
alytics can help governments and
regulators improve oversight of the
insurance industry. By requiring in-
surers to adopt data-driven transpar-
ency measures, regulators canreduce
market abuses and ensure insurers
honour claims promptly, rebuilding
public confidence in the sector.

Still, Africa faces barriers: poor
data guality, fragmented systems,
and limited connectivity in rural
areas hinder adoption. Ethical con-
cerns over personal data use must
also be addressed to maintain trust
and comply with regulations.

Yet, the opportunity is enormous.
Mobile networks, digital health plat-
forms, and fintech are generating vast
data streams.

By embracing partnerships across
industries and investing in modern
infrastructure, African insurers - es-
pecially in health and motor = can
rebuild trust, oftfer faster, fairer ser-
vices, and finally realise the sector’s
untapped potential.

The writer is the Head of Marketing at
Minet Kenya.

Employment.

Kenyan youth deserve hiring based
on potential and notjust experience

SHADRACK
OGUTA

Job descriptions in Kenya have
become absurd barriers rather than
pathways to opportunity. Entry-lev-
el roles demand years of experience,
multiple certifications, and connec-
tions, while internships and graduate
programmes pile on unrealistic expec-
tations. Everyone asks, "What have
vou done?” but no one asks, “What
could you do, if given a chance?”
The truth is most jobs are teach-
able. With proper mentorship and
training, any motivated young person
can thrive. Yet, systems in both public
and private sectors punish inexperi-
ence and block access. Kenyan youth
aren't under-skilled - they're un-
der-exposed. They have knowledge,
ideas, and ambition but are locked

out by rigid hiring practices.

Ironically, most employees learned
on the job, Many of today’s “guali-
fied” leaders fumbled through their
first months, Googled answers, made
mistakes, and grew. But now, young
people are denied the same chance.
The ladder previous generations
climbed has been yanked up, trap-
ping youth in cycles of rejection and
exploitation.

It’s time to change. Skills can be
taught; hunger to learn cannot. Kenya
must stop gatekeeping and start in-
vesting in its young talent. Training
employees builds stronger compa-
nies, healthier economies, and a more
hopeful society. The alternative — ex-
cluding youth - fuels unemployment,
frustration, and wasted potential.

Let’s shift from “experience re-
quired” to “training provided.” Give
young people a chance, and they’ll
learn. They always have.

This shitt is especially urgent as
Kenya faces a demographic turning

point. With over 70 percent of the
population under 35, ignoring yvouth
talent is not just unjust - it's econom-
ically reckless. Every young person
locked out of opportunity is a missed
chance for innovation, productivity,
and national progress. Countries that
embrace youth through skill-build-
ing, apprenticeships, and structured
on-the-job training create more resil-
ient economies and cohesive societies.

Employers must realise they are
not just hiring for tasks - they are
building the next generation of lead-
ers. By mentoring young employ-
ees, organisations don't just fill va-
cancies; they shape adaptable, loyal,
and skilled teams that drive long-term
success. The payoff isn't immediate,
but it's invaluable: workplaces fuelled
by fresh perspectives, lower turnover,
and atalent pipeline that understands
the company’s values from day one.
The writer 1s a marketing strategist,
researcher, and founder of the Pride of
Kenya Awards.
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China’s tight rare
earths headlock
purely financial

Western leaders are belatedly waking
up to the fact that China has a stran-
glehold on rare earths.

European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen, for example,
warned at last month’s G7 summit that
the People’s Republic was “weaponis-
ing” its "gquasi-monopoly” of materi-
als that are critical to everything from
electric cars to guided missiles.

But dislodging China’s grip is less
about access to rocks, and more a
question of whether Western govern-
ments will extend financial support
for a business with razor-thin oper-
ating margins.

Rare earths aren’t actually that
rare: the 17 elements - including lan-
thanum, cerium and neodymium -
are abundant in the Earth’s crust. The
tricky part is refining them.

Separating out individual elements
from one another requires complex
processing, often involving at least
o0 stages.

Demand isn’'t huge, either: asingle
car might only need about a Kilo-
gramme of rare earths, though that
kilogramme is essential.

The materials’ light weight and
heat resistance make them hard to
replace for high-performance mag-
nets used to powerelectric motors and
help jet engines run better.

That combination of limited
demand and messy, expensive pro-
cessing makes for an unattractive
business. It's also surprisingly small:
the total volume bought worldwide in
2024 was just $3.5 billion, analysts at
Project Blue reckon, compared with
over $300 billion for copper.

That tiny size, as with other criti-
cal minerals such as gallium and ger-
manium, makes prices volatile and
trading treacherous.

Cartoon
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“My wife and t want to repface our washing machine
with something that can take a bigger foad of faundry.
A five-seater couch, maybe..."

What Sh117bn education underfunding means

It is said that education is an equal
opportunity for people to show how
unequal they are. This ironic truth
mirrors Kenya's struggle to meet the
global aspiration of SDG 4, which>
entails ensuring inclusive and eq-
uitable quality education, and pro-
moting lifelong learning opportu-
nities for all.

Despite being a signatory, Ken-
yva's public education system falls
short of several parameters. Stu-
dents here are routinely denied
access to quality learning thus
making it hard to attain Vision 2030
where education is a key enabler of
national development.

Pupils' progress

A report compiled by USAWA
Agendain 2023 found out that a ma-
jority of pupils’ progress through
the education system without suffi-
ciently mastering essential numer-
acy skills. For example, only three
out of 10 grade 3 pupils could do
grade 2 assignments.

Despite the government's efforts
to support education, funding allo-
cated to public schools is often in-
sufficient.

For instance, in the financial
year 2025/26 the sector received the
lion's share of the budgetary alloca-
tion of Sh702 billion.

Operational expenses
However, this is still notadequate to
cover operational expenses of learn-
ing institutions leading to short-
ages of essential resources such as
teaching materials and infrastruc-
ture maintenance.

A report from the Office of the
Auditor Report released on 15th
July 2025, paints a grim picture

which reveals that public schools
have been underfunded by Shi17
billion over the past four financial
Years.

.
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the brunt of the shortfall with Sh71
billion, Junior Secondary School
(J55), a cornerstone of the ongo-
ing competency-based curriculum
(CBC) rollout follow at Sh3l billion
and primary schools have experi-
enced a deficit of Shi4 billion.

Budgetary oversight
Thisisn't just abudgetary oversight
-it's areal-life strain on infrastruc-
ture, school feeding programmes,
teacher morale, individualised at-
tention, and learning quality for
millions of learners in the country.
The education sector has con-
sistently received less funding re-
sulting in persistent resource gaps.
For the 2024/25, 2025/26, and
2026/27 financial years, it required
Sh959,300 million, Sh1,043,897
million, and Shi,185,230 million
respectively, but was allocated
She66.468 million, She93,493 mil-
lion, and Sh724,892 million.

Growing demand
Underfunding means that public
schools across the country will not
keep up with growing demand amid
rapidly increasing enrolment and
transition.

Many schools are also over-
stretched. Langata West Primary
School in Nairobi, which was built
in 1972 with an initial capacity of
500 learners, now accommodates
1,899 learners yvet its infrastructure
has not kept pace.

Like many others, it has only one
science lab, one computer lab, and

either a single or no library at all.
In addition, availability of es-
sential facilities such as clean water

and proper sanitation remains a sig-

i Eéi‘}b{lﬂanrﬂlrjhﬂﬂ%hiﬁ Borre- “nificant concern.

The net effect is overcrowded
classrooms where teachers strug-
ole to deliver the CBC effectively,
learners failing to achieve basic lit-
eracy and numeracy skills by the
time they complete their education
syllabus.

School feeding programmes,
especially in Arid and Semi-Arid
regions (ASALs) and informal set-
tlements are essential for learner
attendance and retention, and will
benefit 2.8 million leaners in the
2025/26 financial year.

School feeding
However, funding gap has left many

schools unable to sustain these pro-
grammes. [n the 2025/26 financial
year, the school feeding programme
was allocated Sh3 billion, down
from Sh3.6 billion the previous vear.

While Kenya has made stridesin
increasing access to education, the
Sh117 billion funding gap is more
than just a number.

It represents chronic challeng-
es in teacher quality, infrastruc-
ture, learning resources, and equity
obstacles that stand in the way of
achieving quality education for all.

Education remains the key to
unlocking Kenya's potential, and
investing in a strong primary foun-
dation is critical to building a more
equitable and prosperous future for
the country.

Oscar Ochieng
Communications practitioner
ascarochieng20N@gmail.com
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Sabrina Mahtani

AL JAYEERA

As a mayoral candidate of one of
the most diverse cities in the world,
[Zohran] Mamdani has much to do
to address persistent anti-Blackness
among Asian communities. Many
Asian Africans, and other Asian com-
munities, have internalised the white
supremacy of the colonial era and the
belief that being closer to whiteness
offers more opportunities and privi-
lege. Mamdani’s mother, Mira Nair,
is the filmmaker behind Mississippi
Masala, one of the first films to address
this issue more than 30 years ago, with
its rare depiction of an interracial re-
lationship between a Black man and
Asian African woman in the US.

Farouk Chothia

BRC

The Trump administration is treat-
ing South Africa almost like a pariah,
blacklisting its envoys, refusing to
send top-level officials to meetings
it hosts, and threatening to hit the
nation with such high tariffs that its
economic crisis is likely to deepen.
The latest sign of this came with the
revelation by the second-biggest party
in South Africa's coalition govern-
ment, the Democratic Alliance (DA),
that the US government had rejected
President Cvyril Ramaphosa's special
envay, denying him a diplomatic visa
in May and refusing to recognise him
as an "official interlocutor”. Ramapho-
sa had created the post for Mcebisi
Jonas, the non-executive chairman

of mobile phone giant MTN and a re-
spected former deputy finance minis-

ter, toimprove South Africa's rock-bot-
tom relationship with the US.

Usman Sarki

VANGUARD

We have witnessed the gradual erosion
of the rule of law at the international
level and the systematic dismantling
of global institutional capacitiestoen-
force the law when it comes to certain
acts that are inimical to the mainte-
nance of world peace and order. The
great perpetrators of disorder today
are not the unseen hands of negative
forces and actors alone, but the dis-
dain shown to the law by states that
consider themselves powerful and
beyvond the call of accountability...
They treat Ukraine and Israel as spe-
cial entities more worthy of concern
and protection than Palestine or the
Islamic Republic of Iran.



12

bdafrica.com

Intelligence

Friday, July 18, 2025

Investing in farmers first
step to dairy sector growth

Developing right policies aside, strategies must begin with safeguarding the producers’ welfare at the farm level

AGRICULTURE
MUTAHI KAGWE

Agriculture is the backbone of Ken-
va's economy, supporting millions
of livelihoods and serves as a key na-
tional development and economic
pillar.

As one of the leading milk pro-
ducers in Africa, the dairy sub-sec-
tor contributes approximately four
percent tothe national GDP and over
12 percent to the agricultural GDP.

Yet opportunities in the sector
remain untapped, disempowering
millions of dairy farmers and coop-
erativeswho are central to the profit-

ability of the sector and the nation’s

development agenda.
The dairy sector is made up of
1.8 million small-scale farmers who
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Warkers receive milk from farmears at
Brookside Njoro Cooling Station in
Makuru on June18, 2015, FiLE

produce approximagely 5.3 billion

' litréSB ik \dnriually acedrding

to Economic Survey 2025. Howev-
er, this falls short of local demand.

Praviously, premium-level international schools would atiract mainly
fareign diplomals and expatriates. In recent times, more locals are
enrodling their children in such schools, which foday number at least
B0 in Kenya alone, from just a handful a few years ago.

With these widening oplions, it is impartant that parents and
guardians are well-informed about what each international schoal

in the region offers:

o Which curriculum?

v What virtues?

1 What kind of learning environment?
1 Which extracurncular aciivities?

The EastAfrican regional weekly has scheduled a spacial feature on
. the growth of the international education industry in the region, and
is offering space to international schools to profile their institutions.
The special feature will run in the July 26-August 1 2025 edition.

our schoaol bo be fealured, Kindly contack any of the following:

Martin: (% +254723383744 () mwachira@ke.nationmedia.com
Mohammed: (%) +254722158059 (| miugey@ke.nationmedia.com
Wambul: () +254722 898323 (| wikarluki@ke.nationmedia.com
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‘Each year, over 175
milion litres are
wasted due to spoilage,
costing the industry
about Sh79 billion,
especially in cases of

glut.

According to the International Live-

.H_stq-g:k_ Research Institute (ILRI), Ken-

Arans are the highest milk consumers
in sub-Saharan Africa, requiring 110
litres per capita. Currently, demand
for the product stands at eight billion
litres, and this could surge with the
growth in population.

Despite this growing demand,
Kenya remains a huge importer of
milk from neighbouring countries,
yet the nation has enormous oppor-
tunities to produce enough for the
local market, expand its market share
through export of milk and other dairy
products, and consequently improve
the livelihoods of farmers.

In 2023 for example, dairy exports
earned Kenya Sh7.3 billion with pro-
jections of raising this to Sh9 billion in
the next one year. Success of this pro-
jection squarely lies in ensuring that
we not only develop policies but also
apply the right strategies that must
begin with safeguarding the farmers’
welfare.

This means we have to make dairy
farming profitable for farmers. A farm-
er-centric approach is a leap in the
right direction. This is because it will
not only empower them but will also
enhance productivity and improve
their livelihoods.

The dairy sector suffers from one
major hurdle — milk spoilage. Each
year, over 175 milion litres are wasted
due to spoilage costing the industry
about Sh7.9 billion, especially in cases
of glut.

For the millions of farmers who
draw a livelihood from dairy farm-
ing, this has been a thorn in their
flesh for decades. Small-scale farm-
ers sell their produce through coop-

eratives and are oftentimes overbur-
dened with the weight of losses when
litres of milk spoil duetothe lackofa
chilling system. It affects theirincome
and livelihoods.

Historically, agricultural systems
and markets have been designed to
disadvantage farmers. Therefore, we
must discontinue the traditional brick
and mortar way in the dairy business
by improving infrastructure, better-
ing breeds through affordable and
quality artificial insemination, low-
ering the cost of production by pro-
viding cheaper livestock fodder and
effective vaccination against rampant
diseasesto promote animal aswell as
human health.

Investing in milk cooling infra-
structure at the grassroots level will
reduce post-harvest losses. By pre-
serving milk quality, farmers can
access better-paying markets, negoti-
ate fair prices, and minimise wastage.
Ultimately, milk coolers will put more
money directly into farmers’ pockets,
making the sector more resilient, pro-
ductive, and profitable.

For example, the recently flagged
off Shl.45 billion milk cooler project
for 230 cooperatives in all producing
counties is one step in the right di-
rection. Under this programme, the
coolers will save the dairy sub-sector
a total of Sh173 million lost annually
to spoilt milk.

Each year, 350 million litres of milk
out of the five billion litres produced
are lost through spoilage due toa lack
of chilling infrastructure mainly in
the cooperatives. This is therefore a
timely initiative that not onlv em-
powers farmers to practice efficient
and sustainable farming but also lays
the foundation for a successful dairy
sector in the country.

Through multisectoral collabora-
tions and partnerships, all key play-
ers in the sector, such as feed man-
ufacturers, milk processors, central
and county governments, each need
to adopt a role to play in scaling the
dairy sector in the country.

Addressing productivity at the
farm level and increasing efficien-
¢y of dairy markets will ensure that
farmers are reaping maximum bene-
fits from their efforts.

The writer is the Cabinet Secretary for
Agriculture and Livestock Development
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Co-op Bank gets nod to keep
processing cotfee payments

Patrick Alushula

Co-operative Bank of Kenya has re-
ceived an extension to continue pro-
cessing payment to coffee farmers
following the postponement of the
transition to direct payments into
farmers' individual accounts.

The government had planned to
migrate from Co-op’s Direct Settle-
ment System (DSS) starting July 1to
paying farmers directly, but this has
now been put on hold. The postpone-
ment has come amid concerns among
tarmers who had voiced reservations
about the planned migration.

Nairobi Coffee Exchange (NCE)
acting chief executive Symon Mburia
said in a letter to Co-op Bank CEO
Gideon Muriuki that the decision has
been taken following recent consul-
tations with the Ministry of Co-op-
eratives and Micro, Small and Medi-
um-sized Enterprises (MSME).

“Please note that implementation
of the directive to transition to direct

Co-pperative Bank CED Gideon
hMuriuki.

farmer payments has been put on hold
pending further guidance from the
relevant regulatory authorities,” said
Mr Mburia in the letter dated July 10.

“Inthe interim, the NCE hereby di-
rects that the current settlement pay-
ment system remains in use until such
time that new instructions are issued.
This position has been agreed upon
to ensure continuity and stability in
the trading and settlement process.”

News of the planned switch from
DSS had sparked mixed reaction, with

Coffee earnings (Sh bn)
Earnings from coffee increased by 486
parcent 1o Sh2288 billionin 2824
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coffee unions pushing for the post-
ponement for at least a year to allow
for consultations to iron out their con-
CErns.

The ministry-for Go-operatives
and MSMERaddssued d-¢ircularon.
November 18, 2024 announcing the
planned switch. This was backed by

the presidential pronouncement of
March 31, 2025, In the directive, all
coffee sales from NCE were to be to
be paid directly to farmers’ individu-
al bank accounts, bypassing co-oper-
ative societies.

However, coffee unions, through
their umbrella body National Coffee
Cooperative Union (Naccu) have been
expressing concerns of gaps that could
expose farmers and co-operatives to
losses if the switch is done.

In particular, Naccu said farmers
owe their cooperatives billions of shil-
lings and therefore channeling pay-
ments directly to farmer’s risks hitting
the sector with higher debt defaults
unless the plan is preceded by gov-
ernment write-offs.

Naccu is also concerned over data
gaps, arguing that many coopera-
tives are yet to complete the process
of cleaning and verifying farmer re-
cords to correctly capture details such
as bank details, identity card numbers
and contact information.

Co-op Bank disclosures show its
DSS processed payments for over
800,000 farmers last year. The lender
was awarded the deal in 2023 and has
facilitated the settlement of over Shao
billion in coffee sales since inception.

- palushula@ke.nationmedia.com

Court.

Metastrikesdeal
with Zuckerberg
in$8billion case

Reuters

Mark Zuckerberg and current and
former directors and officers of Meta
platforms agreed on Thursday to
settle claims seeking 58 billion for
the damage they allegedly caused
the company, by allowing repeat-
ed violations of Facebook users' pri-
vacy, a lawvyer for the shareholders
told a Delaware judge on Thursday.

The parties did not disclose de-
tails of the settlement and defense
lawyers did not address the judge,
Kathaleen McCormick of the Dela-
ware Court of Chancery. McCormick
adjourned the trial just as it was to
enter its second day.

Billionaire venture capitalist
Marc Andreessen, who is a defen-
dant and a Meta director, was sched-
uled to testify on Thursday.

Shareholders of Meta sued Zuck-
erberg, Andreessen and other former
company officials in hopes of hold-
ing them liable for billions of dollars
in fines and legal costs the company
paid in recent years.
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Investment

Foreigners sell Sh2.3 billion KCB stake to lock gains

Charles Mwaniki

Foreign investors cut their collective
stalkke in KCB Group by 51.3 million
shares valued at Sh2.35 billion in the
first five months of the year, offloading
the stock to local institutional buyers.

Regulatory filings show that the
number of shares of the bank in the
hands of foreigners stood at 304.16
million units at the end of May, equiv-
alent to a stake of 947 percent in the
bank, from a four-year high of 355.48
million shares or 11.06 percent at the
end of December 2024.

Local institutional investors on
the other hand raised their holdings
by 53.25 million shares to 2.077 bil-
lion units in the period, raising their
stake in the bank from 62.98 percent
to 64.63 percent.

The National Social Security Fund
(NSSF) was among the institutional
investors adding to their stake in the
bank, making an additional purchase
of 9.1 million shares valued at Sh417.7
million at the current share price.

The NSSF held 330.83 million KCB
shares at the end of May, valued at
5h15.19 billion and equivalent to 10.3
percent of the lender’s issued shares.

Local individual investors mean-

KCB Group CEQ Paul Russo speaks

while reduced their collective stake

during the announcement of the bank’s by 1.93 million shares to 832.38 mil-

2024 financial year results in Mairobi
on March 12, 2025,

lion units, equivalent to 25.9 percent
of the total shares.

The reduction in the stake held

e

Lilontd sh133.7 billion—the measure

KCB shareholding
(Million shares)

Foreign investors cut their collective
stake in KCB Group by 51.3 million
shares
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by offshore investors came after a
period of high capital gains on the
KCB share, which was among the best
performing at the Nairobi Securities
Exchange (NSE) in 2024.

It gained 920 percent to end the
vear at Sh41.60 per share, adding or
Sh63.3 billion in market capitalisa-

of investor wealth.

In the five months to May 2025, the
share gained 1.2 percent to Sh42.10,
but a mini rally since the beginning
of June has seen its year-to-date gain
rise to 10.3 percent, with a price of
5h45.90 per share and a market cap

of Sh147.5 billion.

In 2024, foreign investors had ac-
cumulated KCB shares at the fastest
pace in a decade, adding 69 million
shares to their collective holding.

They therefore stood to reap hand-
some capital gains following the
bank’s share price rally, with the sub-
sequent sales pointing to some profit
taking activities among the investors.

For those local investors buying
shares in the first five months of this
vear, adividend payout of Sh1.50 per
share in May helped make up for the
relatively low capital gains in the
period.

KCB announced the final dividend
on March 13 when releasing its full
yvear 2024 financial results, where net
profit rose by 66.1 percent to She0
billion.

The bank closed its books for the
dividend on April 3, before making
the distribution on May 23.

It had earlier paid an interim div-
idend of Sh1.50 per share in October
for the half-year to June 2024, when
its net earnings for the period wentup
by 87 percent to Sh29.1 billion.

= cmwaniki@ike.nationmedia.com

Logistics.

Mombasa port cargo volumes up in first half of 2025

Anthony Kitimo

Cargo volume through the Mom-
basa port grew by 8.1 percent in the
first six months of 2025, lifted by up-
grades of new cargo-handling infra-
structure, which improved the turn-
around time for ships.

The port handled 21.3 million
tonnes of cargo between January
and June 2025, up from 19.7 million
tonnes in asimilar period in 2024, de-
spite facing supply chain challenges,
including disruptive attacks by the
Houthi rebel group on the Red Sea
route,

The Kenya Ports Authority (KPA)
stated that the portprocessed 1,012,949
twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUSs)
of container traffic, up from 948,983
TEUs in a similar period of the previ-
OUSs year, representing a 6.7 percent
growth.

KPA Managing Director William
Ruto stated that both imports and ex-
ports experienced significant growth,

Mombasa port container
traffic for TEUs (M)

Tha container traffic for TEUs graw by
23.5 percent to 2 million in 2024
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with imports increasing by 48,793
TEUs (134 percent) and exports rising
by 50,572 TEUs (14 .4 percent).

"The primary contributors to this
success were liquid bulk, dry bulk,
and loose cargo, which increased by
766,763 tonnes (16.2 percent), 418,910
tonnes (11.6 percent), and 371,514
tonnes (44.7 percent), respectively,”

3.1%

Percentage with which cargo volume
through Mombasa port grew in first six
months of 2025

ahead."

ii ﬁ- .r )
el

Kenya Ports Authority MD William
Ruto during a past press briefing. FILE

he said.

He added: "Against this backdrop
and the impressive results attained,
we are excited and optimistic about
the promising performance that lies

The Mombasa port, which is the
biggest in East Africa and the region's
trade gateway, handles imports of fuel
and consumer goods and exports of
tea and coffee from landlocked neigh-
bours, such as Uganda, Rwanda, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, and
South Sudan.

Its traffic is considered a measure
of economic activity in East Africa.
The port of Mombasa has implement-
ed major equipment upgrades over
the past years, helping to boost its ef-
ficiency.

For example, it received a con-
tingent of 16 ship-to-shore gantries
(8TSs), 25 reach stackers, 27 empty
container handlers, 58 rubber-tyred,
and eight rail-mounted gantries in
March 2024. In 2023, the port acquired
three brand-new STSs, which were in-
stalled at the newly completed Berth
22, which has been operational ever
since.
= akitimo@ke.nationmedia.com
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Kenya's GenZ artists

I The New Wave
# makeabold entrance

Her perfume announces her arrival before she shows up.
And when she finally appears, Yolanda Muyonga com-
pels you to confront every lazy assumption you've held
about what a woman in engineering should look like. Yet
she’s every bit the engineer, as much as an avocado is a
fruit. Currently serving as Chief Engineer (Research and
Innovation) at the Kenya Pipeline Company, Yolanda has
15 years in civil engineering, infrastructure development,
and public service leadership.

Engineering in Kenya is still a sea of men. She’s also only
one of the 28 women consulting engineers in Kenya. Only
4.5 percent of Kenya’'s consulting engineers are women.
Recently, Yolanda was awarded the prestigious Fellow
Membership Honor by the Institution of Engineers of Ken-
ya (IEK) — making her one of the youngest ever recipients

- & Odhd'the youngest female Fellow to receive this distinction.

These numbers disturb her, and you would know that’s
a pertinent thing given her passion—even obsession—for
numbers. "These numbers tell a story, but so does every
girl who chooses to rise despite it.” These days, she has tak-
en to holding every girl’s hand she can get, guiding TVET
trainees, graduate engineers, and young professionalsin a
mentorship programme, one promising hand ata time.

PROFILE ulation for Sarmach Village in West
JACKSON Pokot, where we brought clean, safe,
BIKO and accessible water to a remote and
historically underserved area. I was
involved in design and implementa-
That is a great scent! tion of the project. There was also the

Thankyoul! It’s Carolina Herrera, Good
Girl. Ichange perfumes depending on
my mood. I have quite a number of
perfumes, but this particular one is
my signature, my favourite.,

Why? What does it say for you?
Oh! I've never quite thought about
that. What does it say for me? [Pause]
1think I like it because it carries many
memories for me. It's also my date per-
fume, if T may say. [ always keepitin
my handbag. I wear it when I want that
boost in confidence.

What are some of the notable proj-
ects you have been engaged in?

Wow, there are so many. In total, 40
projects so far but from the top of my
head? The Ultra-Modern Complex
at Government Training Institute
in Mombasa, pipe work water retic-

civil works and warehouse in Nyeri -
REREC, a modern warehouse facili-
ty that supports rural electrification
efforts. And then maybe the Garissa
Solar Power Plant Water Reticulation
System, which was one of Africa’slarg-
est grid-connected solar projects that
supports Kenva's renewable energy
agenda.

What natural talent does one have
to have to get where you are?

I have always been extremely good
with numbers. My mind works in
numbers. I remember even when 1
was a child, coming from school with
my mom, I would be multiplying, sub-
tracting the number plates of vehicles
onthe road. Idon'tjust see numbers, I
see challenges, narrativesand I don't
torget numbers. This started i
when I was very young, maybe
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¢ | sixyears old. I think it comes
from my mother who was a
math teacher. She always encouraged
it. She'd make us compete with math
challenges, like adding numbers on li-
cense plates for treats at home.

My dad was also a huge influ-
ence, especially in the choice of my
career, We were many girls — six girls
and one boy — and back then there
wasn't much push for girls to pursue
certain careers, but my father always
believed we should explore our po-
tential. He has always stepped in at
the key, life-changing points in my
life, whether it'’s choosing between
job offers or pursuing turther studies.

When people meet you, do you feel
like they have certain expectations
of you as an engineer?

Of course, people often have a certain
idea of what an engineer should be
like. They don't expect someone like
me — someone who cares about per-
fume. |Laughs| Now it's better, but it
was more shocking when [ was young-
er. [ used to try to conform to what I
thought an engineer should be, based
on the few female engineers I used to
see. I felt I should always be in over-
alls, but then I realised, I'm an engi-
neer but I can still retain my person-
ality. Accepting myself has helped me
excel. I don't try to conform or feel I
have to be a specific way. [ do a lot of
mentorship now and [ love telling girls
they can enter this field as themselves.
I'minvited for many mentorship talks,
so [ think I'm relatable to those girls.

What are you very good at? Some-
thing that nobody can take away
from vou.

That’s a very good question; Swim-
ming! I'm very good at backstroke. I
was on the swimming team as a child
in Kilimani Primary School, on top of
beingthe head girl. I'm so comfortable
in water. I haven't swum in a while, but
I'm vet to find someone who can beat
me. Swimming comes naturally to me,
like walking. Now with my daughter
learning, it's brought me back to it.

What have you struggled with as
an adult?
[Long pause] Without being political-
Iy correct?

Yes, please.
Relationships. But then again, who
hasn't, right? [Chuckles] Yeah...I

Kenya Pipeline Company Chief Engiflsef ¥alanda M yanga dlrin g-the f.irrtew_iew S
July 16. PHOTD | LUCY WANJIRL

mean...[Pause], sometimes people
are intimidated by ambition. When
you say things like, I'd like to do my
Masters or I want to do this certifica-
tion, it causes a.,,change in the air.
[Laughs] It's like a threat. It would be
nice to have supportive partners who
encourage and challenge. [ know of so
many female engineers — very bril-
liant women — who kind of got mar-
ried or got into serious relationships
and just...stopped, You look at them
and think, this girl was an amazing
engineer once upon a time. Which is
sad, really, because we need more of
us because when we “lose” one, it is
dishertening. [Sad face| The field is
already so lean.

What are you afraid of at this stage
of your life?

The idea that I have to keep proving
myself. When you've reached a certain

Struggles

STy

level, like I have, I still have to keep
upping my game. I think I'm harder
on myself now than, say, when I was
much vounger. Because it's a different
ball game now — you are playing ata
different level — but you are always
thinking, what next? It's something I
should stop doing, you know?

Why?

Because as you grow older, you realise
that there are things you don’t know,
yvou can't and don't have to know ev-
erything.

What are vou very bad at?

I wish I was those people who walk
into a room and shake hands and tell
jokes or engage in deep conversa-
tion, moving from one person to the
next, talking and laughing and listen-
ing. People like and enjoy such kind
of people. When they leave, they are

‘Tknow of so many female
engineers — very brilliant —
who kind of got married and

just...stopped.’

remembered because they were fun.
It’s an amazing skill. I'm bad at that.
I'm also not good at public speaking.
I said I'd get out of my comfort zone
this year, and work on some of these
things. And this is a start; I'd never
have agreed to come to thisinterview.
I'malso thinking of joining Toastmas-
ters to hone my skills.

S0, you aren’t one to take major
risks, I assume. It would be inter-
esting to know what you think has
been yvour biggest risk so far.

Oh no, I don't do those. [Laughs] If
numbers don't agree, I'm not doing
it. The math has to make sense. [ listen
to numbers — they never lie. I know,
I must sound so boring with all these
numbers talk. [Laughs] I was telling

__my mom that I want to move from
iy house, where I have lived for the

past 15 years... | know, don’t even put
that in your story, it's embarrassing!
[Laughs] But I'm moving — the math
has said I have to move. I don't like
great surprises in my life, random-
ness, SpﬂﬂtﬂﬂEil}-‘. For exam IJ'IE:I Can
tell vou what I'll be doing on Satur-
day at 2pm. Or tomorrow at 11:30am. [
know what my daughter is doing right
now. I like that level of control. I like
structure, What is happe ning here —
me doing an interview — isn’t struc-
ture, because I have little control of
it. [Laughs| There is no math that can
predict its outcome.

The outcome will be favourable.
Yeah, people will think I'm boring.
|Pause|

People will think you are yourself.,
How did motherhood change you?
Wow. What can I say? [Pause] It's the
best part of my life...the very best. Just
to see life through her...to see her tal-
ents, her growth...[Suddenely tears]

What's making vou tear?

I'msorry...[pausel....daughter is every-
thing tome. She's called Zuri, she’s 10
vears old. When people talk of uncon-
ditional love, I think they mean that.
It's just so pure. [Pause] We do a lot
together — my weekends are struc-
tured around her activities. Having
her has made me push myself to limits
that Ididn't think possible. Something
about having a child makes you want
to give them the best version of your-
self. Push yourself. Give a lot of your-
self. [ know she's a bit spoiled now, but

she made me aspire for more than I
think I would on my own.

What mistake don't you want her
to make?

Wow, these are serious questions
that I have never thought of. [Pause]
I wouldn't want her to limit herself. I
think I've limited myselfin some ways
and somehow [ survived it. I want her
to just go all out and not think some
things are not meant for her. [ also
want her to make her own mistakes
because are we not just made from
our mistakes — beautiful mistakes?
Bad mistakes? I want her to make her
mistakes but not to see herself only
through them.

What would you do if you had su-
perhuman powers?

I'd teleport. My siblings are scattered
all over the world. Like most guys,
some left after Form Four. There's
something that breaks at that point,
when vour siblings leave. After that,
life just happens and it gets so hard
to coordinate, to connect. I remem-
ber even as a child, it was like saying
bye to someone leaving the country
and not knowing if vou will see them
again. But then you see them again,
but they aren’t the same people and
you aren't the same person. You are
different people. That is difficult —
lost time and connections.

Four of my siblings live all over the
world. If it were up to me, I'd teleport
to each one of them. When they go
abroad, I don't know — it’s like seeing
a part of you gone. They go have chil-
dren and they all get assimilated, and
when you see them you have to get so-
cialised again. It's like you start again
with them and they start again with
vou. [ don't know how to explain it.

What's yourideaofhappiness? And
are you happy based on that idea?
I'm happy. I'm happy when I set goals,
and I have achieved quite a number of
them. ['ve achieved most of my goals.
There is something to be said about
achieving goals, and I don’t know if
happiness is in the pursuit of it or in
the achievement of those goals. What
[ know isthat it feels like acycle. lam
happy, though. I wake up every day ab-
solutely fulfilled. I love my life, even
with the structure. It might sound
boring, but it's fun. I like my friends.
I like my family.

= bikozulu@gmail.com
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Moses Chege poses by some of his art pieces during the 'New Wave' exhibition.

The New Wave
Kenya's GenZ artists
make a bold entrance

GALLERY
MICHAEL
MUYOMA

One gets the feeling that Kenva is on
the cusp of socio-political change,
as the youth press on with protests
against poor governance and injustice.

That same hunger for transforma-
tion pulsed through the bold canvas
paintings on display last Saturday at
One Off Contemporary Art Gallery,
which unveiled New Wave, an exhi-
bition spotlighting the next genera-
tion of Kenyan visual artists.

Curated by veteran artist Thom
Ogonga and assisted by Onyis Martin,
New Wave features work from artists
asyoungas 19, many of whom are ex-
hibiting publicly for the first time. The
two galleries at One Off were packed
wall-to-wall with a wide range of com-
pelling pieces, each bearing the dis-
tinct thumbprint of its creator and
lifting the viewer’s spirit with their
youthful energy and vision.

Among the featured artists were
Nadia Wanjiru, Nyo'lela Kabunde
Ang'ango, Sachy Atieno, Patricia
Githae, Harrison Karanja ‘Scopt’,
Christine Karuma. Gavin Kendo, Eva
Lamanda, Yusuf Mirumbe, Robert
Mugambi, Cephas Mutua, Nzilani
Mutua, Edwin Thuo, Chege Thuku,
and Maori Wasike.

For art lovers, group exhibitions
offer the joy of variety. From experi-
mental installations to figurative work
and sculptural pieces on canvas, the
show was a celebration of diversi-
ty, defiance, and fresh perspectives.
What stood out most was the unfil-
tered originality as these canvases
breathed with vouthful vigour, car-
rying a maturity rarely seeninsuch a
young cohort.

Patricia Githae's haunting charcoal
works tackle mental health themes,

especially suicide and femicide, all-
topics often sidestepped in public
discourse. In Self Sabotage, a woman
crouches, clutching herself in a tan-
gled embrace. Knives, chains, and a
smudged veil of white create an atmo-

my story,” Patricia says. “I fit the part.
It's like casting for a role; the actor has
to embody the character. I embody
this piece.”

Her activism-infused art is deeply
personal, with herself as muse and
message.

At just 19, Chege Thuku exudes
teen energy and irreverence, both in
person and on canvas. His playful, co-
lourful murals reflect a cheeky curi-
osity and a flair for experimentation.
His pieces explore how older genera-
tions compromise their dreams, de-
livered with a visual language that’s
vouthful, relatable, and disarmingly
wise. His aesthetic, reminiscent of a
more vibrant Elias Mungora, shows
an instinct for mixing media without
self-importance.

Robert Mugambi, 25, brings a qui-
eter vet deeply emotional dimension
tothe exhibition. His serieson reading
captures subjects in various postures
of engagement with books.

“It's acelebration,” he says. “When
vou read, you enter another world. It
can shift your entire rhythm.”

Mugambi masterfully conveys

Expression

Life | Art

Some of the participants in the ‘New Wave' exhibition at One Off Contemporary Art
Gallery an July 12. PHOTOS | WILFRED NYANGARES!
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sphere of despair and fragility. “Thisis] -

Juogi ll, 2025 acrylic on canvas
painting by Ny'olela Kabunde.

emotions; doubt, intrigue, and seren-
ity, through subtle facial expressions.
Books appear not just as props, but as
portals to transformation.

Myo'lela Kabunde continues his
distinctive figurative style, echo-
ing the minimalism and visual sto-
rytelling made popular by Michael

Soi. Often sensual and introspective,
Nyo'lela’s paintings offer subtle com-
mentary through the presence—or ab-
sence—of objects. For him, painting
is a form of self-expression: person-
al, stripped-down, and unapologetic.

Another standout was 22-year-
old Nadia Wanjiru, whose imposing,
obese figures fill bold red frames with
unapologetic presence. Her work is
multi-medium—charcoal, acrylic
wash, screen print, pastel—showcas-

“This is my story, I fit the part
...the actor hastoembody the
character.I embody this piece’

‘Uncertainty’ charcoal on red acrylic
canvas painting by Madia Wanjiru.

ing both the restless experimentation
of a newcomer and the precision of a
seasoned hand. This phase, she says,
is all about exploring limits.

Christine Karuma's abstract pieces
demonstrate a powerful grasp of
colour theory and composition. Her
bold yet controlled approach suggests
a maturity far beyond her years and
hints at a promising future in contem-
porary art.

New Wave is more than an exhibi-
tion; it’s a glimpse into what the next
chapter of Kenyan art might look like.
For many of these artists, this show
may serve as a first step into the global
art conversation. But beyond talent,
what will shape their legacy is the con-
sistency of their practice.

By investing in young, untested
voices, One Off Contemporary Art
Gallery has made a bold and welcome
move. New Wave is a testament to ar-
tistic courage, both from the artists
and the curators who chose to back
them. In a country teetering on the
edge of change, this show captures
the electric pulse of a new generation
eager to speak, paint, and provoke.

The show runs until 20th July 2025.

= muyomzig@amail.com
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Music

Thave acall
to keep being
interested in
indigenous
knowledge.

Nyokabi Kariuki
The Kanyan sound
alchemist making
bigwaves abroad

Michael Muyoma

Nyokabi Kariuki would best be de-
scribed as an experimental musician
with asonicimagination evolving con-
stantly. She is aclassically trained mu-
sician with training backgrounds in
New York and Paris and performs the
piano, voice, electronics and several
instruments across Africa with a pen-
chant for the kalimbas and the mbira.

Her debut EP, Peace Places; Kenyan
Memories was marked as the The
Guardians 10 Best Contemporary
Albums of 2022 and Bandcamps Best
Albums of Winter 2022. It has received
positive reviews from The Pitchfork,
Resident Advisor and the New York
Times. Her debut album Feeling Body
was also met with similar acclaim. Her
concert works continue to be per-
formed by award-winning ensembles
like Third Coast Percussion, Brooklyn
Youth Chorus and Chromic. In addi-
tion, Nyokabi has received commis-
sions from BBC Radio 3, Heartland
Marimba, Arcis Saxophon Quartett
and more.

From her qualifications, career
achievement and progression, the
svelte Kenyan songbird that is Nyok-
abi Kariuki isthe perfect example of a
prophetess more famous abroad than
she is in her own country.

Upon realisation she wanted todo
music, Nyvokabi Kariuki felt like the
universe around her was drumming
into her that she would not be suc-
cessful in the craft if she did it while
in Kenya.

Growing up, she played classical
piano, when she was 14 she remem-
bers going to watch a movie with her
dad, The Life of Pi. She found it boring
because it didn't have dialogue. She
recalls the music score of the movie
being the best part of the show. It
was the first time she paid attention
toscores and orchestration; it was also
the time she decided she wanted to be
a music composer.

She describes her childhood as
growing up with an adventurous
mother who would force them into dif-
ferent activities without notice.
Shegot her and her brother into E:

=
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ran swimming and playing the

pianowhich Nyokabi describes
as coming very natural to her. It gave
her a good base which would man-
ifest itself years later to a point she
was writing pieces for different instru-
ments like the marimba, the cello, sax-
ophones, anything on an orchestra.
Her versatility as an audiophile has
seen her write scores for films as well
as release records as an artist. Nyoka-
bi Kariuki is what vou would best de-
scribe as a complete package musi-
cian.

Besides music, Nvokabi spends a
large chunk of her time researching
into African Music, art and traditions,
because of the belief Africans have
so much knowledge that was deval-
ued by colonialism and its systems
some of which were retained after in-
dependence and keep continuing with
the harm.

“I have a call to keep being inter-
ested in indigenous knowledge and
on finding new ways to center that
knowledge in the way that makes us
move forward, I think that is import-
ant,” she says.

Whereas classical music in which
Nyokabi was trained in has a rich
history and heritage, it also has rigid
structures that are hard to steer from
unlike other genres like Jazz that allow
for improvisation, Nyokabi howev-
er has fashioned herself to be an out-
lier. Her music, has a whole horde of
additives that give it a different twist.
Her malleability in fusing, different
sounds from different contexts and
continents is perhaps her biggest gift
and what endears her to global audi-
ence. Everyone in a mixed-race crowd
is bound to find something represen-
tative of their roots in Nyokabi’s per-
formances, compositions and ar-
rangements. She is a living, walking
movie soundtrack that evolves with
each scene.

“Evenwith a classical training, im-
provisation is a big part of my work,
even with the classical musicians and
performers [ work with, I am very par-
ticular on who they are because I want
them to be open to my work. In the
contemporary classical music con-
text, there is a whole scene, it gets cra-
zier than the Mozarts and the ancient
masters,” she notes.

Herscore writing varies with every
piece. She has been known to work
with graphic scores which is a totally
non-traditional way of making music
that entails capturing the sounds of

Vocalist, composer and classically-
trained pianist Nyokabi Kariuki.
PHOTO| POOL

natural elements like an ocean tide,
birds’ songs and even the wind, trans-
lating it into a score and eventually
performingit on astage. In herunique
scores, there are no time signatures
with certain elements of the songs, an
instrumentalist simply has to lsten
and follow her voice.

“When writing, mostly lam trying
to communicate certain things and
the rigidity of the western classical
framework doesn't give me the allow-
ancetocommunicate as [ want, Il'll:JS[l}.-'
I work with classical musicians who
have a practice of improvisation as
well. I can always write a traditional
classical score on cue but sometimes
it’s not always the best way tosend a
message through a song,” she savs.

When she isn't singing, Nyokabi
is probably collecting a kalimba or a
lamellophone from a different part
of the African continent. She has a
reason for collecting these two par-
ticular instruments.

“These instruments can be found
in different iterations across Africa.
The Zimbabwean Mbira is the most
famous one but in Congo, you will find
the Likembe, in Cameroon, you will
find the Kasanza, in Kenya, I had one
that was made for me in Kilifi.”

These instruments she says have
different tunings because most of the
music amongst the African commu-
nities didn’t see the necessity of stan-
dardization of tuning which she says
only showed up in Europe after the
18th Century where a piano in Amster-
dam would sound the same as a piano
in London or Rome in Italy.

“In Africa, there was no need for
standard tuning, why would a xvlo-
phone in Uganda sound the same as
a Xylophone in Tanzania? The com-
munities are different in Africa and
the purposes of the instruments vary. ™
= muyomzie@gmail.com

Healing
Okello Max shoots for the pan

-African stardom dream with
latest multi-genre album

Bill Odidi

It is particularly appealing to hear a singer-songwriter
with the ability to effortlessly switch the lyrics between
various languages while retaining the rhythmic flow of
the music. Okello Max has earned critical acclaim among
a new generation of Kenyan artistes, by establishing a
style that combines the authenticity of cultural rhythms
with contemporary global musical influences.

. __Early this mant hhc released his Eagﬂrly anticipated
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and sheer scale is an affirmation of Okello’s personality,
and his musical journey.

“Iwould say taking the risk to do something outside
the norm,” he told the BDLife this week. "People know
Okello Max as the guy who sings rumba but if you sample
the album, you will see that I am trying different sounds,
getting out of my comfort zone and embracing styles
that resonate with an international market.”

The 15 songs on the album took three years

from Afropop to R&B, Rumba to Rap, and Lat-

in-flavoured salsa rhythms. There are spar- MaX. No matter
kling shades of traditional music bringinglife the s{jund, ||
to the fusion of sounds and Okello mastery of bnng Mmy own

the nuances of Luo harmonies is captivating.

Okello is part of the Kodong Klan, a collec-
tive of artistes comprising some of Kenya's top
contemporary singers-songwriter producers, including
Charisma, Watendawili, Bensoul, and Coster Ojwang,
who contributed to the album, either as songwriters or
collaborators on the recordings.

The album starts with the title track, a reflective song
co-written by Okello and Coster Ojwang, about over-
coming stress and as with most of the songs by Okello,
the lyrics switch from English to Swahili and Dholuo.
Demons In My Head is an Afrobeats-type rhythm and
Time Travel is a smooth R&B groove with very sensu-
al undertones.

The album’s most streamed song at the moment,
Taya, is an infectious groove with traces of Tanzani-
an Bongo Flava, and Caribbean Zouk, with Okello at
his vocal best,

Healing is packed with collaborations. The highly
rated singer African Vic adds his soulful vocals to Col-
orblind while the delightful Latin sound on Baila Con-
migo features Tanzanian-Congolese singer Christian
Bella. International Foreigner is a collaboration with
fellow Kodong Klan member, Ywaya Tajiri, who is also
part of the group Watendawili.

Rapper Breeder LW blesses Call Police with his clever

e At eh ‘There will only
0 WIILE and produce and sonicatly 1L ranges b
e one Okello

flavour.’

word play and No Other, a smooth track with a catchy
chorus features the duo of V-Be (Vijana Barubaru). There
are influences of amapiano on the danceable Hakuna
Matata with guest vocals by Watendawili, and if you
are looking for a club banger, then skip to Confuse Me
as Mordecai Dex of H-art the Band turns on the energy.

“Every writer, every collaborator brings their A game
to the album and they elevate my music,” explains Okello.
“Every artiste has their unique skills set, so when you
collaborate with the best talents, then vou naturally end
up with a high-quality product.”

There is fusion of traditional and rap with a sweet
orutu opening of Joluo Malowhile Chop Life is a feel-good
tune spiced with an earworm guitar riff about “eating
life with a big spoon™, "The objective is to show the di-
versity of the instruments in Luo music - the nyatiti,
the orutu, the ochangla drums - and we have to make the
world aware of our rich culture,” says Okello.

The album closes on a high note with Bosslady, a
groove co-written by renowned guitarist Benjamin Ka-
baseke, that segues from mid-tempo Afropop into a
rumba climax (sebene).

He recorded a cover version of the classic Ndaya by
Congolese icon, Mpongo Love, with Savara Mudigi, of
Sauti Sol fame, but the track didn’t make it to the album
because of a delay in acquiring the clear-
ance from the rights holders. However, it
will be released as a single once the licens-
ing formalities are complete.

Born in Kisumu County in 1991, Julius
Mcrymboh Okello, was introduced to sign-
ing in the choir by one of his uncles. He
spent his childhood in Lamu, where he was
exposed to taarab and rumba. When he was
admitted to Moi University, Eldoret to study
Communication, he also joined the university band and
polished his performance, vocal ability, songwriting and
guitar playing. He first met Bien Aime Baraza, when Sauti
Sol was performing in Kisumu during the Live and Die
in Afrika tour in 2016. His big break came when he sang
background vocals on Sauti Sol/Sol Generation's 2019
hit song Extravaganza featuring Sol Generation and
the following year was featured on the hit song Rumba
Japani on the Midnight Train album.

Qkello's debut album Boss was released in 2022 con-
tained collaborations with heavy -hitters like Suzan-
na Owiyo, Bien, Femi One, Bensoul, and Charisma and
won him acclaim for adding a cultural twist to rumba.

“There will only be one Okello Max,” he affirms. “If
I sing ohangla today, if I sing rumba tomorrow, or R&E,
there will always be the Okello Max’s touch. No matter
the sound, I bring my own flavour.”

True toits title his new album is a musically healing
experience and holds the potential to catapult him into
a pan African star like his mentor, Bien. The album Heal-
ing by Okello Max is available across all digital stream-
ing platforms.

- bodidi@yahoo.com
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Art

Paintings for an Anxious Age: Circle Art Gallary, July
23rd - 22nd August. Sibylla blends classical tech-
niques with a striking madem sensibility, drawirg on

her Ukraingan roots and global jouwrney:

Rewind Remix Reclaim Exhibition: Alliance Frangaise,
Mairabi, until July 25 The visual art exhibition will fea-
ture a QEAwith ablend of sound technolegy and visual
ars toexplorethe trivmiphs and struggles of women.

Motes on Friendship: Breaking Bread: Mairots Con-
ternporary Art Institute, until Juby 27 Stapinto a cal-
ebration of friendship as a space for connection, cri-

tigque, and care.

Queens Of The Swahili Seas; Mairobi Mational Mussum,
until July 31, Rediscover medieval Swahill gueens whose
influenceechoasthrowgh time thraugh stunming illus-

traticns and immersive digital art

Fabrricof Our Being: The African Arts Trust, until August
2. April Kamunde'srecent body of wark explores mean-
ings of rest and the pursuit of it, from a personal and

ferninist angle.

Archives of My Soul: HOF Gallery Kibera, until August
3. Discover Oresmus Okamar's powerful visual reflec-
tions an identity, memary, and ematian in this striking
nesy exhibition.

JANAM - People of the Lake: Creativity Gallery, until
August 18, Painter arnd musician Manus Frank Ajuma
brings tolife the dadly sociat and cultural rhythms of the
Lake Victoria regicn.

Self Talk by Ronnie Ogwang: Banana Hill Art Gallery,
urtil August 31 This body of work draws viewers into
a deaply introspective journey that explores the inter-
sections of identity, loss, truth, and resistance:

People & Places: Ardhi Gallery, uritil August 31 Wel-
cometoaspace whereart is both destinaticnand de-
parture, and the collective spirit is the canvas upon
whech fulures are made,

Courses, Lectures & Workshops

Making Green Fun: Friends of Creation, July 19, from
12pm. Stepinto the peacelul hillsof Tigoni fora hands-
arworkshop that blends candle making, creative re-
evicling, and conscious community living.

AVA Sumimit Kenya: Emara e Sereni, until Juby 200 Join
for four days of engaging discussions, workshops, and
networking opperunties aimead at advancing farmed
animal 2cdvocacy in Afrca,

Dance

The Stage Dance Festival Bracburn Schools Gitanga
Road, July 18, from 830am. Watch talented students
shire in captivating ballet, exprassive contampaorary,
dynamic maodem, vibrant folk, and elegant ballroom

perfonmances,
Expositions

dth'Watertech Africa: KICC, Julv128 Exploreadvanced
innowations in water purificaticn, treatment, waste-
water solutions, smart technologies, purmping sys-

fems, and more,

Sth Minexpo Afrca KICT, July 138, Meet exportars, man-
ufacturers, suppliers & distributors and explore the

BDLife
Step Out

Smurfs (2025)

When Papa Smurfis taken by evil wizards Razamel and Gargamed, Smurfette leads the Smurfs ona missionto

+ the realworld to save hirm,

latest mining techrologies and aguipment.

10th Lightexpo Africa: KICC, July 18 Theexhibitionwill
showecase lighting produects including LEDHechnolo-
gy, smart systems, decorative fixtures, energy-afficient,
and eco-friendly Bghing sclutions.

10th Afriwood East Africac KICC, July 18 The exhibition
features modern sawmills, presses, dryers, drills sand-
ers, plus tools, fasteners, wood adhesives, a
wiaodworking technologies,

26Gth Buildencpo Africac KICC, July 18, Top exhibitors
will showecase leading construction products, materi-
als, machirery, tools, hardware, and equipment for in-
frastructure development.

Hame Cooking Expao: Sarnit ExpoCentre, 18th - 20th Jub:
atepintoagastronomic paradise and explore the latest
trendsinhome cooking withleading expertsinthefield

Festivals & Craft Fairs

The Cousing Festivak Red Room, July 18, from 4 g
et ready fora nightwhere music meets meaningand
cultures colfide in harmony,

Rwanda Cultural Night: Jain Bhavan, Juby 18, fromé prm
Enjovtraditional dance, mussc, art, and a powa il play
onthe legendary King Mibambwe IIL

Rewind, Remix, Reclaim: Goethe-Institut & Alliance
Frangaise, Nairobi, until Juby 25, Through films, art,
music, ardworkshops, thisfestival lpoks at the past and
present of women's rights and ferninist movements.

Film

Tongo Saa: Linsaen Cinema, 18t - 22nd July. In Kin-
shasa's darkness residents fight for kght, hope, and
faith, revealing resilience amidst chaos, spintuality,
and fleeting joy.

Sultana's Dream:Lnsean Mairobi, 20th £ 24th Jub fram
T prm. neés joumeys across India uncavering echoes of
Ladviand, aforgotten feminist utopiainspired by 21905
Bengali science fictiontale,

Lost & Found: Uinssen Cinema, July 24, from 7 prmo
Raoul Peck traces Ernest Cole’s exile, artistic struggle,
andradiscovered lagacy expaosing apartheid's horrors
through 60000 unearthed photographs.

Kids Events

Junior Chess Workshop: Villags Market, July 18, from
0 am Give your child the gift of critical thinking, pa-

tienca, and a littke friendty competition,

Kids Drone Holiday Program: Kenva Ainvays Pride
Centre, 2st-25th Juby Opentoages10and above, this
programawards a KoAA-acoredited Rermate Filot Cat-
egory ACertificateand isthe perfect gatewsy into av-
ationand drome tech.

USTRES S (S ity ke

experience dasignad for ages 2-15

Pade| Village Holiday Camp: Metworks Fadel Village,
July Fst - 1st August The camp is packed with fun
dnlis, teamwork, games, and kxads of laughter, all led
by friendly coaches ina safe environment!

SumrmerCooking Classes: Goneral Mathenge, Juby 21t
-1st August. Each week brings a brand-new theme,
helping little chefs explore ygiene, nutrition, and cre-
ativity.

Holiday Camp: Mount Kanya Waldaorf Schaood, July
Hst - Ist August. Let yvour child unleash their imagi-
nation through woodwork, handcrafts, clay, storytell-

ireg, and misic

Young Engineers Holiday Camp: Sharmba Cafe, July
st - 15th August. Fun meets innovation theough ex-
citing hands-on workshops in robotics, coding, and
Arduing!

Gymnastics Holiday Camp: Elite Gymnastics Acacd-
ermy; July Zst = 15th August. Give your child an unfor-
gettable holiday experience with a mix of fun, chal-

lenge, and movermeanit!

Holiday Workshops at DCK: Dance Cantre Kerya, July
st - Z3rd August. Children aged 2-1) years can dive
into exciting mornings filled with ballet, hip hop, gvime-
nastics, African dance, and arts & crafts.

Amuse Summer Camp: Karura Forest, Juby 215t -25%h
August, Bring the kids along tocampand ket them learn,
ard hawe fun, excitement, make new friends, connect

with nature, and =0 much more,

STEAM and Robotics Camp: Lavington Montessor
Kindergarten, July 215t - 20th August, Learners will
explore how STEAM connectstoreal-warkd challeng-

&5 throwugh hands-on kearning and creative discovery:

Summer Break Activities: Karen Villzge, July Zist - 315t
August. Kads will enjoy colaring, connecting the dots,
miaking masks, painting faces, and craating collages.

Music

Classics in Nairobi: Kenya Mational Theatre, ¥th Juby,
830 pr. Jointhe Kenya Conservatalre af Music Sym-
phomyDrchestraand Choirfor an evening celebrating
classical masterpieces and Kenvan musical heritage.

Jambaka Live: Bla Bla Mairobs, July 19, from 2 pm. Step
wito an unforgettable evaning of riythmand a dynamac
musical experience led by the captivating Brian Sigu.,

Urban Soul Sessions: Maircbi Street Kitchen, July 19,
from & pme Experience the soulful sounds of Sanaiped
and Sage as they bining the haat with a nch blend of
REE, meo-sall, and bimeless soul classics,

The Jazztified Ft Kendi Mkonge: Geco Cafe, July 20,
from T pm. The Jazztified, one of the hottest jazz col-
lactves around, takes the stage with the powerhouse
viocalst Kendi Mkonge!

MNature

Star Safari: Mairobi Street Kitchen, July 19 6230 pm.
Gaze through powerful telescopes, spot planets, con-
stellathons & distant galasies, and learn from expert
astronomers.

Mightlife

(BYOBSameNight GalleriashoppingMal,July 19, from

&pm. Bring your baard games and your bast crew, and
enioy laughs, strategy andalittle friendly competition!

CTRL+00ONTE: Carnivore Mairobi, July 12 from B prm
Get ready for pulsating rythms, epecenengy andanight
af nan-stop dance and electronic magic

Aduma Presents Lemon & Herb: The Alchemast, July
18, from & pn. The electrifving South African Afro
House duo bringing desp, soul-shifting energy to the
dancefioor!

Special Events

EYOB Game MNight: Galleria Shopping Mall, July 18, from
T pm, Bringgyour board gamesand your best orew, and
angay laughs, strategy and a little friendly cormpetition!

Sports

Horseman Trophy (Polok Mairobi PoloClub, 18t - 20th
July. Thisisn'tjust a match, its theofficial seasan opener;
where the panies fly, the crowd roars, and the energy
is next-level

Mairobi Women Runt: The Radix Hotel Karen, July 19,
from & am, Bun and celebrate strength, wellness, and
wormanhood inone unforgettable experience,

USRC Run 810 Ridgewviews Leisure Garden kiambiu RO
July 13, from 7 am. Lace up and join thisfeel-good run,
friendly faces, and awhole ot of post-jog joy

The KPRA Golf Series: The Windsaor Goll & Country
Club, July 1, from 7 am. Kenya Professional Realtors
Association brings you a golf series like no other, where

legends are mades one swing ata time!

Masaku TT 1/8 Mile Drags (Motorsport): Machakos
Peopda's Park, July 20, from Sarm. This Full Send Edi-
tion guarantees adrenaline-pUmping action, comimu-
nity vibes, and unforgettable memories.

Theatre & Stage

Umugabo Wa S Mibambeea li; Jain Bhavan, July 18,
from 4 pm. Stepintothe legacy of the great Bwandan
king in this powesful stage production.
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Pub review

‘The deejay was
dswariilas a
cow’'s muzzle.

The good man,
unplanned
debauchery,
and FOMO

Jackson Biko

In a rare burst of spontaneity, Iswung
my car around the Madaraka round-
about after spotting Sky Bistro from
the Lang’ata overpass. I was headed
home from the Tamarind Tree Hotel,
but the lights and the people on the
balcony—who looked like they were
having a good time—pulled mein. It’s
not often I feel this strange emotion:
FOMO (fear of missing out).

Sky Bistro sits on the top floor of
a mall I had never seen before—=Sky-
line Mall. Everything changes so fast.

It seemed like a typical neighbour-
hood bar, with typical neighbourhood
folk doing neighbourhood things.
Watching rugby on a massive screen.
Sharing a bottle of something brown.
Occasionally howling at the screen. |
settled in a corner at the balcony and
texted Paul, a friend who lives not far
from there. Meanwhile, I bullied the
manager into playing music. “Surely,”
I asked, "do these rugby fans need to
hear the game or just watch it? Is our
money not enough, us who care little
for rugby?"

She acquiesced and I ordered my
whisky and watched cars glide past
over the overpass. The deejay started
killing it immediately with some great
old 90s jams. Paul showed up later and
ordered water. “I'm on drugs. I have
gastritis,” he said. "Very sexy,” I said.
So I drank my whisky.

Every so often, a crazily lit matatu
would roar over the overpass. “That's
Kasongo's son's Rongai matatu,” Paul
said. “They are notorious.” The bar got
livelier and at some point I went to re-
quest for a song but the deejay was as
warm as a cow s muzzle. Still, his play-
list remained uplifting.

At about 10pm Paul begged to
leave, he had an early morning flight
to Mauritius, "Got to see the children
before they turn in.” He said. A good
man, that Paul, agood man. I released
him from debauchery and bid him
adios. I stayed behind and drank two
litres of water before driving home. A
good time was had. Moral; if you ever
see lights and people—ijust join them.
= bikozulu@gmail.com
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FINANCE
EDNA GITACHU AND
DANIEL GITHITHO

If well implemented,
tax incentives, finance

guidelines, and carbon
market reforms boost
investor confidence

The government recently introduced
the Kenya Green Finance Taxonomy
(KGFT), aguideline for environmen-
tally sustainable investments, defin-
ing the minimum criteria a project
must meet to be labelled "green”.

For instance, eligible activities
must make asignificant contribution
to climate-change mitigation or adap-
tation, observe a strict “do no do sig-
nificant harm” standard and comply
with minimum social safeguards.

Essentially, by providing a
common language for investors, is-
suers of green bonds, and other fi-
nancial-sector participants, the KGFT
enhances transparency in the identi-
fication, disclosure, and monitoring
of investments.

The International Monetary
Fund’s Climate Module of the Public
Investment Management Assessment
2023 report paints a clear picture of
the significance of green finance,

noting that floods, and droughts,
among other climate-linked disas-

ters cost Kenva between two qu:l 2.8
percent of its Gross Domestic Brods -

uct each vear. This, despite Kenya
contributing less than 0.1 percent of
global greenhouse gas emissions.

Kenva has a great potential to
leverage green finance for climate
and adaptation initiatives.The United
Kingdom provides a compelling prec-
edent. Between 2021 and 2024, its
Green Financing Programme raised
GBP 43.4 billion, enabling invest-
ments in zero-emission buses, food,
and coastal-erosion risk manage-
ment.

Kenya is already leveraging green
financing to address climate risks
and secure funding for various proj-
ects. Acorn Holdings, which issued a

%$42.5 million green bond (the first of
its kind in Kenvya) in 2020 to support
wastewater treatment and renewable

energy initiatives is a good example.
Although obstacles to scaling
green f finance }Eﬂ'lalﬂ , KEII}"E 5 dc-

libet4td iitagtdion ofelimate pi- ¢

orities into its regulatory and policy
frameworks is noteworthy.

By enacting dedicated cli-
mate-change legislation, the gov-
ernment is creating a structured, in-
vestor-friendly environment needed
to attract green capital and acceler-
ate both mitigation and adaptation
efforts.

A notable example is the Income
Tax Act (ITA), which stipulates that
companies operating an emission

trading system certified by the Nai-
robi International Financial Centre
Authority (NIFCA) benefit from a
reduced corporate tax rate of 15 per-
cent for the first 10 years of their op-
erations.

NIFCA is tasked with attracting
firms to the Nairobi International Fi-

New rules, law reforms
position Kenyaas a
green investment hub

nancial Centre (NIFC) by creating a
streamlined framework, developing
incentives in collaboration with rel-
evant agencies, and recommending
legal and regulatory reforms to en-
hance Kenya's position as a compet-
itive international financial hub.

To obtain NIFC certification, com-
panies need to fulfill certain condi-
tions and pay a Sh100,000 fee for
startups and Shil million for other
firms, along with a non-refundable
processing fee of 5h25,000.

Additionally, the government am-
mended the Climate Change Actin
2023 to allow for participation in the
carbon markets (subject to policy
_direction from the Climate Change
Eﬁﬁr‘n:tl]l which is now done through
bilateral or multilateral trading
agreements, trade between the gov-
ernment and a private entity, orin a
voluntary carbon market. Such leg-
islative changes are positive stepsin
advancing Kenya's green financing
initiatives.

TheITA's reduced tax rate for cer-
tified emission trading systems and
Climate Change Act provisions align
fiscal incentives with regulatory cer-
tainty. If implemented and refined,
this framework positions Kenvya as
a preferred destination for investors
seeking resilient, high-impact oppor-
tunities.

The writers are Partner and Associate, re-
spectively, in the Tax and Legal Services
at PwC Kenvya.
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LAST WORD.

“One’s philosophy is
not best expressed in
words; itis expressed in
the choices one makes...
and the choices we
make are ultimately our
responsibility.”

Eleanor Roosevelt

ACTIVIST AND FORMER FIRST LADY OF
THEUNITED STATES
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1. Billionaire Peter Munga links to
ahdE68bn new expressway

2. Dievki tycoon loses tax
concession after auditor’s
protests

3. Treasury cancels Sh337Tbn High
Grand Falls dam project

4, KCE gets nod to sell firms houses
over Shd446m loan default

5. TransCentury sold Sh180m
stake in DBK before collapse

6. Airtel outpaces Safaricam in
growth of subscribers

i Lawmakers put KNBS on the
spot for hiring new staff from five
dominant tribes

a. State seelks home buyers’
identity inillicit cash fight
9. State to privatise part of Kisumu,

Malaba SGR line

10. Co-op Bank CEQ Gideon Muriuki
adds Sh20D2m stake
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1 Bits of music naturally
fitting into second verse
occasionally (8)

B Chief allowed to carry key
for holiday home (6)

9 Group of colleges
subsequently very
famous for promoting
individual policies (1:3)

10 Class containing one
hugely intelligent person
(E)

11 Freewheeling firm
intreducing a scam (8)

13 Endlesssearchtogeta
pickle to accompany ace
Mexican dish (10)

15 Goto bash? (4)
16 Small island between two

areas where most people
live (4)

18 Keep being swept away
by the tide, perhaps?{10)

21 Inthe end, commenters
online had to accept
frequently getting
moderated (8)

22 Bishop provided
guidance for church
office (6)

23 Momentous, violent alien
conguest (13)

25 Insignificant landmark
bordering loch (6)

26 Returning desire to
be invalved in series
of matches and
competitions (8)

2 New word maybe
describing an object
briefly covering part of
the eye (7)

3 Sinthat isn’t corrected
immediately (4, 7)

4 | opads of clapped-out
motors (5)

o Reproduction of letters in
lines cut at the edges?(7)

& Short opportunity to
acquire horse and vehicle
it could pull {9)

T Somewhat exhilarating,
up-and- coming boxer
(3

8 Mo good ignoring brutal
execution ineach
country (7)

12 Going around Euston a
bit after initially touring

Camden Town?{4,7)

14 Qutside the city, find it's

unusually clean (9)

17 Patient measurement

system mostly covers the
majority of wark {7)

19 Pronouncement of
growth dismissed, for
sure (2 5)

20 Accountant dipping

into money from nearby

residents ()

22 Language graduate given
books by university (5)

24 Problem failing at first to

cause discomfort (3)




